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GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 



Wednesday, i6^^ Auqust.. 

RePVBLICjIN Lies.r—Th^ following paragraphs 
are extradled from Noah Webfter's paper of the 14th 
inft. 

We have it in our power to lay before the public 
the following important particulars : A gentleman 
from Ireland received a letter on I'hurfday evening 
from his connexions there, flating the diffenfions la 
that country as having rifen to a moft alarming 
pitch ; th^t the Duke of Leinfter had enclofed his 
titular badge under cover to the King, acquainted his 
Majefty he could no longer confent to wear as an in- 
fignia of rank and| honour, that which had become a 
mark of difgrace, and that he wiflied only to be 
known as an United Iriftiman : that the Poft- 
mailer General of Ireland has refigued his office, 
worth at leaft 3000/. flerling per annum, declaring 
he cpuld no longer reconcile to himfelf holding an 
office under the prefent order of things, and that he 
is alfo an United Irifhman : that the city of Dub- 
lin has proclaimed itfelf for the united party, and 
declares any attempts of the Government to cQerce ^ 
fhem, will produce open rebellion. Th.e lelttt vii^ 

B 2 v^tvXl^ 
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written in Dublin ; we regret wc have not been able 
to afcertain its date, but the gentleman to whom it 
came was in the city only a few hours, and left it 
early on Friday morning, without giving any great 
publicity to the accounts he had received. He had 
engaged his paflage to return to Ireland, but this let- * 
ter advifes him to remain in this country till he hears 
fomething from home, ff^e have every reafon, from 
the refpedability of our authority, to give full credence 
to the above *. 



Kofciujko arid the JVkig Club.^^At a numerous 
meeting of the Whig Club of England, held at the 
Crown and Anchor tavern, in the Strand, on Tuef-^ 
4ay the 6th day of June, 1797; the Earl of 
Thanet in the chair — On the motion of General 
Tarletori, fecohded by Mr. Fox, it was refolvcd 
unanimoufly, " That the Polifli General Thaddeus 
^' Kofciulko be requefted by this club to accept of 
** a fword as a public teftimony of their fenfc of his 
^^ exalted virtues, and of his gallant, generous, and^ 
^^ exemplary efforts to defend and fave his coua<^ 
"try." 

Mr. Fox moved, and it was refolved unanimoufly^ 
*^ That a committee be appointed to provide a 
^^ fword accordingly, and that General Tarleton do 



♦ I do not, for my part, " give full; credence to the ahove ;'• oc^ 
the contrary, I look upon it as a ftring of fuch prepoflerous falfe* 
hoods as no mortal but WcJ)fter would Jiften to for a moment. 
The power of a rooted prejudice i» incredibly great. Thig VJthm 
fter is, in the common concerns of life, a man of a good found 
underftanding ; on certain fubje^ts he has (hown that he poiTeiTes 
confiderable talents ; but the moment the name of Great Britain is 
mentioned, he feems to iofe his reafon ; this hated name is to him 
w^at water is to one bitten by a mad dog. The wretch was a 
Whig of the revolution ; he flattered himfelf with the hope of feC'* 
ing Great Britain ruined for ever, and America reign in her Aead. 
fie finds himfelf grolsly deceived, and his difappointment aild 
moitification has increaied his hatred againft Great Britain. 

f* prcfent 
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*^ prefent it to General Kofciufko, in the name of 
the Whig Club in England-'' 



€C 



Porcupine to General Tarleton. 
Sir, 

I have lately feen an account of the proceedings of 
a certain fociety called the " Whig Club of Eytgland^^ 
which, I am told, is made up of the refufe, the very 
oflfal of both Houfes of Parliament, with the addition 
of difappointcd candidates for places, penfions, and 
finecures. 

From fuch a club, or rather mob as this, every thing 
ioconfiilent and mean was to be cxpe6ted ; but I 
think it would hardly be poffible to find one of the 
members whofe conduct fo completely fulfils fuch 
«xpe6tation as that of yours. You have conflantly 
been an advocate for the continuation of that traffic 
ikilkd the fiave^trade^ while you are at ttie head of a 
Uherty club ; and you prefent the Polander with a 
fword, as a token of your approbation of his labours 
in the caufe of what you call liberty ^ when it is well 
known that you owe your prefent rank and pay to 
your having fought againfl: him, having fought his 
defirudtioD, when he was engaged in that very caufe ! 
There is, however, fomething wanting to render 
this farce complete : your club fliould affemble on 
the banks of the river Gambia, or on board a negro 
veflcl, and you ftiould prefent the fword on fome 
plain of America. 

71?r/^/o« prefenting a token of refpeA ioKofciufko! 
Ye gods ! what cannot the fpirit of whiggtfm pcr-^ 
form ? What can it not rend afunder, and what can 
it not unite ? As the poet fays of gold : " // folders 
dofe impoJJibilitieSy and makes them kifs^ 

It may not be amifs to tell you, thit, a few weeks 
ago, all the democratic papers in this country, when 
they thought neceffary to revive a part of the hiftory 
of lafl: war, called you " ihcfavage and bloody Tarli 

s 3 ton 
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i(m ;' but that, by this liberty -Jivord afFair^ you hav0 
wiped all off; all the blood clean off; and ha^e le^ 
gained the love and admiration of a let of as great 
fcoundrels as ever did honour to a rope or a gib* 
bet. 

P. Po&CVPINS» 



Thursday, 17^^ August. 

Frmeh Lies aiid American CtdVib'dtty. — It is not coif^ 
fifient with the plan of this fele<5lion to infert articles 
of foreign intelligence ; but it is now and then ne- 
ccffary to do it, in order to fhow the connexion be- 
tween foreign and domefiic politics, or to record in* 
fiances of the effect which foreign intrigues have^ 
from time to time, produced on the people of Ame- 
rica, or to exhibit thecharader of this people by the 
fentiments which foreign intelligence has led them 
to difcover. With the latter view it is that I infert 
the following articles from Paris papers. 

Taris^ June 2. — Trugot, Merlin, Charles dc la 
Croix, and Ramel, thefe worthy fupporters of French 
liberty, have arrived at the moment of their dil'grace ; 
< aiumniated by public writers, calumniated by the 
Legiflative Body, what they have done to fave their 
country ferves as a pretext to their perfecutors. Dc^ 
pofed by public opinion, what refiltance could they 
make to the enemies which the remembrance of 
their condudl inceffantly raifed againlt them ? The 
Directory is fiill iilent before their accufers. To- 
morrow, perhaps, they will be interrogated as vile 
cviminals. Santhonax, Raymond, and their ac- 
complices, are recalled. They are to be fucteeded by 
a commiffion, at whofe head is placed Villaret Joy- 
culc, a rear-admiral and an acciciU officer ot Ihc 
marine. 

Tarlsy 
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Paris 9 June 10.— After the figning of the prelimi- 
fiaries of peace, Bofiaparti, on quitting the Auftrian 
provinces, colledled his vicStorious ai'my on the frou* 
tiers of Italy : there, in an immertfe plain he arranged 
his brethren in arms ; there, walking from battalion 
to battalion, the young hero addreffed them as fol - 

lt)WS t 

^^ My brave fneilds, you have ireftored peace to 
'' your country, and covered yourfelves with immor- 
** t^l glory. It is however neceflary to remain ftill 
" a longer time tinder arms. We muft yet root out 
* the lajt of our enemies. 1 (hall give you all your 
*' leaves of abfence, in order that you may vifit your 
*^ parents and connexions. When you Ihall have 
" 6o(ibVaced theitt, ftill think of yotir country. I 
** fhall proceed and wait for you at Calais ; and am 
" periuaded not one of you will be wanting at the 
*' rendezvous*/' 

On the arrival of Mr. Bartheleitiy, the rtiufic exe- 
ctfted the following air : " Ah ! how was I infpired 
** nvheji I receivedyou to my Heart /" Upon the arrival 
of Merlin, they executed the ** Hymn of Departure :'\ 
the public thought the mufic excellent ^. 

Paris y June 13, — An Englifh cartel has arrived at 
Calais with difpatches containing two packets, one 
fot the municipality, in which was found enclofed a 
letter ligned Grenville, by which the Englifh Mi-^ 
niftef, on informing them that Mr. titt was no 
longet in place, requefted them to forward inftantlv 
to the Diredtory the packet intended for them. Thele 
difpatches contain new overtures made by the King 



* It is well enough to preferve thefe boafting, thefe infolent 
fpeeches. A time will come when they may be revived with ad- 
vantage. 

f Poor Barthelemy little dreamed, while he was liftening to 
this frtft mufic, in what manner he ihould get cut of the Dii ec- 
for/, 

A 4 . * 
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to the Dircdory to bring about a prompt and definUive 
pile ificat ion • The high eflecm in which Citizen 
Barthtlemy is held in England, and the happy influ- 
ence of his nomination, will not a little contribute to 
accelerate this momenta A general peace will there- 
fore probably be one of the firft benefits for which 
France will be indebted to its new Dire6lory, He 
could not arrive under more happy aufpices. 

Faris^ June 19* — Notwithftanding the language of 
the Englifh pai>ers, we are aflured that the depofi- 
tion of Mr. Pitt has been officially announced to the 
French Government. 

Bqfton^ Augtifi 1 1. — ^Captain Percival, from Lifbon, 
who failed the beginning of July, and who arrived 
this morning, informs, that the day before he failed, 
a report was in general circulation, that a mutiny had 
broke out in Jarvis's fleet -f-* 

At the time of the falling of the laft veflcls from 
BourdeauXj it was currenily reported^ th^i Mr, Pinck- 
ney, our Envoy, had been invited (o Paris from Rot- 
terdam- This rumour was probably created from 
the evident change in the difpofition of the French 
rulers. 

Remarks on the above News ^ — Tlie above news, taken 
all together, was lalt night ufhered to the public as 
fomething *^ very agreeabh^ Let us fee, then, what 
it amounts to- Ahrlln is exchanged for Barthelemy^ 
and the miifie played a tune at the vacation of the for- 
mer^ and at the iniialment of the latter. Had wc 
had the honour to have fwelled the crowd of their 
admiring fiaves, thefe tunes might probably have 



4 

4 



+ The boorifli editors of the Boiion and New-Yorlc papers call 
it Jarmh^^ Jleei, This is not to be afci ihed to the firnpticity or 
their manners ; for, were they but graced with the title of Yquire^ 
we ihould lee it in every paragraph of their papers. It is to be 
afcrfbcct to a kind of envious malice, that wiM not fuffer them to 
«l£> any ihing that look* like refjpeit towards a fuperior, 

beea 
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been *^ t)ery agreeabU^ to us ; but I cannot fay that 
I io readily perceive how it is poffible that we Ihould 
derive any great pleafure from hearing talk^of their 
being played. 

An6ther fource of the ^^very agreeable"* is, it feems, 
the appointment oiJoyeufe io the government of St. 
Domingo, in place of Santhonax and Co. This 
man's name, tranflated intoEnglifh, \% Joyful^ and ii% 
name alone, I am afraid, his appointment is a joyful 
circumftance« To be fure, the Bofton editor does 
conceive, " that the citizens of the United States 
" will be freed from thofe horrid perfecutions and 
^ robberies, which have deftroyed or beggared 
** many, and injured the whole/* 

So do I conceive, Santhonax is as good as Joy- 
cufe ; both have waded through the blood of the re- 
volution ; both were traitors to the bed of Kings, 
with this difference in favour of the former, he had 
never received any of thofe favours from his Sove- 
reign with which the latter was loaded. What nca- 
fon then have we to expedt better treatment from 
Joyeufe than from his vile predeceflbr ? " Why,'^ fays 
the Bofion editor, ** we judge from the fpeech lie 
*' delivered at his appointment." — A poor foundation, 
indeed ! Nothing is more probable than that that very 
fpeech, which is looked upon as fuch a favourable 
fymptom, was no more than a bait to entice our 
veflels into their plundering ports. 

Again, we are told, that Mr. Pickering's letter to 
Mr. Pinckney was highly approved of in France \ 
now, is not this a likely ftory, when the very fame 
paper tells us, that ** the French Government has i(^ 
*^ lued orders for Adet to return again for America^ 
*' to refume his funSions F' 

From all thefe ^^ very agreeable'' articles of intelli- 
gence, the Bofton editor concludes, that the '* change 
" in France will operate greatly in the American fa- 
^* vour. We have been abufcd extremely under tt 
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(Umity wbich threatens us, will be communlcafec 
you as rpeediljr as polUble. 
With all due relpei^, I ara> Sir, 
Your aged friend and fellow-fervant in the 
caufe ot himamty aiid the ennmmmtjy 
j^ugtifi 1 6 J 1797* John Redm a h *# 



FaiBAY, 18'^ AUGUSTp 



Van Bmanh — The following relation of this gen- 
tleman giveSj perhaps^ as complete a fpecimeii of 
republican honefty and honour as one would wifli 
to pofTefs* 

I arrived here in April, lafl: year, with intention 

to ftttle nie in this country for the reft of my daya 

(becaufe my poor native country^ Holland^ was put 

I in deilru6tion and ruin) ; of coarfe, my property and 

Hpealth became a part of its beneficial poffeffion. 

Hp I have feveral important claims upon American 

^frercantile houfes, between which was one of up- ' 

wards of 3O5O00 dollars on Brown and Francis, of 

Providence^ for protcfted bills of exchange, which I 

had paid in China with ready caili, when nobody 

would tru ft the agent, Captain Benjamin Page, for 

a fingle dollar on them. Mr. Brown, fhortly after 

my arrival in Philadelphia, in the beginning of May> 






There never was a public fogrofsly itifulted as that of Phila- 
cidphia. Every fellow who is in office, and has occafion to writC| 
never negk (Ft s to eulogize not only his worthy afTociates, but him' 
Jdf 0lf&, — The concbfion of this letter ot' Dodor Redman W a 
piece of the moit dilgulling foppery, m itfelf confidered; bur, 
when we reflet on the condu^, the uniform condu^, of ihc fel- 
low to whom it is acidreifed, our difguft is changed into indigna* 
tbn. In the name of God, what did Mifflin ever do in the caufc 
of humanity and the community ? Pcrad venture the Do6tor thinks 
the Governor has ferved the caufe of hiimamty by his promifcuous 
f^r&pngathn nf the human fpmis^ and that he haff ferved the caufe of 
the community by his i:QnduB mib Faudti^Wdl thought, Dodor l 
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rygfi, pcrfonally engaged himfelf, and prom! fed 
faithfully and upon his honour^ to fettle the fum 
finally by the ift of Auguft to conic, 1796^ pretend- 
ing^ as he was that time colledting money for dif- 
patching his fhip (Prefidcnt Walhington of 1200 
tons) to India and China, to be entirely out of funds 
that moment, but would receive fums in time to fa 
tisfy me in three months* Quite unacquainted wij 
the character of Mn Brown^ I relied on his engag 
ment, not fufpe^ling a man of his age and property, 
nay, a merchant, which flioiild fupport his public 
credit, to be capable of fall'ehood or forfeiting his 
word and honour. — I went on to fettle myfclf in 
this country, and purchafed an el>ate of Mr, B. 
Dobel the 6th June, to be paid in ihree^ fix, and 
nine months, Confcious in myfelf of the value of 
my poffeffions, I began directly with the neceirary 
improvements of the eflate, and the building of a 
houfe, &c. I made feveral payments of different 
natures to a large amount, frum the fums I had on 
hands, confiding entirely upon the payment of 
Brown in Auguft ; but, to my great detriment, 
this man by that time made feveral obje£lions to the 
intercft of the fum; on which, at lafl, to cut ihort 
all ditEculties, and of obtaining my money, defifled 
of near 4000 dollars ; after which he tent bills upon 
James Green leaf, which were protefted. See* 
ing by this the bafe intention to keep me out of my 
money, I fued Brown, and obtained judgment by 
the court of Providence in November, 1796; he^ 
however, to delay the caufe further, prevailed on 
Mr* Ives to enter fee urity for the amount in order 
to take out a writ of error for the Supreme Court at 
Philadelphia^ where I alfo obtained judgment in 
February lart ; whicli judgment being returned to 
the court in Providence in June, execution againU 
Brown is ifiucd there, which now is in the liands of 
the Marrtial for recovering the payment before Nc| 
member court. \ 
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In the mean time my bonds for the eflatc becom- 
ing due, I did my beft to pay off what I could ; an^ 
in March, 1797, the firft bond was cancelled, the 
half of the fecond paid, and at the fame time had 
provided bills on Amfterdam for 6000 dollars, 
which Mr. Meredith, the State Treafurer, had 
agrectl to take from me under the ufual requifites of 
an inilorfer ; thefe bills Mr. Dobel was to call for, 
which he did in ten days afterwards, when he came 
too late at the Treafury, the neceflary fums being 
provided for precedently. This difappointment irri- 
tated Mr. Dobel againft me, as if I was the caufe, 
which I certainly was not After finding no other 
occafions to negotiate thefe bills elfewhere, he grew 
very preffing for the further payment of the bonds : 
I (lid every poffible endeavour to raife money, but 
found it impradlicablc ; only I received now and 
then fmall debts and fums which enabled me to gp 
on with my buildings and improvements, which 
once begun I could not flop : but this made Dobel 
the more in lury to be paid t I told him my circum- 
ftances in regard to Brown, of which he was ac- 
quainted long before, and was now fhortly to he, 
terminated, and that then I would pay him immedi- 
ately. All my remonftrances were in vain ; and in 
anger he took, out a writ of ca. fa. to put me into 
cullody for afluring my appearance at the court at 
Newtown the 7th Auguft. This writ was ferved 
to me fomc time ago ; I accepted the appearance^ 
and the Iheriff was fatisfied without infulting mc 
further. I inftituted Mr. A. Wilcocks as my lawyer 
to appear at court at the fixed time ; and by his 
letter after the court had judged the caufe, it ap- 
peared that 1 was to make the payment before the 
next court in November. It appeared, however, 
that Dobel took out a new writ of ca.Ja. which the 
Sheritf, Jofeph Pell, prefented to me the iithinft. ; 
but as by that document was fpecified that the pay- 

men( 
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mcnt was to be made before the fitting of the next 
court in November, I prevailed on him to let it 
refl there, as he could be fure of the fettling, where 
more than five times the value of the debt was in 
the houfe and eftate, in cafe pa)maient Ihould fail. 
He parted leemingly fatisfied, but returned the next 
morning, the i2thinft. and told me then thatDobel 
had abufed him in a violent manner for not execut- 
ing his duty : that he infifted on having the money 
iniiantly, or would fue him for it. I declared it was 
out of my power to fatisfy him diredlly, if it ihould 
be to the rilk of my Hfe ; that it would be a very 
hard and unjufl: cafe I fhould be put in confinement, 
when not only the eftate but a quantity of valuable 
prpperty in the houfes fecured him of the payment, 
before the time ftipulated by the court ; the more 
when I had a fimilar cafe for 35,000 dollars, now in 
the hands of Marfhal at Providence in execution, 
I urged that Dobel had no commands on him in 
this affair, but that he was only anfwerable for the 
court, by which means all he fhould execute againfl 
me was his own pleafore and acft. He acknowledged 
feemingly the ftrength of my arguments, but wilhed 
I would only do him the pleafure to go myfelf to 
fee Dobel at Brifl:ol, or his agent, Mr. Murray, at 
Newtown, to fettle with them, in order to extricate 
him from all reproaches. I not prefuming in the 
leaft the bafe defign of the Sheriff, accepted his pro- 
pofition, and, not wifhing to meet the turbulent 
Dobel, I went to Newtown, where I had a conver- 
fation with Mr. Murray, who, it proved foon, could 
do nothing in the matter. I was thunderflruck 
when 1 perceived Fell's treachery in a full light, and 
myfelf duped, and obliged to fubmit to the humi- 
liating circumfiances of going in cufl^ody, from 
whence I fent this communication to the extent of 
America, in order that the public may judge how 
ehoimous and indignant I am treated fince my ar* i 
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TiTing in a country which I fo much benefited by 
bringing thither all my wealth, and putting an 
hundred hands to work, by which their families 
are fupported. I eiteem the Sheriff Fell in this 
conduct as guilty of injufiice and inhumanity as 
Dobel, whofe commands he was not obliged to 
obey : being an officer to the court, he only was 
liable to their orders. — If he had entertained himielf 
the Ia(t doubt of my unablenefs or unwillingneis 
to pay the debt, he was excuiable for feizing my 
body ; but as Dobel and he, as well as every one 
who knows the leafi of my circumflances, muft be 
convinced of the contrar}*, I give it in the conii- 
deration of every human mind, if any thing can be 
more fhocking than to fufFer innocently under the 
malk of the laws, by the influence of perfonal ha- 
tred or animolity. 

Not lefs I pretend to have reafons of complaint 
about the hardfhip and injuitice of the law (if not 
only perhaps an infringed cuftom), who put it in any 
man's power to extend his wrath againft another, 
and thereby to injure an honed: man in his fame 
and reputation, as is my cafe. I am informed by a 
gentleman of knowledge and charadler, that before 
the revolution (iince which time this law has not 
received any alterations) never a writ of ca.Ja. was 
permitted to be iiTued till the Sheriff had returned ta 
tie court that no property exifted. I have then an 
indubitable right to afk, on what foundation at 
prefent fiich a writ can be iflued, which is beyond 
all equity, juftice, and principle? where it is 
carefully ftated in the conftitution of this com- 
monwealth, that only bulwark of our fafety and 
rights. Art. 9. Se«6t. 16. that the pertbn of a 
debtor, where there is no ftrong prefumption of 
fraud, Jhall not he continued in pri/on after deliver- 
ing up his eflate for the benefit of his creditors in 
fuch a manner as Jliall he pre/cribed hj law. Now. I 

dare 
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lare to prefume^ that tlie Ipirit of thisi fenfe admits 
es well ihs ghmg Jicuniy for ihe pay men f as the 
delivering of the eftate, which in fa(5t may be con- 
fidered as the fame effecft* 

By the fixth article of the amendments ta the 
tonftitution of the United States, it is alfo ilatcd^ 
'* The right of tlie people to be fecure in their per* 
f* Ions again It umen/Qnabk t'eiziires fhall not be vio- 
«* lated/' I queltioii if my ieizure is on reatbnable 
grounds or not ; and if not, as I pretend with full 
conviftion, who is anfwerable for the vioiation of 
this point and law of the Union expreflly enafted for 
our fafcty ? 

I further qucflion who is to repair the injuries 
and damages whicii a detained man may fuffer in 
his houiehold and bufmefs, or perhaps in his health 
add confiitutian^ when the feelings of a tender 
mind are overpowered by the cruel thoughts of the 
iniquity and di (honour which is thrown upon him. 
All this ripely conlidercd, is it not to be wilhed 
end hoped that our wile legiflatures may take the 
neccllkry fleps to eftablifli a firm and equitable 
ruk for the future on this important fubjeft oi maris 
Uheriy^ to prevent fuch frauds as I am a fufFcrer by ? 
None can conceive the hurts of my feelings in find- 
ing myfelf fo infamoufly treated after having pa fled 
nearly fixty years with reputation in the public 
ftages of my life, and where the fource is by no 
means to be afcribed to a provoking conduil on ray 
part, but only to the bafe refentment of an il!-na- 
lured hot- head, who by this means may boa ft that he 
has made his entrance to his intended career as 
dodtor in phylic, by an adl of inhumanity and ini- 
quity, as an excellent recommendation for luifcring 
patients to call for his feeling afliftance, 

I have thought proper to pubUfh thi^ communi- 
cation for my aifcharge and vindication , as well ;^s 
to remove from the unacquainted public the idea 
that my confinement was the rclult o£ my Vna^a^x'i^ 

iroL, yii. 
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»r unwillingnefs to pay my debts, A fliort |>crio4 
»f three months will convince the world that no 
fuch occurrences are to happen or to be feared for, 
^ut luch are the fatal conlequciiccs of the villanoui 
ind deceitful behaviour of a fingle falfc man, 
IS Brown has proved to be, notwithftanding he has 
been fo conllderably benefited by the money 1 had 

itruflcd to his agent on his falfe bills of exchange^ 
jfvi'hich Captain B, Page bears witnefs, I trufti 
|lherefore, that this difgrace will be put in its proper 
light, and that the intended ftains of infamy and 
^nlult will return on the pcrfons who juftly deferve 
In the mean time, the names of Brown, Dobel, 
md Fell, will be in abhorrence and deteftation to 

ay memory to my laft figh* 

A* Ep Van Braam HoucKGEEsr^ 
Newii^WH Jail J Bucks County^ 



Saturday, 19*^ Actgust* 

ClajpQoUs Ues re/j^eBlng Nova Scoiia. — The fol- 
lowing article is taken from Claypoolc's paper of this 
[lorning. '* Halifax, July 9. We are making 
^reparations to meet the French, as they are expelled 
to make a vifit here. The Governor has received 
fordcrn to embody the militia by drafts ; which have 
iccordingly taken place, every ninth man ; the 
Irafts from different parts of the province amount 
1200 men, and are now in camp; the Prince's 
Jergeants exercile them twice a-day< The feamen 
Ron board the fhips here have been very mutinous in < 
ic town and on board, and great apprehenjions ar$ 
murialned refpeSllng the iffue. Some of them have 
' Ecn on fhore and demanded their prize-money, 
md ilyle thcrafelvcs delegates. The general opi-< 
^ion here isj that ihe air is mpregnated wUh ihefpiritA 
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^fAe^ty. A ftridl eye is kept on proceedings in 
this place.~jEi;^ry article of living here is extremely 
high^ and the ppople find it very hard to live. 
The ^artifon confifts of 2000 men, ^nd there are 
about ten fail of men of war. But people feem to be 
pofitive that if the French fend any confiderable 
force the place mujtfall^y 

Monday, 2 1*^ August. 

*' Tlie mojt free and enlightened Nation in iht 
** Worlds — This has been a thoufand times aflerted 
with refpedV to the United States ; it is ftill aflerted 
daily ; and as certain perfons feem to wifli for pfoof 
of the fa6l, 1 infert the following advertilement 



* Nqw I would be glad to know through what channel MciTrs. 
Claypoolc got this intelligence ? Was it from fome fpy, fomc 
M*Lean, fent to Halifax, or from fome able fabricator in this coun- 
try ? From whatever fourcc the information comes, it is falfe as the 
fawning profeflions of French frieadfhipi and ridiculous as the 
predictions of Noah Webfter. 

There was not, on tbe 9th of July, nof has beeti at any time fince, 
a mutiny among the feamen at Halifax. The price of every article 
of life is about one third of what it is in this city. And as to peof>le 
fuming pofitive that the place mufi fall if attacked by the French^ it if 
aa^ impudent calumny, not only on the town of Halifax, but on 
the whole of the province of Nova Scotia. 

But it feems the general ** opinion is, that the air is impregnated 
with thefpirit of liberiy.** — Ana a very juft opinion too. But it i« 
the fpirit of /r»^ liberty, or r^tf/ liberty; liberty in yiz^^^^ff, and 
not in name. In a word, it is the fpirit of Britijh liberty ; a liberty 
that excites men to take up arms in defence of their country and its 
government^ and not that kind of fpirit that induces them to bear 
robbery and injult ivith impunity ; not that bafe kind of liberty 
ipirit that induces them to uand with open arms to hug the fcoun- 
drels who have manacled, fcourged, and thumb fcrewed their 
countrymen, and rendered them a reproach among the nations. 
. No; the people of Nova Scotia do not ^and balancing between their 
own government and that of a foreign country ; between freedom 
and flaver}-, honour and infamy. They do not boaft of their al- 
liance with atheifts, nor do they burl efque the name oi independ^ 
iuci by chanting its prai&s to tlie rattling of their chains. 
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fcwhich appeared in my paper of the 21ft of Auguft^] 
^1797. 

Augufl: 19, 1797. 

thear was A grat Report mad that the forcftolcra 
[of the marc it isfthat thay have made it thare Beasea j 
I to meet Couulrey folx and tel them that the fe\ 
>was fo bad that thare was forty and fifty Dyes of aj 
\ Day, But the Orther of that fiory Ihurely can come 
I pofe mor if the Devel ascite them But the compof- 
jcrs of thes lays have a grater fever for they have got 1 
[the purs fever fore Ihitting ther fiors and Robing] 
rihe Pore labring men Diftrefmg oneft fitfefens of the [ 
ifad iity But as for whet a parfel of talcrs fhemakeraj 
Lgagers and wachmakers and tinker and I fay I Defjrl 
rthem for the Devel has onley his rafe and then he isj 
Dun for a wile 

Now as we are informed that the germantoun I 
I four ftolers has been gilty of the fa61e But we pooecf 1 
^^imcn are A qufed of the Cruel Pcfs of worke But j 
we weld have to no that we weld be very fory to takj 
ther noted falf profcts Bissnes out of ther hand to] 
mak an and of the long trumpt op lise thare if na 
gentelmen hand to this ials Repotte that gives us a] 
grat Del hapeness 

thar is won tliat makes me engry to fee fuch gooii 
Charetabel gentelmen to liften to a parcel of flrete I 
fcaveogeres. 

But god has promefed to 
proit the Poor *. 



* This I look upon 13 ^ pretty fair flandard of the literary ac- 
quirements of tht/(fiferet^n fiep/U oi Aiti^rk^^ I have printed il^l 
word for word* and letter for letter; 1 could, perhaps, hav^j 
made it more correift, at leaft I could have rendered it more intel^ r 

; ligible to common readers; buL itUnotf^ra worm like me to alter j 

r the words f>f a Stmfireij^t 

Tuesday J 
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TuKsBAY, 22^ August. 

Orleans^ alias EgaluS Junr. — Tranflated from the 
Confpiracy of the Duke of Orleans, page 205^ by a 
gentleman of this city.- — '' When the National Af- 
** fcmblyj on the motion of PetioOj were dUcufling 
** the dilbrders which took place the fifth and fixth 
*^ ofOdloberat Verfailles, Sillery, Mirabeau, Alex- 
*^ ander and Charles Lameth^ Petion and Gregoire, 
^^ cried out with a hideous voice 1 // i$ neceffary to 
** facr'ifice viffims io the tmiion* * #// is abom'maMe 
'* (cried the Marquis of Raigecourt and Bcaubar- 
** nois^ who were there) * that Juch propofuions 
** Jhould be aJhvoed lo he mack in ihk plaee,^ The 
" Dukes of Cbartres and of Mont pen Her , fons of 
^^ the Duke of Orleans (who are now both in Phila* 
f^ delphia), were alfo in the tribune. The firft, 
*^ after the exclamation of the Marquis of Raige* 
•* court and of BeauharnoiSj faid to thcm^ applaud- 
^* ing the ptopofition \ ^ Yes^ gentkmm, jes^ we 
** mu^ h^ive mors at the Imitems/ Thele atro- 
** cious words prove tliat the Ibn is worthy of ihc 
*' father* Thus, nevcrthelefs, is the young man 
** educated with the principles of the Neros and 
** the Caligulas, that a party to-day wifb to place 
*^ on the throne of France. If this humiliation ever 
** happens to our country, exile, dcalh itfcH, would 
*' be preferable ta fach a damnation," 

Yellow Fever. — tResolutionsIj publillicd by ordet 
of the Board of Health. 

1, That every pcrfon infefled with a contagious 
lever (whofe particular cafe will admit of removal) 
Ihall be removed by the friends of the difeafed, or 
Ijy the health-oiiicer^ to a proper litqation, diflant 
irom the city. 

2. That the inhabitants of all houfesadjoiniug or 
appofitc to thofe which mav contain fijck, or La which 

c ^ ^ 
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the fick may have bcen> fhall irnmediately remove on 
notice from the infpetfiorSj or be removed under the 
dircflion of the heahh-officen 

3, That a yellow flag fhall be fufpcoded from all 
houfes which contain fjckperfons, or from which the 
fick have been removed ; and that, except the neccf- 
fary attendants, no perfon fhall be allowed to enter 
the fame until the fa id houfe fhall be properly 
clcanled. 

4, That the phyficians of the city and liberties be 
Tcqueftcdj when any cafes of contagion fhall come 
within their knowledge, to give notice at the health- 
office, or to either of the infpeftors* 

5, That the infpeflors of the health-officej with the 
affiflance of the confulting phyfician, carry the fore- 
going refolutions into eiFed, and that they have au- 
thority to call any of the citiEens in their neigh- 
bourhood to their affiftance* 

6, That the citizens be informed that the infpec- 
tors of the heallh- office have procured a number of 
houfes and tents to accommodate the healthy that 
Itiay be removed ; and that the hofpital is in com- 
plete order, and a number of tents for the reception 
of the fick, with proper attendance. 

The Governor authorizes me to declare^ that^ as 
far as his fanition is neceffary, he approves of the 
foregoing refolutions of the Board of Infpedprs of 
the health -office* 

A. J. Dallas, Secretary, 
Secrifar/s Oj^ce^ PhiL 

3.0th Mg. 1797- 



P^^f^.— Asfar as an opinion can he formed from 
the foreign news lafl received, the French ufnrpers 
wifh to Iccure their power by making peace with, 
their moil formidahh enemies ; but the worft of it is, 
they will not do us the honour to rank us under that 
deicription. They make none hni Jepurate peaces 1 

au4 
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and vrtien they liave us alone to deal with, 1 fhould 
iiot vvonder if they were to infift upon treating j^j- 
rately wUk every one of the States, : 

Lord Malmlhury being fent again to Paris does not 
difcov^er fuch a depreffion in the fpirit of John Buif^ 
ag the fanS'Culottefcoundrelshave forfometime paft 
luppofed him to be a6ting under. The quelling of 
a formidable rebellion in Ireland, and a flil! more 
formidable mutiny in the fieet^ has proved the in- 
herent ftrength of Government, and general loyalty 
and fortitude of the people, and will tend greatly to 
lower the haughty tone of the five-headed monfter. 
The malicious and lenfelefs enemies of Great Britain 
have been hugging themfelves in the thought that 
old John would be brought upon his knees ; but I 
am much inclined to think that John will have more 
reafoo to laugh at us than we Iball have to laugh at 
him. We fliall fee which of us will make the befi 
and moft homurabh peace, John has given blow for 
blow, at any rate. He has not flood flill, and fuffer- 
ed himfelf to be plundered, and cow*ikinned, and 
lliot at, and ihtmb-fcrswedj and all with impunity, 
and even with fmiles on his face, and ready-formed 
kiffes on his Hps, 

The attempt to fiir up a frefh mutiny in Lord Brid* 
port's fleet, though much to be regretted, will be of 
fervice^ as it will give an opportunity for making a 
terrible example* 



Wednesday, 23^ August, 

Hnclfiers. — The vindication, which thcfe enUghf-' 
ined llie-citizens publifhed on the 21 ft inftant not be- 
ing to the level of every one's capacity, they have 
employed fome fcribe to draw them up the follow- 
ing: ^ 

*^ A report having been circulated by fome ilLdlf^ 
|)ofed perfon, or perfons, that the market^wmnm o 

C4 ^ 
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^this city have of late gone round the country, for 
, fume miles, in the neighboiirhood of Philadelpluaj^ 

fpreading a report, that the yellow fever raged here- 
I in a dreadful manner, and of exaggerating matters, 
ifo m to intimidate the country people, and prevent 

them from bringing provifians to market t 

" Now we ttiu atorrfaid women do all of us, in the 
[mofl Iblemn manner, declare theaforefaid publicatioa 

te be ^n infamous faHehood, fabricated by fome idle 

vagabcmds or petty ftorc-kccpers, who envy us the 

trifliDg gains earned by our honcft induflry* 

*^ One caufc of ofienre we may have given to 

fome of thofe perfons is^ we neith^ reqteire, nor mn 
\pvt imji. But did thofe kind of half-madB gentry 
rcfiind tlicir trades or bufinds, as we are obliged to 

do^ they would not need a credit that we are unable 
^ to:give, iior would lickeifaymmls or Jaii Jeliveriei be 

fo frequent- 

Phiiadelphia^ Aug^ 23 *"• 



Rcpuhlkan Plrtm. — ^I'ran nation from a Paris pa* 
I per of the 26th of May- ** The moment approaches* 
The Council of Five Hundred is going to propofe 
the ten candidates, from among wliom the new Di- 
; Tt&ot will be chofen. In fpite of the cabals formed 
by fome men for a perpetual revolution, the lift of 
ten will not be foiled with thoie names which the 
public opinion has devoted to contempt and execra- 
tion. Merlin, whom his friends would fcreen from 
juftice, by the aid of the direfitorial guarantee — 
Merlin will not be enrolled among the Bournonvilles, 
the Bou^ainviUes, the LamiHiercs^ the Barlhelemies^ 



f * This IS a *< palpable hit,** ft miift be cdnfefflfd that a fbrcftat- 
ler of the market is not half fo bad as one of thefc fcouodreJs> 
IV horn our excellent republican laws enable to rob you as he fits by 
his parlour 6re, But I would have the fe .poor devils take care 
what they (ay an ihh^eiic^h ftibjeftj left they expofc thetfifelvca la 
the law of Mi\ 

the 
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tfie Crablier-d'Obteres, the Farbe^ the Rhedons, 
the d' Uriels, all known for thek talent^, iheir ener- 
gy, their probity, their altachmentto principles, and 
their hatred exprefled af^ainl! the deltroying horde 
who have overturned our temples, pillaged the pub- 
lic treafurvj niined the fortunes of individuals^ de- 
ftroycd our commerce, burnt our habitations, from 
the cabins of the poor to the palaces of the rich, ra- 
Taged oar fields, bombarded oar towns, pcrfecuted, 
imprifoned, baniftied, or alfaffinated all the virtuous, 
informed, and enlightened men that France cootain- 
cd. If Merlin, the fhamelds protestor of that facri- 
legious band — if Merlin were to be bofne, not on 
the ///? of fens but on the /^ of an hundred^ the re-» 
fult of the fir ft fcrutiny, a rejc^Jtion, we trufi, 
heartily pronounced by a great and impofing majo- 
fityj would teach the Directory , that their minifter 
has not, and never had the public confidence ; that 
it is time to take from him the means of continuing 
has prevarications." 

If fuch is the character of Merlin the Minifter of 
Jt^m^ no wonder, as the newfpapers fiiggcft, that 
he^ among otiier iniquitous miniftcrsof theDireftory, 
ihould be denounced in the Council of Five Hun- 
dred, It will excite no fiirprife, if, on a ftrift inves- 
tigation, itlhould appear, that he fhared in the plun- 
der of American veffcls and cargoes which have been 
condemned upon his perverfe and nnjufi: opinions. 
And this, too, would partly account for tbeimmcnfe 
fortune which he Isfaid to have amailed. 

The contrails and condudl of the Minifters of 
Finance and of the Marine are particularly under- 
going a clofe examination. — ^^ It is irapoffible (fa id 
Gilbert Demolieres in the Council of Five Hundred) 
to fee an office of accounts (mie cmnptahUke) more 
vicious than that of the national trcatury." 

One denunciation made in the Council of Fire 
Hundred againft the Minifter of Marine, k Cot 
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pocketing 410^000 Hvres (70,000 Frencli crowns) in 
a fingle contraft. The fads are ftated to be tbefe : 
this Minifter contradled with a commercial houfe at 
Nantes for 60,000 quintals of wheat, at 21 livres a 
quintal. The price of the whole was paid, and the 
receipts and the Minifler's contra^ were lodged in 
the treafury. Afterwards the Minifter agreed with 
the contradlors to take only 40,000 quintals of thcr 
wheat, they paying to bis private cafliier the amount of 
ihe other ao,ooo quintals — that is, 70,000 French 
crowns. A pretty fpeculation of this virtuous repubi 
iican, on one contrail ! . j 

An inflance of the y/^y?/V^ of Merlin, the Miniver of^ 
Jtiftice^ is recited in the fame Journal General dc 
France of the 26th of May, as in the following 
tranflation : ; 

" The Public Accufer of the Department of Ca^ 
hors filed an information againft the violences and 
affaffinations, by means of which the facQions drove 
the majority of the elediors from tbeaffcmbly, Mcit 
lin, who fears the truth, as thieves do the lights 
wrote to him to fufpend his profecutions *.". 

La Fayette. — Anecdote tranflated from the " Con-> 
*' fpiracy of Philip Duke of Orleans.*' — La Fay-* 
ette, who, as I Jhave already obfervied, had a fpecies 
of ambition, intended to profit from the affembling 
of ihefeJereshy inverting himfelf with a fort of die- 
tatorlhip, which would have made the King entirely 
dependant on him, and would, at the fame time, 
have given him a great military force to proted the 
workmen of the new confiitutioii. This conftitu- 
tion, of which (though he had fwom to defend it) 



♦ What becomes then of the impudent afTertions refpe6ling the 
virtue of republics f How long will the worl^, or any portion of the 
world, fubmit to be itifulted by the repetition of this anti-monar* 
cbical cant ? 

hQ 
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he could as yet form no idjca, was the continual fub* 
je<5t of his difcourfe and theobjetfl of his adoration. 
He meant that the revolution fhould not be looked 
upon as ended, till the whole kingdom Ihould be un- 
der the peaceable operation of the new fyftem of 
government, and he wiibed (poor foul!) that the 
armed force fhould remain under his abfolute com* 
mand till all was over, in order that it might be 
thought, that, without his aid, this glorious revolu- 
tion would never be efFedted ! It was at this time he 
ufed to fay, in the fulnefs of his vanity : *^ I have 
^^ brought about a revolution'in America^ and when 1 
^^ havefinijhed that of France y FH go and bring aboui 
^^ ^ third at Rome:' 

This proves the folly and prcfumption of La Fay- 
ette, who, in America, was* a mere fpe<ftator, and 
who, in France, being at the head of a gallant af my 
of feventy thoufand regular troops, was not able to 
crufli an Orleans, a Danton, a Marat, or a Ro- 
befpierre ; but who, on the contrary, at the approach 
of three contemptible unarmed fcoundrels, deputed 
by a mob to feize his perfon, Ikulked off in the 
night, like a deferter or a thief, and, (oh cruef difap^ 
pointraent !) inftead of going to be the leader of an inr- 
JtirreBion at Rotne, went to inhabit a dtmgeon at 01^ 
mtzUJ ^ 



Thursday, 24*^ August, 

Reform in the Britijh Parliament. -^'Ry the laft ad- 
vices from Europe, it appears that the embarraff- 
ments of the times, the deiertion of the nation's al- 
lies, the rebellion in Ireland, and the mutiny in the 
fleet ; it appears that all thefe menacing and truly 
alarming circumflances, inftead of leflening the 
violence of the oppofition members, inftead of fuf- 
pending their perfonal animofities, and inducing 
^em to delay the execution of their viiionary ^ro- 




IE, naw encouraged thera to make one more 
fort to obtain wliat they rail a Reform in Parliameni^ 
On the 26th of May, Mr, Gray (the Knight ot the 
Loyal Razor) brought forward a motion for " leave 
'* to bring in a bill to aker and amend the ftate of 
*^ the rqircfeiitation of the people in Parliament/* 

This root ion was fupported by Mrflrs, Gray^ Er* 
Jkine^ and Fox^ and was combated by Mr, Piti and 
others. In mv Gazette I find the fpecches of MelFrs, 
Erfkine and Pitt only. I have before nbferved, that 
it is not confiftent with the f\:%u of this woik to in- 
fell European artirlc?^ ufjkfs in fome way cunnedl* 
cd with Amcrkan affairs ; but I cannot help infer t^ 
ing the tpecch of Mr, Erfkine3^ with a h\i com^ 
mcnts of my own, 

SPEECH. 

Mr. Erjk'me approved of the propofition of his Ho- 
nourable Friendj becanfe it was not founded on vague 
theories or uncertain fpeculatiods, but placed upon 
a pradlical folid footing- The queftion waSj whe^ 
ther the Houfe of Commons, as at prefent conllii 
tuted, was capable of fulfilling the office and cha- 
Tader that lliould belong to the refrefintathes of the 
pmple^ and whether they had fo fulfilled thera *, 
The calamities of the tinrres were woful evidences of 
their duty having been negletfted. To induce them 
to entertain this motion, it was not neceflary to 
prove that the plan propofed was adequate to its ob- 
jects ; all that was required was to Ihow that fuch 
^as its apparent tendency • — Doubts might be fug- 
gelled, whether this was a favourable time for fuch 
^n opportunity. To this he would fay, that the pre- 



* Obferve how fond every demagogue is of harping upon this 
Y\zm^ t>i r€preftntaii^t. " T\if. reprffintat I'ves &/ ihf pc&pleJ^ The 
Parli.Tmeiit is not the fe&pk'^y nor isthc Houfe of Ctimmnns the 
pf0pIe*B houfe. The niuMe is the Kixgh Parliament ; and iuch it % 
and ever has been ealkd, inthclapguage of the law of the land, 

ien^. 




fent ^'as a period of mighty cakmity, and that a 
duty was incumbent on them, in ti^ diicharge of 
which they had not a moment lo loft. They ihoald 
give the people a Houfe of Commons adequate to 
foflain its office and charader, not in theory but in 
practice. In the theory of the confiitution a Honfe 
of Commons was what it ought to be ; but iudi waa 
not the defiaription of the preient Hoofe of Com« . 
mons. 

The office of the Houfe of Commons was to turb 
and control the executive power, acting on the fart cf 
the people \. V^hcn once they lofe fight of this cha- 
racter, every thing is loil, and the confiitution of 
England diffi^rs not with the greatefi defpotifin on 
the face of the globe. Our forefathers were well 
acquainted with the duties of a Houfe of Commons. 
For centuries they worked up hill againfi an oppref* 
ftve Executive and a powerful nobility, whole in- 
terefts were at variance with thoie of the people. 
They however fufiained thofe interefis againfi them 



f Precifclj the contrary, good lawyer. The Parliament, the 
whole Parliament, is the Kix^^'s. His Majefly calls it, prorogues it, 
and diflblves it, when and where he pieafes. He fends his wrii 
(that is to fay his/um/fufnsj or his order) to certain of his fubjei^s, 
to fend him fo many Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, to fit in his 
next Parliamenty to be holden at Weflminfler, and then and there 
to affji him *voitb their counfeU. Not a word is (aid about their being 
aflembled to curb and control him ; and I defy you to produce any 
fentence, pfarafe, or word, in ufe amongd " our forefathers," from 
which it can poihbly be prefumed, that *' the office of the Houfe of 
** Commons was to curb Sind control the executive power;'* and 
with much more confidence I defy you to prove, that this Houfe 
were ever looked upon as mere agents " acting on the part of the 
people.*' They are one branch of a grand council, the whole of 
the members of which act for the King and the nobility, as well as 
for the reft of the nation. Nothing is more invidious, nothing 
more repugnant to the principles of the monarchy, norhing more 
dangerous and leading to conlequences more deftruc^ive, than this 
whiggifh doftrine of /efarate /towers^ a6ting in oppolition to each 
othcr^ 

all. 
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all, ahd the glory of England was exalted. At pre> 
fent every day became more and more portentous^ 
and the necelEty more urgent, of the Houfe re- 
faming its proper and legitimate fundlions. Time 
was precious, and not an hour ihould be loft ; for 
we knew not if we were many days to continue in a 
Jlate of regular government — (A violent cry of Order !) 
He prefifted, however, in aflerting that his appre- 
benlions were well founded. Why was a reform de- 
manded at this moment ? Becaufe it was called for 
iirom the tamenefs and confidence of that Houfe. Id 
Ihe worftof times, formerly, the people had to con- 
tend with the united force of a monarchy and a no- 
bility, and it was always deemed fufficient that th^y 
had a Houfe of Commons to maintain that conteft* 
Our anceflors maintained it with perfevering vigour^ 
and with ultimate fuccefs ; but their degenerate pof- 
tcrity refufed to ftriiggle* In the nature of things it 
was impoffible thdt any eftablifhment whatever 
ihould remain perpetually the fame. All human in- 
fiitutions, if not changed and adapted to varying 
circumftances, are doomed to perifh by violence. 
The truth of this polition was attefted in every page 
of hillory. The revolution, with all the advantages 
it conferred on this country, left fomething to de- 
plore, inafmuch'as it did not fimplify and regulate 
upon free and fair principles the reprefentation of 
the people. For this he had the authority of Mr. 
Juftice Blackftone, a writer who could not be well 
accufed of hoftility to the interefts and prerogatives 
of the Crown. It left us indeed an evil of more 
magnitude than thofe which it removed ; and if other 
great authorities were wanting, he had (hem in 
abundance. The illuftrious father of the prefent 
Minifter, the late Earl of Chatham, felt and ac- 
knowledged tl)c ncccflity of a parliamentary re- 
form. The great Lord Camden exprefled the fame 
featiments ; and fo did Sir George Saville, and fo 

did 
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did Mr. Fitt in the earlier part of his political life 
Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, and Sir Greorge Sa* 
ville, failed in their endeavours to obtain it; but 
Mr. Pitt would not have failed had he honourably 
perfevered in the principles and opinions of his fa* 
ther. He meant not to infult Mr. Pitt, nor any of 
his colleagues, they were by no means deftitute of 
talents of a certain order; but he muft difcharge his 
confcience **. It was but feldom that be came 
amongft them, or obtruded himfelf upon their no- 
tice, but whenever he did fpeaV, or while there was 
any longer ufe or hopes from fpeaking, he muft ex--^ 
prcis himfelf freely. He feared, however, that aU 

* In reply to this part of Counfellor Ego's fpeech, Mr. Pitt did 
not take the ground that I (hould have taken. "He infifted (and 
** with great truth), that the fort of reform, which the frefi^nt ne* 
" formers intended to introduce, was widely diflferent from that 
^ which he had once endeavoured to bring about ; and, therefore, 
•* he was not chargeable with inconfiftency in efpoufing the one, and 
** oppofing the other. He faid, that, with refpeft-to any plan sf 
^ reform M ail^ whatever he might in former (ituations of the 
** country have feJt on this fubjedt, he meant not to deny, that 
•• fince the new aera in the hiftory of the world, occafioned by the 
• French revolution, he had felt the ground, on which the arga- 
•* meat formerly Hood, was eflentially and fundamentally altered. 
** Thinking, ashe-Bowdid, of a parliamentary reform, it was not 
•* at all inconiiilent, that, under the prefent (ituation of the coun- 
** try, he Hiould be inclined to forego the benefits of reform, rather 
•* thaa compromife, or give a footing to principles of fo much 
" more dangerous a tendency than thoie imfcrfedions in theconHi- 
** tution, tljc removal of which .^^ might wifli." 

This was not the ground for a man like Mr. Pitt to take. Tlic 
wifti to prcferve the appearance of confiftency led him to forget hit 
greatneu. He (hould have candidly and boldly acknowledged hit 
error. He was a youth when he formerly efpoufed the caufe of 
reform ; age and experience had taught him that he was wrong. 
Seeing too, the weight which every fentence he uttered would pro- 
duce on the nation, he (liould have been very careful how he talked 
of the " benefits of reform," and the «* imperfedlions in the conftitu- 
tion.** Such language is calculated to encourage the enemies of 
the monarchy to perfevere in their projefts, afthe fame time that it 
cannot but excite doubts in the minds of the faithful part of his1|a- 
jcfty*$ fubjcflt, 
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the efforts of himfclfj and, what was of infinitely 
iDore importance^ thofe with whom he had the ho- 
Dour of a£ting, would befruitlefs, and that it would 
be hi vain to addrefs thcmlclves any longer to a ma- 
jority fo i^rong and ib determined. 

Having flated the authorities of fome of thofe 
great mciij vvhofc fentiraents were in favour of a par-* 
Bamentary reform, he would next refer to fame opi- 
nions of a gentleman equally illuftrious in fome part 
of his life, but who always proteflcd himfelf averfe 
to it. The gentleman he alluded to was Mr. Burke^ 
whofe merits would ever be acknowledged arjd ap- 
plauded while he employed his tranfcendent abilities 
in the fcrvicc of his couutry, but who unfortunately 
iince adopted thofc fatal opinions^ to which his fub- 
limc genius and exquttile writings were fo well cal- 
culated to give all pofilblc cfte/l^. 

He then read a parage from fome of Burke's wri- 
tings, wherein he mentioned j that, 

<* The Houfe of Commons was originally a part| 
. *^ bat cxercifedthe fame fundlions in the higher de- 
** partment of tlic government, ihdtjimcs did in th« 
*^ lower : that on all great occafions it was better 
" that the Houfe lliould be tin6lured with the pre- 
" judices of the people^ and ready to eatch the po^ 
" pular influenza^ that its control ihould be exer^ 
*^ eifed, not upon^ but for the people; and then de- 
*^ prorates the eonfeqaences, when the Houfe was 
** conjuiing^ and the people in defpair i when there 
" was an addreffing parHament and a peiiHomng peo- 
*' pie */' He then attempted, from thefe remarks, 
to draw a conclafion of Mr* Burke's thinking re- 
form nt'ceffary at one period, then alluded to, was^ 
iimilar to the prefent. 



* If Mr. Ega taket Mr, Biirke'g word on this fiibje^, I beg of 
Mp to l)clievu hi in alio u'ith rcfpe£t to the French revolution, and 
Ihc aggnjjian of France? in the p relent war- 
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iio Agreed with Mr. Gray, that it fliould be the 
bolicy of the Hoiife, at this period, to difplay to the 
world, not the infirmities, but the beauties of the 
iBritifli conftitiitiori. He paid many compliments to 
Mr. Pox, whbfe principles and public condudl he 
Ihould be always happy to follow, for the conlift- 
ciicy of his endeavours to accomplifh this neceflary 
bbje(5^. Were his advice taken, the conftitution 
would iiow have been in fuch a ll:ate, that men, to be 
Ifenaihoured, had only to contemplate it; but the lyftem 
of his Majefty'S Minlfteirs was fuch as to induce the 
jpeople of this country, in the fermentation of poli- 
tical opinions, to tiirn their eyes from the Britifli con- 
Hitution, in order t6 fix them upon others, where 
they may fee foYtteihing more tnvithig \. 

When a motion fimilar to the prefent was made 
iipoh a foritoer occafioh, theMiriifterfaid, the credit 
and interefis of the country depended on reje6lingit, 
^nd thereby putting an eiid to the difFufion of French 
principles. To give more eflfeft to his purpofe, he 
4t the farte time refiifed to admit of any diftinc^ion 
between thofe who aimed at anarchy, and thofe who 
bilked for reform, but clafl[ed all reformers generally 
under on* indifcriihinate defcription *. The con- 

fequence 



f I imagine^ that the other cdnftitutions^ to which the good Coun* 
lellor alludes, are thofe of France and America, which have, in« 
deed, one advantage over all others ; viz. they exhibit fuch a vaft 
a^rtmenU They have had three in France, and in America we 
hx9tfnf(nieen : 17 and 3 make precifely a fcore. I am much de- 
ceived, however, if the people of Great Britain, did they know the 
tXk&% of the American conftitutions, as well as they do thofe of the 
conftitutions of France, would hefitate a moment to prefer their 
own to any one, or to any dozen of them. 

* Subfequent events have proved, that the Minifter was per- 
fe^y right in his refufal to admit any diflin^tion between the di« 
vers cl^es of reformers, 1 write this in O^tol^r, 1799, confer 
qneotly I have read the evidence which Mr. Erikine gave at 
Maidftone, to the charaftcr of the traitor Arthur O^Connor^ toge- 
ther with O'Connor's confejion j and, tfter having read x\v<tfe 
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fequencc was, that, inftead of fupprefling French 
principles, they were fpreading, or already fpread 
over all Europe ; and inflead of fupporting publiQ 
credit, he broke the Bank of England. Under fuch 
accumulating misfortunes, he could not but admife 
the confidence expreflcd by the majority of that 
Houfe. If he had any knowledge of himfelf, he was 
po coward ; and yet he mufl: confefs that he was 
really afraid. Since that fatal night, a political diC' 
cuflion fcparated the diflinguifhed members of a 
party logg accuftomed to think and a£t toge- 
ther ; the horizon was darkened, every thing 
went wrong, and the fprings of national profperity 
became relaxed and broken. His Majefty's Minis- 
ter, fupported by a majority of that Houfe, had 
fquandered more of the money of the people than 
would have fatisfied the moil rapacious con- 
queror *. 

The depreflion of the kingdom could not have 
been greater were it fubjc6led by the fword of an 
invader ; and Gingis Khan, had be made a conqueft 
of this ifland, could not have extorted more money 
from the pockets of its inhabitants than had already 
been expended on this ruinous and dclblating war; 
or could he even have extorted fo much money, he 
could not fo far have broken the fpirit of the people. 
He might be allowed to fpeak x^xihfomcfeel'mg ami ani^ 
malion on a fubjedt in which he was fo materially con- 



things, I (hould think myfelf the moft ftupid afs that ever 
brovvfed a thiille, were I to doubt one moment as to the unity of 
the object kept in view by all the tribes of reformers. 

* This is an idea worthy of a mercenary Dutchman, with 
whom money is more precious than body or foul. What ! be- 
caufe the infamous Bonaparte would have been fatisfied with fifty 
millions of pounds fierling, and becaufe the war has coft a hun- 
dred millions, would this miferable lawyer have welcomed the fa- 
vage ruffian to the fliorc } Wcrciful God ! is^it for a Briton to talk 
thus ?— But this is the enlightened eighteenth century, 

cerned* 
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cerned. Nearly all the produce of his laborious 
life was funk in funds depending upon public ere* 
dit: and he had a right to the earnings of a life of 
induftry, to adminifter to his own comforts, and 
thofe of perfons with whom he was connedled in the 
tendereft relations, and to whom he gave being. It 
was natural 'for him, therefore, to take a lively in- 
tereft in this queftion ; and, in doing fo, he was not 
felfifh, as it regarded equally the interefts of 
others*. 

The next queftion was, whether this was a falu- 
tary propofition ? It was, to his mind, apparently 
falutary and efFe6live ; for it was not founded on 
theoretical principles, nor did it accede to, what 
he would always refift, univerfal fufFrage. It was 
an error to fuppofe that every adult had an inherent 
right of franchife. There was in nature no fuch 
right ; and, if acknowledged, it would be injurious to 
the pofleflbrs ; as the mafs were a djefcription of 
perfons over whom the rich muft neceflarily have 
too great an influence. Such rights fhould only be 
enjoyed by thofe who were in a condition to poflTefs 
and exercife fome degree of independence. Every 
man, however, had a right to a good governnjcnt, 
and that was likely to be fecured to him by the 
adoption of the prefent propofition. The houfeholder 

* The egotifm of this man has been the (landing jell for feveral 
years lad paft ; but I do not recollcft that I ever faw a paflTage in 
any of his fpeeches, pamphlets, or pleadings, to equafthis. H^ 
not only tells the patient Commons that he has been a very "Z^^- 
rtous*^ man, that lie has pafTed ** a life of induHry^** and that he 
has faved up all his earnings like a good hufband, and put them in 
the funds ; but he exprefles his tender rtgard for feveral other per- 
fons, and his fmcere deiire to adminider to their comforts ; and 
he moreover tells them that he has given being to fomC of thofe 
perfons. Had I been one of the members prefent, I mofi aY- 
luredly would have aflted him how his lady did, how mr^ny child* 
ren he had ; whether they were girls or boys ; and whether the 
dear family ftood in need of reform f 
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had none of the difqualifications incident to thofe 
whom he in a great meafure reprefented *. The 
houfeholders he contended to be the people, and every 
inhabitant had an interefl in the dignity or wel- 
fare of fome houfe or other. In the attending fcalc 
of fociety every man was connected with fome 
houfe, and ranged round fome firefide, and would 
therefore be fufficiently reprefented by him who was 
the owner. By collecting their votes at parochial 
aflemblies, a very good effcft would be produced ; 
as it would prevent thofe riots and diforders which 
too frequently take place at eledlions, to the equal 
injury of the liberties and morals of the people. 
The Houfe had frequently occafion to profecute for 
libels on themfelves and their proceedings. All 



* Amongft all the projeds of reform^ this I think is the moft 
ridiculous. Univerfal iufFi age is not to be allowed of ; for what rea- 
fon ? Becaulc the " mafs are a defcription of perfoDs over whom 
** the rich muft ncccflarily have too great an influence.'* The pri* 
vilegc of voting is, therefore^ to .be confined to the fjoufeholders. 

Now, without flopping to inquire how long ** the mafs^* have 
been *^ a defcription of perfons,** I appeal to any man of com- 
mon fenfe and common obfervation, whether the argument 
here advanced is not the moft ahrurd that ever the brain of afyflem- 
monger conceived. The houfeholders only are to vote, becaufe the 
mafs arc too much under the influence of the rich ! Look round your 
neighbourhood, reader, if you are rich, and tell me if it be not the 
houfeholders, and the houfeholders almoft alone, over whom you 
could, in the cafe of an election, have an abfolute control. The 
unmarried man, who is fcarccly ever a houfeholder, whether he be 
a labourer or a journeyman, is ten times as independent as the la- 
bourer or journey man who has a family to fupport, and who muft 
have a houfe to live in. Such a man cannot cafily remove from 
place to place; he cannot lie idle for weeks together: and, if he 
be rejected from one dwelling, he cannot always find another. It 
' is ten to one but his wife ^as h^r relations upon the fpot, and it 
is prob:it)te that fome of his children may be employed in the neigh- 
bourlwoj. Such a man i^ dependant on his matter, on the pro- 
prietor of his houfe, on the miller, or baker, who trufts him with 
bread, and on thofe who may give employment to his wife or his 
cbildsen. And this is the fort of eleftor that Mr. Erlkine has 
pitched ijpoa on account of his independence I Sagacious reformer ! 

thefe 
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thefc would be better avoided by reform than by 
law, as no man would think of afperfiag a hoiife of 
his own making, and in whofe dignity he felt him- 
felf interefted*. 

Another queltion arofe: Is this the proper feafon 
for a parliamentary reform ? He ipaintaiped that nq 
time was improper for fo juft and ncceflary ^ meafure. 
But it was impoffible to find a feafon that would fuit 
the oppofers of this plan. Should peace and tranquil- 
lity be again happily reftored, and, after a flormy win- 
ter, the fun of cheerful fqmmer illuniinate us once 
more, a thoufand additional objections would be 
immediately oppofed to it. It would be faid, Now 
that things were again in order, why fhould we ruQ 
the hazard of theories and fpeculations ? We (houl4 
ftlfo hear of difafFedion and traitorous correfpond- 
ence; for the proceedings of Adminiftration ren- 
dered fuch things always poffible. Thus it was, 
that they at firft planted the bitter root, and after- 
wards exclaim againft the jfruit produced by it. 

If a mealure of this kind was fit to be taken at 
all, it fhould be taken immediately, and given with 
a good grace. Such was the opinion of the immor- 
tal Lord Chatham in the American war. *^ As you 
** mufl make cefjions in the end,*' faid he, '•'do not 
" hefitate a moment, nor wait till they are extorted 
♦' from yon.'* Yet Government did procraftinate, 
and the end was, th^t the copceffions were extorted, 
and America was loft. In like manner, Mr. Burke 
declares in one of his publications, that ** Govern- 
<' ment fhould know when to yield what it is impof- 
** fible long to keep, elfe the people may be induced 

* Ppor man ! I wifli he could fee a little how X\\t fovereign people 
oi America treat thofe whom they have cholen to conduft theif af- 
^irs. All is reprefentative here, 1 wifli Coimrdlor Ego would 
yifit Ui a little, and mark (he effe6^s of the glorious fy Item. 
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•* to aA like the populace round a houfc of ill fame, 
*^ who never think of deliberating, but begin to pull 
** down and dcflroy. The light then breaks into you, 
** not througli well-conflru61ed windows, but through 
" the yawning chafm of your ruin." 

The confequence of a reform would be a fpeedy 
peace ; and if that did not arrive, he did not fcruple 
to pronounce that the Government would foon be 
deflroyed. Inflead of procraflinating further, they 
ought to begin by reforming immediately ; as by 
that they would feparate and divide thofe who Wifhed 
well to the conflitution, and thofe who wifhed it 
ill. The former would be contented, and the latter 
would be unmafked. It was this ungracious, dilatory, 
and oppreffive fyflem of ading, that drove our lifter 
Kingdom of Ireland to feek prote<5lion in the arms of 
flrangers, againft the perfecution of thofe firom 
whom they might naturally haveexpedled a kindredl 
tendcrnefs and affet'lion. 

Whence came it that France got poffeffion of 
Holland, and in fo many furrounding countries and 
flates beheld banners eredlcd in colours fimilar to 
their own ? It was becaufe the people of thofe couh*^ 
tries were w6ary of the governments which fo long 
continued, not to protcfl, but to opprefe them. It 
feemed the deftiny of the prefent Minifters always to 
do every thing too late. The overtures of Mr. 
Wickham, the negotiation of Lord Malmfbury, 
and the late miilion of Mr. Hammond, were too 
late for their obje6^s. Yet it was on the ground of 
thefe inceflant difcomfitures and difafters, that th(gy. 
obiaincd the confidence of the prefent Houfe o£ 
Commons, and had the modefiy to claim that of the 
people. The latter, however, they did not poffefs; 
and if the people are capable of repofing confidence 
in any furh men, he fhould almofl feel inclined to 
be forry for any humble exertions he had made io 
their favour. 

4 He 
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He concluded with exprefling a wifft, (hat thfe 
effed of this reform, if carried, would be extended 
to Scotland, which flood very much in need of itt 
and in ihe interefts of which he fhould always take 
a mofl fincere and intimate concern. The people 
could not but be fcrifible of a variety of defedls, the 
removal of which would prevent their being iin- 
pofed upon by thofe who were ftudious to magnify 
them *. 

MifflMs Yellow Fever Proclamation. — ^The follow- 
ing proclamation is a valuable document in the hit- 
tory of republican liberty. 

Whereas it is provided in and by the a6l of the 
General Affembly, entitled, *^ An k&. to amend and 
repeal certain Provifions in the Health -laws of 
this Commonwealth/' '* That the Governor, or^^ 
in his abfence, a majority of the Board of Infpe6l- 
or», (hall have full power and authority to prohibit 
all intercourfe with infe6led places within the United 
States under any penalty not exceeding 300 dollars 
on each perfon tranigreffing the faid prohibition, tof 
be recovered by adlion of debt, or by indiftment^ 
one half to be paid to the In(pe6lors for the benefit 
of the hofpital on State Ifland, and the other half to 
the benefit of the informer ; and to direft the remo- 
val of any perfon or perfons infeded, or who, ftarti 
their cxpofure to the operation of contagion, are liii-=-' 
blc to become (b ; and to order the quarantine! tiy 
be performed by any veflel ; and to dire6l the re- 
moval and purification of any veflel, goods, wires/ 
and merchandife, and to take fuch fuitable and 



* Upon the whole, this is certainly the fillieft fpecch that ever 
I read ; and I think it fully verifies what has been a thoufand times 
averted refpedting the fhallownefs of the fpeaker. He is a merQ 
thmg of wrds ; his eloquence is like the chatter of the pye. ' - 
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efficient meafures as may be found neceflary to pre-- 
vent all fuch intercourfe, and to carry into complete 
efFe<Si the aforefaid proyilions, and to caufe fuch 
perfons as tranfgrefs or difohey the ^me, to be con? 
yeyed to the hofpjt^l on State Ifland, and there kept 
for ooe month, or fuch ihorter time as the cafe may 
require, jind whereas it unhappily appears that 4 
malignant and contagious fever exifls in Penn-ftreet 
and the vicinity thereof, in the city of Philadelphia ; 
and it becomes neceffary for the general fafety of 
the citizens that all intercourfc fhould be prohibited 
with thcfaid infedcd place, or with apy other place 
or places, to which the contagion may and fliall exT 
tend ; and that any and every perfon or perfons in- 
fedled witli \he f^id malignant and contagious fevet^ 
or exppfed to the operation thereof within the laid 
city qf Pliiladelphia, ihould be removed to fome 
convenient place out of the qity ; Aid whereas the 
following are deemed fuitable, efficient, and ne^ 
ceflary meafures and regulations, to prevent all in- 
tercoqrfe with the infe<Sled place aforefaid, and to. 
^fiecSuate the wife and benevolent pvirpofe^ of the 
law : that is to fay: — 

1. That all commuipication with the wharfs, 
}ioufes, and inhabitants iituated between Spruce 
and South Itreets, to extend from the. river to the 
Y^efl: lide of Front-flre^t, except by the necelTaiy 
aUjendants, be cut qS by placing poles or fences 
^rofs all the fireets and avenues within the faid 
oifianc^ ; that the ihipping bp removed from the 
wharfs from Spruce to South iireet, and that 
ycUow flags be placed at the corner of each of thcj 
itreets communicating with this part of the city. 

2, That every perfon infe6Jed with a contegious 
fever (whofe particular cafe will admit of removal) 
jthall be removed by the friends of the difeafed, or 
by the Health-officer, to a proper fituation di^ant 
from the city. 
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• jd. That the inhabitants of all houfts adjoining 
or oppofite to thqfe which may contain fick, or in 
which the lick may have been, ihall immediately re- 
move on notice from I he Infped^ors, or be removed 
under the diredlion of tlie Health-officen 

4th* That a yellow flag flialf be fufpended from 
all houfes which contain iick perfons, or from which 
the fick have been removed 5 and that, except the 
neceifary attendants, no pcrfon ihall be allowed to 
^Qter the feme until the faid hoqfe Ihall be praperly 
deanfed. 

5th. That the phyficians of the city and liberties 
be requeftedj when any cafts of contagion fhall 
come within their knowledge, to give notice to the 
Health-officer, or tq cilber of the Infpcdtors, 

New THEREFORE I have dcemcd it a duty liighly 
intercliing to the lafety and welfare qf the commu- 
nity to iffuethis Proclamation, HtKEEv recogniOng, 
authorizing, and cdablilhing all and fingutar the 
meafures aforcfaid, tq be purfued and enforced io luch 
manner as the Infpeitors of the HcalthToffice fhall 
deem moft beneficial and efiedinal for the purpofcs 
thereby defigned ; and if-any pcrfon or jierfons whor 
foever (other than the officer of the Health-officCp 
phyficians and neceflary attendants by them refpec- 
lively employed) fhall hold any intercourfe with the 
infe(9ed place defcribed and cncloled as afurefaid, or 
with any other houfe or houfes, place or places^ 
within the city aforefaid, from which a yellow flag 
or flags fhall at any time be fufpended by the In- 
^iStorsaf the Health-office or their agents atid af- 
iifiants, fuch pcrfon or perlbns fhall, for every fucli 
offence, forfeit and pay the penalty of three hv^* 
DRED BOLLARs, to be rccovercd and applied as the 
law direfls. And if any pertbn or perfons fhall re-* 
|i^fc tp peroiit the Infpe(5tors aforefaid^ or thctr 

agents^ 
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agents, to endofe the infedted place aforefiid, or to 
fufpcnd a yellow flag or flags from any houfe or 
houfes, place or places, which the faid Infpecftors or 
their ajjents ihall deem to be infedled, as aforcfaid, 
or (hall forcibly relift or prevent making fuch enclo^ 
fore, or fufpending fuch flag or flags, or after 
fuch enclofure has been made, or fuch iflag or flags 
has or have been fo fufpended, (hall, without the 
dire<ilion and authority of the Infpedtors, remove 
and abate fuch enclofure, or lake down, deftroy, 
or conceal fuch flag or flags from public view ; or 
ihall refufe, refift, delay, or prevent the faid Infpetfl* 
or», and other officers of the Health-oflfice, and 
their affiftants, or any of them, in the removal of 
any perfon or perfons, in conformity to the foregoing 
iDeafurcs and regulations, or in performing any 
ether a<St or thing whatfoever which they may law-^ 
fully do in order to prevent all intercourfe with any 
infefted place or places aforel'aid ; and tcr carry iato 
complete tffeS the aforefaid meafures and regul;ii« 
tions, every perfon and perfons fo in any wife tranf* 
greffing and difobcying the faid meafures and regu-' 
lations, fliall be forthwith conveyed to the bofpital 
on State Ifland, and there kept for one month, and 
Ihall be liable to fuch further profecution and pu^ 
niihment as the law direfis. And the refident Phy- 
fician, confulting Phyfician, Health-ofliceri andtbci 
Jnfpc6iorsof the Health-office, and all other perfons* 
in any wife intrufted with the execution of the law?' 
for preventing the introducStion of peftilential or 
contagious difeafes into this Commonwealth, and aJI. 
the executive and judicial officers according to the 
duties of their refpedtiye ftations, and all the good 
citizens of the Commonwealth, are required, en-» 
joined, and exhorted to be attentive and vigilant in 
^iicharging th^ir reipcdive duties on this important 

occalionij 



A^e«JST, 1797- 43 

ocqalion, and particularly in carrying this pro* 
clamation into efied* 

Given under my hand, and the great 
feal of the State of Philadelphia^ the 
twenty-third day of Auguft, in the year 
L. S. of our Lord one thousand feven hun^ 
dred and ninety-feven, and of the Com* 
monwealth the twenty-ftcond, 

Thos. Mifjplin* 
By the Governor, A. J. DAtdAS^ 

Secretary of the Commonwealth. 

American HumiJify. — The petition of the matters of 
American veffels at St. Jago, to the Spanifh Gover- 
nor, 

Humhlj Jioxveth, 

Elijah Cottoi>, late mafter of the brig Carolina ; 
W. H. Nichols, late mafter of the brig Juno, and 
Wm. D. Wilfon, late mafter of thefloop Polly, all 
American citizens, and the yeflfels and their cargoes 
American property — that they were brought into this 
port by certain armed boats belonging to the French 
Ilepublic, and here detained, as your petitioner^ 
conceive, in dii:e<5l violation of the laws of nations, 
and the exifting treaties between the French Repub- 
lic and the United States — that your petitioners are 
prevented taking care of their feveral veffels, which 
are daily going to ruin for want of fuchattef]ition ; 
thait no provifion is made for the ieamen, nor arc 
they allowed to ftay on board their refpe6live vcflels ; 
and if any complaint is made, they are beat audi 
abufed by the armed people of the faid boats. Your 
petitioners are alfo informed^ that it is the intention 
of the captains to unload their feveral veffels before 
condemnation is had on them — ^Your petitioners 
humbly requeft, that no permiftiion may be granted, 
and that their feveral veffels may not be peirmitted 

to 
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to be unloaded until they are condemned ;: for if 
their faid veflels are unloaded, and the property 
brought on ihorc, it will be loft to the owners there- 
of, by continued vvafle, plunder, and decay. 

Your petitioners humhty hope they and their pro- 
perty may be protected by the laws of the port while 
tbey are detained, they demeaning themfelves peace- 
ably, and are, &c. 

To this petition the Governor made anfwer, that 
he had nothing to do wiib the French Republic^ tior their 
frizes f. 

Friday, 25^^ August. 

jimerican Lotteries. — From a correfpondent. — j^d- 
vice to thoje who need it. — Have you an itcliing pro- 
peniity to employ your wits to advantage ? Make a 
lottery. A fplendid fcheme is a bait that cannot fafl 
to catch the gulls. Be fure to fpangle it with . rich 
prizes ; the fewer blanks-r-on pper — the better ; for 

* I could not read the ^bove ** ium^e petition'^ addreflecjt 
by Ameiicans to a fubje^ of the fallen Sfani/b kin?, without call- 
ing to mind the chorus of an old long, which we ufed to ting whcQ 
I was a boy : . 

•« Thtjhns cfOld Ei^land, brave, loyal, and free, 

** To Mounfeer or his 'Dom^M^JbaUiu'tr hendtbt ineeJ^ 

We ufed to bawl this out with fuch lungs that you might hear 
every word diftin^ly acrois a field of ten or a. dozen acres'. And 
with fuch glee too; with fuch confcious pride, it was the feofe and 
not the found that gave us deligtit. Alas ! poor cljpwos ! little did 
we dream that the lans-culotte ^gc was approaching. Little did wc 
dream that the day was at hand, when the fini of our boaftcd Old 
England would not only hnd the knee to Mounfter andhh Dwjhipy 
bpt fuffer them to tbumh-fcrevj them, without feeking vengeance, 
and even without a murmur ! Little did wc dr^am, that a crew pf 
gallant tan, defccndcd from the fame ftock with ourfelves, would 
^vcr be feen crawling at the feet of a Spaniard, wfth a, ^^ andyour* 
fietitionersjltall ever pray. '** — Alas! popr bigottcd clod -hoppers L wo» 
Jcnew nothing of the glorious eifedsof litertyand equality! 

0I\ 
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en winding up the bufinefs, you know, it is eafy 16 
make as many blanks as you pleafe. Witnefs a late 
lottery on the Potowmac. The winding up, how- 
ever, is not abfolutely neceffary : you know what a 
noifc the winding up of a certain clock once made. 
The better way is, to delay the drawing ; or (hould 
it ever kegin\ be in no hurry about the end, or, ra- 
ther, let it have no end at all. If, in either cafe, a 
fet of difcontented adventurers fhould happen to fay 
hard things of you, Ihow them that you^defpife 
their unmannerly infinuations, by humming the 
tune of Yankee Doodle, This may dumb-found 
them ; but ftiould they perfift, there is a mode left 
that capnot fail to flop their mouths. The fchcme 
of the lottery is your contract with the purchafers of 
tickets : produce this, and defy them to point out 
any breach of it on your part. Entre nous ; I am 
fuppofing you difcrcet enough to avoid in yoiff 
fchemcp any thing that might look like a promife to 
commence the drawing on this or that particulaf 
day ; or to finilh it at any given period. It would 
be enough to promife a beginning when a fiifficient 
mimber of tickets Jhall be fold \ of the fufficiency you 
would bie the fole judge. Now they ought to know 
as ^yell as you, that, like Peter Pindar's razors, your 
tickets were ** made to fell:'* fo that if but one 
ticket remain unfold, you are under no obligation 
to draw, a fufficient number not having been dif- 
pofed oL 

I would, however, adiually begin to draw the 
tickets, but not till after the lapfe of a comfortable 
period. This may be of fervice to you, and can be 
Qf none to the purchafers. They will begin to think 
you in earneft, and their exhaufted patience may re- 
turn, for a feafon at lead. It will be difanning 
your enemy, while you arc changing your front. 
Witnefs the good effedl of this manoeuvre in an af- 
faii* now traiifa<5ling on the Potowmac. You are 

2 liOl 
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tcr, much lefs be jblted on a cart that diflancc, tvith- 
out cxpofing him to almoft certain death. Did not 
the year 1793 furnifli many mournful inftances of 
this ? And of eight perfons who are faid to have died 
of it now, at thehofpit^l, wefe Hot four in the very 
article of death, by the time they had reached it ? 
But at prefent the fe^^er is faid to be lb inild, fo much 
in the power of medicine, that fotirteen out of fif- 
teen recover. Why then have tecout-f*e to a inc^- 
fure which does not fave more than eleven in fif- 
teen ? 

If then thofe whd are fo ill that it can be detef- 
mined to be infection, with a contagious felrer, ard 
improper ohjects of removal, to fay nothing of thd 
danger of fpreading comagion by carrying them 
through the city, who are they whofe particular cafe 
admits of removal ? Surely not thofe who are fd 
flightly indifpofed that they can be removed with 
fafety ; they cannot poffibly come withiii the mean- 
ing of tb.e article, for their being fufFered to re- 
main, if properly attended to, cannot endanger thd 
city ; the danger is from thofe who cannot be re- 
moved. Admitting that at firlt, when there were not 
perhaps more than half a dozen perfons fick, fuch ^ 
mcafure had been adopted, though the individuals 
might have fufFered, the city might have been pre-« 
fcrved : but it feems now too late. 

One cfFe6t this part of the proclamation has prof- 
duced — it has carried terror and dcftrudtion into very 
many Aunilics, and driven them from their home, 
where in all probability they would have been fafe { 
hut the terror of having their relatives torn from them 
by force in cafeof ficknefs, and the penalty annexed 
to their endeavouring to prevent fuch a dreadful ftep, 
have overbalanced all the inconveniences of what is 
perhaps to many a ruinous flight. 

I do not know who advifed this mcafure, but it is 
now a law, and I do not wifli to oppofc the laws, but 

would 
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would earneftly beg of thofe who have power to re- 
confider the matter, and make fuch alteration as 
theirjudgmcnt and experience may point out. 

A ClTlZEI^. * 

Perilous Gout. — A gentleman in the fouth part of 
the city, who was taken ill a few days lince, had his 
cafe pronounced the yellow fever. — It turns out to be 
the GOUT, and nothing elfe *. 

Humility of Spain. — In the different prefidencies of 
Africa there are French prifoncrs, who were lent tiii- 
thcr on account of a pretended revolt excited at Barce^ 
lona during the war. Citizen Perignon having coU 
ledted the fails, and being aflured that the revolt at 
Barcelona was merely a falfehood, circulated by the 
emigrants as an excufe for their having mafTacred 
125 difarmed Frenchmen, A^j circulated a general note^ 
demanding the releafe of all the French confined in the 
prefidencies^ and the difcharge of thofe who have 
been forced to enter into the fervice of Spain ^. 

Saturday, 



* Now if this gentleman had been feized, according to the ar- 
bitrary proclamation, and hoilled off to a place where, if the fever 
be contagious, at all, hemuft have caught it, who would have been 
anfwerable for his death ? — At the prefent moment, *' pronoun- 
cing" fentence of yellow fever on a man, is nearly as bad as pro- 
nouncing him guilty of murder. 

The fear of this fentence, and its confeauent tranfportation to the 
Wigwam, are driving poor women and children, labourers and 
journeymen, out of the city in fcores. A poor fellow went off to 
the diftanceof twelve miles yefterday, with his family at his heels, 
driving his chattels upon a wheelbarrow; and this for fear, not oi^ 
the yellow fever, but of being accufed of it. If the objeft was to 
tbrn the city, the w/yj? Governor's proclamation was exceedingly well 
contrived. 

f Thefe are fo many examples to' Americans. If the French 
impofe their terms on us, can it be hoped that they will not " Je* 
*' mand the relea/e*^ of all their friends who may be in jail here? 
No : but they will not flop at that. They will " demand ' the pu^ 

VOL. vij^ jt ^ifhment 
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Saturdav, 26'^ August, 

Remarks on M0i?is ProcJanmiion. — Yellow Fe- 
ver. — Wc have not been able to learn that a fingte 
death from this diforder has taken place fince yefter- 
day, — The number of deaths in the city for the laft 
fortnight, have been much fewer than thofe during 
the fame Icafon forfeveral years pa0- — Where, then, 
fhall we look for the caufe of fuch an^Iarm as has 
prevailed -for fomedays part ? 

The Governor's proclamation will cut a confider- 
able figure in the records of Uberfy and eqmiUty. 
Matched I am certain it cannot be by the decrees 
or edidls of any defpots on earth, excepting only 
thofe of republican France- Were a member of the 
Britifh Parliament to propofe any thing rtfembling it, 
his brains would be knocked out before he got a 
hundred yards from the Houfc What ! forcibly 
enter my houfe, and drag from thence my wife or 
my rhildj for no other offence than that of, being 
fick ! and if I dare to defend my '* caflle/* or infift 
upon protecting thofe who are all that is dear to me, 
iofne me and tran/port me to State I Qand ! O ye gods 
of republicanilln^ we befeech you to fhelter us ! — 
Pray, good Mr. Thomas Mifflin, do tell us what /y- 
ra7inf is, if you pleafe ; for very many of us really 
begin to fear that it is fafi: growing upon us, You 
may probably mufier up force enough to drive mc 



niflim^Tvt of fbeir cnemiei, autl ihe difgraceof all who have,t!iougk 
but paflivdy, been a bar to the operation of their decdlable plans* 
ShoulcJ thty obtflin tlie hold they are reat hi ng after, let rhe minifteri 
ot' titc gofpel, let The federal governiiieiit, let every honeil tnan 
tremble. Let not thofe who have *' d&m mtMng^^^ imiigmt that that 
ii]ly|.^ltfa Will pi ore^ their property and their lives* When the 
blood-huondfi of Cai riere were tiragglog an old man to the guilJo- 
tine ot Nantz : " \\ hai am I to be piuiifiied for ?" iaid he ; *' / 
** han^t d^ne n&thing^'^^*'Th'At'% the very tluDgj" faid they, 
** that you are 10 bc^&^Wii tor/' 

out 
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out into the fields^ or trundle me along againfl: my 
will to a ftinking and infecVed hofpital ; but yoa 
ihall never make me fajr that this is liberty. Yoa 
may toaft and boa ft about your republican liberty as 
Jong as you pleafe ; but futFer mc to tell you, that 
the bubble will very Ibonburll. — The candle is novr 
lighted, and, if it pleafe the Almighty to preferve 
me from the clutches of the heroes of the yellow 
flag, it Ihall not be kept under a bufliel. 

Republican Maligniiy. — ^^ Three fliips of Lord 
** Bridport's fleet had returned to Spithead about 
*^ five days fubfeqnent to the execution of Par- 
'* KfiR, tiie delegate, in a flate of mutiny, one of 
*^ which was the Marlborough, of 74 guns, Cap- 
" tain Eaflon ; the remainder of the fleet was in 
*^ iight, and expelled all m^ in the fame ftaU^ 

When our readers pronounce '^ expe^ed all in^ m 
*' the fame ^afe" they will recollefl that the above 
extracts are from a New^York paper, and will make 
contiderable allowance for the iniparhaliry of the 
channel through which the news comes. We are 
fo apt to expe^ what we wijh^ that our expe(£lations 
are feldom well founded. There is every reafon to 
hope, that the univcrfal indignation expreffed by 
the country at the difgraceful condu£l of the muti- 
neers, and particularly the example that has beea 
made of the infamous ringleaders, will have a good 
efietfk on the fleet in generah Should it not, there 
is no way left but to coax them under the batteries, 
and blow them up. 

An expreflion, or a lingle word, will fometimes 
furnifh a criterion of the credit to be given to a pa- 
per. That paper, from which the above news Is 
taken, fays, that Parker, the mutinous fcoundrcl (I 
beg pardon, perhaps I may be profecuted by ihe com^ 
monweallh of Pennfyhania for libelling the memory of 
i\\\$ peat man) : the paper lays, that this infamous 

M 2 Oc;\^v 
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chief of the ^^ floating commonwealth" behaved at 
his execution with manly fortttiule.^' This was a 
way of praifing the villain as far as the public would 
bear to hear him praifed ; and from this circum- 
ilance we may judge of the reft of the intelligence 
contained in the fame paper. 

. Private letters from Hull fpeak of " the lituation of 
affairs in Great Britain, as having changed much for 
the better ;" which they mod certainly would not 
have done, if Lord Bridport*s fleet had been thought 
-tp be in a flate of mutiny. 

r. • Monday, sS^^.^A^ugust. 

\Jefferfoni Letter to his Britijh Creditor.— The fol- 
lowing curious piece' was, it feems, read in evidence 
at the laft federal court at Richmond. It is by mc 
t^k^n from the South Carolina Gazette, where it was 
inferted with the profefled intention (whether ironi- 
cal or not I do not pretend to -fay) of clearing Mr. 
Jefferson of the charge of having oppofed the Bri- 
tifh treaty, becaufe it obliged him to payhisjufl 
debts. 

E^traff of a Letter y dated Paris^ Jdniuiry 5, ^787, 

. 'written by Thomas Jefferfon^ to a Britijh Creditor of 

i Mr. WayleSy ichofe Daughter Mr. Jefferfon married^ 

' After exprefling his anxiety to begin the payment 
of the debt on the part of Mr. Wayles, he pro- 
ceeds: 

«' I am delirous of arranging with you fuch jufl 
and pradticable conditions as will afcertain to you the 
terms at which you will receive my part of your 
debt, and give me the fatisfadion. of knowing that 
^ou are contented. What the laws of Virginia are, 
or may be, will in no wife influence my condu6t. 
Subflantial jufticc is my obje<5l, as decided by rea-» 
fon, and not by authority or c6mpulfion. 

- 4 " The 
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'* The firft queftion which arifes, is as to the arti^ 
cle of intereft. For all the time preceding the war, 
and all fubfcquent to it, I think it reafonable that in- 
tereft fhould be paid ; but equally unreafonable du- 
ring the war. Intereft is a compenfation for the ufe 
of money. Your money in my hands is in the form 
of lands and negroes. From thefe, during the war, 
no ufe in profits could be derived. Tobacco is the 
article they produce ; that can only be turned inta 
money at a foreign market. 

** But the moment it went out of our ports for 
that purpofe, it was captured either by the King's 
Ihips, or thofe of individuals. The confequencc 
was, that tobacco worth from twenty to thirty (hil- 
lings the hundred, fold generally in Virginia, during 
the war, for five ftiil lings. This price, it is known, 
will not maintain the labourer, and pay his taxes. 
There was no furplus of profit then to pay an in- 
tereft ; in the mean while we flood enfurers of the 
lives of the labourers, and of the ultimate iflTue of 
the war. 

** He who attempted during the war to remit ei- 
ther his principal or. intereft, muft have expedted to 
remit three times to make one payment ; becaufe it is 
fuppofed that . two out of three parts of the fliip- 
mcnts were taken. It was not poffible then for the 
debtor to derive any profit from the money which 
might enable him to pay an intereft, nor yet to get 
rid of the principal by remitting it to his creditor. 
With rofped to the creditors in Great Britain, they 
moftly turned their attention to privateering, and, 
arming the veflels they had before employed in 
trading with us, they captured on the feas, not only 
the produce of the farms of debtors, but of thofe pf 
the whole ftate — ^they thus paid themfelves by cap- 
ture more than the annual intereft, and we loft more. 
Some merchants indeed did not engage in privateer- 
ing ; thefe loft their intereft, .but we ^d not gain it : 
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it fell into the hands of their countrjmen. It cannot 
thrrrforc he demanded of us ; as between thefe mer- 
chatitu and their debtors it is the cafe where a lofs 
being incurred, each party may juflifiably endeavour 
to Ihift it from himfelf : each has an equal right to 
nvoid it : one party can never expe<9: the otner to 
yield a thing to which he has as good a right as the 
dcniandcr. Wc even think he has a better right than 
thcdemandcr in the prefent inftance : this lofs has 
been ocrafioncd by the fault of the nation which 
\\'as creditor. Our right to avoid it then flands on 
Icfs rX(Tptionable ground than theirs ; but it will be 
fnid that each party thought the other the aggreflfor. 
In thcfo dil'putcs there is but one umpire, and that 
has decided the queftion where the world in general 
thought the right laid. 

** JVliilcs thefc rcafons in favour of the general 
maf^ of dcbtoiti, I have fomc peculiar to ipy own 
cnio. In the year i7"'6, before a fhilling of paper 
nmney wa» under Aood, I fold lands to the amount 
of 4, :ooA in order to py thefe two debts. I offer- 
ed the l>ond^ to your agent, Mr. Evans, if he would 
iiet)uit me, and accept of the purchafers as debtors. 
In my place : they were as furc as myfelf. Had he 
done it. thcic debtors being turned over to you, 
\\A>uld hrtvc Ihtu ikvctl to you by the treaty of peace : 
but he diTlincil it. Great Turns of paper money 
vov til\cr\xAi\l^ iflVicd lluis deprtri«led« and pay* 
UKui was m^de mc in this money \ihen it was hot a 
]lu\)\^\x\ Our U\\$ d\> not rtuiile their oun citizens 
to ix\)Uiiir rr)Vjiymtnt in ihc^ catess though the 
tuN^ty ;intbovJtxN the Kruilh trtditors to do it : here 
Iho^^ I K i\ tW )Mino5y\Al Ai^l intcrril once. Again, 
) o^\i <\m \x^'J»* t^noan^.pe\i u^n dav^ on an eltate of 
WniH\ ;^t V'K l:*c^^v^ h^vir^ his "head quarters in 
l^>v >v>^!i i IvKtuM *V< ;h^uNk\\>-hocxs and barns 
fN*^ ^>v '^»^^, XX .;h < V i-^w^w Of' ihe Jwiaer year in 
llviw. jl to i^^xm aU «Hc cvkWiCcws mmI v^tftd the 
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fields in which the crop of that year was growing 
{it was the month of June) ; he killed or carried off 
every living animal, cutting the throats of thofe 
which were too young for fervice : of the flaves he 
carried off thirty. The ufelefs and barbarous injury 
he did me in tliat in fiance, was more than would 
have paid your debt, principal and intercft ; thus I 
loft it a fecond time : ftill I will lay my fhoulder afli- 
duoufly to the payment of it a third time. In doing 
this, however^ I think yourfclf will be of opinion t 
am authorized m juflice to clear it of every article 
not demandable upon ftridl right : of this nature I 
coniidcr intereft during the war, 

** Another queftion is as to the paper money I dc- 
pofitcd in the t tea fury of Virginia towards the dit- 
charge of this debt, I before obfervedj that I had 
fold lands to the amount of 4,200/. before a fhilling 
of paper money was emitted, with a view to pay the 
debt : I received this money in depreciated paper. 
The State was then calling on thofe who owed mo- 
ney to Britifh lubje<5ts to bring it into the treafury, 
where it was applied, as all money of the fame de- 
fer! pt ion was^ to the fapport of the war, Subfe- 
quent events have been fuch, that the State cannot, 
and ought not^ to pay the feme nominal fum in gold 
or filver, which they received in paper ; nor is it 
certain what they will do : my intention being, and 
having always been, that, whatever the State decides, 
you fhall receive my part of your debt fully • I am 
ready to remove all difficulty arifing from this depo- 
fit, to take back to myfelf the demand againfl the 
State, and to confider the depolit as originally made 
for myfelf, and not for you. 

*^ Thele two articles of intereft and paper money 
being thus icttled, I would propofe to divide the 
clear proceeds of the cftate (in which there ate from 
80 to 100 labouring flaves) between yourfelf and 
Keppcr and Co. two thirds to you^ and one third to 

E 4 t\v<i\Ii \ 
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litem: and that the crops of this prefent year, 1787, 
fliall conftitute thefirfl payment. That crop cannot 
begot to the warehoufe completely, till May of the 
iiext year ; and' I fuppofe that three months more will 
be little enough to fend it to Europe, or to fend it 
to Virginia and remit the money : fothat I could not 
fafely anfwer for placing the proceeds in your hands 
till the month of Augufl, and fo annually every Au- 
guft afterwards, till the debt fhall be paid. It will 
be always both my intereft and my with to get it to 
you as much fooner as poffible, and probably a part 
of it may always be paid fome months fooner. If 
the affigning of the profits, in general terms, may 
feem to you too vague, I am willing to fix the an- 
nual payment at a fum certain. But that I may not 
fall fhort of my engagement, I fhall name it fome- 
what lefs than I fuppofed may be counted on. I 
Ih^ll fix your part at four hundred pounds fterling 
anrfually ; and, as you know our crops of tobacco 
to be uncertain, I Ihould referve a right, if they fall 
fhort one year, to make it uptheenfuing one, with- 
out being fuppofed fo have, failed in my engage- 
ment ; but every other year, at leaft, all arrearages 
Ihall be fully paid up. 

*' My part of this debt of Mr. Wayles' eflate be- 
ing one third, I fliould require that in proportion, if 
I pay my third, I fhall fl:and difcharged as to the 
other two thirds, fo that the payment of every three 
hundred pounds fhall difcharge me as to three hun- 
dred pounds of the undivided debt. The other gen- 
tlemen have equal means of paying, equal defires, 
and more ikill in aflfairs. Their parts of the debt 
therefore are at leaft as fure as mine ; and my great 
cbjc61 is, in cafe of any accident to myfelf, to leave 
my family uninvolved with any matters whatever. 

/* I do not know what the balance of this debt is. 
TThe laft account current I faw was before the war, 
making the whblc balance, principal and interefl-, 

fomewherci 



AUGUST, 1797. 57 

fomewhere about nine thoufand pounds, and after 
this there were upwards of 400 hogflieads of tobac- 
co, and fome payments in money, to be credited. 
However, this fcttlement can admit of no difficulty ; 
and in the mean time the payments may proceed with- 
out affedting the right of either party to have a juft 
fcttlement. 

^^ Upon the whole then I propofe, that, on your 
part, you relinquifli the claim to intereft during the 
war, fay from the commencement of hoftilities April 
19, 1783, being exadlly eight years; and that in 
proportion as I pay my third I fhall be acquitted as 
to the other two thirds. On my part I take on my- 
felf the lofs of the paper money depofited in the trea- 
fury ; I agree to pay intereft previous and fubfequent 
to the war, and oblige myfelf to remit to you for 
that and the principal four hundred pounds fterling 
annually, till my third of the whole debt fhall be 
fully paid ; and I will begin thefe payments in Au- 
guft of next year. 

" If you think proper to accede to thefe propofi- 
tions, be fo good as to fay fo at the foot of a copy of 
this letter. On my receipt of that, I will fend you 
an acknowledgment of it, which will render this 
prefent letter obligatory on me : in which cafe you 
may count on my faithful execution of this under- 
taking. 

" 1 have the honour to be, with great refpedl,. Sir, 
your mofl. obedient and humble fervant, 

•' Thomas Jefferson.** 



ImparhalUy of American Papers. — On Saturday I 

?ubli(hed, from the " Daily Advertifer** of New- 
'ork, the following paragraph : 
^* Three fhips of Lord Bridport*s fleet had return- 
^^ ed to Spithead about five days fubfequent to the 
^* EXECUTION of Parker, the delegate, in a ftate 
** of mytiny, one of which was the Marlborough^^ 
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** of 74 guns, Captain Eafton : the remainder of 
" the fleet was in fight, , and expeded all uiy in the 
*' Jameftater 

I cautioned my readers againft giving credit to the 
clofing part of this paragraph, and I now find I did 
right; for, afterhaving carefully perufed this ^^Z)tf/7y 
Jdvertifer^^ of the fuccecding day, which contains 
the delail of what the previous paper profeflTed to give 
us the fubftance, I find not any thing to warrant the 
editor's faying, that all the fleet was expelled to he in 
a Jlate of mutiny. 

Now, I call upon Afr. iZo^^/W to tell the public 
whence he derived his information ; and how he 
came jiot to repeat it in his detail — Infiead of all the 
fleet being in a ftate of mutiny, it appears, that the 
crew on board of one of the mutinous Ihips had vo- 
luntarily returned to their duty; and there was not 
the leaft apprehenfion entertained refpefting the 
other two ftiips. It appears from every circumfiance, 
that Government has got the rebellious villains com- 
pletely under its thumb ; and it is probable that this 
gives Mr. Robbins fome little uneafinefs. 

AGAIN. 

The ClaypooJes have this day publifhed an article 
from Halifax^ Nova Scotia^ dated loth Auguft. 
Pray how comes it their watchful correfpondent has 
not fent them an account of the progrefs of " the/pi^ 
*^ rit of liberty, with which the air of the country 
•* feems impregnated ?'*— How comes he not to repeat 
his fiory about the dearnefs of provifions, and the cer- 
tainty of the place falling into the hands of the French y 
if attacked by them ? They muft by this time have 
difcovered that their correfpondent is a liar, and a 
fpiteful flanderer : why then do they not contradift 
his falfehoods, which they have given circulation 
to ? They leave that for me to do, I fuppofe, and, 
indeed, as it happens, 1 can do it moll effectually t 
but no thanks to them. 

Tuesday^ 




The Jail a School of Patriotifm. — Often has it been 
remarked, that all \\ie falriots of the ytdcwXenlighi- 
med age have fludicdi and brought their minds to 
maturity, in a jail Among thofe of the higher 
clafs were PFilkes^ Mrabeau^ Trenk^ Tooke^ he, and 
among thoib of the lower, Paim^ Hardy ^ Gray*s 
razor- man ^ and a m altitude of others. Such ani^ 
mals as Lloyd, Lee^ &c. are hardly worth naming. 
Bankruptcy Teems as neceffary to prepare a man for 
patriot! fm, as gutting is to prepare a rabbit for the 
Iptt By the following account it will be feen that 
Parker, the famous mutineer, was a fcoundrel, who 
firft cheated his creditors, and then purchafed his 
freedom by an offer of his lervice in the navy.^ — 
Never let fuch men be Irufted — the 1 windier ever 
fiands prepared for the lafl degree of guilt 

*' Richard Parker, who has rendered htmfelf Co 
confpicuous among the mutineers of the fleet, is faid 
to be defcended from a refpeflablc family at Exeter. 
He obtained a good education, was bred in the navy^ 
and about the conclufion of the American war was 
an ading lieutenant in one of his Majefly's ftiips. 
He foon came into pofleffion of a confiderablc fum 
of money, and fliortly after he went to Scotland, and 
married a larmer's daughter in Aberdeenfhire, with 
whom he received a decent patrimony. At this 
time, being without employment, he foon finifhed 
his fortune, and became involved in debt, on ac- 
count of which he was caft into Edinburgh jail, 
where he was at the time the counties were raifing 
feamen for the navy- He then entered as one of the 
volunteers for Pert hib ire, received the bounty, and 
was releafed from prifon upon paying tfie incarce- 
rating creditor a part of his bounty* He was put on 
board the tender then in Leith Roads, commanded 
by Captain Watfon, who carried him> with many 
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others, to the Norc. On the paffage, Captain Wat- 
fon clilHnfjuilhed Parker hoth by liis aclivity and po- 
lite addrels. That he is the fame prribn known in 
the mutinous fleet by the appellation of Admiral 
Parker, is proved by Captain VVaifon himlclf, who, 
before he laft failed trom the Nore for Leith, was 
ordered by the crew of the Sandwich to come on 
board, which he did, and was then introduced to 
and interrogated by Parker, whom he knew at firfl 

fight." 

Pafrtofk American Captain, — The floop General 
Green of this port, bound to the Cape, was taken 
on her paHiige by an Englifh cruifcr, fent into the 
Mole, forced to fell 2co bis. of pork of her cargo, 
and allowed to depart, which flic did ; and, in pur- 
fuincf her deltiuation, was taken by a French priva- 
teer, carried into the Cape, and there cleared by 
the intereft of Captain Bufehman, when, through the 
vitlany of the Captain^ one Lewis, fhe would have 
been condemned, he having vol untarilyT??'^^^^^^^/^:/- 
ration that the General Gree?i was bound to the Mole *. 



Effects of Miffl'ms tyrannical Prochnnation, — I yef- 
terday informed my readers, that, in confequence 
of the inhuman proclamation^ none of the phylicians 
would any longer make reports to the Board of 
Health, and that therefore all information from 



* This ought to be a caution to merchants how they empl6y 
fans-culotte captains. It is a thing that they are apt to p^y too little 
attention to ; and which inattention has coft them many a vcflel. 
A fans-culotte that is ready to fell his country, that can patiently 
bear to fee it robbed and defpifed, will fuch a wretch, think you, 
fcruple to give up the property of an employer for wiiofe wellare 
be does not care two draws ? A Jacobin is abfoiiucly unfit for any 
poft of trnft, except that of a plundering commiirary, or purveyor 
for the guillotine. 

that 
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that quarter refpecling the number of new cafes or 
deaths, was at an end. 

Another evil of the proclamation is, the relations 
and friends of difeafed perfons take Ipecial care to 
conceal their malady from their neighbours, and, ia 
many inftances, even from the phyficians. The 
confequence of which is, infeitlon in its moft deadly 
degree is depofited in a neighbourhood before any 
one is aware of it ; and phylicians arc*not called ia 
till the moment that their aid is ufelefs. Two awful in- 
ftances of this nature are mentioned in Brown's paper 
of laft evening by DoSfor Caldwell; and it is now well 
known, that from No. 13, Chefnut-llrcet, a perfon 
was laft night carried to the grave in fecret, who 
died with the yellow fever ; though the people of 
the houfe had conftantly denied that the diforder 
was there. Thus, unlets the dreadful proclamation 
be immediately revoked^ and that in the mofl public 
and unequivocal manner, will the contagion fpread 
over every quarter of the city. Who, does Thomas 
Mifflin think, will run to his inquilitors and de- 
nounce their parents or their children, when they are 
fure that will be immediately followed by their tranf- 
portation to an infedled hofpital, where all commu- 
nication will be inftantly cut off between them and 
the phyfician they iiave called in to fave their lives, 
and in whom alone, perhaps, they can have any confi- 
dence ? The Ihocking, the cruel example of Mr. 
Fleetwood, has fpread confternation among all thofe 
who cannot rely upon the difcretion or courage of 
the perfons by whom they are furrounded. The 
fear occafioned by the proclamation extends its fatal 
influence to every other difeafe alfo. If a man is 
taken with a bilious fever, or any other diforder, 
however dangerous delay may be, he, not knowing 
the nature of it, puts off'the fending for a phyfician, 
for fear of being hauled off /o' the infecled hofpitaL L^t 
!^homas MifiUn beware what he is about. I am 

ceitiivw 
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certain bis proclamation is uncotiftituilonal ; and if 
ratisfa<5tion cannot be obtained for any a<5l of force 
that may be committed in obedience to it, the con- 
flitution of Pcnnlylvania is a farce. Were I the 
heir or fucccflbr of Mr. Fleetwood I would bring 
an aflion immediately againit thofe who forced him 
from his lodgings. It is faid that he remonfl rated 
Tvith all the eloquence of dread and difirefe- With 
the full alfurance that he never rtiould furvive the 
cruel removal, he offered ^r^ hundred guineas to be 
fu tiered to remain in his own chamber, from which 
no one J no not even the proprietor of the houfe, 
could lawfully remove him. — Poor man ! he very 
probably^ like myfelf, came to Pennfylvania tojiekli* 
heriyt! 

Greal Conjlerpuuion tn Philadelphia. — There is now 
no getting any thing like a correal flatement of the 
progrefs of the fevcr^ or of the deaths it occafibns ; 
but the returns collcded from the fextons prove that 
the deaths are ml more nmieroiis now than ihey were 
Jdji year at ihefomefeafon. Thoutands of perfons are, 
how ever J flying from the city. Upwards of one 
hundred loads of trunks and other goods were 
met yefterday morning between the city and Shoe- 
maker-town ; that is^ in the fpace of mW miles : and 
1 myfclfj on Sunday morning, met about a dozen 
families between the middle ferry and the upper end 
of Market- tireet. The Clergy^ who certainly ought 
never to fl:ir while there is a foul to be faved, or a 
mind to be foothed by their miniftry, are, I am 
afraid, preparing to join in the flight. 

Admitting (which I am far from doing) that no* 
thing is fo valuable as life ; and that it is right for 
all who can afford it to fly ; what are the foor to do ? 
' — They cannot remove ; and they will expire in their 
beds one by one, rather than expol'e Ihemfclvcs to 
the dangers of the cart and the hofpitah Why docs 

not 
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not the proclamation invife them to remove while 
weilj VLXid promife themfupfort in the tents on the 
commons i When this is negledted, let us hear no 
more about ^^thefrofferous fiat e of our finances ^ If 
the treafury hefulJ^ as it is faid to be, let it be emp- 
tied inftantly, that the poor may have the fame 
chance of living as the rich. This would be fomc- 
thing like equality. 

Private adts of inhumanity are already fpoken of- 
I hope they will be rare : but I take this opportunity 
of declaring my fixed refolution of holding all thofe 
who are guilty of them up to the abhorrence of man- 
kind. 



Wednesday, 30^^ August. 

Haley. — ^Thc following letter, from this piratical 
mifcreant, exhibits a veiy fair fpecimen of the fenti- 
ments of a great majority of thofe who imbibed 
their moral and political principles during the Ame- 
xican revolution. 

Copy of a Letter from Captain Haley to L Clafon^ 
E^q.-^^ Dieppe^ ^cxth jipril^ 1797. 
Dear Sir, 
I take the liberty to inform you of my prefent fitu- 
ation. When 1 left vou in London, laft January, 
for France, my determination was to obtain a French 
commillion, in hopes to get revenge from my infer- 
nal enemies ; and my good friends in this country 
granted my rcqueft. When I returned to London, 
my intention was, to cut fome veffel out of the 
Downs ; but, by good luck, you had not left Lon- 
don when I returned, and you was good enough to 
offer me the command of the Hare, which I thought 
would be a good opportunity for me, asl well 
knew the principal part of the cargo belonged to my 
detefled enemies, to fay the Englifh, and all the 
cargo enfored in Iiondon among the refl of the rob* 
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bcrs. All this bufinefs I kept to myfelf, and after 
my leaving the infernal Tory-land by the virtue of 
my commiflion, I found a fafe port in France called 
Dieppe ; my intention was, to have the cargo con- 
demned, but had no idea of the fhip'fharing the 
fame fate ; however, that is the cafe, and if I were 
to fufFer fhipwreck, you, nor no other republican, 
fhould fufi^er on my account ; but at prefent it is out 
of my power. 1 expe6l the damned Tory party 
would cut my throat if in their power; however, aa 
long as I live, it will be my only ftudy to annoy 
them, and if the war continues, they may think 
themielvcs lucky if they don't get another bite from 
me. 1 hope you will excufc me for taking this li- 
berty with your Ibip, and hope you may get her re- 
ftored to you. I wifh you would fend a copy of 
this to London, as I am afraid they have forgot me ; 
but they may reft allured that I have not forgot the 
Old Jerfey, and the damned violations committed 
on me in London, and other parts of their infernal 
dominions.' Although the cargo of the Hare does 
not fall into my hands, it falls into the hands of the 
republicans, which is the people that 1 delights in. 
I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 

N. Haley *. 

Legijlatufi 

* This is very pretty. The villain goes to France, gets a coin« 
miffion as a privateer captain, then goes to England (under the cha- 
rader of an American) with the intention of ftealing a velFel in the 
river ; but, happening to meet with an American merchant ia 
London who offered him the commandof a merchant-fhip, he takes 
thefaid fhip (that being lefs dangerous than cutting one out of the 
7hames)^ and, inftead of conduSing her to America, conduds 
her intoDiepj>e in France, where vcflel and cargo are condemned 
upon his evidence ! It would be ridiculous to imitate the Newr- 
York Gazette, and comment on the hafenejl 2XiA perfidy of this man's 
condu6t ; but it may not be amil's to obierve what has been over- 
looked by the editor of that paper, to wit, that this condu^ of 

Haley 



wiure of Pennjylvama. — T!ie Leglilaf ure met 
on ihe 2Sth of this month, and atljourned; after 
having paflTcd a bill appropriating lOjOoo dollars to 
the Coipmittee of Health, to be by them applied to 
the relief of fick and indigent perfons laboonus; un- 
der malignant or other difeafcs in the city and iil)cr- 
ties of Philadelphia, which palTed the Houf^; of Re- 
prefentatives of Pennfylv^ia yefterday aftcrnocn, 

M^monjtranc^ againji Mi0hfs Proclamaikn. — To 
Thomas Mifflin, Efq, Governor of Peonlylvania- — 
Sir, As a common citizen, affected by your different 
orders and proclamations, permit me to a(k you a 
few queftioos, in which I conceive, not only my own 
iDterefl is concerned, bat that of the citizens of Phi* 
ladelphia generally* 

In your proclamation of the laft week you have 
a)mmanded that on the appearance of thefymptoms 
of the prefent contagion, the perfons fo affcflcd Ihall 
(if in a fituation that will poffihiy admit of removal) 
be immediately remorcd to a place provided for their 
reception without the city, and if not in a flate tobe 
removed, that ^yelhw Jlag ihould be difplayed from 
the houlc, thereby preventing any intercourfe be- 
tween the patient and his or her friends. Permit me 



Haley is another bitancc to be added to the thoufands tbat we 
have witneiTcd of the congeniality between whi^gifm and every 
fpeciee of wickedpcfs. Other men may dcteft HaJey, but farely 
ihe Whigs of the revolution ought to cxcufe him for the lake of his 
republicanpnTidpies, and his me±tinguifliabie hatred of Great 
Britain. Theft: virtues ought to cover a multitude of fins. He 
0iould^ in deed J in his rage againft Great Britain, take catz not to 
f^v2£ Amirican j^w^^ny \ that is a dreadful mi ilake , panicularty 
when the property belongs to fomc goad old revolutionary M%tg^ 
as appears to mve been the cafe in the prefent rnftance ; but, even 
in that cafe, the patriotic Haley furniflies the lofer with a confola- 
tioD : *' Your cargo does not fall into my hands/ fays he, '* but^f 
**/W/i ini<> ihe haj^di ^afif UflLiCANf, which is the people that I 
t* cklighti int" 
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to alk you, Sir, if you were feized with this difeafe, 
whether you would peaceably fubmit to have a ne- 
gro forcibly drtig you from your houfc into a common 
carij from thence conveyed to the place which yoU 
term the hofpitaly but which I and the world more juflly 
term 2iJlaughler'houfe ; there to live perhaps a week ini 
the moft exquifite torture for want of proper attend- 
ance, and at length die for a draught of water ? It is 
eafy for you to iffue proclamations, but 'tis hard for us 
to comply with them when life itfelf is at ftake. 
Would you fuffer the darling objcAs of your honour^ 
able znd innocent love to be dragged from before youf 
eyes, and conveyed to this filthy rendezvous, which 
you have feen proper to prepare for the reception of 
xSxtfwiniJh multitude ? Would you fuffer 2i yellow Jla^ 
to be fufpended from your houfe, preventing your 
friends (if you had any) from approaching you ? You 
paay anfwer thefe queflions in the affirmative, but it 
.remains for us to judge how far you will fpeak the 
truth. 

Why have you not rather prepared a place for thfc 
reception of thofe people (not yet attacked with the 
fatal malady) whofe circumiiances or finances will 
not admit them to leave the city during its preva- 
lence ? Becaufe you have judged it lefs expenfive to 
the public to tranfport them to the hofpital, and 
from thence to Potter's Field, the fevere deftiny of 
almoft all who enter it. 

You may conceive, Sir, that this unequalled pro- 
clamation, this defpotic command, will be obeyed ; 
but you may be miftaken. I have an aged parent, 
brothers and fitters, dear to me as my life; and 
fhould Providence fee fit to extend its judgment to 
them or me, you may,' perhaps, find in that humble 
manlion which we at prefent inhabit, the means of 
defence againft any of your humane drivers, fhould 
they dare to enter it, even in compliance with your 
orders. 

Reflea 
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. Refleft on your proceedings in this bufine(s, and 
confider how far you have complied with that old and 
good precept : " Do unto others y as you would that 
%thers Jhould do unto you *^ 

A Poor Citizen, 



Thursday, 31*^ August. 

Barney. — ^Extraft of a letter from Commodore Bar^ 
ney, to his friend in this town, dated Medufa, at fea, 
Auguft 21ft, 1797. — *^ After feven months blockade 
by the enemy, I have at length efcaped their vigi- 
lance. The moment they reduced the number o£ 
their fhips to watch my movements (from twelve, 
eight, fix, and until thefe few days, five fliips to 
two ; that is, one Ihip of the line and a frigate), I 
was determined to pufti out with my two frigates, 
which I did yefterday, although I faw them both ta 
the fouthward of me. The winds were high, but 
we loft fight of them in the night. So ends a block- 
ade which has coft the enemy upwards of 800,000 
dollars, and has been of no real injury to France. 
I hope foori to give a good account of ourfelves ; and 
was I on equal terms with them in point of force, 
they fhould have little to boaft of*." 

Dangers to be apprehended from France ^ in cafe a 
peace between her and Great Britain takes place. — The 
laft European news informs us, that Lord Malmf- 

- ^- - — --.-■- -■^-- ,, 

* Yes, Commodore, if you ftiould fall in with an American 
merchantman or two, they will, indeed, have little to boafl of. 
I fuppofc the noble Commander is on the look-out for Indiamen. 
The fine prizes his brother Carmagnoles have lately made in and 
near the Delaware, mavpoflibly tempt him to come up to rhit 
city ; if he were to do it, 1 have no doubt that he would meet with 
another vejy cordial reception; another civic feftivaL OGodl 
what is the world come to, when a man who abandons his country, 
goes into the fervicc of its enemy, and returns with the exprefs and 
SYOwed intention of plundering it — ^what is the world come to^ 
when fach a 0ian is publicly applauded, feaftcd, andtQ9i&.^^^^^ 

^ 2 bVJiX^ 
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bury h about to open another ncf^otiatloTi with the 
rr|:kir1es of Paris j and n appears at the Tame time, 
tbal the Diif6>ory and Councils are leeing wliich 
fliall eiit the others throats. They arc glaring, eaft- 
ing tlicir baleful eyes at one another, like Miltoii*s 
Death and the Devil at the gates of HelL They are 
preparing to flrike. Strike away^ id the name of all 
that's juft. Strike both at once, and may the arms of 
both be fuecefsful I 

I with to fee a new revolution in France^ if it be 
only to prevent England from makfng prace ; for if 
they make peace, before we arc readmits d into ihe 
infernal graces of the Carmagnoles, we fhall be treated 
jufi like a conquered country » They will Ge- 
neva us, they will Venice us, till wc have not a Ihil- 
ling in our pockets or a ihirt oq out backs. 

It is vainly imagined by thofe who crv in the very 
feme accent, and without intermiiJion^ P^ace, peace, 
peace, peace ! it is vainly imagined by thefe guinea- 
fo%vl politicians, m Burke calls them, that when 
France has made peace with all the reft of the world, 
Ijer tyrants will forbear to rob and domineer over the 
United States ! TIN founded hope ! filly expeifta- 
tion I Look at their condufl towards other weak 
ftatcs* To the formidable powers, though their 
jnoit bitter enemies^ they grant honourable terms. 
Pruflia and the Emperor have made as good a peace 
* with them as they could wifli • but how have they 
treated Holland, Genera, Venice, Genoa, and the 
fmall llates of Italy : and bow are they going to treat 
Switzerland? What is moft curious is, that all 
thofe flates which have fliown any friendlliip for 
them ; all thofe who have aided tbcm, citlier by 
Iheir fliength, or by a f\n\iicT neutralify^ have fallen 
a facrifice to them. The Dah of Tnfmtiy^s neutra* 
liiy opened a pajfage for them into the heart of Italy ; 
Genoa fed and protcftcd their armies in (pite of the 
mcmices of a Britiih fleet ; HQllaml opened its gates 
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to fhem ; P^cnice refifled every offer of the coalefced 
powers, and obftinately perfevered in hs friendftiip 
and partiality to France ; nay, the French armies 
were ibfTered) without refiftance, to traverfe part of 
the Venetian territories to attack the Emperor with 
more advantage; as a recompenfe for which, the 
French have fince given the Emperor thofe very ter- 
ritories ! 

Switzerland has remained neuter in (he ncw- 
fiifliioned way ; that is to fay, its territory has been 
the barrier for France againft its enemies, and, at 
the fame time, a fort of ambufh for the French 
armies. This neutral country has been a recruiting 
rendezvous for the Carmagnoles, ju ft as this country 
was becoming in the year 1793. Upwards of 30,000 
Swifs, to fpeak within compafs, have been fighting 
all this war in the fervic'e of the murderers of their 
brave countrymen, the King of France's guards ! 
This neutral country has conftantly been the place of 
reiidence of one of the rulers of France. Here 
were planned and organized the confpiracies that have 
revolutionized Europe; here the different atrents 
ailembled: it was the very focus of rebellion. This 
Switzerland is now become ufelefs. It has rendered 
the fervice for which it was hired, and its term is 
come : it is now to be fqueezcd dry ; its neutral 
plunder is to be difgorged, and it is to be reduced to 
that nothing from which it arofc. Part of one of the 
Cantons has already petitioned Bonku^rie to be joined 
on to the new republic, and we ujall foon hear of 
others following the patriotic example. This is the 
way the French always work. They take pofleffion 
of « country at the r-eqtiefi of t%e people ; but the fame 
requefl will not get them out oi it. 

After all thefe examples, is there, can there be any 
human being fo ftupid, fo befotted, as to imagine 
<bat they will a6l with moderation and juftice towards 
l)S ? They rob us, fpit in our faces, and thumb-fcrew 

F3 >^^ 
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us now, even when they know there is 2i potent enemy 
whom we could join, to their dcftru6tion ; and can 
it then be fuppofed, that they will become all mild- 
nefs and juftice the moment they have, by a peace 
with the enemy,, cut off the poflibihty of our obtain- 
ing any mortal aid ? No ; the inftant they have made 
peace with England, ware hawk, America ! They 
will foon tell us what their pleafure is, and what it 
is not. For my part, I fhould not wonder if their 
fadlion had already a petition drawn up, requefting 
the Reptibliquey one and indivifibk, to take us ,under 
htx protection. Look Iharp, neighbours! hide your 
pence ! 

^^ WarmefiSenfibility^^ excitedly the yellow Fever. — ? 
From the Bofton Price Current. — ** The malignant 
*f fever, now prevalent in Philadelphia, excites thp 
«* warmejl Jenfihility of the citizens *." 

Mr. Lijions Condufl in Blounfs Affair defended.-^ 
The editor of the Aurora, in his anfwer to the queries 
of Ariftides, like other quibbling advocates of falfe- 
liood, ilates one half of the evidence, and leaves out 
the other. He fays that there is evidence of Mr. 
Lifton having received propofitions, but he forgets 
the evidence that Mr. Lifton declined giving any en- 
couragement to thofe propofitions, merely referring 
them, with his objedtions, to his Government, by 
which they \ye;re expref^ly rejefled ; and yet all thofe 

* Thus, you fee, the Boftoniani think we feci juft the fame r^** 
feRtment at the depredations tot the yellow fever, as the Houfe of 
Reprefcntatives did at thole ot the French. It excites our 
•* warmed fenfibility," they think. Ridiculous jargon ! ' What 
does it mean ? Say it excites fear, dread, confternation, andconfu* 
lion, and you may l>e underftood ; but who can divine your mean* 
ing when you fay, that a malignant and contagious difeafe excites 
• our *' warmeftfenfibility ?*' It is one of thofe new-fangled terras, 
ivhere ignorance or indncerity fhelters itfelf under the garb of 
nohfenfi?.. ... 
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h&s are proved by the fame teftimony ; namely, Mr. 
Liilon's own notes to the Secretary of State, 

This editor has always found out that Mr. Genet's 
projeft was lefs criminal than that of Liflon, and for 
two reafons ; ift, Becaufe there was no law of the 
United States at that period, which forbid our citi- 
zens from engaging within our territory, in expedi- 
tions againfl nations with whom we are at peace ; and 
2dly, Becaufe the expedition of Mr. Genet was not 
to be carried on through or from the United States, 
while that of Mr. Lifton was. 

I will not infift on the impudent abfurdity of call- 
ing that Mr. Lifton's projedl, which he merely heard 
and referred to his Government, and which his Go- 
vernment rejected. I will fuppofe that he, like 
Genet, had adually formed this projedl, and engaged 
warmly in the execution of it ; I will fuppofe that 
he, like Genet, had grafted military commillions to 
a number of our citizens, within our own territory, 
and had attempted regular enliflmentg of troops, of 
neither of which there is the flighteft evidence, 
or even pretence; and ftill I will contend, and 
it muft be evident from the flighteft attention to the 
teftimony, that the two proje6ls would, even in that 
cafe, be exadlly alike. Genet gave commiflions and 
enlifted men in the country ; though, as he declared, 
they were to rendezvous on the Spanifti territory. 
This, however, the editor of the Aurora fays, was 
not to carry on an expedition againft Spain, through 
or from the United States. Commiflions are given, 
and men are enlifled within the United States, for 
the exprefs purpofe of aflembling on the Spanifti ter- 
ritory, and there forming an army for the redu6tion 
of that territory ; and this is not to carry on ^n ex- 
pedition againft Spain from or through the United 
States. So fays the editor of the Aurora ; and be it 
fo. But what was Blount's or Chifliolm's projedt, 
lyhifh this editor calls Mr. Lifton's ? Accordipgto the 

f 4 letter 



letter of the Minifter himfelfj who has furnilTied 
all the evidence on the (ubje<Sl, it was /9 raife 
th Khfi/'s /la:?dard on ihe Spanijh territ&ry^ and tah 
vimfart^s here for inducing a numher of jlmerimm fojaitt 
I/. Ko logician, who nas not been educated in the 
ichool ef tnc Aurora, can find a diiFerence between 
thefe two cafes. 

The editor of the Aurora indeed afTerts, in his an- 
fwer to tlie firft query, that there is evidence of Mr, 
Lifton's having taken Ckijholm into his employ. This, 
however, isadireft faltehoodj not in the editor, but 
in the perfon who gave him the information con- 
tained in tbisanfwer- That information cannot be 
found in any thing before the public, and it muft 
relate to evidence, the particulars whereof it was the 
intention and refolution of the body which tpot it 
to keep fccret. How it came into the Aurora, muil 
be left to conjeilurc : but the writer of this article 
takes on himfelf to declare, that the above particular 
is perfedly falfc, and that there exifls no thch tefti- 
mony as that '* Mr. Liliou took Captain Chilli olin 
into his employ," 

As to the other pointj that the laws of the United 
States did not, in Genet's time^ forbid our citizens 
froru entering into foreign fervice for the purpofe of 
committing hoflilities agalnft nations at pe^ce with 
us, tliere arc feverai oblervations to be made. 

In the firft place, the offence charged agalnft our 
citijsens was not, as this editor alleges, the having 
expatriated themlelves and then entered into fuch fer* 
vice; but the iiaying agreed to enter into fuch ftrvice 
while in this country, and then left it for that exprcfs 
purpofe. This was always contrary to the laws of 
the United States, and was declared to be lb by all 
the courts. A jury, indeed, acquitted a man whq 
was charged with this offence, and even with having 
enlifted in foreign Icrvice in this country ; but it is 
the courtSj not the juries^ to whom wq are to look 

fo^ 
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fer a declaration of the law, it being their province^ 
to declare the law generally, while that of the jury 
is confined folely to the queftion whether the indivi- 
dual before them has been guilty of breaking the 
law ? They do indeed fometimes acquit perfons^ 
whom, according to law, they ought to find guilty t 
but nobody, befide the editor of the Aurora, evef 
imagined that fuch afcquittals were to be confidered 
jas declarations of law. The aft of June 3, 1794^ 
to which, the editor of the Aurora alludes as having 
firfl: declared this condudl to be criminal, was only 
in affirmance of what the courts had before declared 
to be law ; and its objeft was to remove doubts, by 
giving a folemn legiflative fanc^lion to this decifioil 
of the courts, and to regulate the extent and nature 
of the punifhment. 

This editor, in fupport of his doftrine, afferts, 
that by the laws of neutrality, one power may re- 
cruit in the territories of another. If this were true> 
it would be nothing to the purpofe ; becaufe, if the 
laws of neutrality would permit it,, ft ill the muni- 
cipal laws of the neutral ftate might forbid it ; but 
it is not true. Such enliftments are never made 
except in purfuance of treaties exifting previous to 
the war ; and in thofe treaties the manner and extent 
of the enliftments are exadtly prefcribed. To fuffer 
them without fuch treaties, would be an aft of hof- 
tility. 

The people of neutral ftates do indeed go into fo - 
reign countries which are at war, and there enter 
mto thefervice of thofe countries ; and this we nevefe 
forbade or complained of : but what weibrbade, an4 
Mr. Genet attempted, was to come into our country, 
and there engage our citizens to afieiqble on the ter«? 
fitories of ^ nation at peace with U5, in order to at- 
tack it. 

Thus it appears that Mr. Genet attempted cxaftly 
^e fame thing which was propofed to Mr. Litton ; 

3 ^^^^ 
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and that on both occafions it was equally contrary 
to law ; and yet the editor of the Aurora, in his pa- 
triotifm, finds reafon for upholding one while he 
abufes the other. The great and cflential difference 
between the two cafes, namely, that Genet contrived 
one projedl, and attempted its execution with the 
full approbation of his Government, while the other 
was contrived by people in this country, who having 
propofed it to the Britifh Government, met with its 
difapprobation. 

This is of a piece with his lamentatipns over thq 
fate ot McLean, who being a citiajen of the United 
States, was employed here by the French Minifler, 
to go into Canada and excite infurrcAicn, for the 
purpofe of aiding an invafion by the French^ Thefe 
lamentations breathe through the felf-fame columns 
which fulminate imprecations againft the Britifh Mi- 
nifier, for having merely heard propofitions about 
an invafion of Florida, and tranfmitted them to his 
Government, fraught with his own difapprobation ! 
But M'Lean was employed by the French in break- 
ing our neutrality, liinc illie lachryma ! 

Repj-Y to Mr. B. F. Baches Anfwer to the Qiieriesput 
to him by Ar'ijiides. 

The queflion (it will be remembered) is, whether 
the Britifh Minifter merely heard and tranfmitted to , 
his conflituents the project propofed to him for an at* 
tack upon fome part of the Spapifh territories adjoin- 
ing to the United States ; or if, on the contrary, 
there is evidence hfore the public y that he approved, 
encouraged, and recommended it. 

** There is evidence (fays B. F. Bache) that Mr. 
Xiflon took into his pay Captain ChiJhoJm.** 

Now in what does this evidence confifl ? 

Mr, Lifton communicated to the Britifh Miniflry' 
the plans of certain adventurers refiding in the 
United States 
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He did this .(as it appears) by letter, towards the 
beginning of the prefent year, and accoropanied his 
communication with his remarks. 

Receiving no anfwer to his difpatches, and im- 
portuned by fome of the fpeculators in queftion (who 
nad become impatient to learn, the fate ot their pro- 
pofitions), the Minifter fent a duplicate of the com- 
munication in the month of April ; and he did this 
by one of the perfons concerned, whom he furnifhed 
with a letter of introduction, that he might learn 
and bring back the deciiion of the Engliih ca* 
binett 

Having authorized this man to proceed to Europe^ 
Mr. Lifton thought it right to defray the expenles of 
his pailage (which he did by making a bargain with 
the owner of the Ihip) ; a tranladlion that would not 
furely, in common language, be termed taking Cap^ 
tain Chijholm into his employ. 

B, F. Bache told us, it is true, in a late number of 
the Aurora, that Mr. Chifholm was to ferve the Bri- 
tifti as a guide up the Miffiflippi. If fo, he mufi no 
doubt be paid for his fervices, and this might more 
properly be denominated taking him into his employ : 
but what evidence is there that fuch an idea waseve^ 
entertained ? None but the aflertion of B. F. Baclic 
!— his naked, unfupported, we may venture to add, 
groundlefs aflertion. 

*^ There is evidence (continues Bache), that af- 
ter ChiihoXm was intrufted with the difpatches, cir- 
cumftances turned up, that made Mr. Lifton doubt 
whether Mr. Chiiholm was a fafe man ; and that he 
0ien thought it prudent, in a laft letter to Mr. Ham- 
mond, to caution the Government againft ading, 
until they heard from him by the next packet ; from 
>vhich caution we think :<" very plainly deducible 
that the plan was laid in thcfirft dilpatches, and that 
p^ing to the after-doubts >yhich had arifen about 
' Chilhohp, 
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CbiiTiolm, Mr. Lifton conceived it ad?ifable to flajr 
the exiimikfu* 

What is the proof produced in fupport of this \ 
charge ? 

Prom the particulars laid before the Committee of] 
the Hou!e of ReprcfentntiveSj it appears, that after 
tlic departure of thevcliel in which Chi ihahn was to 
embark for Europe, the Britifh Minifter learned 
with fome Vorprifethat he was ft ill loitering in Phila- 
delphia % but the delay was^ on inquiry, found to 
be owing to the fhip-mafter, or to caufes on which 
Captain Chilholm could have no influence : (o that 
if this trifling incident gave rife to dmhts^ they muft 
have been of Ihort duration. 

But the proceedings of the Committee have 
brought to light another and a more important cir* 
cumflance. 

Jt feems tliat Chifliolm had talked to fome of his 
acquaintance of his projeded voyage to England, 
and had hinted the purpofe of his miffion^ and his 
hopes of fucccfs. 

He cannot, if may be obferved, have entered into 
much detail on the fubje£l ; for nothing is yet known ^ 
of the nature of the enterprifc, except what tbeBri- ( 
tifh Minilier had been frank, fome [Krople would 
fey weak enough to impart, of his own accord, ta 
the Secretary of State* 

Theie converfationSj however, are fuppofed to 
have made ihe Minifter doubt whether CMJkolm wai\ 
afafe man* 

But it is evident, that if Mr. Lifion aflually en- 
tertained tufpicions on the fubje<9, they were not ex- ^ 
trcmely violent ; for he would in that cafe have taken H 
back the difpatches intrufted to Chifholmj and put ^ 
fiop to his voyage, whereas he allowed him to pro- 
ceed wilhout moieftation. 

Yes ; but (it is added) fhe BriljJiMmrJer %orote d^ 
tAST k/ier io Mr. HarmuomL " 

Why, 



Why, this may be. It is not an unnatural thing 
(hat Minitiers, or indeed merchants, when the faiU 
ing of a vcffei is delayed beyond cxpeftation, Ihould 
take the opportunity of writing a last leUer to their 
correfpondents abroad. 

Aye — but we are acquainted with the contents of 
Mr. Lifion's letter. He wrote io caution the Briti^ 
Govertmieni agmnfi acting* 

How do you know that, Mr. B. F* Bache ? Have 
you feen the letter? Have you talked to any one that 
has ? Was the perfon to whom the packet was in- 
tnifted fcoundrel enough to break it open^ in order 
to give you this information ? 

*' No, but I affirm MP 

Why, my good friend, if that is all, I affirm the 
contrary. I maintain that the contidential letter 
written by the Britilh Miniftcr to Mr. Hammond 
tuns thus : 

'* Dear Hammoud^ 

*' The bearer of my difpatches^ forwarded by thi3 
opportunity (ihe brig John Hend^rjhn), is a well- 
meaning man ; and you may derive ufeful informa- 
tion from him. I have, however, reafon to think 
him indifcreet ; therefore, get out of him all you 
can, but be cautious what you fay to him in your 
turn : fquecze the Icmou, as oid Frederick falH, and 
throw away the Ikin, 

** Ever yours^ 

But as you are perhaps conceited enough to prefer 
your edition of the letter to mine, I am ready to 
grant, for argument's fake, that the Miniflcr ac- 
tually requefted that the Britifh Government would 
abftain from aBing until they heard from him again ; 
but what would this prove ? 

It might perhaps thow, that Mr, Lifton con- 
ceived that there was a poffihUiiy that the Engtirti 
Miniflry might, contrary to his opinion, be prevail- 
ed 
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ccl With to take certain lleps in the profccution of 
the bufinefs alludt d to* 

But what the Englifti Minifter might, or might 
not do, IS not the propoiition to be deraonft rated. 
B* F. Bache was to prove, y>cwi $ke evidence hfare th^ 
fubUc, that the plan was laid by the Mitiifler here ; 
that he had recommended it to his Government at 
home, and that his recommendations had had the 
dclired effe^ft. Now tlie writing of the luppofed 
letter (admitting its authenticity) does not afford the 
flight eft proof of the charge. 

Fortunately however for Mr, Lifton — if indeed he 
had any anxiety upon the ibhjedi — his opinion of the 
plan laid before him by our advent urers, the tenour 
of the report which he made concerning it to his 
Courtj the tendency of the advice which he ven- 
tured to give his fuperiors, is not left to be invefli- 
gated by cafuii^ical rcafoning, to be gnefled at by 
flimfy conjcdlure^ or to be diflorted into criminality 
by the effrontery of affertion. There exitl authen^ 
tic documents to Ihow that his correfpondence flated 
ftrongobjeftions to the extravagant proje£t; ^^ that 
his Court confidered thefe very objcdiions as fulfil 
cient to overbalance any advantages that could be 
drawn from the fuccefs of the plan ; and, therefore, 
determined not to afford any affiftance towards car- 
rying it into effeft.** 

An official difpatch to this purpofe (if not in the 
fame words), written by the Brilifti Minifter for fo- 
reign affairs (Lord Grenville), was confidentially 
communicated fome time ago by Mr. Lifton to the 
, Secretary of State of the United States, and the ori 
^fginal letter is perhaps at this moment in the hands 
of Mr. Pickering, 

] muft not omit to add a word or two on the fob- 
I je(5l of the compariibn inflituted by Bache between 
the Britiih Minifler, and a late apofllc of fcdition. 
Genet* 

*^ Mr- 
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*^ Mr. (jenet*s plan (fays the editor of the Au- 
rora) was to induce the citizens of the United Stated 
to emigrate, and rally round the llandard of the 
French without the territory of the United States/' 

That this was Mr. Genet's plan is politively de- 
nied. It is known with certainty that he granted 
commijftons to General Clarke and other officers, and 
attempted to raifc troops within the jurifdi6lionofthe 
United States. 

But allowing Bache's ftatement to be as true as it 
is falfe, and that the American citizens were to have 
emigrated before they received their commiffions, or 
took up arms in favour of France, who has inform- 
ed Mr. B. F. Bache that the propofals made to the 
Britifh Minifter were in any refpe6t different ? There 
is, on the contrary, reafpn to believe, that the very 
lame modification of the infringement of neutrality 
was propounded to Mr. Lifton. But the falvo, 
which according to Mr. Bache was fufficient to quiet 
the cpnfcience of Citizen Genet, does not feem to 
have removed the fcruples of Mr. Lifton ; for, mark 
the different, condudl of the two Minifters. 

Mr. Genet, of his own accord, fropofed^ urged^ 
and, as far as depended on him, executed a plan for 
raifing an army within the United States, for the in- 
vafion of the Spanifti territories. 

Mr. Lifton receives ajlmilar propofalwith coldnefi-^ 
makes a communicatioji of it to his employers froyn a 
mere fenfe of duty-y and accompanies it with fuch re- 
preftntations as determine his Court to reject the 
idea. 

Yet B.*F. Bache has the hardihood to draw a pa- 
rallel between thefe men. 

Driven from every fubterfuge, we perceive that he 
is likely to catch at the Iheet anchor, which has been 
caft in defpairby theSpanifh Envoy. 

" TheBritifti Minifter (B^che fays) contemplated 
g violation of th« territory of the United States by the 
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paiTagc of troops and Indians in hoA'de trxsiy tirougJk 

He no doubt alludes to the fable of a proiefle4 
expedition from Canada to Upper Louifiana^ and if Ib^ 
there isn9 evidence before the public on the fubjc<Sl, ex- 
cept the abfurd affcrtion of an ill-informed young 
man. It may, on the contrary, be boldly raaintaincOi 
that neither the Britiih Government, nor the Gor 
vernor of Canada, nor the Englifh Minifter to the 
United States, ever entertained a thought of any* 
fuch proje<ft ; that no fuch idea was ever fuggefiect 
by the Blounts, the Chifliolms, the Romaynes, of 
the other wrong headed fpeculators, who may on thig 
occafion have obtruded their ill-digefled machinar 
tions on the notice of iimple men : and it may be 
iafely added, that no fuch balderdafh would have been 
vamped up by the Chevalier de YruJQ, had he koowa' 
in time that fuch fpecious pretexts, fuch fempitemal 
reaibns for detaining the pofls (as the uncertainty of 
the friendihip of the Indians)^ had already beenprot* 
vided by the ingenious invention of Don Mamu^ 
Gayofo de Lemos. 

Friday, i»^ September* 

Marfillac^ the French Quaker. — ^From the Salem 
Gazette*— There is now at Newport^ Rhode liland^ 
a French preacher, among the Friends, who is much 
admired and followed. He was an officer in ihfi 
French cavalry until converted to quakerifm. ,Hia 
life and manners arc irreproachable, his doctrines 
^mplc, and ftridly conformable to the purity and 
Spirituality of that refpe6table* fe6l. 

This military convert, this modem Cornelius, does 
not atteippt to dazzle his hearers by that glow jpf 
oratory fo natural to his countrymen, but fpeaks 
with all that deliberation and mildnefs fo remarkable 
among thie Frifyfidd. He preaches but feldomj and 

when 
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when he does, he frequently paufes more than half a 
minute between his fentences. The purity of the 
heart, the worfhipping in the fpirit, the futility of 
ceremonies, and the joys of the New Jerufalem, are 
the faultlefs themes which fall from his deliberate 
tongue. Although he is fo perfe6l a Friend in his 
do6lrincs and manner of public fpeaking, yet his 
drab-colourcd plain clothes cannot conceal the gen- 
teel movements of the Frenchman, nor his broad 
beaver wholly veil that fagacious phyfiognomy and 
eye of fire which ever diftinguifhes the fons of old 
Gaul. The Friends efteem him a remarkable and 
very valuable convert, raifed up by the great Head of 
the Church for fome good and glorious pnrpofe, while 
fome of the wicked and uncharitable hefitate not to 
whifper their fufpicions that he is an artful man, who . 
means to become the father confejfor of the whole 
flock. He may be what he feems, a well-meaning, 
confcientious man ; yet it cannot be deemed illiberal, 
if fo extraordinary a chara61:er ftiould be followed by 
the eye of fulpicion, feeing he comes from a nation 
who have fyflematized intrigue, even before Igna- 
tius Loyola founded that influential order the Society 
of Jefus ; who, by their machinations, were at one 
time in a fair way of governing all Europe. 

Old Franklins Charity. — The late Doctor Frank- 
lin, in the more early part of his life, belonged to a 
debating fociety in Philadelphia. At one of their 
meetings it wris. the Doctor's turn to propofe two 
queflions, which were as follow : Who of all peo- 
ple in the world have the bcft memories ? Second— 
Who of all people in the world have the worfl: me- 
mories ? This occafioned much learned difquifitioa 
among the members. One argued, that people of the; 
beft memories are thofe bleffed with health and 
flfength, flrbng nerves, vigorous apprehenlions, and 
ifl the prime of life. — Others pretended, that as rs\e.- 

VOL. VII. G Tic\o\v, 
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mory, like all other human faculties, is improT- 
able, thofe have the beft memories that, during a 
long courfe of education, had been obliged to learn 
much by heart, and thus became adepts in the art 
of remembering, — Multitudes of arguments were 
brought according to every one's fancy; but on the 
other quefiion it was univerfally agreed that very old 
people muft have the worft memories of any, as in 
the declining ftage of human nature the nerves be- 
come weak, and the organization of the brain fo far 
callouied as to retain but weakly the impreiRon of 
pafl events. There was no end to the learned 
theories broached on the occalion : at laft Franklin 
got up, and with the gravejl face in the world m- 
formed the fociety, that of all men living, creditors 
had the beft memories, and debtors the worft *. 

Bqfion 



* Yes, he had the gravcflface in the wjorUy fure enough, and 
on the queftion here agitated he was the beft qualified to fpeak, 
perhaps, of any man living. He was himfelf a complete inftancc 
of the truth he aflerted. As a creditor he had the beft, and as a 
dehor the worft, memory of any human being j witnefs \\\^legacy to 
the Pen^ifylvania HofpitaU 

In that hiftory of craft and meannefs, called the " Life of 
•* Dodlor Franklin^'' there is a Laft Will and Teftament, and in 
that Laft Will and Teftament there is a legacy to that moft chari- 
table and well-managed inftitution, the Pennlylvania Hofpital. It 
confifts, not of mortgages, bonds, and bank bills, but of the Doc- 
tor's outfanding debts: the aggregate Aim was however great, and 
of courfe the world thought it delcriptive of the donor's charitable ' 
difpofiticn ; biit, unfortunately tor tlie poor, the Dodlor tacked on a 
condlticnXo the Itgacy, The truftces of the Kofpitalwere not to 
receive the debts due to the Dodor, but upon condition that they 
would take upon them to pay all thofe that he owed at the time of 
his death.— 1 he ledger wa^ delivered to them, but they foon found 
that they were bit. They went to feveral perfons of indifputable 
chaiader, and inftead of having money to receive, they had money 
tepciy. — To be ftiort,(for who can bear to dwell on fuch a fubjedt ?) 
they iea'ed up the ledger^ the charitable ledger^ and returned it to 
the LoiStoi 's executors, with the thanks and the bleffings of the 
poor, the ball, the lame, and the blind.— Well might the Dodtop 

lay. 
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haftm Humility. Spanijh Mmifter. — From a Bofton 
^per. — Beware, citizens, of offering injury to the 
Spanifh Minilter, who is expedled to be in town this 
week. Ahhough it fliould be true, that he has in- 
fulted your national Government, and impeached 
the integrity of your conftituted authorities at the 
bar of the people in his late publication; fhough it 
is believed he has confpired with French erailTaries 
and American traitors to involve our country in a war 
with Great Britain, to feparate our Weftern from the 
Atlantic States, and to engage our citizens in foreign 
fervice, to attempt the coriqueft of Canada, to gra- 
tify our friendly allies : though all this and more be 
believed to excite your indignation, you ought not 
to violate the laws of nations, nor outrage the rules 
of decorum, to gratify your refentment. You ihould 
recoiled, that he is but an inftrument in the hands 
of French miffionaries, and that he has neither faid 
nor done any thing injurious to our country, but what 
he has probably been compelled to by their impe- 
rious mandates. Belides, as a diplomatic charadler, 
it belongs only to our national Executive to punifli 
him for his official mifcondudt. The citizens cg.n 
with propriety do no more than to fliow their feelings 
by treating him with neglcd. An American. 

Remarks, — This American mufi: be a very patient 
broad-backed creature : a tort of pack-borle patriot, 
I take it! He allows that the Spanilh Minilierhas 
infulted the national Government, impeached the in- 
tegrity of the coiilHtuted authorities at the bar of the 



fay, that of all men living creditors had the hcjl memories^ and 
DEBTORS the wpr/f. 

As the people of Britain have long been the dupes of this old 
man's hypocrify, the publifher of the next London edition of his 
life will do well to fubjoin this paragraph to the will by way of 
note. 

G 2 people. 
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people, confpired with French emiflaries and Am«- 
rlcan traitors to involve the country in war, and to 
feparate the Wieftcrn from the Eaftern States : all this 
the gentle American allows ; but yet the citizens (as 
he cantingly terms the people), the citizens are not to 
exprefs tJt^ir rejentment ; they are to do no more than 
Ihow their feelings (it is a wonder it had not been 
their warmefi fenftbility) by treating him with negleSl/ 
That is to fay, they are to Jhow their feelings by dif- 
guifing them ! And why all this delicatenefs towards 
a ftrutting Spaniard, priy ? Becaufe, forfooth, we 
are told " he is but an inflrument [alias tool] in the 
*' hands of the French miffionaries ;" and becaufe 
^^ it belongs only to our national Executive to pu- 
*^ nifli him for his official mifcondudl." — Humph ! 
— Let's fee : I think 1 can recoiled, when the citi^ 
zens (as they are called) took the liberty to exprefs 
their refentment, by fomething elfe befides negleff^ 
towards the minifters and agents of another nation. 
The citizens burnt the Britifh treaty before Mr. Ham- 
mofid's door, and infulted him (who had never in- 
fulted either them or the government), both as he was 
riding along the ftreet, and in his own houfe; and 
one citizen in particular, whom I could name, was 
in the year 1794, with much difficulty, prevented 
from coming to Philadelphia iojhoot him. The good 
citizens of Norfolk (with the then Mayor at their 
head) marched in mob array to attack the houfe of 
the Britifh Confiil ; and did acSlually, like a Paris 
canaille of cut throats, demand a vidlim to their 
wrath to be delivered up to them. The viSiim ap- 
peared well armed, and drove them off in difgrace. 
—The citizens of Charlefton burnt Mr. Pitt in effigy ; 
and the citizens of Bofton, and the Bofton Centinel, 
did abfolutely hold their tongues, and fay not a word 
againft fuch proceedings : they never advifed theiA 
in thofe days to ^' Jhow their feelings hy negleSl.'' 

There 
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There is one material difference indeed : the Bri- 
tifti Mini fters and Confuls had not the honour to be 
*^ inftruments of the French miffionaries," which 
feems to be the only thing that fandlions the Don's 
claim to an extraordinary degree of favour and po- 
litenels ! — ^* Love me, love my dog," fays the old . 
precept ; and the kind and delicate American feems 
to think, that as it is our duty to love our dear lifter 
republic, fo we ought to love her '* inftrument" 
alfo. 

After all, I am not fure that the American docs not 
wifh to be underflood as treating the fiibjedt ironi- 
cally : I Ihould have been certain that fuch was his 
intention, were I nof daily an,d hourly witnefs of 
fuch till now unheard of and inconceivable traits of 
humiliation and daflardlinefs. 



Mr. Lijion defended agaivfi the Attach of Bache. — 
To the Editor of the Aurora. — In Arifwer to the 
Queries propofed^ and the Ohfervations made hy B. F. 
Bache, re/peeling the Condudl of the Britijh Mini/ler. 

Query. ** Did not Mr. Lijion draw up the plan 
of the expedition againft theLouifianas and theFlori- 
das ?" 

No. Mr. Lijion never drew up, or fuggefted, any 
plan of any expedition whatever. 

He liftened indeed to the projccls of American 
fpeculators : he doubtlefs put into writing what 
they fuggefled in converfation ; and if he a6ted with 
prudence, he exhibited to the parties concerned a 
copy of what he had put upon paper, that he m'ight 
judge whether he bad fairly and fully Hated their 
meaning. 

But this is furely different from drawing up the plan 
of an expedition : as well might it be alleged of you, 
Mr. B. F. B. that when you print an account of the . 
debates in the Houfe of Reprcfentatives from the 
HP.te3 which you fqribble in the Congrcfs Hall, yoa 

Q 3 COt£V^^<C>V^ 
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compofe the harangues of the members. Now^i 
though you may attempt to improve and embellifh 
the declamations of the fairiots, and though yoii 
mutilate and mifreprefent the fentiments of honeft 
men, it would not be true to fay that you adlually 
drew up their fpeeches. 

Tlie plan thus propofed to the Britifh Miniftcr, 
put in writing by him, and communicated to his fu- 
periors (as he made no difficuUy in acknowledging),, 
regarded the Floridas^ not Louijiana. The project oi 
an attack from Canada was never thought of till it 
was drawn up by the ingenious Knight of the diftin- 
guiflied order. 

Q. *^ Did not Mr. Liston take into employ Cap- 
tain Chisholm and others, citizens of the United 
States, for the purpofe of carrying into eiFeft the 
faid plan ?" 

No. Mr, Lifton never took, never thought himfelf 
authorized to take any flep, of any nature, for the 
purpofe of carrying the plan into effedl. H[e merely 
communicated the project to his Government. 

Q. " Did he not pay the paffage of CUJholm ta 
England ?'* 

Yes. Having charged Mr. Chijholm with dif- 
patches to which he was to bring back the anfwer, 
Mr. Lifton paid his paflage out, and no doubt will 
pay his paffage home if it is demanded *. 

Q. " Did not he (Mr. Lifton) recommend Afrv 
Chijholm to his Government ?** 

No. And the Committee are in poffeffion of papers 
which we believe tend to prove, that, had fuch a 



* It^is even probable that the Minifter may think it right to de- 
fray Chifliolm's expenfes while in England. Butiffo, when w^ 
confider the dirticiilties and delays that occur in the tranfa6lioo of 
public buiiiiels in old and corrupted countries, and the confequen^ 
probable protradion of his llay in London, we truft that the poor 
man's allowance will be more liberal thaa Mr. B. F. Bache feem% 
inclined to fuppofe it (tnucnty founds)* 

recommendation^ 
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recommendation been alked, it would not have 
been granted. 

Q. " Were not commiffions promifed to others, 
citizens of the U?iited States f 

No. None were promifed either to citizens or 
aliens. What hopes may have been entertained by 
fanguine projedors, or what loofe converfation may * 
have taken place among them in their moments of 
confidential intercourfe, is a different quell ion.. 
None of the number, it is believed, would have the 
affiirance to fay that they ever imparted their golden 
dreams to the Britifh Minifter ; and there would be 
injuftice in rendering him refponfiblc for their extra- 
vagance. 

Q. " And were not overtures made in behalf of 
Mr, Lijion to one perfon, if not more, actually in the 
fay of the United States F' 

Moft afTuredly not — not by Mr. Liflon's authority 
or with his knowledge. If Mr. Bache would men- 
tion particulars, and fpecify names, confutation 
would be eafy. In the mean tirae the thing appears 
to approach to a moral impoflibility. I'hc promoters 
of the fcheme for attack on the Spanifh territory, 
as propofed to the Britifh Minifter, fcem to have 
been of the number of thole who call themfelves the 
friends of liberty, the afiertors of the rights of man, 
the only genuine lovers of their country ; and of 
courfe, you know, the worll enemies of Britifh 
connexions. Is it to be fuppofcd then, that a Bri- 
tifh Minifler newly arrived (for Mr. Lifton had not 
been eight months in the country when this bufinefs 
commenced) would, have dared to make over- 
tures io vs\^x\ of this defcription, and thofc too ac- 
tually in the pay of the United Slates f You might as 
foon make me believe that Mr. Li (ion has the cul- 
tom of thrufting his fift into every liornet's ncit he 
pomes near, or that he bounces uninvited into the 

G 4 meeting* 
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nieetings of the Democratic Society of Philadel- 
phia. 

No, my good man ! if any overtures were made 
on that occajion^ they were made to Mr. Lifton, not 
hy him. Now^ indeed, that he has acquired a compe- 
tent knowledge of the principles and charaders of the ' 
fadlion, it would not be furprifing if he aflumed' 
more courage and trod more boldly. For my own 
part I fhould not ftare if I heard that he had made 
luccefsful advances to the moft renowned of their 
champions, the immaculate Benjamin Franklin Bach0 
himlelf. 

Q. *' Were not overtures made in behalf of Mr. 
Liflon to perfons influential among the Indians ?" 

Never with his confent or knowledge. 

Q. " And were not the Savages to be employed 
in the expedition ?** 

This was propofed, and objected to. 

Q. ** Was not Chi/holm the bearer of Mr. Lifton s 
fhmr 

No. Chijholm was the bearer of his own plan and 
that of his aHbciates. 

Q. " And did Mr. Lifton expvefs in his difpatches 
to his ibperiors, any doubts of the propriety of carrying 
it into clfecl out ofrtfpeS to the United States^ or from 
motives of humanity T* 

Yes. He ftatcd tbefever}* motives, andexprefled 
his lioubts lb llrongly as to induce his fuperiors to 
throw alide the plan. This appears from the an- 
fwi r ho received from them. 

Q. '* Wore not his doubts entirely confined to 
the dogrcx^ of coutidcncc proper to be repofed in 
Cki;htiiru whom he iKgun to ^x&xwiijuft hefore his 
dcnartun^ :'' 

Ao. A lli::ht cxMiipanibn of dates will fhow that. 

this could not jH^irihly Iv the calc, — SSr. IJ/lon^s' 

difpatoho:^. containing the doubts which damned the 

j)rv^jc>:^u wore forwai\lc\l in January'; whereas Mr, 

a * Chiiholm'a 
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Chifholm's departure (and of courfe the doubts fup- 
pofed to have zxi^cnjuji before it) did not take place 
till the latter end of March, or the beginning of 
April. 

Q. *' When called upon by our Government to 
declare whether he knew any thing of fuch an expe* 
"dition, did not he (Mr. Liflon) at firll unequivo- 
cally deny it, then afFert that though fome fuch plan 
had been propofed to him^ he had difcouraged it ?'' 

Here it is etfential to make a diftindion which 
Mr. Bache is anxious to confound. 

Our G45>vernment mentioned to Mr. Lifton, that 
the Spanifli Envoy pretended ^' an expedition was 
preparing on the Lakes for an attack on the* Spanijh 
pojis in Upper Louijitina'* 

The Britifli Minifter made anfwer, that he know 
of no fuch preparations^ and did not believe they ex^ 

He faid true, no fuch preparations were ever 
made ; no fuch expedition was ever thought of. 

At a certain diftance of time he is afked to lay 
whether fome other expedition had not been in agi- 
tation. He anfwcrs, that another had indeed been 
propofed (meaning the projected attack on Florida)^ 
but that the idea had not been approved of. 

There is in all this nothing of contradiction or in- 
confiftency. It is the plain and iimple truth. 

And every part of your premifes being thus fhown 
to be groundlefs or irrelevant, your conclulions, of 
courfe, muft fall to the ground. 

Your indecent accufation of the Secretary of State, 
retting, as it does, on the fame bafelefs fabric, is 
involved in the equal ruin. 

'' Mr. Pickering (you Tay) was earJy acquainted 
with Mr. Lifton's plan. He well knew its exift- 
ence before he made any inquiry of the Britifh'Mi-* 
Oifter/^ 

Now 
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Now it IS impoffible the Secretary could have any 
knowledge of a proje6ted expedition from Canada 
againji Upper Loutfiana^ for the plain reafon that no 
fuch plan ever cxifled. 

And he had no knowledge of the propofcd attack 
on the Floridas till the difcovery of Blount's letter; 
immediately after which, he made the inquiry of Mrr 
Lifton, which produced an avowal of the fa6t under 
the Minifter's own hand. 

In all this there is nothing but what is proper, and 
indeed meritorious. But 1 feel that I muft offend 
Colonel Pickering by flooping to defend him againft 
your calumny, 

Saturday, 2*^ September. 

Monroe* s Baggage For Foreupines GazeUe. 

Philadelphia^ 30/A Augvfi^ ^191- — ^The Irifli demo- 
crat to whom the following letter was addrefled, will 
not, I hope, be offended at my handing it to you for 
publication, feeing that I have erafed all the names 
of private charadlers ; and, as it is not a letter of fuch 
great importance as required filing away, I hope he 
will excufe me for thus indulging my willies to let 
the public fee what were the fentiments of th<5 people 
of Richmond, in Virginia, on the arrival of Citizen 
Monroe, alias *^ le Due de Chanteloup' ^' baggage 
at that place. But, lefl a clamour fhbuld be raifed 
about a breach of private confidence ; or exaggerated 
ftories fhould be told about the manner in which the 
owner became deprived of the letter, I conceive my- 
felf bound, not only to fay how it fell into my hands, 
but to affure the democrat that I will at any tiniQ 
make him fatisfadlory acknowledgments for the li- 
berty that I have taken. Meeting the pcnny-poft 
yeflerday, on my way to the coffee- houfe, I took my 
letters, four in number, from him in theflreet^ and 
proceeded to open them as I walked on. On open- 
mg the laft^ I dilcovercd from the fignature that I 
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muft have committed a miftake, and which, on ck- 
^mining the fupcrfcription* was immediately ex- 
plained ; my name and the democrat's being pre^ 
cijely thefame^ though our profejjions are as different 
as our principles. I turned initantly to purfuc the 
poft, in order to fcal and return the letter, but ho 
was not to be feen. Having, on turning over the 
pages of this, to me, entertaining epiftle, ieen the 
ji^mG oi Monroe, with fundry marks of quotation, 
and knowing the writer to be a fjK^cuIating Jacobin 
ijvho had been raiflingfome two or three weeks from 
the coffee-rhoufe, my curiofity to run it over after I 
got home became irrefiitihlc. Conceiving that the 
haggage part of it is fit for nothing but public animad- 
verlion, I feel no fcruples about the propriety of 
lending the letter entire, and jull as I opened it, io 
you. And it is to be hoped, that the democrats will 
have more modefty than to fay any thing about it, 
lince they know, that, with them, fuch an a6l 
would he highly applauded. E. F. 

" Dear Sir, Richmond^ 24/A Aiignjl, 1 797. 
" I arrived here lalt evening, without fpending a 
day in George-town, as intended when I left Phila- 
delphia. Mr. S I , whom I wilhed mofl to fee, 
having gone to Annapolis the day before my arrival, 
and having an agreeable party in the It age as far as 
Frederickfburgh, I concluded, after a late hour, to 
• come on, which mufl. be ray apology for not w riting 
to you from thence. Spending a few days in and about 

Prederickfburgh, I came on with Mr. , in his 

carriage. Under ft anding, on my arrival laft even- 
ing, that ■ ■ . ■ was at home, and that there has 
Dever been lefs water known in James River than at 
this moment, it ftruck me* that no better opportunity 
could poflibly offer to examine the iituation of the 
property on the canal and its vicinity, which we have 
^nderltood is to be dilpofed of by different perlbns. 
In confequence, I concluded, urgent as I know our 
l^ufincfe at Fayetteville is, before I go to Tewv^e.^- 
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fee, to fpend the forenoon of this day in making the 
necelFary examination. This, I am pleafed to t<dl 
you, I have done to my entire fatisfadlion ; no per- 
fon in town having the leaft knowledge.of me until 
this evening. On pafTing about the mills and diftil- 
Icry, I threw myfelf as a fauntering flranger and 

carelefs obferver in the way of , whom, you 

knbw, I wiflied more than any other perfon to fee 
at this place. I afFedted not to notice him ; but 
prefently alked, as if by chance, a queflion that I 
fufpedtcd would produce obfervations on the fubje<3s 
about which I wilhed information. I was not dif- 
appointed. In the courfe of a converfation that was 
very defultory on my part, he was given to under- 
hand that I was from a different part of the United 
States, and of very different purfuits from what I 
am. More I need not fay now, only that I Ihall 
endeavour to return, if poffible, fo as to fall in with 
him on his paflage to Philadelphia ; a journey that I 
found he intends to take about the meetiqg of Con- 
grcfs. He has much of the gentleman about him, 
with a great appearance of opennefs and candour ; 
but I fufpe6t that be is a man of very ianguine 
fchcmcs. The property on the canal is, beyond all 
queflion, immcnfely valuable. 

*• The forenoon being fpent in this way, and hav- 
ing no other bulinefs here, I mixed in the courie of 
the afternoon with different clalfes of the citizens 
of the town and country, as they were converling 
freely in fmall jxirties on the lliady fide of the ftrcet ; 
as well as at two or three billianUtables* I was not 
a little lurprilixl. you may be lurtr, to find every 
whert* the a^n venation to be on the fubjecft of our 
friend MonnVs baggage^ whieh bad arrived tlus 
morning* and* fn.>m the fuq^iiing quantity^ had at- 
traotcxi ;he attention of the inhabuant$« I mutt fup- 

EMe, a:ul ihererore hojx^* that the avwuat> ia circu- 
tiou vn\ ilus uibjccl have Inxn prt^tty exaggerated, 

"^houVl^ 
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Hiough they were precifely the fame in all companies, 
Tiz. **That there are now ftored feventy-fix packages, 
*' and that it is not near all which he brought in with 
** him/' For it would give me great concern to find 
this current report to be flridly true ; not that I think 
that any appearance of the incfcafed wealth of this 
manly , independent ^ and virtuous citizen, ought to leflen 
ihai unbounded confidence which ih(tXxvxQ patriots of 
America have in him ; but, becaufe it will give the jin-- 
glo-rnonarchico-arifiocratic party a fine handle to ca^ 
htmniate and fatirize this faithful patriotic fervanty 
who has deferved fo well of France and the uncor- 
rupted part of America. If that horrible befpattercr of 
honeft patriotic fame^ Porcupine^ fhould hear of this 
affair, what nuts will it be for him ! I dread to fee 
the piSlure that he would draw of it. For really, if 
the whole of the packages now ftored in one of the 
largeft warehoufes in town, are filled with nothing 
but the baggage and furniture of Citizen Monroe 
and his family, it will very ill comport with the hu- 
mility of a republican charadler. I therefore moft 
fincerely wifh, for confiftency's fake, that it had 
been fent by different veffels, andin fmaller cargoes, 
and to different merchants: — for would you believe 
that feventy-fix packages were adlually counted by 
one of the ariftocrats, a merchant, this morning ? 
At leaft this is the report ; and forae of them are fo 
cnormoufly large, that I faw myfelf a gentleman 
upon an elegant curioufly marked horfe (and who 
appeared to be a good horfeman) nearly thrown in 
the fireets ; fo frightened was his horfc at the ap- 
pearance of fome of the packages as paffing along 
upon drays. But what irritated me more than 
any thing elfe was, the many very ill-natured remarks 
which I heard. One faid tlmt *^ it was only the 
** van of this very humble dcmocrat'sh^gg?(gQ :" and it 
is affirmed with confidence, that it is but a fmall pro- 
portion of what he brought to Philadelphia. Others 
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" wondered if Mr. IMonroe was found a veflel hf 
" Government, as it appeared that he inuft have had 
** one to himfeir."— " The freight," faid fome mer- 
chants, ** upon the fcvcnty-fix packages novV^ here^ 
•* would, according to the common rule of charging 
** amount to at leafl 4C00 dollars- — Is it reafonable 
•* that fuch a cargo fhould have been brought for 
•* any individual at the public expenfe ?'* — " 'Tis ^ 
*• much greater fum," faid another, ** than ever Mr. 
•* Monroe was worth, or could have commanded at 
** any one tim»e of his life before he went to 
** France." — *' All I know," faid a fourth, " is, that it 
** is a d — d deal more than he took with him."-*— 
*' Would you have had him to have declined pur- 
" cl)afing the furniture o( fome of the nobility who 
** had lofl their heads, becaufe he might have been' 
^^ pervnttcd to get it for Ulth or nothing?^'* replied a 
fifth. '* Or," rejoined a lixth, '^ would you have 
•^ had him to have been fo uncivil as to refufe a compli- 
*' ment, if offered, from his friends jB^rr^j and Co. 
" at parting ?" In fhort, Sir, I heard fo many fevere, 
illiberal, and ill natured things faid, that, but for my 
refolution not to difcover myfelf, I fhould have en- 
tered warmly into a juftification of our patriot friend's 
condudl and principles. And I was extremely dif- 
gufted to find, that not oneof the very few republicans 
in this place had the refolution to fay any thing in 
his favour : on the contrary, the two or three whom 
I faAv, Iheakcd out of every company, on hearing 
the laugh let np, wMth a — '^ There's your marks of 
*' democracy for you ! there's your modeji democratic 
*' rcpublicuHy with a little Ihip-load of baggage and 
^* turniture, while that arijiocrat^ General Marlhall, 
'* is gone out in a vcflel, the cabin of which is fo 
** crammed with cargo-goods, that thepaflengerscan 
•' fcarcely pat's and repafs each other, and with only 
** one chelt ot baggage,'* — ** But," interrupted ano* 
xhcrjiuerer, " to be fure great allowances ought to 
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*^ be made for the increafed wealth of a Minifter 
** returning from a nation celebrated for their bounty 
*^ on certain occafions^ and to whom he had rendered 
" himfelf fo defervedlydear, that they could not con- 
*^ ceal their chagrin and refentment at his recall.-^ 
" What harm then, if he Ihould have accepted of a 
" few articles on taking leave of his dear Barras 
^^ and Co. jufl: by way of keep-fakes ?*' To repeat all 
that I heard on this trifling and truly unimportant 
circnmftance, would fwell this addrefs, already be- 
yond the ufual bounds of a letter, to an unreafon- 
ablc length. I will therefore only add, that I intend 
going to Pcterfburgh in the morning ; our friend, the 
only perfon to whom I have made myfelf known, 
having this evening kindly offered to give me a feat 
in his fingle-horfe chaife. From thence 1 muft hire 

ahorfe to Fayetteville, &c. ; for Mr. , by whom 

I expected to have been accommodated, as he pro- 
mifed when in Philadelphia laft winter, has gone, 
I underftand, fome diftance in the Upper Country 
upon fome law bulinefs. 

" You will, no doubt, Ihow this to Citizen 
Swanwick, who will as certainly communicate to 
Citizen Monroe that part which relates to him — and. 
if the relidue of his baggage has not already been 
Ihipped for this place, I think he will fee the pro- 
priety of forwarding it to Frederickfburgh, where he 
has more friends, and from whence, I am told, the 
diftance to Charlotteville is very little more than 
from this place. I would recommend your not fay- 
ing any thing to Mr. about purchafing his 

property on the canal until my return. But you 
may continue to advance with apparent reluctance, 
from time to time, as his necefEties will require, at 
leajl to the amount which we concluded upon before 
sst parted. 

<Mam, &c;' 

Monday, 
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Monday, 4*^ September. 

The re^Jolutionized Dutch. — Mofl: of the Batavian 
troops deflined for the Batavian expedition, have 
reached the Helder and Texel, where to-morrow 
morning a beginning will be made to embark them 
on board the tranfports which are ready for fea. 
General Daendels has not yet returned from Zwoll, 
whither he is gone to inquire into the circumftances 
which have induced the troops quartered in that 
town, to oppofe their intended embarkation ; two com* 
panies of the troops at Delft have likewife refufed to 
go on board the tranfports. 

The provincial adminiftration of Holland has 
publifhcd a reply to the letter of the Convention, 
wherein the province of Holland te;^^ threatened irith 
military execution^ in cafe the arrears of contributioa 
were not immediately difcharged by that province. 

Remarks. — Now what honeft heart does pot re* 
joice at this treatment of the Dutch ? — Military exe^ 
cuiionl that's right, that's good, that's juft ! Thefe 
are muddy-headed, cowardly, ungrateful villains, 
who opened their gates to the lavages of Gaul, and 
who bafely attempted the life of the defcendant of 
thofe who had made them a nation, and who had 
ever been their Ihicld and buckler. Squeeze them, 
good Carmagnoles ; I pray you fqueeze them, till 
you have got the very marrow of their bones. Bleed 
them, good guillotineers, till, like the patients of our 
famous Sangrado, they are fit for nothing but a cof- 
jfin. Leave not a drop in their veins ! leave not a 
jBngledrop, for the love oi liberty! Ihave them an 
inch beneath the fkin : rafp down their blubber 
cheeks till they are Ihapen like your own monkey 
jowls. You are all brethren now, and you ihould 
all look alike, left ftrangers Ihould fufpedl there are 
baflards in the family. If they are too thick and 
lliort, hang them up an hour or two to fbretch, 

Venice 
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Venice and Parma. — We learn with aflonifhment,. 
that belides the heavy contributions which we are 
forced to pay the French, they have yet added claims 
upon the productions of the arts. The lions in bronze 
at the arfenal, the horfes of the fame metal, which 
we took in 1300 from Conftantinople, forty paint- 
ings at their own difcretion, belides manufcripts and 
other antiquities, muft be ready at the fhorteft notice 
for the fleet going to Toulon, a fleet which we once 
called our own. The Duke of Modcna feems very 
tranquil, though he has been taken by his former 
yaflals for debt. The Duke of Parma is the only 
one who efcapes for the prefent, in confequence of 
the alliance between Spain and the French re- 
public. 

Remark. — ^This is wrong. The Duke of Parma 
fhould not have efcaped ; they all deferve to be treated 
alike. Only think of their laying their dear fingers 
on the lions in bronze, that the poor Venetians were 
fo proud of ! It was, however, a charity to take away 
every thipg that fcrved to remind them of their for- 
mer glory. I wifli it never may be a charity to efface 
from the minds of Americans the recollection of their 
courage and fortitude during the revolutionary war. 

Lyons. — From the complexion of feveral of the 
Paris journals, it appears that France is in confider- 
able agitation ; the cau^fe is faid to be the return of 
fwarms of emigrant priefls, who have been preaching 
up the neceflity of reft oring the old government, and 
have in fome places incited the people to open reheU 
lion againjt the Directory. At Lyons, and in the rieigh- 
bouring departments, many perfons have lofl: their 
lives; but the conftitutcd authorities are uniting to 
fupprefs th^fe licentious proceedings. 

Remarks. — Thus it appears that poor Lyons [is 
again to be devaftated. Its ftreets ran with blood in 
1 794 ; but this was not enough. It is again to be 

VOL. viu H dtag<ooii&^^ 
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dragooned, under the pretext of fuppreffing its reheU 
Uousfpirii. Rebellion, againft whom ? The niilcre- 
ants of this infernal age have changed the meaning* 
of words. Slavery isbec'ome liberty, treafon is be- 
come patriotifm, and loyalty rebellion. 

Emhajfy to Lilh.'^^London^ July 13. One of th* 
Paris journals, fpeaking of the negotiation, fays^ 
•* The Britifli Cabinet has had the courage to fend 
back Lord Mai mfbury to treat with the Republic— * 
Lord M. has had the courage to accept this, miflion ; 
and the Directory, efieemed, refpefled, and feared 
throughout Europe, has had the courage^ owing t6 
Its love of peace, not to treat with the contempt it 
merits, this want of refpeSt on the part of an enemjr 
who fues for peace, who is in want of it, but who 
demands it with tvfnhnce^^ 

Remarks. — Want of refpefl ! Infolence ! what I 
lo Regicides ? The mufliroon tyrants are ftung to fee 
that England caimot, like the reft of their enemies, be 
brought on her knees. — No ; England will make> 
will command an honourable peace, or fhe will make 
none ; and all that our fell fcoundrel Bache faya 
refpcdling her deferting of Portugal, is as falfe as In^ * 
hireling heart. 

Adet and Talleyrand. — Paris^ July 14. We are 
aflured that the Directory has juft made a change in 
the Miniflers, and has named for foreign affairs M. 
Talleyrand Perigord, formerly Bilhop of Autun ; for 
the marine, M. de Hoc, Ex-minifier of France at 
tlie Court of Berlin ; and Minifter. of Juftice, M,, 
Defmuniers, Ex-con(tituent. It is added that th^ 
Directory will keep Ramel as Minifter of Finance. 

M. Adet, our AmbafTadbr at Philadelphia, appeaili 
not to have brought with him the friendfhip of our 
JifierSj the Republics of the United States ; but ta 
make up for this, be is arrived at Paris^ accompanied 

with 
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with different rare animals, fucli as a , a black 

Ihakct and three rattleinakes. Thus, if he has not 
the confolation to enrich our diplomatic cabinet with 
a treaty of frieiidftiip bet^veen us and the Americans^ 
he has at lealt that of peopling our menagerie with 
fome mi/fkiirjoiis rcpliles. There is nothing hke a 
Republic ; it knows how io make the moft of every 
thing. 

Remarks. — Now, Reader, don't fet this back flroke 
at republicantfm down to my account. It is extracted 
from a Bofton paper, for which it was tranflated from 
the French. The Purilians, yoa fee, begin to talk 
a little cavalierly upon the tender fubjedT: ; and I 
would have you prepare your mind for further im* 
pertinencies of the fame nature; for republicanifm 
is certainly on the dccliue at Paris, and the word will 
ere long be baaiHied by the French to the regions of 
burlefque. 

' Taileyrand Perigord i s no w MI n i ft er of Foreign Jf^ 
fairs. Citizen Adet did not expeft this when he 
ufed to make the poor apoftate Bifhop kick his iarae 
heel in his entry at Philadelphia. Now Perigord's 
turn is come; the citizen muft blow his fingers at 
the apoftate's door^ and may very probably become 
his fhoeblack. 

Genoa. — While the French Government journal 
would perfuade us that General Bonaparte and the 
French Republic ha^rc not operated the revolutionary 
movements of Genoa, the ^rot/j/io?/^/ government of 
thzt provijiofml demoffacy thank Grcneral Bonaparte, 
and the French Republic, for having efficaeioujly co' 
operated in the regeneration of ihe country ^ 

Remarks, — ^Thal's right. Robbing you is not 
enough ; they fhould infult you belides, and they 
will do it too. The filly Genoefc would not believe 
Admiral Hervey, when he told them that the fans- 
culottes would make a prey of them fooneror later. 
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They looked bluff then, prated about their neutrality ^ 
and boafled of their independence and their balteries. 
Now where are all thefe fine things ? I would hold 
the fate of this little pitiful repjd^ic up as an example 
to this country, but 1 am afraid it would be ufelefs. 
The fraternizing fcoundrels will have their arms 
round us, in fpite of all that can be faid or done, if 
John Bull makes peace with them. 

Spanijh Prize. -^London, July ii. Saturday, Cap- 
tain Paget, of the navy, arrived at the Admi- 
ralty-office with difpatches from the Earl of St. Vin- 
cent, containing an account of feveral captures made 
by the Englifh. The Officer alfo brought advice, 
that the Raven brig, commanded by Captain James, 
had taken a Spanifh galleon worth 300,000/. fler- 
ling ! 

Remarks. — That's a good haul, fays John Bull. 
Put it in your pouch, John, there's a good fellow, 
and don't fquander it away upon a nefl of German, 
and Dutch, and Italian rafcals. Stop till markets 
arc low, John, and then buy Brefl, or Toulon, or 
Dunkirk, with it. But get fure pofieffion before you 

pay- 

French Gidl-trap. — ^Joseph Anthony Idltnger, 
Civil Ordonnator of the Northern Department in the 
Ifland of St. Domingo, to Citizen Mozard, Conful 
of the French Republic at Boflon. 
Citizen, 

I feize the opportunity offered me by Citizen , 

who returns to America, to defire you to encourage 
the merchants rcfiding in the different ports within 
your confular precin6l, to fend hdre falted provifions, 
that article being very fcarce now. 

Our cultivation has been much improved of late, 
and fuch merchants as would fpeculate on this object 
may depend on a real benefit. 

Bepullicam 



SEPTEMBER, 1797. lox 

Repuhlican virtue and clofe application io agricul- 
ture are the order of the day among the French of 
Hifpaniola, and the value of colonial produce during 
the fifth year has been tenfold to what it was during 
the courfe of the fourth. This is the true fituation 
of the department intrufled to my care. 

Greeting and friendfhip. 
(Signed) Idlinger. 

Remarks. — ^Yes, yes, Citizen, all this is very fine; 
but we have tafted rather too feverely of your " re^ 

publican viriue^^ to be caught in your trap again. 

So you want more ^^ faked provifion^^' do you ? And 
you think that a vulgar canting fcravvl, with liberty at 
the top of it, will inveigle our merchants into your 
ports ? No, no, poor devil, you may ftarve for 
them. Your liberty has no longer any charms. It 
is become a moft deteftable thing, fince we have 
loft twenty millions of dollars by it. The fhop-win- 
dows in Philadelphia are no longer filled with tri- 
coloiired cockades. 



Tuesday, 5^^ September. 

Barney s C(9tt;^r^/V^.— Extract of a letter from Nor- 
folk, 24th Auguft. — " You will, vyithout doubt, 
have ere this feen in the newfpapcrs, the vaunting 
letter of Commodore Blockade. He tells his friend 
that he has efcaped the vigilance of the Britifti, which 
is well enough to ^mufe the filly and yet duped po- 
pulace of forae of our feaport towns ; hvxiyou fhould 
be informed of the real ftate of the cafe. The fa6t 
is, the Commodore and his crews, or rather Yixsgangs^ 
grew tired of a port where fhamc and contempt at- 
tended them at every fiep 5 and in order to deliver 
them from this uneafy and difgraceful durance, a 
mode move Jafe than that of fighting their way out, 
was fallen upon. 

♦^ In fome chapter (God , knows which) of the 

H 3 \^N 
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law of nations it is written^ that the veffels of one 
belligerent povper fhall not nfe the waters of a neu- 
tral liate to block up the vefiels of another bclligc* 
rent power. With this, for us, fortunate provifion in 
hand, the French Conful here applied to the federal 
Government to clear the mouth of our harbour. This 
application produced a letter from the Britifli Minif- 
ter, requeiling Commodore Mowat to retire from 
within the waters of the United States (that is to fay^ 
nine miles from the fhore\ and let the /mm fwim out, 

*^ The Commodore complied ; and this it was that 
gave the red*headed blunderer an opportunity of 
getting off, and not eitlicr his addrcfs or his courage. 
The Britifh Tcffels were reduced to two a fortnight 
before he failed, and of thofe hvo neither was n^i^ 
^fihe liniy as he falfely afTerb, Commodore Mowat's 
ihipis a fifty gun, and the other a frigate of lefs force 
than either of the vaunting Gallico-Americans ; and 
the fmmher of men on hoard were not nearly equal fOf 
thai of his crews: fo that his force was, for the la ft 
fifteen daySj at leaft^ aBtmlly fuperiur to that of th^ 
enemy by whom he hafdyfiiffered him/elf to h hkckaded^ 
and whofe vigilance he even boqfts havmg efmped* 

** So much for Barney's bravery. He is bravej 
my dear Sir, when he meets a defencelefs merchant- 
man, or when a poor negro, who has the dreadful 
misfortune of being his rtave, is crouching beneatl^ 
his lafti; but that kind of bravery that manfully 
mretsits match, and fconis to yield unwoaodedeven 
to fuperior force, he knows no more than a hog 
knows of cleanlinefs, or a republican Frenchman 
of freedom and humanity.'* 



Frencli and Sfanifi Fraternity. — Extract of a letter 
from the Havanna, dated the 14th ult. — ^^ The fliip 
Alia ha?i been recaptured a few days ago in the Old 
Straits, by a Providence privateer, who fent her 
for that port J where po doubt fhe mufl be fafe ar- 
rived, 
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fived. The privateer that took her arrived two days 
i)efore the prize-mafter of the Ihip, who was put oa 
hoard an American fchooner by the Englilh. The 
French are almojl difiraHed 071 account of the lojs of that 
Jhif. The privateers that were here i except one) are 
gone tocruife on your coaft for the fail (hips from 
England. A few days z^oftroen American vejf els from 
Jamaica were feni in here by one privateer ; they are 
immediately fold under fecurity of their condemnation 
being procured from the Cape, which i$ a thing of 
£Ourfe *." 

The Death of Burkc—Tho death of the Right 
Hon. Edmund Burke has been fome days an 
flounced to the public through the channehoi other 
|)apers. The news having been taken from ^ fan(^ 
jculotte paper of Newcaftle, I was in hopes it was 
falfe ; but with the fincereft forrow am compelled, 
from papers that I have fince fcen, to believe it but 
jtoo true. 

The exit of this great man, the moft eloquent of 
orators, and the profoundeft of flatefmen ; the or^ 
inament of his country, and the prop of linking li- 
berty, morality, and religion : this cruel ftroke of 
*he ruthlefs deftroyer has, as might be expetStcd, 
called forth the exulting malice of the ft ill more 
ruthlefs fons of liberty and equality. When the 
eagle falls from his lofty perch, birds of ignoble 

* I dare fay this will be produced as a proof of the " returning 
Spirit of moderation and juftice in our ailics.^* I dare fay it will, 
not only by Bache and Greenleaf, the coiifefred hirelings of France, 
but alfo by all that numerous and equivocal ipecies of newihion- 
gcrs falfely ftyJed impartial. The pigeon livered gentry are lighting 
for nothing but a reconciliation with our dear difp'eafed filler ; they 
ftand watching for a moment's ceflation of her blows to riiHi into 
her arms, to hang fobbing on her neck, and befeech her to forgive 
our tranfgreffions. My dear whining gentlemen, when you put up 
your petitions for the nations in general, don't include me, 1 pray 
y9^p X wi^ never knuckle to the plundcringi dabbing flrumpet* 

Ji 4 ^\^\\. 
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flight infultingly flutter from their hidden roods; the 
owl hoots, and the buzzard croaks for joy. 

The literary buzzard, through vvhofe foul vehicle 
Mr. Burke's death was firft communicated to the 
public, takes the following malicious peck at his me- 
mory : " Our ohiluary of this week,*' fays he, " an- 
** noiinces the exit of Edmund Burke, the great, but 
^^ eccentric orator and author^ at one tirne the redoubt- 
•^ ed champion of public liberty, and in the evening of 
** his life ITS venal anp determined foe." 

Moft certainly the memory of Edmund Burke 
flands in need of no defence ; yet, gratitude for the 
pleafure and inflru^lion I have derived from his Her- 
culean, invaluable, and immortal labours, impels 
roe, and will ever impel me, as long as I have the 
means, to give publicity to whatever may tend to the 
fhame and confufion of his bafe and remorftlefs ca- 
lumniators. 

With this motive it is, that I ftiall here fubjoin a 
defence of Mr. Burke^s conftfiency, from the letters of 
Thomas Townfend, Efq. It may not be amifs to ob- 
ferve previoufly, that the charge of inconftftency is 
the only one which his vile flanderers ever think of 
bringing againfl: him. 

This is the old worn-out monotone firing on which 
they are everlaftingly harping. It has for years paft 
been the Alpha and Omega of all the feditions para- 
graphs, pamphlets, and harangues of the fcribbling 
and fpouting Jacobins of Britain. 

'' But," fays Mr. Townfend, '' in all he faid 
and did rcfpc6ling America, there was not a fingle 
fentiment, impliedly or dire6Uy, favouring of the fa- 
vage eccentricities which are broached with fomuch 
rage by modern theorifis. There were no allufions 
to vifionary do6lrines of government ; no abftra6l 
imaginary rights ; no wanderings through infinite 
fpace, tojoftleupon new expedients in legiflation. 
In no one page of his writings at that period, can 
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"be found any chimerical defignatlons for the perfec- 
tion of human nature ; in none of his volumes caa 
you difcover man unfledged, and plucked of all his 
habitudes, modes of mind, and difpofition of heart 
— ^ftanding an abftraft cro^, a rifled metaphylical 
thing, to be forged and hammered into any fantaflic 
Ihape to which the decree of a Convention may doom 
him. Till Mr. Burke cafi be convi6ted of flumber- 
ing in his mind, and having his dreams diflurbed 
with the inmbus of theory, and his fancy fwarming ^ 
with all forts of monftrous phantoms of govern- 
ment, I mull defy you, or any man, be he who he 
will, to prove his derelicStion of his principles. 

** I proceed now to inquire in what degreethis 
gentleman's condudl, immediately lince the French 
revolution, accords or difagrees with that which has 
diftinguilhed his political life. It is unneceflTary for 
me to premife thofe throes of languifhing authority 
which preceded that extraordinary occurrence ; they 
are well known to the world. The ancient and ve- 
nerable c(Jlumn of French royalty, covered vcUh the 
hoar of mnumerahle ages, was thrown from its bafe. 

" Piifh'd by a wild race 

*' From off its bafe, 

<* Rome, like a giant ftatue, fell. 

*^ Ito mighty fall crumbled its ancient buttrefles, 
the nobility and the clergy, in the duft ; and the 
noifeof its ruin thundered awfully in the ears of Eu- 
rope. 

**This aflonifhingruin was no fooner efFedted, with- 
out any provident regard to fupply the want of its 
old control being taken, when all ih^ pa6is andfe£ls 
that ebb and flow by the moon, opened each his ftock 
in trade ; and theories and fyftems of government 
were, as FalftafF fays, to be bought as cheap as 
ftinking fifh. Some of the readieft handicraft legif- 
lators propofed the re-ele6tion of the flump of the 
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old column, chipped and mutilated as it wei, Ac* 
cordingly it was let up, and a moil lugubrious car||H 
caturcof monarchy it was. Englilhmen, too faturJB 
nine in their nature to work levities thcmfclveSj have 
ever trtifledto France, the European warehoufe of 
folliefij for what they did not care to invent; ancj 
hardly liad this fcene been performed in Paris, when 
congratulations and addrcfles were uttered without 
number from fome phitofophica! poHticiaus in Lon* 
don, to thofe of the fame feet in France. Thcfe 
adventurers in pratulationj ihcfe unfuborned volun- 
teers in paneg}Tic, did not wait to fee what was 
compoimding by the chemical politicians in Paris j 
the caldron was fmoking • and how it was heated, 
or what its contents were, it was not worth the la^ 
hour of thofe generous gentlemen to inquire : the|fl 
liad praife enough to beftow ; and they knew there ^ 
was no commodity in which ihey were fo rich, and 
could part withj with fo magnanimous an indifferf 
cnce to the propriety of diflrribution* They fa\ 
every thing that was going on in PVance through tin 
thick fog which furrounded it ; all was undefined 
and vaft in this haze; and lb much greatnefs was 
confidcred as imttable, without allowing any thing 
for the vapoury mcdiuraj which exaggerated by falfe 
bulk the limits of what was beheld- Wtilp the le^ 
gillators of France were thus — 



nd 
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murdering impoffilwUty ta make 



** What c&uUmi h tlight work ; 

new doft tines were broached in tliis conn try, ani 
the pulpit of Chriftian Peac^, and the board of poll 
tical feafls and revelling, were incongruoufly aifixecl 
as places meet for the promulgation of fuch opU* 
nions. ' 

" That theeleftion of our Kings, cafhiering them 
when the people are out of humour with them, andj 
/ramiug a government for themfelvesj were fanflionedj 
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by the Britifli conftitution, was confidently main- 
tained. Notions fo flagrantly falfe were thus inftil- 
]ing into the public mind, while the grea't mafs of the 
nation was paflively flumbering in a mufled, lethar- 
gic indifference to the public danger : fo deleterious 
a poifon called for a rapid and efficient antidote: 
the period was interefting, alarming, and aAound- 
ing. In France every thing was overcaft, porten- 
tous, and uncertain : a doubtful fhade of confufiort 
obfufcated the times; and through the gloom the 
dogs of havock were heard to howl — que canes ululare 
per umbratn. In England his Majefty's right to the 
hereditary throne of bis anceflors was a common^ 
place difcuffion among the clubs of the day^ Sum- 
moned by fuch a terrifying neceffity, Mr. Burke op^ 
pofed himfelf to thofe flagitious difcuflions, which 
would have been (if not combated at that jundlure) 
the heralds of a revolution in this country. He 
was, if this ufe of Plato's term may be allowed, th^ 
pne on this great occafion. 

5' V^hen.tempcfts of commotion, like tbefouth 
♦* Borne with black vapour^ do begin to melt, 
5* And drop upon our bare unarmed heads, 

filch a man is an hoft : he unrolled the fcroll of the 
Britifli conftitution, explained the Ample explicit 
compa<^ between all the orders and members of the 
community, and expounded the true conftitutional 
import pf each auguft period, which hasfecured with 
additional ramparts the invaluable treafure of Britifli 
liberty. He looked into the very eflence of govern- 
ment, confidered as it fiiould be ?i^?i f radical fcience ; 
fliowed the wonderful complexity in that great com- 
pound of prote6lion and duty, the two correlative 
hinges upon which the happinefs of man in fociety 
muft ever turn ; andexpofed the jejune, bald, ftarve- 
jing projects of every pert, addle-brained theorill, 
^ho, rejedling the experience of ages^ and too 

proud. 
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proud of his flatulent conceits to confider the nature 
of aflbciated covenanted man, would make the crudi- 
ties of his own head the fiandard of mortal happi- 
nefs and wifdom. 

*^ In rendering this vafl: fervice to his country, 
tfhere is his inconliftcnce to be found ? During the 
American war, his love of his country urged him to 
condemn a confli(ft in violation of liberty — of Bri- 
lifh liberty and juftice, which threatened a momen- 
tous lofs to the State. Since the French revolution, 
the fame motive, a love of his country, and her 
freedom, determined him to Hand forward in their 
defence, againft all the terrors which (yawning 
wide) threatened to ingulf that conftitution which 
gives this empire its afccndency among the nations of 
the world : againft all the difaflrous frenzies which 
have rocked to its bafe almoft every State in Euitope, 
againft all that has been poured from the foul jaws 
of every blatant bellower of fedition, this great man 
has flood unmoved. He has flood forward to oppofe 
the death-flood of French madnefs, to raife a mound 
againft its current, which may make it retroccde to 
its polluted fources ; and that he has done by arouf- 
ing the mind oi his country. In defending the law8 
and liberties of his country, he has fliown that mo- 
narchy, religion, nobility, and freedom, are the well- 
twifted flrands of the cable which hold the political 
bark : no one of them can fuftain, in the mighty 
whirl of State terapefls, the truft configned to it ; it 
will yield like a cobweb ; but, whilft we keep theiu 
in the clofc-blendcd twift which the cautious zeal of 
our anceflors has given them, and have found 
hearts aboard, the winds may rife, and the waters 
roll in harmlefs fublimity/' 

American EleBions. — ^From North-Carolina.-— 
"Hey-day ! Mr. Printer, bad times are come about^-- 
bad to us poor voters, that we muft not eat roafl: 

pigs^ 
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pigs, lamb and chicken pies — that a man has not a 
right to do ashepleafe. Fyc upon it! Mr. Prin- 
ter ; this will never do. — A'nt we in a land of liberty ? 
A*nt we a free people ? What did we take Corn^ 
waUis's army for, or obtain our independence, but 
that we fhould have barbecues^ with plenty of grog, 
"without money and without price^ whenever Mr. R. and 
Mr. S. fhould offer for members of the Afiembly > 
And I would be glad to know, Mr. Printer, what 
other good our AfTembly-men do us? — A'nt they well 
able to afford it ? Don't they vote their own way^ 
and give themlelves 25^. a day, befides their travel- 
ling expenfes ? Ought we not therefore to have a 
fhare ? It is true, our fheriff, on opening the poll, 
reads a terrible oath he fays they muft take before 
they are admitted to their feats, about giving away 
any gifts, gratuity, or reward, either direAly or indi- 
re6lly ; but that is their own look-out, and no con- 
cern of ours ; we follow the good old apoflle*s ad- 
vice — " Eating [and drinking] whatever is fet before 
us, afking no quefiion for confcience fake." — Yes ! 
Mr. R. and Mr. S. are clever, generous fellows, and 
I will vote for them all my life, if I can get barbecuesy 
and have plenty of grog, without money and without 
frice — that's the fun of it, Mr. Printer ; for who 
codld afk it on eafier terms than for a filly vote, 
which we muft give to fomebody, and it is little mat- 
ter to OS to whom ? But I fear bad times "are now 
coming on^ — ^bad, indeed, for they would wifh to 
prevent our candidates from fhowing their genero- 
lity, mixing with the common people, levelling all 
diflindlions, andexercifing the true inequality of the 
rights of man. — Curfe on their ariftocratical fenti- 
ments, I fay. For my part, however, I am deter- 
mined, let them fay what they will, to vote for Mr. 
R. as long as he offers, and gives roafl pig and 
htsindy, ^without money and without ^rice*^ 

Thus 



iiius IS obfervable the decline of virtue and inae- 
pendeiice in our couiitryj from whence the moft 
dreadful confequeiices muft enfue. In many coun- 
tries we find men, without chanicler, and witlioutg 
l^rts, infidious in their attempts, giving barbccuea 
and a little knavifh cheer, thereby deluding the ignc 
rant, and cajoling them out of their be ft privilege 
freemen. Hence we too often fee the fame mean fpi^ 
tit of eleflioncering prevailing in the legiflaturej 
whereby the dignity and honour of the State is too^ 
frequently pro flit uted to the grcatcft fycopbants and^ 
timefervers; and peribns deflitute of talents, virtuejB 
or refpeflability, elected tu the higheil officei^*^ — Not 
many years pajft it may be remembered that the le- 
gtflature was compofed of many men of the firfl: ta- 
lents and information, and potfefled of true republi 
ran Virtues ; but now, alas ! the boiinefs of eledtionJ 
cering has become fo bafe in its name, that tliola 
cbaraders are generally excluded, either for the wanf^ 
of knavery or a degenerate mind. What may we 
not expert from a Situation like thiS| where fyco- 
phancy is too commonly the ladder of promotion ? 
How often do we fee men felling their liberty oC_ 
choice for the lovveft of all prices, a drink of grog !■ 
Worfe than the patriarch of old, who fold his birth- 
right for a mefs of porridge, may we not expeA foon 
to become bondmen and fervants to fools and 
knaves, worfe maftcrs than even Pharaoh ?~0 hm^ 
.pora / cives I mores * / 
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* All this is bad enough, to be fiirc. It is (hocking work to 
fuffer 2 man to barbecue liimfelf iDtoCongrefi ; but I he Nonh Ca- 
rohnrans ocveryet feat to Cofigrefs (or at lea ft to my ktiowletJgeJ 3 
hunkrupit or a man tbat had made ^fntjalultnt irarn/cr of hh pr^^ 
piTiy ! To make ftich choices at thefe i» the exclufive privilege of 
the Slate, wbicli bo.iits of being an example to the reft of the 
tJaioa. — A precbtjs example truly \ 

Sufilhonax 
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SmithonaxJirmgjimericanTQwns. — Ext rail of a let- 
ter from London J June 5. — '* The AdminiOratiDa 
here has received a letter by a Mn Morris, who fays 
he was at St, Domingo, and in the confidence of 
Banthonaic: that Santhonax hired a number of per- 
fons to go into the United States, and let fire to the 
populous towns : that fome had returned, received 
their reward, and had gone thence again ; the writer 
mentions their names : one of the MIniftry has fur- 
nilhed Mr, King a copy of the letter -f." 



f This, if fa<^, caps the climax, I think, of F tench JrUnJ/^ip. 
This ia " drawmg clofcr the bonds which unite the two nations^** 
wicb a vengeance! 

Some perfons will fay, that It h impoffibic the tlimg Should be j 
and, feven years ago, 1 would have faid lb too ; but we have now 
the book of experience open before \i% and if in our reafoiiirrg we 

froceed like ihe muEhematkians, from the known to the unknown, 
fancy it will not rct^nireacoitimunication from Mr, King,oraojr 
body eir^, to convince us of the exiileote of this moft belTilh plan 
of deflru^iioHi 

What is the deed, however bafe and horrible its nature, from 
which the French have fhrunk ? Where h the inftance t^f their 
having pardoned an offence againfl: their pride ? and what is the 
means of vengeance thai they have left lioernployed ? 

Can it l)e fuppcjfcd that thofe who erected a-dalHnation into 2 
virtue, by fixmg the bnft of the bloody Ankerftrom in their Jegif- 
Jative chamber, and who prornitlgattrd their debates on the decree 
for mifing a corps of 1200 aflltffins ; can it be fuppofed that thole 
who ordered a populous andfuperb city^ the fecond in their coun- 
tT}', and in fome refpCL^i the firft in the world, to be reduced to 
afiies J can it be Inppofed that fuch nionfters would hefitate a mo- 
meut tofpread the horrors of conflagration tbrougb the towns of a 
people who had wounded their uptlart pride by rejeding all their 
overtures of blalltng frateroity ? Such a fuppoficion would be a 
dite£t contradiiJ>ion to every principle of reaibn, and to all the lef- 
foDs of experience. 

And what is the moving caufe j who ia the mafter agent to whom 
the defolating expedition is imputed ? Saftt/jma^t:- -thf fbilamhropic 
Santhonax! the incendiary general, the lell deftroyer of the iindl 
ifbnd in the creation. Would he who could with raptures behold 
-the volumes of flame afcending to the ikiis from the town of Cupe 
Fran 901^, and viXv^ could revel amid ft its facceeding horrors ; would 

{acb 
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Wednesday, 6^^ September* 

French Depredations. — Extract of a letter from a. 
Tery refped^able mercantile houfe i« London, to a 
gentleman in Bofton, dated 5th July. — *' We think 
*' it right to remark, for your information, that the 
•* late accounts from your fide, of your coaft being 
*^ much infeftcd by French privateers, and of feveral 
*' American vclfels having been captured by them; 
•^ that etilurance lias rilcn to ten guineas percent, and 
*^ vvc fear is not likely to be lower the prefent fea- 
*^ fpn, unlcfs the negotiations, now going on at 
** Lifle, fhould end in an immediate peace (which 
*^ does not here feem to be much expedled) ; in 
*^ which cafe, enfurance will foon fall to the old pre- 
*' mium. The critical fituation of affairs, in this re- 
*' fpedl:, and the general apprchenfions entertained 
** here, that a rupture between your country and 
*' France is inevitable, will materially curtail the 
*' Ihipments generally to America the prefent fea- 
" fon/' 

Remarks. — This extract has all the air of authen- 
ticity about it. The letter from which it is taken is 
of a date nearly as late as any received fr6m Europe, 
and it contains a clear proof, that affairs with regard 
to America are not mended in the opinion of the 
njercantile people of Europe. Enfurance has rifen 
to ien guineas^ a tax on America of ten ^^r cent, upon 
every farthingfworth of property that fails frotn Bri- 
tain hither ; and, as almofl: all our neceffary imports 
are from that country, the total lofc to us is im- 
menfe. 

We are too apt to view thefe injuries in the grq/V, 
without examining how they affedl us individually* 

fuch a wretch, think you, feel a moment's remorfe at the deftruo 
tion of every town in America ? As well might y^>u think that the 
wolf would (bare the lamb, merely on account of his being of a dif- 
ferent flock trom that he had beenh ufed to feed on. 

The 
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*rhc fanner is too apt to think that this additional 
burden on the commerce does not weigh on his 
ihoulders ; but let him recolledl, that he pays his 
ihare of this ten per cent, on the cloth, the linens, the 
cottons, the ftockings ; in Ihort, almofl on every ar- 
ticle of drefs, and of great part of the furniture ufed 
in his family. If, then, he expends only ten pound* 
a year in this way, one pound of thofeten he is rob*^ 
bed of by the rafcally Carmagnoles, ih^dear alius of 
his country, 

^ 

Kofciujko at Philadelphia *, — From Claypoole*s pa- 
per of this morning. — '^ General Kofciulko, we learn. 
Las left the city, on a vifit to General White, of 
New-Brunfwick. Before he left town, we under^ 
ftand, a gentleman in office prefented him with a 
land- warrant, to which he was entitled by his fer- 
vices, and intimated there was a fum of money due 
to him for his fervices in the caufe of this country. 
We underfland that the General fignified, that, whu^ 
fortune fmiled upon him at homey he had no intention of- 
receiving any pecuniary reward from the United States^ 
but that, in his prefent circumflances, hejhould not 
decline the acceptance of what appeared to be his due. 
We believe that, with principal and intereft, his pay 
will not amount to lefs than 1 8 or 20,000 dollars, 
as the General entered into the fo-vice as a Colonel 
of Engineers, in October 1 776, and remained till the 
end of the war. The land-warrant, we are told, 
the General prefented to a Wcllh farmer, of the 



* Where he arrived on the i8th of Auguft. On the 9th, Per* 
cupine's Gazette contained th^ following article rcfpeding him : 

** The Polifh General Kofciujko wj^s yefterday dragged from 
<^ the water-fide to his lodgings by n)en. How far this redounds 
** to his honour, will be gueued, when it is known, that Lloy d^ 
♦* who ftood in the pillory in London^ and Vfho iniai'iieJ J^ewgate for 
♦* yedrsy was the leader of th^ team*" 

VOL. YIU I VW^^ 




name of ThomaSj who was a paflTenger in the fame 
fliipj and of%vhmn h: had concehed a high opinionJ 

RemarL—l would lay fifty pounds that this high 
opinion man is a Jacobin, As to the General^ what- 
ever niight be his views in crofling the Atlantic^ it is 
certain that it has turned out no' unprofitable voy- 
age I no had /pec, in Hbcrty and equality. I do not 
like thefe dfier-elaps. If a man fights for the fheer 
love of liberty, let him have the honour of it ; but 
let him not enjoy this honour with the wages of a 
nurcenary in his pocket What does this man want 
with 20,000 dollars ? Thefe fellows arc all C'mcinna^ 
ti^Sy if you believe their canting profeffions; but, 
when you come to the trial, you loon find that a 
coach and pair fnits them better than z plongh. The 
iniEl of hmdj you fee, which would have furniflied 
oorliberLy hero with a charming opportunity of be- 
coming a Cinciimaius^ he gave away as unworthy of 
his attention^ 



Anecchle of Tarhion. — New-Yorkp iStb Auguft^ 
17 97- — Mr. Porcupine, Obferving in this day's 
Gazette, or rather your Gazette received this day, 
fome anecdotes of General Tarletouj it brought to 
my tniud a very jufi and fevere obfervation 1 one 
day heard made to him by a lady then in this city ; 
perhaps it may amufe; with that view I give it 
you. 

One evenings during the late war in this country, 
his then Intimare friend and hanger-on , the Honour- 
able Major Hanger, and he, were in company with a 
number of ladies and gentlctnen at the houle of the 
lady above alluded to \ for fome time the whole 
converfalion was taken up by thofe gentlemen, the 
principal part of which was founding their own 
praifcSj and telling what I believe they never did, 
Tarletun at the time had with him a remarkably 
y^rg^ fcimitar^ v\:hich holding in his hand, he ex- 
claimed. 
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claimed, " With tlib Avord I have made tl^oufands 
*^ run/' — The lady, fitting nigh him, immediately { 
remarked, ^* Then, Colonel, you had not that Jivord I 
** with you at the Cow pens ?'' The Colonel then 
was filent, and the pair foon after left the room with? 
out being regretted. I 

I always thought him a braggadocio, and his be- ' 
haviour to Lord CornwalHs, to whom only he owed 
his promotionj proves him to be moil horridly no- 
gratefuL From fuch a charafter nothing good or 
honourable can be expected. 

Yours, mofi truly, W» 

American Academy of Arts and Sciences* AdJre/s» 
Mr. A/ams, — At a meeting of the American Aca- 
demy of Arts and Sciences, Auguft 23d, 1797^ thp 
feaior counfellor prefidlng ; 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to prefent 
an Addrefs to the Prefident of the United States^ in 
the name of the ^ cademy. 

Voted J That the Honourable Judge Ijowell, the 
Reverend Doilor Thatcher, and Doctor John War- 
ren, be a Committee for the above-mentioned pur- 
pofe. 

Inpurfuance of the foregoing votes, the follow* 
ing Addrefs was prefentcd : 

To JohhAdams^ L.L.D, Prefident of the United States 
of America* 

SlH, 

The American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
founded when their country was flruggling for free* 
dom and independence, which your exertions have 
fo greatly tended to eftabliib, afk leave to offer you 
their congratulations on your eledion to the office 
of firft magiftrate, in a nation where the rights of 
men are refpefted and truly flipportcd. 

They are led to pay this tribute to your virtue 2.^^ 
merit J becaofe jou have for feveral yeats ^icfvAc^i 
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over their inflitution with honour to yourfdf and ad-^ 
vantage to them. 

Their purfuits are literary ; they wifh to add to 
the knowledge which their country already poflefies, 
end to ufe their correfpondence with foreigners en- 
gaged in the fame purfuits, fo as to anfwer this va- 
luable purpofe. 

They cannot, however, be indifferent to the peace 
and happinefs of the land in which they live, nor to 
the prcfervation of thofe invaluable conftitutions of 
government which diftinguifh it from all other na^ 
iions *. They know, that thefe conftitutions will not 
anfwer the important purpofes for which they were 
formed, unlefs they are well adminiftered. 

With pleafure they find their prefident,. whom 
they have fo long known, and fo highly eftcemed, 
called by the free fufFrages of his fellow- citizens, to 
the arduous talk of guiding the counfels, preferving 
the honour, and fupporting the profperity of the 
United States, in fucceffion to the man whole diftin- 
guilhed integrity and difinterelled patriotifm his 
fd low-citizens have fo univerfally attefted. Their 
aid in accomplilhing thofe delirable purpofes can-: 
not be greatly efFedlive : but you may be affured, 
that their influence will always be exerted to pro- 
mote the meafures of a government founded on the 
balls of true liberty, and adminiftered with wifdom 
and firmnefs. They feel high fatisfadlion when they 
find thefe virtues marked on the meafures which you 
bave hitherto adopted ; and they ardently pray that 
the infinite Source of light and of power may al^ 
ways direft you, and crown with fuccefs your efforts 
to promote the welfare of your country and the 
happinefs of mankind. 

A true extraft lirpm the records. 
Atteft. Benjamin Dearborn, Rec. Sec. 

^ Thcfc dcadeniicians are not the mof( profoimd of pollticiansj» 
l^r ^c they the mod mpJefi of the Uumm lacc. 
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The President'^ Anfuoer. 
To the American Academy of Arts and Scwicei. 
^Gentlemen, 

Meeting with you at a regular period eftabllfhed 
by law, I expe6lcd nothing more than thofe habitual 
cxpreffions of your friendlhip, which I have con- 
fiantly received, as one of youraflbciates, upon all 
fuch occafions. This ^^^^w/addrefs*, therefore, as 
it was not forefeen, is the more acceptable. — Coming 
from gentlemen "^ho^cfameforjcience and literature^ 
as well as for every civil and political virtue, is notcon^- 
fined to a fmgle fiate, nor to one quarter of the world ^^ 
it does me great honour. Your congratulations on 
xny eleftion to the office of firft magiftrate, in a na- 
tion where the rights of men arerefpedled and truly 
fupported, deferve my beft thanks. 

The commands of the public have obliged mc to 
refide in foreign countries and diftant ftates, for al- 
moft the whole period of the exiftence of our aca- 
demy ; but no part of my time has ever been fpent 
with more real fatisfaftion to myfelf than the few 
hours which the courfe of events has permitted me to 
pafs in your fociety. 

Your exertions at home, and extenfive corre- 
fpondences abroad, are every day adding to the 
knowledge of our country> and its improvement ia 
.ufeful arts ; and I have only to regret that indifpen- 
fable avocations have prevented me from affifting ia 

* I fliould be glad to be taught in ^uohat its elegance confifts, 
t I would lay my life that the ^*' fame*' of thefe gentlemen has 
never travelled fo far as the banks of the North River. What, in 
God's name, have they ever done to render them famous ? They 
may be, for aught I know (and I hope they are) , poflefled of §very 
CIVIL and political «uirtue\ but moft affufedly their poflelfioa 
has not been noifed all over the voerld I — In an anfwer to a compli- 
mentary add refs, a wife and modeft man will always avoid hyper- 
bolical eulogium. It is fo much like the fcrauh for firatch of the 
yuJgar;, 

r 3 ^UVML 
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your labours and endeavours to ihare in the glorj' of 
your fuccds* 

The unanimity with which the members of this 
academy, as well as of the unlverfityat Cambridge^ 
^nd whole body of the clergy of this common- 
wealth (all fo happily conneded together), are at* 
tached to the union of our American llates, their 
conHitutions of government, and the federal admt- 
niftralion^ is the happicft omen of the future peace, 
liberty, lafefVj and profpcrity of our country. The 
rJfing generations of Americans, the raoft promifing^ 
and, perhaps, t!ie moft tniportmit youth which the 
human fptcics can boafl, educated in fuch princi- 
plcSj and under fuch examples, cannot fail to an- 
swer the high expectations which ih^ %vorhl hasfirm^ 
td of their future uDifdoms^ xurlues^ and energies *. 

To fuccced in the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment of the United States, after a citizen^ whof^ 
great talents, indefatigable exertions, and dilintcr- 
cftcd patriot ifm, had carried the gratitude of his 
country and the appkufe of the wo rid to tlic 
liighell pitch, was indeed an arduous cntcrprife. 
It was not without much ditlidence, and many 
Anxious apprcheniions, that I engaged in. the ier- 
vice ; but it has been with inexpreliible gratitude 
and plcafure, that I have every where found, in my 
fellow-cirizens, aa aluioft univerfal difpofition to 
mlleviate the burden, as much as poflible, by the 
cheerful and generous fupport of their afFedlionatc 
countenance and cordial approbation. Nothing of 
the kind has more tenderly touched me than the ex- 
plicit lkn6lion you have been pleafed to expreis of 
the meafures I have hitherto adopted, Permit me, 
Oentlemen, to join in your fervent prayers, that the 
mcomprehenfible Source of light and of power 
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jmay direft us all, and crown with fuccefs aW our ef- 
forts to promote the welfare of our country and the 
Jbappinefs of mankind. John Adams. 

- French Impertinence. — Wherever the French get d 
footing in a foreign country, they immediately be- 
come moft unbearably meddling and impertinent. 
They thruft theif nofes into every thing : they inter- 
fere in every public difpute or quarrel : they fide 
with the government againft the people, or with the 
people againft the government, as beft fuits theii 
views. 1 . do not confine myfelf to their condudl ol 
.the prefeqt day : I fpeak of it as a trait of their na- 
tional character : there is not a State in Europe bul 
has been, at fome time or other, agitated, if nol 
convulfed, by their intrigues, their cabals, and theii 
confpiracies. 

A fingular anecdote refpedting the troublefome- 
n^fs of thefe meddling guefis is to be found in the 
Hi/iory of the^ Court of King Charles L of England. — 
It is well known that ^is Queen was a Frenchwo- 
man. When flie went to England, fhe carricc 
over with her. a pretty confiderable troop, male anc 
female, of her country-people ; but they behavec 
in a manner that foon induced the King to write the 
following letters to his Prime Minifl:er, the Duke o 
Buckingham, which ^re copied from the original 
in the Britifh Mufeum. 

LETTER I. 

** Steenie, 

I writ you by Ned Clarke, that I thought 
would here have caufe anufe in fhorte tyrae to pu 
away the .Monfeers, either from their attemptinj 
to fteal away my wyfe, or making plots- among ni 
owenfuhjeds. I cannot fay certainlie whether i 
was intended, but I am fure it is hindered. Fo 
other, though I have good grounds to bclife il 
aixitain flill huntingafter it,. yet feeing^ da\\\\^ \Jfc 
14 ** m?iY\Wo>3&i 
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^* malitfoufnefs of the MonfeeEs^ by making airij 
fotnenting difcontetils in my wyfe, I could taria 
[** no longer from adverticing you, that I mean to j 



^P" cafier my Monfcers, hairing fur this puqiofe fent^ 
'^ you this other letter, that yoii may advertice thtf" 
*' Queen mother with my intention. 
*< So I reft 

" Your faithful! confiant loving frende 

The Duke, it would feera* did not immediatelj 
^comply with his royal malter's requeft, but expollu- 
!!.laled with him on the iubje6t ; but the condudl ot^ 
Ihc Monfeers had got the better of the patience o^^ 
pthe monarch, mild and placid as he was^ and he 
rote the Duke in the following peremptory fiyle : 
letter ii* 
" Steekie, 
*' T have received your letter by Die Greme : thig 
is my anfwer^ — I command you to lend all th« 
French away to-morrow out of towne, if you 
can by fayre means (but ftike not long difpuling),| 
t** dberwafe force them away like fo manie wyk" 
bealTcs, untill ye have Ihipped them, and Jb the 
devil goe with ihem. Lett me hcare no anftver,, 
but of the performance of my command. 
« So I reft 
** Your coiiftant frende^ 

*^ a r;* 

Would to God our worthy Prcfidcnt had feme 
Siemiie^ \q vvjiom he could write in this manner j for, 
except his having the good fortune not to have a 
French wife, he has as much reafon to hatq the 
Monfeer race as ever poor Charles bad* 



J 
J 



1 



4 



Thursday, 7*^ September. 

Mr\ FkeiU'Qod's cruel Trmimmt. — The day after 
tins gentleman diedj 1 made fomc rem^s on the 

hard 
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hard and unmerciful treatment that had, to all ap- 
pearance, brought him to an untimely grave. In 
confequence of thefe remarks, the leverity of which 
ipvas levelled at the Governor's arbitrary proclama- 
Vion, and at thofe who aded under it in the removal 
of Mr. Fleetwood, a gentleman of the Committee 
of Health thought it worth his while to affure me, 
\hat no force had been ufcd, by order of that Com- 
mittee, in the removal of any pcrfon whatever; 
and that, in the particular cafe of Mr. Fleetwood, 
his being removed againft his will was entirely 'owing 
to ihe wotnayi of the hoiife where he lodged^ who, though 
flie was offered a large fum of money to let him re- 
main, declared to the health people, that, if they 
did not immedfately remove him^^ fhe would />2^/ 
him out into the flreet. 

Had the gentleman who gave me this informa- 
tion been at the removal himfelf, my confidence in 
his veracity would have prevented any further in- 
quiry into the matter, on my part ; but, as I knew 
he was not prefent, and as I alfo knew, that the 
Committee were liable to be deceived as well as dif- 
obeyed by thofe in their employ, I refolved to feek a 
little further. I did fo, but in vain, till yefterday, 
when Dr. Blayney was fo obliging as to furnifli me 
with the following brief narrative, which he autho* 
rized me to publilh in my Gazette, 

" Dr. Blayney attended the late Mr, Fleetwood, 
^* at Mr$. BaJfett*Sf beloyvr the Swedes Church, 
^* from Augufl. zift, 12 o'cAock, qntil the Tuefday 
** evening following, of a bilious inflammatory fe- 
^ ver, during which time he had no fymptoms of 
•* malignant fever, or any dangerous fymptoms^ 
•* other than thofe commonly attendant on fuch a 
^* complaint. 

" Eajly on Wednefday morning, Dr. B. finding 
^* himfelf too unwell to vilit Mr. Fleetwood, fentto 
•^ a friend of his to acquaint^* him o£ \Vie cvco3l\xv- 



« 
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liancc. In the interim Df\ Church called^ and 
informed l>r. B* that, agnreable to the in ft ruc- 
tions of the Board of Heahh^ he had been to fee 
Mr. Fleetwood, and that he had no dlannmg ur 
dangcrnm Jymptmm : that, as far as^ regarded the 
prcvaihiig contagions fever, it coold only he re- 
" ported as a very JouhtfiJ mfe^ but that, at this 
** time of general fufpixion, it would be jiroper to 
*^ remove Mn F. to a more dill ant fituation, and 
** that he would forbt^ar reporting to the health- 
*^ otRejer, to give Mr. FJcet wood's friends an oppor- 
*« tunity of fo doing. Yet Mfter all this^ Dn Church 
*' immedktely went^ and ntporled Mr. Fleetwood's 
'" cale as a miUgmnt fever ; and fo far from giving 
his frienJs an offorlumfjf to remove hirn^ gave an 
order Ibr a cart to convey . hhn to the hqfpitaL 
*' The imraediate exccu Hon of this order, aUoge- 
ther prevent^ his friends from making any dif- 
** poliiions^ as intended 1, and though Mr- Fleets 
** wood him leh' offered _/;Vtf hundred dollars to be 
** fuiFered to remain w'iiere he was, and further, 
** though a Captam Rke ^ then upon the fpot, pro- 
** pofed taking him to Ins houte, till he could be 
** better provided — all ' ^as in vain, and to the hol- 
*^ pital he was dragged., j^A 

*^ On my rcprctentin g Dr. Church's conduct, ani^H 
'Mhe cruel manner i n which Mr. Fleetwood had 
*^ been treated, to the Board of Health, I was in- 
" formed by the Ch; iirman, that no order to treat 
** him in that manner had been given by the Boards 
** ^^no cnmpnijhrymeifmestvere ever contemplated by 
«* them\ but they c juld not be anfwerable for a^iy J 
•* ill conduct of the ife they employed." ^M 

Now, admitting Y h\ Blayoey's narrative tobecor*^* 
rect^j which we nuift . do, till it be fatisfadtorily proved 
to be other wife, the re remains but one fatht to be at- 
ccrtaiiied ; which i' i^ whctlierj in the forcible and in- 
human removal of this unfortunate gcntkman, the 

woman 
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woman of the hoiife had any hand or not : fucli peo- 
ple ought to be known and marked. As to Dr* 
Churches conduct J it needs no comment 

If the woman did threaten, as was fiatcd by the 
health people, tt^ ihroiv him oui into the Jiree^^ her 
name ought to be held up to execration • Her houle 
is Icfs faie than the den of a tigrefs. I dare fay 
fhe had very cheerfully and rcmorlelefsly pocketed 
the profits on his board and lodging ; and, though 
this might not be a fufficient reafon for her ventur- 
ing her life to fave his, it gave him a right, both in 
equity and in hnv^ to keep pojfeffion of Ms chamber. 
My God ! in what country in the world ; in what 
inhofpitable clime, and under what dcfpotic govern- 
ment, is a lodger forced from the ciiamber which he 
pays for, the moment he has the misfortune to be 
afflicted whh a dangerous dilcafe ? 

Mrs^ Baffeii can ealily do away this weighty charge 
again (I her humanity : my paper fhall be open to 
any thing flie, or any one for her, may think proper 
to publifh on the fubjetl ; but ftie ought to be re- 
minded at the fame time, ilmt Jjimce on her part will 
be conftrued into an acknowledgment of her cruelty* 

Admirahy Court of Tohngo. — A Decijion refpeBing 
AmBtican Properly captured from the Frtmch, — llie fol- 
lowing is the decree of Judge Balfour, of the Admi- 
ralty Court of the ifland of Tobago, in the cafe of 
the fchooner Commerte^ captured by the French, and 
afterwards retaken by the Englilh, 

Tolnigo, 1 5 th Jufy, 1797, 

*^ I eonfider the cafe that was ftatedby the counfcl 
for the claimant as very ftrong ; and it apjiears clear, 
from the dccifion againft the fhip St, Jago dc la 
Vega, that the a6l of Parliament relative to falvage 



rely relpefts Britifh fubjecSs and their property, 
but in no refpe<St neutrals or aliens. 

*^ The cafe Itated from Crotius occafiOB^A S^^^t 
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doubfs in ihy mind, whether the capture by tht 
French privateer did not make the velfel and cargd 
their property, and confequently legal prize to the 
captors, as I did not think the court could have any 
means of legally coming at the caufe of capture by 
the French, or the confequences, 

*' But it being notorious that war does not exift 
between the Republic of France and the United 
States of America, I am inclined toconfider the cap- 
ture by the French privateer as an a6t of piracy, or an 
illegal capture, and I feel much gratified by finding 
it in my power, under that idea, of giving a deciiion 
that appears to me more conformable to juftice and 
equity, % than I could otherwife have done. By 
fiy Edward 3. chap. 13. fc6l. 193. it is laid 
down, that if a pirate takes goods on the fca, and 
even fells them, the property is altered no more 
than if a thief on the land had liolen and fold them. 

" By the Lex Mercatoria, 184, when goods were 
taken by a pirate, and afterwards the pirate making 
an attack upon another fhip, is conquered and taken 
by the other, by the law 9f marine, the Admiral 
may make reftitution of the goods to the owners, if 
they are fcUow-fubjects of the captors, or belong to 
any ftate in amity with his fovereign, on paying the 
coft^ and charges, and making the captor an equi-^ 
(able conlideration for his fervice. 

** I conlider the capture of the Commerce, by the 
French privateers, as piratical and illegal, and I there- 
fore adjudge and determine, that there Ihall five per 
cent, of the value of the fchooner Commerceand her 
cargo, valuing the fame in gold and filver, be paid 
to the captors in lieu of all colts, charges, and re- 
wards whatever. I further order, that in cale the 
parties do not agree as to the value of the Ichooner 
and cargo, the fame be reterrcd to Melfrs. King 
and Mcilian, with libcny to call in an umpire. 

^Si£tncd) <^ JOHH BAI.FOU&, 

•• Jwvlgc of ViOMidmiralty Court.'* 
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Mr, P1GOT5 pro6tor for the captor, then moved 
his Honour for leave to appeal, which was granted, 
and the ulual lecurities to be given by both parties* 
Qertifi^d by Jno. Lewis, 

Deputy Regifter*, 

SpaniJIi Fop, — Bojlon^ 8eftemher i, Don Knight 
of the diflmguijhed order arrived here yefterday in the 
afternoon, His head looked as wild and frizzy as if 



* Perhaps a more nnjufl decree than this was never made, I 
am not fony that the American merchant recovered his property ; 
lam not forry to fee perfons in authority under the Britifli Go- 
vernment friendly towards the United States ; but I ^m forry, and 
very forry, to fee the obvious meaning of the law of nations dc- 
ftroyed by a pitiful quibble. The Judge fays that he looks upon 
ihe capture of the American lliip as " illegal and piratical^^ b©- 
caufe ^' it is notorious, that war does not exift between the Repub- 
^* lie of France and the United States." How if this notorious ? 
What is the fign of "j^ar ? A declaration ? If fo, all captures made 
by any nation, previous to the iffuing of a declaration of war, are 
'* illegal and piratical;" and how many "piratical*' captures hat 
Great Britain then made ? To determine whether the capture wa« 
^' piratical" or not fo, the queftion to be afked was not, whether 
the captor belonged to a nation which had, or had not, declared 
nvar againft the nation of the captured ; but, ift, whether the 
captor was an enemy of the recaptor, and 2d, whether the faid 
captor was duly commijfioned to make the capture which he had 
made. If he was duly commiffioned, he was no pirate^ and if he 
was not a pirate^ the capture was not ^^ piratical^^ though nqf 
declaration of war againft the United States had been ifTued by hit • 
nation. An aggre^^on authorized by a luhole nation^ or its Gofvern^ 
mtnt, cannot be called piracy ; it is w^r ; and though the weakncft 
or the cowardice of the nation attacked may prevent it from rcfent* 
ing, or confidering fuch aggreflion as war, that cir<:umftance cer- 
tainly can be no good plea againft the claims of the privateers oi* 
cruifers ©f the belligerent powers. 

The affair of the St. Jago was unfortunately introduced by the 
Judge ; for, if we compare the decree refpefting that recapture 
with the prefent decree, we ftiall find that ^^ favours of the Bri- 
tiili nation are refer ved, not for her allies^ not for thofe who are 
fighting by her fide, but for thofe who, under the cold relationfhip 
of amity^ are ftanding aloof from the conteft, and fubmitting to 
every fpecies of injury and infult, rather than take any ftep that^ 
^aj yield her the moft triflpg afiiftauce i 



decorated with Pormpine*s qmlh\ 



amiable fal 
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of New- England are not apt to be enchanted witfl^f 
•^ a fop/' as the traitor MTL^an calls hinij and, there-™ 
forcj *^ we fear the Knight will not be^o happy here 
as in Pcnnfylvania*/' 



4 



A FiSiire of the npjiart Tyranff of Frame. — The 
Dire6lory appear of late to have ronfed the juft in- 
dignation of the Council of Five Hundred, many of 
the Tnoft virinous members of which have openly 
charged it with the greatefl dilapidations of the pub- 
lic monies ; with conniving at the glaring injuftica^B 
and rapacity of four of the minifters appointed by^^ 
them, with a fhameful and criminal negle6l in not 
making pro vilion for the maintenance and fupport of^d 
the poor, th(S iickj and other objedls of charity in-^^ 
trufled to their care and fu peri n tendance^ who are 
, daily dying for want of means of fubfifience ; with 
iBifapplying the appropriations of public moneys 
made for then^oft neceitary^ juflj and ufeful ob}ccSs; 
to improper and ufelels purpofes. The Diredory 
like all othfer iifurpers in ancient times, and like al 
the fad^ions who have got uppermoft in France du- 
ring their revolution, know the neceflity of keeping^d 
the army on tbeir fide, which is ealily done while^^ 
Ihey hold the purfe \ but who will for Jake them as 
fqon as a ft ranger party rifes up and forcibly wrefls 
if from themt — which it invariably has done towards 
all the faflicms who have at different times got the 
purfe into their hands by the deftruOion of thofe whoM 
liad it in poffcflion. It is an eftabliihed faA, that" 
before any of the numerous fa 61 ions who have for 
eight years dominated in France^ ventured to de 



* What the Bofton editor means by the Knight's being "-^happ/^ 
in Pentiiylvania 1 know not. Thofe who have any knowledge ol 
his intended bride (Sal MyKean) and her family^ are apt to think 
^ that m[fttahk would be an cpithcl better adapted to ius adventurer 
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bounce the fadlion it wifhed to deftroy, they 
previoufly had the prudence and wifdom to fena 
agents to the armies, to fecurc by gifts and promiles 
their fupport, which when attained, they dared to 
come boldly forward, denounce and condemn to 
death thole whg were in power. 

Had the men in France who ufurped and fecured 
to themfelves by force and blood the exercife of the 
powers of government under the prefent conftitution, 
inftead of taking two thirds of the old butchering 
Convenfion to make the new reprefentation, left the 
citizens at large the freedom of an entire new elec- 
tion, Europe would two years ago have been at 
peace, France would have had lefs internal wounds 
to heal, and would not have been obhged to pay a 
forced loan of at leaft a third of what each man pof- 
fefled, forcibly demanded Avith the bayonet at his 
breail ; their young men torn from their friends to be 
butchered in extending a territory too large already ; 
nor would the United States have fufFered the incal- 
culable lofles which a fimplc unauthorized decree of 
the piratical lawlefs Directory has produced. 

By the amazing extenfion of the territories of 
France at the expenfe of internal happinefs and 
profperity, her diabolical ufurping rulers have fown 
the feeds of civil difcord, or arbitrary defpotic power, 
perhaps (which is not improbable) of a difmember- 
ment of the fouthern and northern parts of the 
empire into two diflincS: independent fovereigntics ; 
and as we know the ambition of the ^^five-headed 
monfiery^ it is very probable that each of them may 
have conceived the defign, in increafing the impoili- 
bility of governing France by a republican iyftcm, 
from an overgrown territoryjand population, of con-- 
folidating the other four heads into one— his 

OWN, 
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Friday, 8^^ September. 

Old French Murders.^ — In the beginning of the 
year 1690, a body of French and Indians, fenl out 
by the, Count de Frontenac, and led on by Monf. 
de Herville, furprifcd the village of Shenedlady, then 
on the frontiers of New- York, and maJJ'acred all the 
inhabitants^ unlefs a very few that efcaped naked to 
ihe woods. The ever faithful Mohawks, as foon 
88 they received the news of this barbarous enter- 
prife, fent out a hundred of their brifkeft young 
men, who purfued the French, fell upon their rear, 
killed a great many of them, and took feveral 
prifoners. In the mean time, the old men, or Sa- 
chems, haftened to Albany, to condole with the 
Englifh on this melancholy occafion. Part of their 
ipcech was as follows ; 
" Brethren, 

** We came from our wigwams with tears In our 
eyes, to bemoan the bloodlhed at SheneSady, The 
Jptenchy on this occafion, have not adled like brave 
men, but like thieves and robbers. What they have 
done cannot be called a viftory, but only a farther 
proof that perfidy is in their hearts. Be not therefore 
difcouragcd ; we give you this belt to wipe away 
your tears. 

*^ Brethrek, 

** While we bury your dead, bafely murdered in 
cold blood at Shene6tady^ we know not what may 
have befallen our own people, who aregotie inpur- 
Ibit of the enemy \ the fame thing that has happened 
to you, may perhaps have happened to us ; and, alas ! 
they may be dead alfo ! 

** Great and fudden is the mifchief that has fallen 
upon you, as if it had fallen from heaven upon our- 
felves. Our forefathers taught us to go with all fpeed, 
to lament with our brethren, when any difafter or 
misfortune happens to thofe who are leagued rn the 
iame chain with us, Take this bill of vigilance, 

brethren. 
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trethren^ from us^ that you may be more on your ' 
guard for the future* We alfo give you eye-waier, 
that you may be more fharp-fighted. 

*' We are now come to the hoiife where we were 
wont to renew the covenant chain; but, alas! we,j 
find it polluted — polluted with hlood. All the five ^ 
nations have heard of the horrid deed^ and wc come , 
to wipe away the blood arid make clean the houfe. 
So lon^ as a man of us remains, we will not dcfiflr* 
till we have drunk deep of revenge. We are of the 
race of the bearj and a bear, you know, never yields 
while one drop of blood is left* 

Take heart then, brethren ; this is an afHidion 
irhich has fallen from Heaven, and we muft bear it, 
[10 common. The fun has been cloudy, and with | 
malign afpedt has fhed this difafter upon our heads ; 
but he will again ftiine forth with pleafing beams* 
Courage, then> left we give heart to a daftardty ene- 
my : courage, brethren, courage ! courage ! '* 

Ee?mrh\ — When the hirelings are told, that the , 

French would now very willingly cut our throats r 

md when their anclcntcruelticsto the people of this' 

ountry arc cited as inftanccs of their hatred ; when , 

^his is done, thefe patriotic hirelings tell you that| 

"ley murdered Americans formerly, becaufe they 

^hated them as the delcendants of Britons, Well, 

are they not ftill fo f Shaking off the authority of 

'ling George has not changed their nature ; fo that 

"we are, in that rcfpcft, full as hatehil to them as our 

forefathers were, and, confequeuflyj as much ex- 

pofed to their couteaux. - I 

But it is faid again, that the French butchered us^ 

becaufe they did not then like the government we 

lived under. And do they like tliat which we now 

live under ? do they not execrate it, and every one 

that participates in its adminiihation ? Have they 

not put in motion all the powers of darkncfs, all, 

the demons of fedition, to deltroy this government ?j 

vol., VII, K Wlv| 
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Why then fhould we imagine that they like us better 
than formerly on that account ? 

As to religion, we are fiillmore likely to difpleafe 
them than even They were formerly Catholics and 
we Proteftants ; but the difference between thefe is 
not fo great as that between Atheifts and Chriftians. 

So then, on which ever fide we view the fubjeft, 
we Ihall find, that, ihould they get poflefl[ion of 
Louifiana, of which there is no doubt, we ihall be 
as much expofed to their bloody knives, as ever the 
old frontier inhabitants were^ before they were 
driven in difgrace from Canada. 

Saturday, 9*^ September. 

Flags of France and Turkey. — My readers, or at 
leaft the greater part of them, muft remember, 
what a folemn farce was exhibited in the hall of our 
Congrefs about two years ago, at the reception of 
that dear prefent from our deareft allies. 

The letter from Merlin & Co. that accompanied 
the flag, fet forth, that it was fent for the purpoife of 
being kept by us, as a teftimony of our attaaiment 
to republican princij)les \ and It was on that memo- 
rable occafion refolved by the Houfe of Reprefent- 
atives,^ upon motion of that true republican^ Mr. 
Giles, that " the Houfe had received the flag with 
** the mojlfinccre and Ihely fenfibiUt}\ and that they 
** deemed it amoft honourable proof of the j^;//^/^ 
** and affeaion of the i'tvo republics,*^ 

Adet, too, bore his part in this humbug. He ac- 
quitted himfclt\ he faid, of a duty dear to his hearty 
in prelcnting xKis Jymbcl of liberij; and told us that 
It was intended to tighten the bauds which united 
France to a free peof>/e. 

Now, reader, was it not natural for the people of 
America to undcrttand from all this, that Prance, 
ll^cir dear^^^r rtj^rlid received our flag with fuch 
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5t)y, and fent us hers in return, merely on account, 
^f our being a free. people ? Gould any one imagine 
at tha* time, at that enthlifiallici feafon, when the 
fun of liberty bore with fuch violence oil our Ikulls, 
ias malde us dance the whirligig, like ducks under 
the tropics; could any one at that time imagine 
that thofe mortal enemies to tyranny — the auguft, il- 
luminated, and illuminating rulers of republican 
France — would^ in lefs than two years, accept, ad- 
mit, receive, nay, Jllicit a flag^ as a token of the 
friend/hip of an Emperor ^ yea, and the Emperor ^ of 
Turkey too! the Sultan, whofe very title has for 
lages been Synonymous with de^ot and tyrant I 

Letter from the Captain Pacha to Citizen Verniac^ 
Envoy Extraordinary from the French Republic at 
the Ottoman Porte. 

*' To the diftinguillied chiefs among the great 
** who profefs the faith of Iffa, the defenders of the 
^^ religion of the Meffiah, the arbiters of the affairs 
" of the Nazarene republic^ invefted with marks of 
^* honour and efteera, loaded with glory and dignity ; 
*' to our magnificent and much honoured andfmcere 
^^ friend, the French republic^ whofe objects we pray 
" to terminate in real good ! After having paid to 
" you the homage of our vows the moftfincere, and 
** of our prayers the moft fervent for your profperity, 
** we notify to you in the fulnefs of fricndjhip^ that 
*' Verniac, your Envoy Extraordinary, the bearer 
*' of this letter, the token of kindnefs, having ob- 
** tained the Imperial permiflion to return to France, 
*' at the moment of his departure intimated to the 
*^ Sublime Porte the fatisfadtion he fhould feel on 
** prefenting to you an Ottoman flag, in order to be 
" placed with that honour and diilindlion which is 
" due to it, among the colours of other nations in 
*^ amity with the Republic in the hall of the Legifla- 
•^ tive Body ; that the propofitioa of your Envoy 

K 2 ^ *' h^sm^ 
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'* having been taken into confidcration^ a flandard 
'^ was made correfponding in figure and dimenfions 
*^ with that which is placed at the ftern of the Itnpe* 
'* rial barge; and that this pledge of ftkndjhtp was 
" depofited in the hands of your Envoy. 

*^ In tranfmitting the prefent difpatchj we have a 
** twofold object in view — firfl, to communicate the 
*^ refult of the embaifyj and next to make rcfpeft'* 
** ful inquiries ahQUi your healih. At the reception 
** of VerniaCj we hope that the amiable qualities 
** which he pofTcflbSj faithful interpreter of our fen- 
*^ timents, and his unwearied exertions to fulfil^ as 
" he has done, to the fatisfa^^ion of the two powers^ 
*^ the iiuhes offriemi/hip and his oflicc, will be con- 
*' fidercd by you, as they aic by us, the ground of a 
**^jufl claim to the firft honours in the flate. By 
** fending us good accounts of him, and coirefpond- 
" ing with US on all occafions in the fpirit of union 
^^ and friend (hip, wliich fhall be the tnexhaufiible 
'* fubjccEl, you will confer' upon us inexprcffible joy 
** and latisfatSiion. Such are the fentiments of yout 
'^ cordial friend^ Husseik Pacha» 

*^ Admiral of the Oltoman Empire,*^ 

Now, you American Jacobins, you Britifh rene* 
gadocs, yon pretended republicam oi c^tfY defcription ; 

! ^hat do you now fay again ft onr ^^ unnaturdl con- 
nexion" witli Britain ? — Your mock Repul^lJqHe Fnin- 
foi/e makes treaties oi friendjhip and alliance with the 
PrufHan, the Spaniard, and the Turk ! Is this con- 
nexion natural, and is our connexion with Britain 

^unnatural? — Prevaricating, baffled, and confounded 

' niifcreants, allow for once, that wc are the natural 
alliesof the Britifh, and I will allow you in return, 

rthat the regenerated tans- culottes are the natural allies 

y^f fltv Spaniards and the Turks. 

What pain, what (hame, mufl not a really free re-^ 
puhlkan American feel on raflc6ling that the flag of 

his 
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his country,. the fymbol of its independence, and 
the pledge of its honour, is at this moment, in the 
eyes of all Europe, blending its folds, fraternizing 
on the gibbet of liberty^ with the abhorred ftandard 
of defpotifm and infidelity ? 



American Forbearance towards France. — ^The fliip 
Pacific, Kennedy, from this port to London^ was de- 
tained fixteen hours by the French privateer (hip 
Hydra. Captain Kennedy was^rwri and ahufed hy 
the French officer^ and was plundered of his yawl and 
a bale of cotton. 

Remarks. — Struck by the French officer! — A 
blow ! — A republican Captain, an American, receive 
a blow ! — And from whom ? From a Frenchman ! 

• Oh, heavens ! What would the brave men 

who drove this treacherous race from the Continent 
have faid, had they been told,, that the time would 
come when their children would form an alliance 
with them ? And what would the people have faid 
when that alliance was formed, had they been told, 
that, before it fhould be diflblved, they would be 
plundered, beat, and tortured by thefe new allies, 
wittiout daring to take or talk of vengeance, and 
?ven without daring to endeavour to defend them- 
felves ? 

Such refledlions are abfolutely infupportable ; but 
they will prefs forward ; they will ftare us in the 
face. It is vain to endeavour to avoid them. It 
\% in vain that we fmooth things over ; that we pal- 
liate the infolence and injuftice we fuffer, in order 
to leflTen our diftionour in fuffering it. Mifrepre- 
fentation will avail us nothing'; for, though we fhould 
deceive ourfelves, we may be affured that we cannot 
deceive the world. 

' K 3 Thero, 
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There never was a nation an earth fo unjuflly at)4 
focontemptLioufly treated by another, as America has 
l>een by France- Nations have been invaded, laid 
uhdcr contribution, conquered, and euflaved; but 
this has been efFedted by force or by treachery : it 
has been the fortune of war, or ttic rcfuH of coufpi- 
racy. Never did we befure hear of a nation at peace 
with all the world, and pretending to be in the fuU 
enjoyment oi htdepemhnce^ fufR-ring a millionth part 
of what we fuffcrcd from the French (even before a 
whifpcr of complaint ctcaped from our lips) without 
declaring war or making reprifals. 

Thijs lamenefs following fo clofe upon the heels of 
that revolution, v\hich, in its origin, its progrets, 
and its conclalion, was fo flrongly marked with iraC? 
cibility and liubbornncfs, will naturally excite afto* 
nilhment in all tfiote who fliall read the American 
hillory. When they are told of the innumerable 
and inexprciliblc injuries and indignities we have re- 
ceived from the French; that this defpicable race of 
beings lorded it oylt our bays and our rivers ; and, not 
content with plundering and cbaiiifingourmarinerSj 
m:ide them put the feal to their degradation by ex- 
acfting from them payment for the Ihot fired at them : 
y hen they arc told this, and that we bore it all without 
even talking of revenge, will they not wonder what 
was become of the men of 1776^ who, with the fcroll 
of their imaginary rights in one hand, and the fword 
m the other, Iwore to prcferve the full enjoyment of 
the former, or to pefidi by the latter ? And what will 
be their aftonii'hinent when they are told that tlie 
greater part of thofe very men were ftill living, and 
were llill the rulers of the land ? 

Were the bold, the undaunted, the haughty lan- 
guage of the fir It Congrcfs, in their public remon- 
itra nrcs and addrelfes, compared with the tkltering, 
the timid, the tame, the humble^ the whining tone 

of 
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of the anfwer to the Prefident's firm and manly 
foeech, what a contrail, great God ! would it pre- 
fcnt ! 

Mr. Adams's fpeech fcems to be the laft gleam of 
(he fpirit of the old Whigs. It Was his proteft 
againfl: the degradation of his country-r-as if he had 
faid to the Houfe of Reprefentatives : *^ I fee thai 
" you are refolved to blaft your own reputation and 
^* that of America, but you Ihall not blaft mine." 

Cruelty the national CharaUer of the French. — At this 
time of public alarm and confternation the readers 01 
newfpapers are too apt to overlook any thing thai 
does not relate to the calamity which immediatel) 
afFedls them. They are fo engrofled with the feai 
of death from the fever, that an attention to everj 
thing but what feems to tend to the prefervation o 
life is entirely negle6)ed. In fuch a fituation of peo 
pie's minds, few effays of any length can have th 
chance of a perufal ; the following one, however 
will, I hope, not only be perufed, but be attende( 
to, and remembered ; be engrafted on the memor 
of every father and mother who reads it, and be re 
lated by them over and over, till their children lean 
it by heart. 

Mr. CoBBETT, Baltimore^ Se£f. yth^ 1797. 
To afcribe the fanguinary deeds committed of lat 
years by the French entirely to the favage principle 
naturally engendered by wild notions of democracj 
is an error into which almoft all the writers on th 
French revolution have fallen, and among the rel 
yourfelf. No^ Mr. Cobbett, they are not, nor Wer 
they ever, a mild and humane people. Thefe qualitic 
hang on their lips only ; they are foreign from thei 
heartSt They have always been a cruel race ; arae 
delighting m cool, ftudied barbarity. They are, i 
Qpce^ the mofl lively and moft ferocious nation o 
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earth ; or, to make ufe of the words of Voltaire 
(who certainly knew bis country men well), they 
have in their natures a " mixture of the ttmnhy and 
the iiger^' 

Not to leave thefe my aflertlons without proofs I 
enclofe you an cxtradt from the hiftory of the barba- 
rities excrciied oo the confcientious Hugenots, which, 
in my opiniouj equals any thing to be found in the 
annals of their infamous revolution, I am furc it 
furpaffes, by many degrees, the cruelties of the mofl: 
cruel of the cannibal nations, 

*^ They turned the dining rooms of the gentlemen 
into llablcs for their horfes, and treated the owners 
of ihe houfes where they quartered with the highcft 
indignity and cruel ty^ lafhing thcra about from one 
to another^ day and night, without intermiflion, not 
fuffcring the:ni to eat or drink ; and when they began 
to fink under the fatigue* and pains they had under- 
gone, they laid them on a bed, and when they 
thought them fomcvvhat recovered, made them rife, 
and repeated the fame tortures* When they faw the 
blood and fwcat run down their faces and other parts 
of their bodies, they fluiced them with water, and 
putting over their heads kettle-drums turned up-lide 
down^ they made a continual din upon them //// 
ihBf& unhappy creatures lofi their fen/is^ When one 
parly of theic tormentors were weary,, they were re- 
lieved by another^ who pradited the feme cruelties 
with frelh vigour- 

** At Negreplifre, a town near Montauban, they 
hungup Ifaac Favin, a citizen of that place, by his 
arm pits, and tormented him a whole night, by 
j)inching and tearing offhtsfte/h with pncers. They 
made a great tire round a boy of about twelve years 
old, who, with hands and eyes lifted up to Heaven, 
ciied out, * My God, help me!' and when they 
. Jtbvuid Ihe youth relolved to die rather than renounce 

ills 
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his religion, they fnatchcd Ixim from the lire juft bm 
\ he was on the point of brir ir burnt. 

*' In fe\Tral places the ibldiers applied red-hot 
irons to the hands and Icet of men, and hreajis of 
women. 

*^ At Nantes they hung up fevcral women and maids 
by their feet, and others by their arm-pits, and thus 
e^pojed iimn io pihUc wewjiark naked* 

** Some they bound befure a great fire, and being 
half roalled let them go* a punilhment worfe thaa 
death- 

*^ Amidft a thoufand hideous cries, and a thou-s 
iand blafphcmies, they hung up mm mtd womm kp 
the hair^ and fome by their feet, on hooks in vhimniesi 
arid fmoked them with wilps of wet hay till they 
were fuffocated. 

**They tied fome under the arms with ropes, ancl 
plunged them again and* again into wells j they 
bound others like criminals^ put them to the torture^ 
and With a funnel filled them ^uuith mine, till the furaei 
of it took away their reafon. They ftripped them 
naked; and, after a thoufand indignities,^w^ ihem 
with pins and iieedhsfrom head tofooL They cut and 
ilafhed them with knives, and fomctimcs with red* 
hot pincers took hold of them by the noie^ and 
other parts of the body, and dragged them about 
the rooms, 

^' In fome places they tied fathers and hufbands ia 
their bed-pofts, and before iheir eyes ravijhed iheit 
wives and daughters with i?npunity. They blew up 
men and women with bellows till they burfl them^ 
If any, to efcape thefc barbarities, endeavoured to^ 
fave themlelves by flight, they purfued them into 
the fields and woods, where they Ihot at tbem liko 
wild beafls, and prohibited them from deparHngthe 
kingdom (a cruelty never pradlifed by Nero or Dio^ 
clefian), upon the painofconfifcationof etTet^is, thq 




galleys, the lafh, and perpetual imprifcoment ; ia^ 
ibmurh that the prifuns uf the ft^a-port towns were 
crammed wjth men, wumen, and children, who en- 
deavoured to fave themfelves by flight from their 
dreadful perlecuhuns, 

'* A young woman, being brought before the 
Council, upon rcfuiing to abjure her religion, was 
ordered tu prifou- There they fhaved her head, 
iinged t»ff tlie hair from other parts of her body, and 
having ftripped tier fiark uakedj led her through the 
fireets of the ( ity, whgre many a blow was givea 
her, and ftones flung at her : then they iet her up to 
the neck in a tub full of water, where after fhe had 
been for a while, they took her out and put on a 
fhift dipped in wine, wliich, as it dried, and fluck 
to her fore and bruifed body, they fnatclied off agaiq, 
and then had another ready dipped in wine to clap 
to hen This they repeated tix times, hereby making 
her body exceeding raw and fore. When all thcfe 
cruelties could not Ihake her conflancy^ they faflened 
her by her feet in a kind of gibbet, and let her hang 
in that polture witii lier head downward till fhe es;^ 
pircd. 

** A man, in whofe houfe were quartered fomq of 
thefc miflionary dragoons, one day liaving drank 
plentifully of his wine, and broken their glafles at 
every health, they filled the floor with fragmcuESj and, 
by often walking over them, reduced them to very 
fmall pieces. This done, in the infolence of their 
niirth, they refolved on a dance, and told their Pro- 
teftant hoft that he muftbe one of their company ; 
but as he would nqt be of their religion he maft 
dance quite barefoot ; and thus, barefoot, they drov© 
him about the room, treading upon the fharp ppints 
of the broken glafles. When he was no longer able 
to fland, they laid him on a bed, and in a fhort 
time flrippc'd him flark fiaked, and rolled him from 
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one end of the room to the other, till every part of 
his body w^s full of the fragments of glafs. After 
this they dragged him to his bed, and, having fent 
for g, furgeon, obliged him to cut out the pieces 
of glafs with his inftruments, thereby putting him to 
the moft exquifite and horrible pains that can poffibly 
t>e conceived. 

" They bound mothers that gave fuck, to pofts, 
0rtd let their fucking infants lie hnguifhing in their fghi 
for fev^ral days and night Sy crying^ rmurnin^j and gaff ^ 
ing for life:" . 

Such, Mr. Cobbett, was the humanity of the gay^ 
(liry French in the reign of their grand monarque ; in 
what has been, and is yet called the Augt^fian age of 
France. I think you will find them juft the fame 
people in the Aumflan age as in the age of liberty and 
quality. Yes, Sir, whether royaUfls or republicans, 
whether Catholics or Proteftants, Chriftians or 
^tbcifts, flill thejr aref frenchmen, 

Crimes of the French Revolution. — ^The following 
Jiorrid pidlure is fet before the eyes of the French 
nation, by the elegant author of " The Crimes of 
the French Revolution,'* vol. i. page 72, a work 
juft publifhed at Paris, tranflated for this Gazette. 

^* Ah ! behold the horrid pidlure which difclofes 
itfelf to our view \ fee this land flrewed over with 
bloody carcafles — ^torn to pieces, mutilated, behead* 
ed ; thefe heaps of bones, of limbs, of head*— 
ghaftly barrier, which our crimes have raifed be- 
tween nature and us. Hear the doleful cries of the 
ghofts of our vidlims re-echo in the woods, in the 
fields, in the cities ; rife up fi*om the bottom of the 
feas, from the bofom of rivers, from the bowels of 
the earth, and with their mournful and revengeful 
accents implore the too dilatory thunder to fall on 
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our criminal heads. See the dead bodies of thofe 
children reanimated, rife on the breafls of their 
dmwned mothers, and flretching out their arms ta 
us, ftatniaering exclaim, * It is through you that we 
■ are orphans/ See them follow us, and in their 
broken fkulls prefent to our burning hps the inno- 
cent blood we have fhed. See thofe bodies deprived 
of headsj prefs towards us, cling round us with 
their arms, like fo many ferpents, pull us down, 
roll us in the bloody mire where our horrid impiety 
abandoned them without the rites of fepulture and 
decency- There, ahead, liripped from the reft of 
the body, rolls before us, bites at us, muttering 
thefc words : ' Butchering legiflators, what have 

* you done with my body and limbs ? \VTiy have you 
, * thus mangled and feparated us ? If you were dry, 

* could blood only quench your thirll ?' Farther, 
fome arms, fhot olt by our orders, cling round us, 
and by their menacing geflures excite the furies to 
torment us- Still farther, the Genius of Remorfe, 
with a torch in his hand, writes in leilers of blood 
on the fand : ' Frame, in naming ihe Convention^ has 

* produced a monger which makes NaiureJImdder.* Ah ! 
which of us will give a mortal flab to thote people 

. who continually hover about us, and are for ever be* 
fore our eyes? They make the earth appear barren 
^and comfortlefs to us, they rob us of the light of 
I heaven, they cover the high roads, they darken and 
render more gloomy even the forefts; they are round 
about us, they are near us, they are far from us. 
Let us appeal to fatSts, 

'* Will pofterity believe that France fhould have 
bbad a Senate, which, during three years, la n^tioncd 
«ll forts of crimes ? a Senate, %vhich, diuing eighteea 
mox\\[\% faw coldly cart*Toads of vidtims roll to- 
^wards the fcafFolds ? Will our detcendants believe 
that it was deaf to all the crioi of iuuocence, that 

fom& 
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fome of tbefe fenators went from choice to dine in 
view of the places of punifliment ? that the difguft- 
ing afped: of revolutionary murders was the prelude 
to the pleafures of the table ? that the fall of the at- 
faffin's cleaver was the fignal for beginning their or- 
gies ? that fome of thofe confcript fathers faw theit 
btothersin the hands of the executioners, and ncvd 
took a iingle ftep to fave them ? others who ligna* 
lized themfelves by denouncing them? others, in 
fine, who delivered them up to death with their own 
hands ? that gambling and plays finiftied the day i 
that their bofom companions were the judges and 
Jury of the tribunals of blood, robbers, fpies, and 
the fans-culotte Sultans of the revolutionary com^- 
mittees ? and to carry our national fhame to the 
higheft pitch, the members of the commune were 
vile enough to be the horrid engines of the moil 
horrid Senate that ever difgraced the annals of hu- 
manity ? 

** Will pofterity believe, that thefe ProcopfulSj 
thofe angels of death, whom fenatorial Tartarus vo- 
mited on France, were lent to rob, violate, guillo- 
tine, drown, egorge, fhoot, demolifti ? Yet thi^ 
was their miffion. The deftrudion of the human race 
did not even fatisfy their rage ; when naen were not 
to be found, they deftroyed works of art, thenoblefl 
monuments of human ingenuity. Towns difap< 
peared under the ftroke of the axe — ^flames effaced 
cities. O pofterity i you will withhold your belici 
of it ? liften then, and tremble ! 

** The names of fome of thofe Proconfuls you 
will find in the hiftory we ihall leave you : youi 
aftonifhed eyes will there fee pieces, the authentic 
witnefles of fa^fts which we Ihall only hint at here 
Some of thofe Proconfuls killed with their owr 
hands the prilbners who made any complaints ; fome 
covered with the drefs of Reprefentatives of tht 
People, mounted the fcafiblds to harangue the un 

foitMwaw\ 



fortunate viiStims about to die j fome cruelly dm^- 
ged out women to be fpe^Sators of the unjuft mafia- 
ere of their bufbands; fome threatened to punifti 
lieahh officers, for having afforded medical ailifl- 
ance to unhappy prifoners, 

*^ Others caufed citizens to be dragged before tri- 
bunals or popular comraiflioners, and fa id to the 
judges^ ^ Condemn them, or the fcaffuld awaits 

* you,' Three judges, and one j urate (or juryman) 
of the revolutionary tribunal of Paris, of the fir ft 
organization, were torn to pieces^ for wifhing to 
acquit tome accufed perfons* 

*^ Others flopped men and women in the flreets* 
whofe looks diiplcalcd them ; can fed them to be 
brought before the tribunals, where men hired by 
them tor the purpoie as witnelTeSi appeared againft 
them ; tlie judges were forced to pafs lenience* 

" Another wrote to the authority of the depart- 
ment of the SomrnCj where he was in miflion^ as 
well as to the Committee of General Safety of the 
ConvcoHon : * I have fprcad my large ket to take 

* all my Guif.LOTiNE game — I have finifbed loading 

* forty- four cdri-lmiis.^ 

** This Proconful iflued mandates of arreftation 
againft young women and girls, and kept them ia 
bis apartment. 
-•** Others placed themfclves at the windows iti 
'fight of the fcaftbldj demoliflied the buildings 
which might intercept the profpefl, and there 
calmly tafted the horrid pleafure of feeing rivers of 
innocent blood fpiltp 

*• A woman dared to a fk one of thofe monfters 
the liberation of herliufband — 'To-raorrowj' anfwer- 
ed hej ' you will fee !iis head on one tide of the guil- 

* lotine, and his body on the other/ He was as good 
as his word. 

'^ Another obliged a young and beautiful wo- 
man, who folicited the liberty of her huiband, to 

grant 
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grant him fome favours. The great affeftion Ihe 
had for her hulband, determined her to the facrificc 
of her honour ; fhe inftantly flew to the prifon to 
acquaint him that he was no more a prifoner, tell- 
ing him in confidence of the facrifice Ihe had made 
to obtain his liberty. Some days after, this Procon- 
ful guillotined the hufband, and even the wife. 

" Another faw a girl in tears, imploring at his 
feet the fufpenfion of the judgment of her father ; 
tears and prayers are of no avail ; the Proconful 
kicks her from him, and tears her petition. DiC» 
tradled by grief, fome exprelfions efcape her ; he 
had her arrefled, and dragged before the Revolution- 
ary Tribunal of Paris ; Ihe was feven months preg- 
nant, when guillotined. 

" Another, at the iflue of an orgie, wiflied to fee 
a fhow ; the judges were at the feafl:; four priefts 
and four nuns were drawn out of the dungeons ; 
they appeared, were condemned, and perifhed ; after 
which the guefts put themfelves at table again. 

*^ Another parodying the faying of Titus, faid, 
* Liberty ^as loft a day, no one has been guillo- 
« tined.' 

** Another arrefted, brought up, and guillotined 
.an old man of 80 years, father of twelve children, 
under a pretext of his having monopolized the offices 
of Mayor, and of Judge of the Peace :^the true mo- 
tive was an old perfonal refentment. 

*^ There is not wheat enough in France for all the 
population, faid another; it is neccffary to facrifice 
half to nouriifh the remainder. Above all, we ought 
to deflroy the women ; they breed too fa ft. 

" Another burnt whole comttiunes, and guillo- 
tined part of the inhabitants. 

" Thefe, efcorted by cannon, raifed contributions 
to pay the debauches they were guilty of with the 
Pretoria n guards, and grarited only two hours to fur- 
nifh the fum demandji^d. 
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** Tbde took to themfelves the moft beautiful 
pakccs in the cities where they ftaid, afFefting the 
p^mp and eafe of Kings ; and while the people 
overrun the court-yards of their palaces to wait their 
prefence and bread, they indolently reclined on fo- 
phas in the interior of their feraglios, flowly occupy- 
ing thexnlelves with the important bufinefs of getting 
their likcnelies taken : — the fa6l took place at Bour- 
deaux. 

•« Our colleagues Frcron, Barras, Sallicetti, Gaf- 
parin, Robcfpierre the younger, and General Mar- 
quis Delapeype, brother-in-law of Freron, have 
cnarged themfelves to attend to the Ihooting of 800 
inhabitants of Toulon, to guillotine all the Federa- 
lifts of Marieilles, as well as to demolifh the moft 
elegant monuments of art in this city, and to dduge 
with blood all the South of France." 



Monday, i i*^ September. 

lUpubllciin Magi/it'iites, — Several daring robberies, 
and a great number of trifling thefts, have been com- 
mitted within thefe few days paft. A fellow had the 
impudence, the day before yeflerday, to take a piece 
of check from a ftiop-door, in the middle of the day. 
He Wiis perceived by a man in the ftreet, and made 
to give up his prey ; but was fufFered to go aboiU his 
bufinefs ; that is» to go and rob fomebody elfe. 

Inlianccs of this fort will grow more and more 
frequent every day, unlefs fome meafures (effective 
meafures I mean) are taken to prevent them. But 
our magiflrates are gone — I do not believe there are 
a tenth part of the conftables left in town. 

No man whofe office it is to adminifter juftice, or 
watch over the peace and^ fafety of the city, fhould 
have delerted it in this time of .public calamity and 
danger. I believe the overfeers of the poor are gone, 
to a man ; and thus is the temptation to rob in- 

creafed. 
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cfeafed, by the difficulty of obtaining relief in a law- 
ful way, at the fame time that property is left un- 
protedted by its owners. 

It is faid, that magiftrates, and other public offi- 
cers, may lofe their lives by flaying to perform theic 
duty in guarding the city. Juft as well might a 
fentinel quit his poft, becaufeit is poffible the enemy 
may Ihoot him ! — They may die ! — very well : when 
they are dead, we will get others ; but while they are 
alive, and think their offices worth holdings to them 
we have a right to look for the performance of their 
duty. We have a right to quit our homes, and 
leave them under their guardianfliip. 

We are in the fituation defcribed by Dry den, whea 
he exclaims : .. 

" What fliould the people do when left alone ? 
** The Governor and Government are gone 1*' 

I ranember that Moncreef, the Governor of the 
ifland of St. John, fufFercd no one to crofs the ice 
at the fetting in of winter, till he himfelf had tried 
its ftrength, which he ufed to do in a day or two af- 
ter the river was frozen over, with a long pole in his 
hand, and with no other company than a New- 
foundland dog. How different this Governor's con- 
du6l from that of ours! but Moncreef never wore 41 
bloody liberty cap^ or fpent his time in booking with 
French Jans-cvlottes I 

Magiftrates ought, in times of public danger and 
calamity, to be an example to others in endeavour- 
ing to render the people tranquil, and to provide for 
the fecurity of their perfons and property. They 
ought to be the grenadiers of the community, the 
firft to advance, and the laft to retreat. But ours is, 
alas ! no grenadier, except it be a.t a Carmagnole 
sivicfete^ where the eneniy is attacked glafs in hand, 
and where vaunting toafts, belched from the black- 
Tomit lungs of drunkennefs, form the diftinguilhcd 
and heroic deeds of the day. 
' you VII. L TlVv^x 
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There he is, indeed, a hero* From fuch a comtat 
ae never flies, while there is a cork undrawn, or a 
bottle undrained, 

French BndaJiij,- — Friend Porcupine, As I have 

lot feen ihd enclofed Ibecimen of {ismocraiic- bruia^ 

liV)' publilhed in any of ourpapers^ I take the liberty 

icf fending it thee for that purpol'e, as in ray opi- 

isiion, if proof were yet wanting of the depravity of 

[jiianners introduced by the French revolution, this 

fingle inftance would be fufficient. 

Yours, 

A Friend. 

Penzance^ March 2S. — The following event has 
been the iubjedt of much converfation in this town 
and neighbourhood : 

One Mifs — ^, of the iflands of Scilly, being en- 
gaged to a young man now^ in London, he wrote to 
her about a fortnight ago, to requell that fhe would 
come to town, and that the marriage ceremony 
might take place there, as he could not poffibly 
come to her. He defired her to come by land ; but 
as there was a fraall veftel about to fail from Scilly 
for London, fhe and her mother> and a young wo« 
man of the fame iiland, went onboard, with a view 
of taving time and expcnfe ; but the very next day 
they were taken by a French privateen It is a pride 
to an Engl lib man to reflecl on the glorious condudl 
of his countrymen on fuch occafions as this, a thou- 
iand inllances of which might be adduced, though 
only one fhall now be mentioned, which ought to be 
freili in fhe memory of every Frenchman. When 
the captain of one of our frigates, who is highly 
efteemed both as an officer and a gentleman, lately 
took a large frigate on the coaft of France, which 
had many ladies on boards he immediately hafiened 
to quiet ttieir alarms, affured them of their perfeft 

fafety^ 



fafety, and after treating them with the utmoft at- 
tention and politenefs, fent them on fhore with all 
their property* Hear now the conduft of thefe pu* 
pils of the new pliilofophy ! They no fooner boarded 
the Scilly veffel, than, aduated by a motive which 
expofes the highcft intamy of human nature, they 
fent all the failors and the old lady on fhore, but re- 
fufed to part with the young ones* In vain did they 
fall on their knees, and with flreaming eyes and 
difhevelled hair pour out the mofl: fervent fupplica- 
tions to be fent back to their friends^ As foon might 
the cries of innocent lambs deliver them from the 
gripe of ferocious wolves as the prayers and tears of 
thefe unfortunate girls excite compaflion in theic 
adamantine hearts. The beautiful petitioners, for 
beautiful they were in the extreme, were rudely 
feized, and forcibly dragged on board the privateer, 
amidft fuch ftirieks of female and parental agony as 
no language can exprefs. Divine Providence did 
not fuffer thefe monflers to reach their own coafts, 
for they were taken by one of our frigates a few days 
after ; but Mifs - had been treated fo brutiflily^ 

that fhe died as foon as flic was brought on fliore, 
and her unhappy companion^ it is thought^ cannot 
long furvive. 



Tuesday^ 12^^ September. 

l^irginia Church Lafids* 
hiftruHwns given fy ^he Ckizens of thefirft BaHalion of 
Rucklmdge Comity ^ Augyfi^ 3, 1797, ^0 ihir De- 
legates in the enfuing Se0on of the Affembly. 
That the intlructions of the citizens of Rock* 
bridge to their Delegates in the enfuing feflion of the 
Aflcmbly might not be the feonments of a junto, 
but of the freemen generally, each company of mi- 
Jitia of the firft battalion chofe two men in their 

I, 2 bounds, 
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bounds, and fcnt them to meet at Lexington on the 
third day of Auguft, for thatexprefs purpofe; when^ 
and where the Commiflion^, upon deliberation, 
gave the following : 
Gentlemen, 
Whereas wc reckon it unjuft and diflbnant to repub- 
lican government, that any ttumber of citizens fhould 
be obliged to fpend their time, and rilk their lives, 
and pay their money, and yet be deprived of a voice 
in the hgiflature; w^e, in the moft unequivocal 
terms, inflrudl you to infift that the members of 
the Convention fhall be chofen by all the freemen 
who have a vifible attachment to the Commoa- 
weahh, and are by law obliged to fupport it. 

With refpect to the other obje(5ls referred to our 
confidcration, viz. the manfes, churches, and glebes; 
as we fee no reafon why any defcription of men 
fhoiijci hold fo much property of the people at large, 
and as little reafon to take that property from one 
defcription and give it to another, our fentiment is, 
t|iat tlie manfes, churches, glebes, and other pro- 
perty beflowed on the church, of England, once in 
this State eflabliflied by law, fliould be fold for as 
much money as they can bring, and the money put 
into the State Treafury, and applied as other public 
money, to the fupport of the Commonwealth, except- 
ing fuch propcrt} as it Ihall be made clearly to appear, 
were donations of private individuals; in which 
cafe we are of opinion, that it fhould continue to the 
ufe and benefit of the epifcopalian denommation, 
where they have churches occupied ; but where they 
are not, or there is no ftrong evidence they will be 
occui'ied, that it fhould revert to the original donors 
or their heirs ; or, in the event of their not being 
found, that it fhould be aflumed by the State as cf- 
cheatt'd. 

Refolved, that whereas the other battalion in this 
cpunty by fome means or other have not met with 

us 
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us as we hoped, we are ready, upon notice being 
given to us, to meet with them, and to fubmit thele* 
indrudhons to the confideration of the \thoIe county 
Coramiirioners, when met; but that thele inflruc- 
tions ihall, in the mean time, be publilhed in the 
Winchefter and Richmond newfpapers, 

(Signed) Joseph Rodger, 

Chairman*. 

Priejileys Letter to Gough, of Savannah. — Clapton^ 
Aug. ^\Ji^ 1793* " Sir, I was highly gratified by 
the account you were lb good as to tranfmit to me of 
the favourable manner in which the news of the re- 
volution in France was received in America, efpc- 
cially as at that time there were doubts entertained oh 
the fubjedt. That many viewed it in an unfavourable 
light with you, I have no doubt, but that a revolu- 
tion, in all the eflentials fo nearly refcmbling your 
own, Ihould not be thought a joyful event by the 
Americans in general, I could not believe. Your 

* There was, I thought, reafon to hope, that the people of 
Virginia were nearly cured of thatmoft malignant ma'ady, the fe- 
ver of liberty and equality; but, if 1 am to judge from the 
above inllrudlions, the difeafe rages with more violence thaa 
«ver. 

How long, in the devil's name, has it been the fafhion for the 
CITIZENS to give their inftru6tions by battalions ?r--I fup- 
pofc it was done with fixed bayonets too ! 

That a fet of armed ruffians impregnated with the poifon of 
French principles, fhould propofe to lay their fraternal lingers on ^ 
the property of the church of England, or of any other church, 
does not at all furprife me; butl am aftoniOied that Mr. Ell ice 
Price fliould have fo little regard for the. honour of his State as to 
give publicity to the vile and impious propofition. 

I look upon theie instructions, as they are called, to be ^ 
fort of tampering with the people of Virginia ; a feeling of rhei: 
pulfe to fee how they will bear an invasion of proper 1 y. Let 
thefe embodied ranic-and-fiJe fans-culottes fix their vile talons on 
the property of the church, and you will foon fee rhcm find out 
pther property ?' belonging to the people at laige." Tiitii brc- 
thren of France have fliown them a luccefsfiil example, anJ ihey 
will not fail to profit from it if .they arc once fufiferedio co^\xvttvc^ 
^heir agrarian career, 

L 3 V^^^ 
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letter made me quite cafy on Ihc fnbiedt, and enabled 
^xnc to latlsfy my friends. Since that time there have 
^een more revolutions, as tliey may be called^ i 

Vance; al!, Iiowever, I am willing to think , fa- 
.Toiirablc to liberty and liappmel!^. though at the 
ime I and ail my friends were dilpofed to forebode 
ill^ as our particular friends wer^* the fuiTcrera* The 
laft cont^itution feems now to give almoft univerfal 
fatisfailion ; the infurreftion fcems to be nearly fup- 
prefled ; and as to their foreign eoemiesj they make 
light of them- Indeed they have only ferved to roufe 
and unite them. 

** We have been alarmed with the apprchenfion of 
a war with America ; but I hope there will be wif- 
dom on your fide of the watcr^ though little^ I fear, 
on oursj to prevent it. Both countries mutt be ma- 
terially injured by fuch an event, and neither of 
them could be a gainer. This, indeed, is the cafe 

PiWith rcfpedl to all wars, but more obviouily fo iq 
^his than in moft others. 
" I fend this by my fons, who are going fo find a 
ilettlement in your country. All I have (three) will 
tc thercj and then I fliall expeft to follow Ibon, I 
cannot give you an idea of the violence with which 
every friend of liberty is profccuted in this country, 
Little of the liberty of the prefs on political fubjedls 
is now left, and the country in general goes heartily 
with the court into all their meafures ; fo that nothing 
but general calamity, which 1 fear is approaching, 
will open their eyes. The fourcc of all this evil is want 
of knowledge In the lowcr^ and fome not of the lower 
orders of the people. The French are wifely pro- 
viding againft this evil by a fyfiem qf public inftruc- 
tion. Here even Sunday fchools begin to be re- 
probated, as making the common people too knowing. 
• f^ With much gratitude for yo'.ir communications, ' 
" I am^ Sir, yours finccrely, 

J. Priestley.'' 
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American Flag prefenied to the French Conventions^ 
^ National Convention^ Sept. nth, 1794. Bernard of 
Saintes Prejident. The Prefident.— A letter in 
Englifli has juft now been delivered to me ; the 
tranflation which was fubjoined, announces, that the 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America fends a Hand of colours, in order to be 
placed in the hall of the National Convention, on 
the lide of the French colours. It is brought by an 
officer of the United States. 

" The Convention orders him to be admitted. 
The American officer enters the bar amidft univerfal 
lliouts of applaufe : he carries a ftandard, the colours 
of which arc the iame as thofe of our ftandard of li- 
berty, with the only difference that a blue field is 
interfperfed with stars. 

" He prefwited the two following pieces, which 
were read by a Secretary. 

" The Minijier of the United States of America to the 
Prefident of the National Convention. 

^^ Paris, 23d Fruftidor (Sept. nth), the ad year . 
of the French Republic, one and indivifiblc. 

^^ Citizen Prefident, the Convention having de* 
creed, that the colours of the American and French 
republics fhould be united, and flream together in 
the place of its fittings, as a teftimony of the union 
and friendfhip which ought tofubfift for ever among 
the two nations, I thpught that I could not better 
manifeft the deep impreffion which this decree has 
made on me, and exprefs the thankful feniations of 
my conflituents, than by procuring their colours to 
be carefully executed, and in offering them in the 
name of the American people to the Reprefentatives 
of the French nation. 

^* I have bad them made in the form lately decreed 
by Congrefs, and have trufled them to Captain 
JJarney, an officer of diftinguifhed rnerit, who has 
y^lidi^red us grcat;,fervices by fea in the coarfe of omx 
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revolution. He is charged to prefent and depoiit 
them on the fpot which you ftiall judge proper iot 
appoint for them. Accept, Citizen Prefident, this 
llandard as a new pledge of the fenfibility with 
which the American people always receive the inte- 
reft and friendfhip which their good and brave allies 
give them; as alfo of the pleafure and ardour with 
which they feize every opportunity of cementing and 
confolidating the union and good underftanding 
betweenlthctwo nations." (Applauded.) 

Speech of Caphiin Barney, Bearer of the Colours. 
" Citizens Directors, 

** Having been direfled by the Minifter Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of Aitierica, to carry to 
the National Convention the flag demanded of him, 
the flag under the aufpices of which I had the ho- 
nour to fight againfl: our common enemy during the 
war which has alFuredour liberty and independence ; 
I difcharge this honourable duty with the moft lively 
latisfadSlibn, and deliver it to you. Henceforth fuf- 
pcnded on the fide of that of the French Republic, it 
will become the fymbol of the union which fubfifts be* 
tween the two nations, and laft, I hope, as long as 
the freedom which they have fo bravely conqueredj^ 
and fo wifely confolidated/' 

** N^ . The Citizen who has jufl: fpoke at the 

bar, is one of the mofl: diftinguilhed fea officers of 
America. He has rendered great fervices to the li- 
berty of his country, and he could render the fame 
to the liberty of France. I demand that this obfer* 
yation he referred to the examination of the Commit- 
tee of Public Safety, and that the fraternal em- 
f^race be given to this brave officer." (Applauded.) 
•* Several voices. 'The fraternal embrace!'—: 
(Decreed.) 

" The officer went up with the flag to the chair 
of the Prefidcntj and received the fraternal embrace 
amidlt unanimous acclamations and applaufes. 

q • «• Mathicq. 



SEPTEMBER, 1797* 153 

^' Mathieu. — One of our colleagues, in rendering 
homage to the talents and fervices of that officer, told 
you that he could be ufefully employed by our Re- 
public. I fecond the reference of his obfervatioa to 
the Committee of Public Safety." (Decreed.) 

Monroes firfi Speech to the Natiotml Convention^ 

The following fpeech ought to be prefcrved as a 
ipecimen of republican bafenefs and infolence. 

*^ Citizen Prefident, and Reprefentatives of 
the French People, 

^^ My admiffion into this Aflcmbly, and into the 
prefence of the French nation (for all citizens of 
France are here reprefcnted), in order to be received 
as the Reprefentative of the American Republic, af- 
fe61s my fenfibility in a manner that I cannot ex- 
plain. I confider it as a new proof of the friendfliip 
and efteem which the French nation has always tel- 
tified towards its allies the United States of America. 

" Republics ought to draw nearer towards each 
other. In many points of view, they have the fame 
interefls ; but a maxim lb generally true, is particu- 
larly fo with refpcct to the French and Americaii 
Commonwealth. Their Governments have much 
analogy to each other. Tiicy both chcrifh like prin- 
ciples, and repofe on a fimilar balls, to wit, the un- 
alienable and equal rights of man. The remem- 
brance even of common dangers can but augment 
their harmony, and be the cement of this union, 
America has had her days of opprellion, of difficulty, 
and war ; but her fons were brave and virtuous, 
.and the ftorm vvhich fo long obfcured her political 
horizon, is difperfed, and hath left her in full cHt 
joyment of peace, of liberty, and of independence. 

^' France, our ally and our friend, who affifted 
us in our flruggle, is now launched into the fame 
honoural)le career ; and I am happy to be able tq 
|dd, that whilft the perfeverance, tlic magnanimity. 
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ai)d heroic valour of her troops command the admi- 
ration and applaufes of an aftonifhed world, tho 
wiiclom and the iirmncfs of her councils equally pro- 
mi fe the raoft fortunate fuccefs, America is not an 
infeniiblc fpedtatrix of your efforts in the prefent cri- 
fis. I lay before you^ in the declarations of each 
branch of our Government, declarations founded on 
the afie£tions of our citizens, the m )ft convincing 
proof of their fincere attachment for the liberty, 
profperity, and happinefs of the French Republic. 
Every member ofCougrcfs, according to the mode 
of deliberation eflabliflied in that body^ hatli delired 
the Prefident to inform you of thefe fentiments ; and 
in fulfilling the defire of the two Houlcs, [ am 
inflruflcd by the Prefident to add, that they alfo 
exprcfs his own feelings. 

** The powers confided to me being recognifed by 
you, I promife rayfelf the greateft latisfaition in the 
exercife of my funftionSj as I am ultimately per^ 
fuadcd, that, in obeying the impulfes of ray own 
hearty and in forming the warmcft withes for the 
liberty and happinefs of the French nation, I ftiall 
beft explain the wifhes and fentiments of my own 
country ; and in doing every thing in my power to 
preferve and perpetuate the good harmony fo happily 
exilling between the two Republics, I Ihall render 
the bcft fervice to them both. 

' ** Towards this objeft all my efforts fhal! be dU 
re<5led. If I am fortunate enough to merit the ap- 
probation of the two Republics, I fhall regard it 
as the happicft event of my lifcj and I fhall then 
retire with the confcious pleafure of having fhared 
feelings with thofe whofc intentions are upright^ 
"^nd who ferve the caufc of hberty. 

The loud and univerfal applaufes which had ac- 
companied the Minifier at his entrance, frequently 
interrupted hh difcourte. 

Thf 



SEPTEMBER, i797.( 151 

The Secretary then read his letter of credence ; 
whereupon the Prelident of the National Conven- 
tion made the following anfwer : 

** The French people have not forgotten that it 
is to the American people they owe their initiatior 
into the can fe of liberty; it was in admiring 'the 
fublime infurreflion of the American people againfl 
that Albion, once fo haughty, but now fo bumbled 1 
it was in taking themfelves arms to fecond your cou- 
rageous efforts^ and in cementing your independence 
by the blood of our brave warriors, that the French 
people learned in their turn to break the fceptre ol 
tyranny, and to elevate the ftatue of Liberty on the 
wreck of a throne fupported during fourteen centu- 
ries only by crimes and by corruption, 

^* Hovv then Ihould it happen that we fhould not 
be friends ? Why Ihould we not affociate the mutual 
ineans of profperity that our commerce and navi- 
gation offer to two people freed by each other J 
But it is not merely a diplomatic alliance ; it is the 
fweeteft fraternity, and the moft frank at the famd 
time, that muft unite us; this it is that, indeed, 
unites us; and this union ihall be for everindiflblu- 
ble, as it will be for ever the dread of tyrants, the 
fafeguard of the liberty of the world, and the pre- 
ferver of all the focial and philanthropic virtues. 

^^ In bringing to us, citizens, the pledge of this 
union fo dear to us, then could it not fail to be 
received with the liveliefl. emotions. It is now five 
years lince an ufurper of the fovereignty of the peo- 
ple would have received thee with the pride which 
belongs alone to vice ; and he had thought it much 
to have given to the Minifter of a free people fome 
tokens of an infoleiit })rotection. But to-day the fo- 
yereign people themfelves, by the organ of their 
faithful Reprefentatives, receive tliee ; and thou 
jfeefl the tenderneff, the effufion of foul that accora* 

p^nif? 
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panies this iimple and touching ceremony. I am 
impatient to crown thee with the fraternal embrace, 
which I am ordered to give tliee in the name of the 
French people. Come and receive it in the name of 
the American people ; and let this fpedlacle complete 
the^annihilation of an impious coalition of tyrants." 

Wednesday, 13*^ September. 

Democratic Patriotifnt. — An aflaffination took place 
yefterday in the interior of the Louvre. Madam 
Beruer, the widow of the fculptor of that name, was 
gone on that day to Verfailles. She had left in her 
houfe alone, her cook, a young woman of between ' 
20 and 22 years of age. On her return about ten 
in. the evening, flie found that Ihe had been robbed. 
Her cook was in her fhift, flretched on the kitchen 
pavement, with her throat cut, and feveral ftabs of 
a knife in her body. The public officer was imme- 
diately applied to ; he found in the houfe a jacket, in 
the pocket of which was a certificate of patriotifin. 
He went to the place pointed out in the card, and 
found that the perfon was a journeyman tailor, who 
had difappeared, but in whofe trunk the plate and 
clothes of Madam Berucr were found. From the 
circu'mftance of the jacket , and of the carcafs being 
flripped to the fhift, it is fuppofed that fome con- 
nexion exifted between the deceafed and her mur^^ 
derer. 

Democratic Economy. — ^To thofe who, for tha 
purpofe of exciting difcontent, have been in the 
habit of reprefenting a republic as the cheapeji 
form of government, the late reports of the com- 
mittees of the French Councils will convey much 
iifeful information. It is now proved by their own 
confeffions, that the abufps which fortnerly fubfifted 

hav« 
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have been increafed in an infinite degree ; that the 
moft fcandalous fraud and profufi^on have pntfvailed 
in every branch of the government ; that offices of 
all kinds have been exceffively multiplied, and that 
9ne hundred and feventeen perfons are now employed 
to tranladt bufinefs which was formerly managed by 
/even! 

Democratic Temperance. — General Orders. Head* 
quarters at Friedberg^ Feb. 9. "A Commander o( 
Brigade (whofe name we are dejirous of concealing)\\2L% 
been put under an arreft, for having exaded from 
his hoft the following articles, daily ^ viz. eight pounds 
of beef, a fheep, a calf, a fowl, a goofe, 24 eggs, 
24 loaves of white bread, 3 loaves of brown bread, 
3 pounds of fugar, 3 pounds of butter, i pound o( 
coffee, 26 bottles of wine, i pound of fealing-waXj 
I bundle of pens, i pound of tobacco, a ream ol 
paper, 12 pipes, and a whiftle for quails, 
' (A true copy) 
" Commander ia Chief of the General Stafi^ 
(Signed) " Cherin;* 

This affair will, no doubt, engage the attention 
of the Diredlory, who will take pieafures to prevent 
the other Commanders of brigades from fettling them- 
felves at fimilar allowances. It will be fenfible oi 
the danger of fufFering this fort of gluttons to mul- 
tiply, who, like fo many Garaganticas, will fwallovi 
up the new republics as faft as they are made. 

Democratic ModeJiy.^'^The accouchement (lying-in] 
of one of the wives of a French Diredlor was ari* 
nounced at Paris by a royal falute! 

Democratic Confidence. — ^Bonaparte is generaly at 
tended by a troop o( guid^f'^thcy arc, in fadt, guard, 
agaUift aJfaJfimhQn. 

Frenci 
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Frmch Alenmrldl to the Prhice of Peace, 
Copy 4f a Memorml prefenied by fhe French Ambajfador 
at Miuind^ Catzen PcrlgnQni to his Excellency the 
Prince of Peace, 

My Lord, 
The Executive Direflory has heard with aflonifh- 
inent the iinexpe<ited rcfultof the naval engagement 
between the fleet of his Catholic Majcft); and the 
Britilh. I Ijave received an extraordinary packet, 
which has jnfi come to my hands, ordering that I do 
at this moment make known to \m Majefly the true 
caufes that contributed to the malicious loftj which 
has cvidenlly foiled the honour of the Spanifh flag, 
I am wc!I perfuadedj my Lord, that a deteflable po- 
licy will lirive to cover fo fhameful an action with 
darknefs ; and, in order to obtain its ends with im- 
puiiily, will hide the truth. But fhould his Majcfty 
litko to the falfe exculcs which in luch cafes the 
, guilty will value themfelves upon, I will comply 
with the confidence which my nation has placed in 
me, and will make liars, in prcience of his Majefly, 
of all who pretend to contradifl the veracity of what 
I advance. The Dircdlory has ordered mc to give 
you this in format ion^ that you may lay it before his 
Majefly. 

The Spaniards have formerly given proofs of 
fupcrior valour, lalcntSj and military Ikill : but in 
]ate inflances fume have degenerated^ and by realbn 
of a different fyftem in the order of things in all 
Europt% have lolt that which they had in pofleflion 
for fo many ages. It is indilpenfable, in order to 
prefervc the body politic, to deflroy and cut off by 
the root this pernicious evil. 

The navy» my Lord, has jnfl given us a full proof 
of this indubitable truth, being in tbrce iufficient to 
bringdown the haughtinefs of the Britifli, which 
was juft beginning to diniinifli and fall thort of the 
high opinion cQOceived of their navy. But the event 

has 
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has lb elevated their arrogance, that there is no ex- ; 
ample to equal it* 

For this powerfal reafoo, the commercej which | 
fupports the Spanifh monarchy^ is about to be rained j 
by irreparable lolies. The whole nation detefts the 
tardy operations of the navy^ and laments with fear 
the misfortune which is about to befall them. The fack 
is, the fleet would not, or did not go into aflioii 
(let us cover this treafon); the fleet has fold the ho- 
nour of the nation. I 

It has been fo repreicnted to the Direflory by do« . 
cumcnts wliich cannot be dilputed : and as they al- ] 
ways are led by fentiments which promote the ho- 
nour of their allies^ they ca»not look with indif* 
ference at fo vile an ailion, which will produce per- I 
Biclous and terrible cojifequences* 

I therefore requeft, in their name, that you will ! 
prevail on his Majefty to be inflexible in punifliing I 
with rigour thofe who have been guilty of crime. 
I wait your Lordfhip's anfvver for the information of 
the Diredlory* 

Perignok. 



Chic Feaft. — Boftons gfk Jpril^ ^19$- ^^i Tucfr- 
day laftwere celebrated in this town, the late glo- 
rious fucceffes of France, and the reftoration of the 
liberties of our allies the citizens of Holland. The, 
day was ufhered in with the ringing of bells^ aqdl 
the joy of the citizens was fully evidenced through 
the dayj by the difcharge of cannon, the difplay of ^ 
the French and American flags in the Union, and 
the found of martial mulic through the town. 

At two o'clock a refpe£lable company of French, * 
American, and Dutch citizens^ repaired to Fa-^ 
Beuil Hallj where was provided by Citizen Julien, 
an elegant and truly republican entertainment ; the 
hall and tables were beautifully decorated on the oc-^ 
caiiou I the repaft Vi^as higliJy gratifying to all prcfent, 
2 ^ 
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as the fraternity which enlivened every countenance 
reciprocated the moft pleafing fenfations. 

The Governor, accompanied by the French Con- 
fiil, entered the Hall about half paft two, amidft 
the loudeft applaufcs of his fellow-citizens. The 
gentlemen feledtmen, a number of civil and mili- 
tary officers of the State, and a truly fraternal band 
of merchants, mechanics, and French and Dutch 
citizens were prefcnt on this joyful occafion ; and 
the whole proceedings of the day were condu6ted 
with that order, decency, and fobriety, which ever 
chara6tcrize democratic republicans. 

Ill the evening the fleeple of the north church 
was illuminated. 

Civic Feqft — Reading (Majf.), lo ih April y 1795. 
Yefterday a civic feaft was obferved in this place, 
to celebrate the glorious fuccefs of the French arms 
in the caufe of freedom, in the following manner : 

The day was ufhered in by the ringing of the 
bells, and a falute of fifteen difcharges from a field- 
pieoc. The American flag waved in the wind, and 
the flag of France over the Britilh in an inverted 
order. At noon, a large number of refpedable 
citizens aflTembled at Citizen Rayner's, and partook 
of an elegant entertainment. After dinner, Captaia 
Emeribn's military company, in uniform, aflembled, 
and efcorted the citizens to the Meeting houfe, 
where an addrels, pertinent to the occafion, wa» 
delivered by the Rev. Mr. Prentifs, and united pray- 
ers and praifes were offered up to God, and feveral 
hymns and arithems were well fung ; after which 
they returned in proceffion to Citizen Rayner's, 
when three farmers, with their frocks and utenfils, 
and with a tree on their fhoulders, were efcorted by 
the military company, formed into a hoi lowfquare, to 
the common, where the tree was planted in form as 
an embleajL of freedom, and the MarfeiUois Hymn 

was 



SEPTEMBER, 1797^ 1 

was fung by a choir within a circle found the trc 
The whole body of citizens then returned to Citize 
Rayner's in proceffion, vyhere the follo^Xring toafi 
were drank, with the dilcharge of cannon and pla 
toons, and loud huzzas. Hilarity, joy, and order, 
were confpicuous through the whole. 

Major Bordman, by requeft, fuperintended the bu- 
finefsof the day, and diredled the manoeuvres. 

Toqfts. — I. The great family of mankind — may 
they be all united, and their united exertions pro- 
duce univerfal benevolence. 

2. America — may her falubrious air never b6 
contaminated with the infe6tious breath of nobility. 

3. The Government of France — may wifdom and 
patriotifm diredl its councils, and peace and order 
be confpicuous in all its proceedings. 

4. May the kings and nobility of the earth be 
brought peaceably to relign their titles and honours 
to the equal rights of man. 

5. May the patriots of Holland unite their forcefi 
with the enlightened Republic of France for the abo- 
lition of kings and tyrants from the earth. 

6. May the fword of the French not return to its 
fcabbard until the objedt is obtained for which it was 
drawn. 

7. May crowns become footftools, and kingdom$ 
republics, and all nations rejoin in liberty and peace. 

8. May the tyrants of Britain be equally con- 
founded with thofe of Holland, and equal rights be 
rcftored to its virtuous fons. 



Thursday, 14^^ September. 

«' Muir has lately written a letter to the French 
Dire6lory from Cadiz, wTiere he is ftill detained by 
the wounds he received in the engagement that 
took place between the Spanilh frigate, on board 
of which he was, and an Englilh Ihip. He hds 
VOL. vir. M " l^jl 
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^* loft an eyej and one fide of his face is totally dif^ 
** figured* In other refpcfts he is out of danger, 
" and will foon fet out for Paris/* 

Soon fet out for Paris 1 Yes, that is the traitor's 
rendezvous ; the aflaffin^s general home. If I re- 
member well, this mifcreant Muir, on his trial, pre- 
tended that he difapproved of the French principles, 
and that he was even perfecuted at Paris. How 
comes the villain now to write to the Diredlory ? 
Would he write to perfons by whom he was difliked, 
and amongft whom he met with perfecution, to in- 
form them that he was about to take refuge under 
their wings ? 

The rafcal has loft one eye. So far fo good ; but 
he Ihould have loft two. However, to be continu- 
ally tormented with the fight of his ^^ totally dhfigureS^ 
vifage may, for aught I know, be a greater punifh- 
ment than blindnefs itfelf ; and if fo, I am glad he 
has got one eye left. 

He was a fine rofy-gilled fellow, when he flood, 
like an impudent villain as he was, and dared the 
Court of Sefllon in Scotland. He has now got the 
marksof liberty and equality : an empty purfe, lank 
fides, and a mutilated face. A thoufand blefllngs 
on the ball that caufed his wounds ! May fuch never 
J)e wanting while there is a Jacobin traitor on earth ! 

Friday, 15^^ September. 

French Barbarity. — A peafant at Achicourt, a 
village near Arras, came to fell butter in the town. 
As (he walked along the ftreets, fhe met a cart filled 
with vidlims who were going io execution. " Thofe 
people,'' faid the poor creature, " are put to death 
tor a very trifle.** She was inftantly feized, and led 
to the tribunal of Lebon. During her trial flie held 
in her arms her infant ofthre^ months oldj whom flie 
{added. When flie heard her fentence of death, 

^^Whatr 
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^^ What!" faid flie, *^ am I, for having faid one 
** fingle word, to be cut off from my poor little dear . 
" for ever ?" When fhe received the fatal ftroke, 
the milk iffued rapidly froqi her bofom, and mio- 
glirig with her blood, bathed her executioner. 

Saturday, 16'*^ September. 

French Piracy. — ^* It is reported that the French pti- 
vateer which was laltely at Newcaftle, is now lying 
eleven miles hlow Reedy IJland^ waiting for outward^ 
hotmd vejfels — that the Captain had been up to the 
city, and obtained an account of the number of vef- 
fels about failing from this port, and in particulit 
that he had mentioned the names of the fchoon^r^ 
Hermione, King, and Minerva, Captain Andaulle, 
and feveral other veffels." 

ril lay any one a hundred dollars, that the French 
will come and take the veflels from our wharfs be- 
fore this day three months. This is no joke. I am 
fully perfuaded they will do it, and am ready to back 
my opinion. Governor Mifflin had the cantion 
dragged down to thefe wharfs to falute the fans-cu- 
lotte frigate in 1793; the French are now paying 
back the compliment. I wonder what our wife 
Governor will fay to this ; his paternal attention 
ought to l;)e called forth now to prote<9: Us againft 
the fangs of his dear friends the Carmagnoles. 

When we turn our eyes back to the year ^93 and 
*94, and recolledl that the dry-good fhop-wiridows 
were decorated with tri-coloured cockades ; that the 
militia wore thefe vile things in their hats ; that 
Danfons la Carmagnole dnd Ca-ira Were charted in 
every corner of the city ; that it was looked upon as 
a, fort of crime not to adore the French, and that to 
abt]ife, curfe, and blafpheme every thing that was 
Britifli was regarded as a duty— when we recollect 
all this^ wc can read accounts of French in/blence 

M 2 ^'^^ 
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with fomc degree of patience. " As you make your 
hcdy' faid tl^e old woman to hicr daughter, ^^fojm 
miifl lie in it^ 



Monday, 18'^ September. 

BIood'lef^ing.'-MK. Porcupine, The confequcnces 
of the prevailing licknefs are felt by no clafs of men 
more than the refpeftable fraternity to which I have 
the honour to belong. The dreadful folitude I have 
of late experienced in my deferted bar-room, has 
enabled me to read, with fome attention, the fopo- 
irific effays with which our fcribbling phylicians 
and their hopeful pupils havefo generoufly favoured 
the public. Their effect on my prefent hypochon- 
driacal difpolition has been great ; and the many 
charmnig (lumbers I have enjoyed, during the pe- 
rufal of fuch dull eflays, have given wonderful 
relief to my diftreffed imagination. 

As by thefe differtations I find the whole materia 
medica is beautifully reduced to the very fimple fyf- 
tcm of copious blood-letting and comfortable eva- 
cuations^ I have determined to defert a trade thus 
ruined by the fever, and commence a bufinefs which 
has that fever for its fupport ; as I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that Providence is kindly increafiBg this fcourge 
jo{ our city, that the advocates of Do6tor Sangrado 
may completely triumph over their enemies, by their 
greater fuccefs in the cure. I forefee- vaft emolu- 
ments arifing to my view, fufficient to compenlate 
the great lofe I have fuflained in my prefent trade ; 
.and as there appears a fcarcity of phyficians entirely 
devoted to. the 7iohh£\ftem of blood-letting j I earnefily 
recommend to my difircfled brethren to form a Col- 
lege immediately,' and take out their diploma in this 
new branch of bufinefs. 

That the public may not fuppofe us without qua- 
lifications, I have to obferve that our prefent trade 
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is analogous to our new profeffion. We have cer- 
tainly been ufed to evjacuations (as the purfes of our 
gueftscan witnefs) ; we can fumiih copious draughts, 
and are thoroughly acquainted with the whole fyf- 
tem of dieting, and alfo mixing compounds. As to 
blood-letting, ourhoftlers will ufe their fleams with 
fuccefs, as we (hall particularly limit them to take 
no more blood from the human body than they hafc 
hitherto drawn from their horfes. As it is neceflary 
to bleed our patients until they faint, we have always 
at hand the heft cordials to revive them. Our car- 
Tiages too will enable us to drive oitrfelves into prac- 
tice J and as we have heard that the barbers formerly 
exercifed the noble art of phlebotomy, and were 
thence denominated Barber Surgeons, I i%e no ob»- 
je6lion to our takii^ the appdlation of Vintner Phy- 
ficians. A Tavern-keeper. 



Tuesday, 19^^ September. 

The French at the Brandywme. — Among the many 
laudable attempts that have been made to prove the 
excellence of a Government adminiftered by ^Lfove- 
reign people, Ido not recolledl a more fuccefsful one 
than the following : \ 

" The fchooner Flying Fifh, Captain Maxwell, 
from Jamaica, now at the Fort, was brought to a 
few days fince by a gun from the French privateer at 
anchor off the Brandywine. Captain Maxwell hailed. 
From Hampton Roads ; but this not fatisfying the 
Frenchman, he fent his boat well manned to over^' 
haul the fchooner s papers. In the mean time Captain 
Maxwell fuffered himfelf to drift aftern of the prF- 
vateer, and juft as the boat was dropping alongfide, 
he hoifted fail and made off. The privateer weighed 
anchor fhortly after, but did not think proper to our 
iue Captain Maxwell/' 

-' - M 3 ^ This-j 
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This, onewoold imagine, was the ne plm ul/rao( 
national difgraccj but it is not. 1 yciicrday offered 
to lay a wager of a hundred dollars lliat the French 
come and cut out the vefTels from our wharfs, in lefs 
than fix months time, and I am ccrlain they, will 
do it- 

Now, are we not in a pretty fituation ? everlaft- 
iogly boalting and toaliing about iiidependencej our 
power, and our bravery; filling our newfpapers 
with pompous accounts of tlie building and the 
launching of our frigates : while French priva- 
teers not only fcour our coaft from one end to the 
other, and lie in our roads with impunityj but fail 
up our rivers, advance to within thirty miles of the 
capital, Rud there Jire af cur veJfeJsj bring them ^Oj 
and examine their papers! Gracious God! if this be 
independmce^ if this be the lot of n fo'uereign ciiizm^ 
make me, I pray thee, ihe fubje£f of feme depefidant 
Hate, 

The frigate of Philadelphia is, at this moment, 
lying not thirty miles from the fpot where this abo- 
minable, unbearable infult was offered to the coun- 
try ! 1 do not know whether fhe be ready to fail or 
not ; nor is it of any confequence : flie ought to be 
towed down to the mouth of the river, to flielter us 
from fuch unheard-of difgrace, 

And where were the noble Wilmington battalions 
, — thofc citizen foldiers, thofe centaurs of liberty^ that 
Ihine fo bright in armour, and perform their inno- 
cent evolutions with fuch amazing dexterity and 
courage ? We hear enough of thcfe gallant youths 
on z fourth of July. On fuch- like occafions they flun 
the neighbouring hills with their volleys. Where 
were they then, I fay, when Mounfter was block- 
adingthe Brandywine mills, and blazing away upon 
their brother citizen ? There is fomethlng unaccountT 
able in the condnfl of ihefe youths. When one of 
their own mere ban t-veffels was endeavouring to 

elud^e 
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elude the embargo in 1794* and get ofF with hef^ 
cargo to a BrUiJkporfy then did their manly bofoms^ 
bnrn (ox glory. Like true citizen foldiers, out thej^ 
^/tampered, rough and ready, and fwore they wouldJ 
fight under the banners of the conflable to the laftj 
drop of their blood. Even the hickory Quakers (with 
which Wilmington unfortunately abounds) ruflied! 
down through the fwamps like lb many twine, to Hop\ 
the criminal fugitive. Is it not amazing that the' 
very people who were fo alert then, fhould be fo tor 
pid now, when alt the difference in the two cafes was, 
one velfel had cammi on boards the otlier had none f 



Medical Pi0ng, i 

** The times are ominous indeed* H 

** When quack to quack cries* Purge and Bked^** ^ 

Thofe who are in the habit of looking oveti 
the Gazettes which come in from the ditFerenti 
parts of the country, muft have obfcrvcd, anj 
with no fmall degree of indignation, the arts; 
which our remorfelefs bleeder is making uie of toj 
puff off his prepoflerous pradlice. He has, unfortu-i 
naf ely, his partifans in every quarter of the country *j 
To thefe he writes letters^ and in return gets letters 
from them : he extols their pra6tice, and they extol 
his; and there is fcarcely a page of any ncwipape^ 
that I fee, which has the good fortune to efcape thq 
poifon of their ptefcriptions. Blood) blood ! flill' 
they cry, More blood ! In every fentence they menace! 
our poor veins. Their language is as frightful to the^ 
ears of the alarmed multitude, as is the raven's croa^ 
to thofe of the fickly flock- ^ 

Among all thefe poffs I do not recoUetS a morq 
fhamelefs one than the following from Dr. TiUon : , 

Extras of a leHcr from Dr, Titian^ of Wilmingion^ 
tQ J}r, Rujii, dated Seplember 12* — '* We have hadj 
** repeated inflances q( your fever at this place, Thd 
** infection has generally been taken in PhiladelphiaJ 

M 4 '' I as 
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** I am »ot acquainted with any in fiances where the 
** contagion has been rcGcivcd at Wilmington^ but 
** at Ncvvcaftle and NcwpQit ihere arc unequivocal 

examples of the contagion being received from 
'* Ihofe %vho brought it from the city* 

** In the treatment of the fever, we ufc copious 
** blood-letting in the beginning, and active mercu^ 
** rial purges. I have conceived, hosvevcr, that 
*' mercury is ufcful, not merely as a cathartic, but 
** aa afperific agahifi all kinds of conkigiom Tii^re is 
** uo contagious difeafe in which its ule is not ac- 
** knowledged; not only fmalUpox, meailes, dyfen- 
" tery, &c, but fcailatina and influenza yield to its 
** fpecific virtues. You probably remember as well 
** as I, that it was given with advantage in the hof- 
*' pital and camp fever* In Ibort, I have eftablilhed 
'* it as a maxim to give mercury as foon as I know a 
** difeafe to be contagious/* 

This Dn Tilton is a kind of Puritan ; a four, wry- 
faced^ incorrigible democrat. He has the pride of 
Lucifer himfclf, and to me it is aftonifhlng that he 
Ihould have condefcended to become the trumpet^ 
the underling, the mere barber- fnrgeon of the 
mailer bleeder. 

The mercurial purges too. Dr. Tilton muft break 
forth in praife of! Mercury is good for every thing 
that is contpgious ! Is it good for fans-culotifm^ Doc* 
tor ? if it be^ in the name of goodncfsj take a doublq 
dofe of it twice a day, till it has wrought a cure. — 
Dn Rnfh, in that emphatical ftyle which is peculiar 
*to himtelfj calls mercury " the Sam/on of medicine." 
In his hands and in thofe of his partifans^ it may^ 
indeedj be juftly compared to Sam/on; for I verily 
believe they have flain more Americans with it, than 
ever Samfon flew of the Philiftines* The Ifradite 
ilew histhoufands, but the Rufhites have llain their 
tens of thoufands. 

Priejkjaf^ 
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Prieftleyan Age. — ^The following, extra(5led from 
the Philadelphia Aurora, is one of thofe puffs which 
the adherents of Prieftley arc contiinially plying ua 
with. 

" You have now Prieftley with you ; we do not 
*^ deferve him. Some centuries hence this age will 
** not be known fo much by the defpotifm or wara 
^^ of kings, as by the Prieftleyan age^ as we fpeak 
** of the Auguflan. Happy for the inhabitants of 
** the old world, their children, driven acrofs the At- 
" lantic, wifer than their fathers, have juflly eftimated 
'* the value and prerogatives of freedom ; and have 
" at length difcovered, that the Deity is of no reli- 
^* gion, but the common and beneficent Parent, aa 
*^ well as the Creator of his children ; and that but 
*' of the 3000 religions in the world, they are all 
** right whilft they cultivate the moral virtues in- 
*' fpired by his government and attributes. This is 
*^ Chrtjtianity ; but, alas ! it goeth not to courts ♦•'* 

Samuel Adams. — ^The following article, which is 
taken from a Bofton paper of the 1 7th of July, 1 793, 
exhibits a ftriking inftance of republican honefty, 
and of the very great convenience attending the fitu- 
ation of Gk>vernor. 

" A correfpondent thinks too much praife cannot 
be given to our worthy Governor, for his vigilance 
in tffuing a proclamation for the meeting of the General 
Court on the very day, and perhaps at the moment, 
when the Marflial of the dS&xx^k. ferved him with a 
ivrity legally ifTued from the Supreme Court of the 
United States. From his Excellency's well-known 
attachment to republican principles it cannot be fup- 

* "This is CfmftianityP* Three thoufaud religions are allrigbf^ 
and all is Chriftianity ! *' But, alas! it goeth not to courts :" of 
which we arc very glad indeed. If it did go there, eveiy king 
would foon follow poor Louis X¥I« 
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poied that this originated in the paffion of the mo- 
ment, in a wifli to cmbarrafs the proceedings of the 
Federal Government, or to fix an unneceflary de- 
gree of importance and official dignity to the fer- 
Tants of this Commonwealth. The whole tcnour of 
bis Excellency's life, efpecially fince he has filled h\& 
preient fiation^ is a direct contradid^ion to any 
fonnites injurious to the moil difinterefled pa- 
triotifm*/' 

Yazz90 Laws; or^ the Fi'riueT of republican Legif- 
laiors fully exemflified.'^The Yazzoo law of Georgia 
was pafTed long betore I commenced my labours as 
an anti-republican writer ; but it is too ftriking an 
inflance, too important and too well attefted a proof 
of republican turpitude to be omitted in thefe vo- 
lumes. 

The State of Georgia, like raoft others of the 
United States of America, contained large difiridls 
of land which had never been granted to any indivi- 
dual or individuals, and which was, pfcourfe, Aill 
♦be property of the State, and at the difpofal of the 
Governor and Legiflature thereof. On the 7th of 
January, 1795, during the governorfliip of George 
Mathews, an a<5l was paffed by the two Houfes of 
legiflature, and fandlioned by the Governor, for 
felling a vaft tra6i: of the ungranted land which lay in 
the weft em part of the Stale, and which was called 
tl>e Yazzoo Country : hence the laws relative to this 
fale have been called the Yazzoo Laws. 



♦ Tlie Englidi reader muft be informed that this General Court 
is the two Houfes of the Legiflature, and that thefe two Houfes 
were aifembled, on this occafion, for the expi'efs purpofe of fhel- 
tering ** his Excellency** from the operation of the writ; that is, 
from being /«/ into gaoh The laws of the State do. not permit the 
Governor to be arretted during the feffion of the Legiflature ; and 
therefore it was, that the Governor called a feiTion (o keep hinx 
out of gaol, and his creditor out ^ his monjpy !!.! 

Certaia 
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Certain unprincipi^d m^mDerr o: tiit nv: Hourt!?of 
the LegiiiLVjrt formed l p^ai. lorrobDiiir u«er cji fti- 
tuentsof tlitYazz^c iiinci-i. i-jr.f: friijr rr :- r-^. //^wV-'-tt 
of acres ; and. iriOLiiiT-r tt. reiait i:::- ii-iani'jL:- i>:aii 
was coDCL:rred iL by £ r-s*-" «-.. :-;y of -jy::. H'.iuist, 
Thefe " virtuoufc rcpLSLfirjhL-t" ijrux'zL 'i:t*Tniit::TCh 
into Land CDmPcn:t^. aii^ Tjuzitri t i£v . :^ v»iii?h 
the lands were fjid tc .Ar*'. 'r.- : ^'.^ .v-.^';- iJT-^s.^-.t:: vjr 
about one ha'.f o: iif^ iuil v :..-,:. -.nt-;. v. -ju.:. iia^-* 
brought if fo.d r. o::i^ yrrl-r.-'i. Iiiut^d L':,'-..:*D3 
dollars were on^e'^ i-j: :«*: 't-; ;:'.M:t \wii'_:. :ai.i 
corrupt vi'la;:!': fL-'ii v^ ::j=-t!1:'. -.r- i'jt yji.'j^jz. 

The fraud of tiJir :ri-:..i.r.i'j:. '.w^iz :j'ji :t:Tii£.'.a 
Ions undetecxsd. 'I'lrjlc v.':r^ ":;ai no: :it:t:L ad- 
mitted to a liiart ir. :iit ^^unatr. '-"jiLZJiLiiied liist 
the law \^ab frauoui^:;::;. ojUiiiK::;. M'-eiirir^ of 
the people wjrc ct i^d : p^.iu'jric and Tt:nio:2rraiicxs 
were fcnt in fro'x e^^-y cjuarier ; -/it Grand Juries of 
the dificreL.: c'j--U'rt pr*:ivn\*r:; Ti^ Yazzc^o contraA 
as a grieTance; arj'i, tova:dt ::i^ Ei'.'j.lniP of the 
next Leglfiature, Uie ciainour LK;c;ariit t'mor uni- 
vcrial*'. 

Tbc 

* T:j« f'^'.i'jwiT.g IS 2!. trtru-h frvrt riit ijr»:i'*:::i;iica: of dK 
Grand Ju-}- 'jf Tilt i<;un'.v of b\:r\A. i:. Auj^uL :7'-S- 

*• Wc t:it GraiiC Jor\- of "iti* -ouTry o: bukt pr^cnt as the 
grratefc grie^-anct :nt jtai* of C>«ot gifc *:rucri::nzi^ iik iaic of 
tit VTeittr:. TtrritoT}-, sm'^ rfjumairrric -:a: int ncr: Lcg'ii- 
!2.:.:rt ictt :-;* i^'j-^cr riio :Ji^i: tua'.urt 'j*:ll:^ratioc ; a:?d ab~a» 
lia: o;:r f-.l.yw-ci:iz«j: wrjia bt pr.rticuif' ic izrutirilzir-g rhc 
cbtTifitrs of tht c2Tjdi'jai'.'fc i'ir lut r-rprtriimiariDr- and rt;c;i 
tbtjit V. !i'^ :.rc knowi; or fu'ptc'td 'o iiavt iaicrcu tiicrein. VTc 
ir* o'op'»:ji'jr. w::i i iorTXitr (jrnwi J ur^. itiat n was zj^clJj^^cct opc, 
iTi^ rfi£t£ py r-jr^*- fuf-ia tj lorruptiim. Arid fi'rtrKr'Tl^'^rc wc do 
tETiitfJy rtLo::.n.£ij? to oui ii»-rt Ltgiflarurt, that inc ikid fr^a- 
t;iij3it a:tc sorr-p: f^.t Lie rr;adt u'lli and void, and tiin: :hf *"in^ 
t*rri:ory bt ft?.::fcc t- i.t ^ta'.t la facb znanner zs, that the r:gh:s 
if ^iit :h::zt:ne Triertof rrity not sgLin bt violated. Wc alio rerona- 
si!:tji ThLt r:h h^cr. .\tzxzy the Governor retain in his treafurv rhc 
arfoii>t£ appr?: rii;:td :or ':ijc purpofc of cr.rr\-in£: into cife^": the im- 
Z>s:u^,Tig irccty w i:h liit Creek nation until after tlie Tirting of the ncxi 
LcrHlarurt ; a: wt coaccive that appropriatioQ va& a.\;io tcai^c %m 
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The Legiflature of Georgia is chofeil annually ; 
bat, as the members may be re-cle6ted, many of 
thole who had fold and bought the Yazzoo lands made 
a part ot the new Legiflature, by which the Yazzoo 
law was anmdled ; but not before ihcjitji purchafers 
had fold the lands to other perfons, and fhitted the 
lofe from their own Ihoulders to thofe of thoulands 
of honell unfufpe6ling perfons. 

The Committee appointed to examine into the 
Yazzoo purchafe, made a report, from which the 
fc^lowing cxtrad is taken : 

** The Committee lament that they are compelled 
•• to declare, that the fniudj corruption, iind collnfion, 
•* by which the laid a3 was obtained, and the un- 
♦* conftitutionatity ot' the fame, evinces the utmoft 
** depravity in the nuzjority of the late Legiflature. 
•• It appears to jour Committee, that public good 
** was placed eniin-ly out of view, and private inte- 
•• rett alone coniuhed ; that the rights of the pre- 
•* lent gmeralion were violated, and the rights of 
•* pofterity bartered by the laid a6\; that by it 
•* the mounds of equal right were broken down, 
•• and the principles of ariftocracy eftablifhed 
•• in their ftead. The Committee, v^rbilfr th^y thus 
*• with thame and confulion acknowledge, that fuch 
•^ a Legiflature, intruded with the rights of their 
•• conliituents, could haveexifted in Georgia, can*^ 
*• not, however, forbear to congratulate the prefent 

the more fully c5irrying into cfFeft and cftablifhing the above frau» 
dulent fale. \\*c alfo prefcht as a grievance, that the greater parM 
ffih^ie nflt^ are inpttllic office have joined in the ahve corruption^ and 
J^are im //y fikhiii tlundfr ; fuch men are truly dangerous, and not 
delerving the Icaft countenance; therefore recommend to the ho- 
nourable AflVmhiy that fuch charafters, whether fliaring by pur- 
chafe or oiherwife, be removed from office. This meafure will 
have a tendency to prevent others, in like cafes, offending. Pub- 
lie officers ought to confider that they arefervants of the RepubliC|^ 
and her property they ought not ta embezzle or wafle.** 

^' J>gillaturo 
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^ Legiflaturc and commanity at large, that thcr 
** are fufficient grounds, as well with refpedl to th 
^ unconftitutionality of the aSt^ as from the tefti 
*^ mony before the Committee, of the fraud prac 
*' tifed to obtain it, to pronounce, that the fame i 
*^ a nullity of itfelf, and not binding or obligator 
*^ on the people of this State ; and they flatter them 
^* fclves that a declaration to that purport, by a le 
*' giflative aA, will check the rapacious and avari 
** cioua fpirit of fpeculation which has in this Stat 
** overleaped all decent bounds, and which, if i 
^* were to continue, would totally annihilate mora 
^* lity and good faith from among the citizens of th 
^' State, The Committee, for this purpofe, be 
*^ leave to report an aft for declaring the fai 
** ufurped aff void, and for expunging the ikm 
^^ from the face of the public records ; and the 
*^ alfo herewith report, in part tefliimony befor 
^^ them^ fifieen affidavits taken on the JuhjeS of th 
** fraud fraSifed to obtain it.** 

Upon this report a law was framed and pafled, i 
January, 1796, to annul the contrad:. This la\ 
is a moft curious and valuable documents- It i 
worth millions of volumes written againil republicai 
government ; I Ihall therefore be very copious 11 
my extradls from it. 

^^ A Bill declaring null and void a certain ufurpe 
aft pafled by the laft Legiflature of this State, a 
Augufla, the 7th day of January, 1795, under th 
pretended title of • An aft fupplementary to a; 

* aft, entitled, An aft for appropriating a part c 

* the unlocated territory of this State, for the pay 

* ment of the late State troops, and for other purpofe 

* therein mentioned ; declaring the right of thi 

* State to the unappropriated territory thereof, fo 

* the proteftion of the frontiers, and for other pui 

* pofes ;* and for expunging from the public record 
the (aid ufurped aft^ and declaring the right of thi 



to the Comrcnfion> and by numerous petitions 15" 
tliis prcicnt Lcgillature to the fame purport, as 
alfofrom the Iclf evident proof of fraud, arifing iVom 
the rejeftion of eight hundred thoulaiid dollars, and 
the acceptance of five hundred ihoufand dollars, as 
the confidcrat ion -money for which the iaid tcrri- 
^^^^ory was fold, tljat fraud and corruptian were prae- 
^^■tifed to obtain the laid ail and grants^ and that a 
f majority of thofe members of the Lcgiflature who 
^^voted in favour of the aforelatd a6t, were engaged in 
^pthe purchafe ; and a majority of one vote only ap- 
^^Bpeared in favour of the laid ufurped ael in tlic Se- 
" natc, and on winch majority in that branch the lame 
waspalicd; and corruption appears Bgainft more 
Ihan one merabcr of that body; which, exclufive 
f the many deceptions ufcd, and the inadequacy of 
irice for fuch an iramenfc and valuable tra6t of 
untry, would be fufHcicnt in equity, reafon, and 
Wj to invalidate the contra6lj even fuppofing it to 
c conltitutional, which this Lcgiflature declares it 
is not t 

** Be it therefore enafled, that the faid ufurped 
aft, paffed on the 7th day of Januarj^, ^795? entitled^ 

* An ad fupplementary to ah aft, entitled, An a6l 

* for appropriating a part of the unlocaled territory 
' of this State, for the payment of the late State troops, 
^ and for other purpoles therein mentioned ; declaring 
^ the right of this State to the unappropriated territory 
'thereof, for the protciftTon of the frontiers, and for 
^ other purpofes ;* be, and the fame is hereby declared 
null and void i and the grant or grants, right or 
rights^ claim or claims, ifluing, deduced, or derived 
jlhcrefrom, or from any other claufe, letter, or fpirit 

f the fame, or any part of the lame, is hereby alio an- 
fmlledi rendered void and of no effect; and as the 
iame was made without conftitutional authority, 
and fraudulently obtained, it is hereby declared of no 

binding 
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"binding force or efFedt on this State or the people ' 
thereof, but is and are to be confidered, both law 
and grant, as they ought to be, ipfofa£lo of them- 
felves void ; and the territory therein mentioned is 
alfo hereby declared to be the fole property of the 
State, fubjedt only to the right of treaty of the 
United States, to enable the State to purchafe under 
its pre-emption right the Indian title to the fame. 

*^ And be it further enadled, that within three 
days after the pafling of this aA, the ff.-ent 
branches of the Legiflature Ihall be aflembled toge- 
ther ; at which meeting the officer ihall attend with 
the fevcral records, documents, and deeds in the Se- 
cretary's, Surveyor general's, and other public of- 
fices, and which records and documents fhall then 
and there be expunged from the face and indexes of 
the books of record ot the State ; and the e7m>lled law^ 
or ufurped aCf^ fhall then he publicly hicmt^ in order that 
no trace of fo unconftitutional, vile, and fraudulent 
a tranfadtion, other than the infamy attached to it 
by this law, (hall remain in the public offices thereof: 
and it is hereby declared the duty of the county of- 
ficers of record, where any conveyance, bond, or 
other deed whatever, Ihall have been recorded re- 
lating to the fale of the faid territory under the faid 
ufurped a6t, to produce the book wherein the faid 
deed, bond, or conveyance, may be fo recorded, ta . 
the fuperior court at the next feffipn of the court 
after the paffing this law, and which court is hereby • 
direcSled to caufe fuch clerk or keeper of records of 
the county to obliterate the fame in their prefencc ; 
and if fuch clerk or keeper of records negledl or re- ' 
fufe fo to do, he fhall be, and is hereby declared in* 
capable of holding any office of truft or confidence 
in this State, and the fuperior court Ihall fufppnd 
him : and from and after the paffing of this a6t, if 
any clerk of a county, notary public, or other of- 
ficer keeping record, fhall enter any tranfaftion, 
VOL. VII. N ^^\^^xs\^\xX, 
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agreement, conveyance, grant, law, or contra<?l re- 
lative to the laid purchafe under the faid ufurped a6t 
on their books of record, whereby claim can be de* 
riyed of authority of record, he or they Ihall be ren- 
dered incapable of holding ajiy office of truft or pro- 
file Dfithin this State, and be liable to a penalty of 
one thoufand dollars, to be recovered in- any court 
within and under the jurifdiclion of this State ; one 
halt- whereof to be given for the benefit of the in- 
former, and the other half to be Ibdged in the trea- 
fujiy for the ufc of the Commonwealth. 

•' And be it further enabled, that the faid ufurped law 
pafled on the 7th of January, 1795, fliall not, nor (hall 
any grant or grants iflued by virtue thereof, or any 
doed or conveyance, agreement or contra<St, fcript or 
paper relative thereto, be received as evidence in any 
cQurtof law on equity of this State, fo far as to efia-. 
bljfh a right to the.faid territory, or to any part there- 
of; provided: that nothing herein contained ihall- be 
cQoftrued to prevent fuch- deed or conveyance, agree- 
ment or contract between individuals, fcript iffued 
by. the pretendcdt purchafers^ or other paper, fi^oni 
being received as evidence in private aftion& for the 
recovery of any other monies or other intereft given, 
paid;, or exchanged, as the confideration for pre- 
tended fajes by the original pretended puncbafers, or 
p^ons claiming and felling, by and under, them, 

" And be it further enaded, tliat his Excellency 
thc' Governor be, 'and he is hereby empowered and 
rcijiiircd to.iffue warrants on tlie treafmer, after the 
c3q)iration.of fixty days, in favour of fuch perfons as 
may have bona fide depofitecj monies, bank fl:ock, 
or- (lock in the funds of thc United States, or war- 
iaj\ta, in part or in whole payment of pretended 
fharcgi of thc faid; pretended purchafed territory, pro- 
varied the fame Ihall be now therein, and not other- 
^iffi : and provided alfo^ that the rilk attending 

the 
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the keeping the fum or fiims fo paid in, be deeme^ 
and is hereby declared to lie entirely with the pei 
Ions who depofited them, and that any charge i 
guards or other expenfes for the fafe keeping thereo 
be deduced ; and in cafe of ncglc6l of applicatfo 
to his Excellency therefor within eight months aft< 
the paiEng this aft, the fame fliall be, and U heret 
deemed property derelidl and efcheated to and fc 
the ufe of this State. 

" And be it further enafted, that any pretcnde 
power aflumedj ufurped, or intended by the faid a6 
or any claufe or letter of the fame, or which may c 
can be conflrucd to that purpofe by the faid ufurpe 
a6l, grant or^ants under it, or from the journals ( 
the Houfe of Senate or Reprefentatives, to apply t 
the Government of the United States for the extir 
guifhment of the Indian claims to the lands withi 
the boundaries in the faid ufurped aft mentionec 
and the holding any treaty by the faid' general Gc 
vernmentin confequence of any application therefc 
by the company purchafers under the faid ufurpe 
aft, fo far as may affeft the rights of this State t 
the lands therein defcribed, is and are hereby dc 
clared null and void : and the right of applying foi 
and theextinguifhment of Indian claims to any land 
within the boundaries of this State, as herein dc 
fcribed, being a fovereign right, is hereby further de 
clared to be vefled in the people of this State, to whor 
the right of pre-emption to the fame belongs, fubjc<! 
only to the controlling power of the United State 
to authorize any treaty or treaties for, arid to fuper 
intend the fame- 

^^ And be it further enafted, that in order h 
prevent future frauds on individuals, as far as th 
nature of the cafe will admit, his Excellency th 
Governor is hereby required, as foon as may be afte 
the paffing of this law, to promulgate the fam 
throughout the United States." 
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In purfuanceofthisadl (which was pafled on the 
13th of February, 1796), the Yazzoo law and re- 
cords were burnt on the i6th of the fame month. 
The account of this novel and curious ceremony, 
taken from the Augufta paper of February the i8th, 
1796, is too valuable to be omitted : 

" On Monday laft the two Houfes of the Static 
** Legifiative moved in proceflion to the funeral 
*^ pile prepared in front of the State Houfe, pre- 
*^ ceded by their Committee, bearing in their arms 
** the records of the Weftcrh fale. When arrived at 
*^ the fatal fpot, the Committee handed the records 
*^ to the Prefidentof the Senate, the Prefident handed 
*^ them to the Speaker of the Houfe, the Speaker 
*^ to the Clerk, and he to the Door-keeper, who 
*^ with coolnefs and firmnefs of mind, laid the de- 
*^ voted vi<ftims on the burning pile, where they 
" werefbon confumed to aflies, very little to thefa- 
" tisfadlionof thcby-ftanders : but 'tis feared, that, 
** phoenix-like, from the afhes of thofe records will 
** Ipring forth a record, that will render immortal 
^^ the infamy and dilgrace of this purgatorial tranf- 
'^ action. 

" The reafons for thefe new proceedings are at- 
*^ tempted to be affigned in the preamble to the a6l ; 
** but thefe reafons are by many well-informed men 
*' faid to be unfatisfat^ory, and it has been affirmed 
^^ that the Legiflature have attempted to exercife a 
^' power not warranted by reafon, juftice, or com- 
" mon fenfe, and totally repugnant to the principles 
•^ of morality and government : and the repeal law, 
^' it is faid, cannot produce the intended eiFc6l ; for 
** the companies having obtained regular and legal 
** grants for their lands, and the contrail having 
*^ being completely carried into efFedt by both parties, 
*^ cannot be afFefted by the fubfequent condudl of 
** either; and the repeal, could it have any efFe6V, muft 
*^ h*yc * retrofpedive operation, and cojne with- 

'' ia 
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^^ in the denomination of an ex poft fa6lo law^ anc 
^' confequently would be void in itfelf. 

^' But the violence of this meafure gives ver 
*^ confiderable uneafinefs ; and many who were no 
*^ in principle oppofed to a repegil, view with horro 
^^ thofe records which have hitherto been deemec 
^^ facrcd, mangled, defaced, and burnt, with fchool 
^^ boy inconfideration, and the heat and fpirit o 
*^ faflion. And as this heat and violence only tend 
*' to fet a very dangerous example, and cannot po£ 
" fibly produce any good, it will occafion this lawt< 
*^ become far more unpopular than the one whicl 
** was the obje6t of this unprecedented proceeding 
" If the law could operate at all, the operatioi 
** would have been the fame without as with th 
** burning and mangling of records. If the burniuj 
** a record by a law which recM^nifes the inftrumen 
*^ deftroyed, could do away the efFeft of the recorder 
** inftrument, then the ^properties of individuals ar 
*^ totally infecure, and a predominant party migh 
*' render all private pofleffions precarious; and if th 
** Yazzoo law was unconftitutional, neither burninj 
*^ nor repealing were neceflary, as the law in itfel 
" was wholly void. We hope and truft, that thi 
*^ direful example of the prefent Legiflature wil 
** never again be imitated, but that it will meet th 
*^ difcbuntenance it merits from an enlightened peo 
** pie, and that our next Convention will, by a con 
" ftitutional article, declare that all records fliall b 
^' deemed facred, and that no Legiflature Ihall hav 
** power to deface or deftroy them.'* 

I Ihall difmifs this article with pointing Qut a cir 
cumflance, which, without my affiftance, might el 
cape tjie Englifh reader. The Yazzoo lands wcifc 
h^ore the faffing of the repeal law, fold by the Com 
panics to other purphafers. Large trafts of thee 
were fold to perfons in England and other countries 
^s well as to perfons in different parts of the Unitei 

N 3 ^XaXs 
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States; and the /9/J fell upon thcT^^o;?// purchafers, 
ivho had already paid the money, or given fecurities 
to the Companies ; to that the tranfaciion is fimply 
this : the legiflators, the virluous legiflators of the 
republic of Georgia, pafs a law felling certain lands 
to thcmfelvcs, and then fell thefe lands to others, 
and put the money in their pockets : having doqe 
this, they pafs another law, declaring the firit law 
infamous, annulling the lalemade to themfclves, re- 
fuming the lands in the name of the State, deftroy- 
ing the records by which the lands were held, and de- 
frauding thehundrcds and thoufands of unfufpecSling, 
fccondary purchafers. One Englifliman, nowln tb5 
jail of New- York for debt, loll 60,000 dollars by this 
^& of li^iflative fwindling. If this be not *' more 
fraudulent than forgery or coining," it is becauib 
felony adipits of n(%degrees of comparifon. But if 
it be not more criminal in the eye of the law^ it is in 
the eye of morality ; if it be. not more fraudulent , it is 
pcrtainly more mfamous. Such ?LtQ^epubUcan legifla-r 
tors, fuch is republican virtue, and fudi is the govern- 
ment which a rcbcUion againft George tjie Thii;4 
has brought pn the people of America. 

WEDNESBATt 20*^ SEPTEMBER, 

Fining for Mur4er. — Auguflaj September 7, 1 797. 
If Mr. McMillan will give the,. following curious 
trial a place in his paper, it will much oblige 

A triend and Subfcriber. 
Jtiftices Court, -r-rr- Term. — t-t vs. -r^ — . Negro«» 

killing. 
His Honour the Juftice took his feat, after 
having impannellcd and fworn the jury. 

The plaintiflF flated, that the defendant did, with 

|hc force of arms, unlawfully enter his plantation, 

and then and there kill, by ibooting with a gun 

)oaded with pow^^ &^ l^d^ one negro man of the 

V ^ yalM 
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^aiue of 45/. contrary to the laws of God and hi 
country. 

The defendant admitted killing the nef!To, bu 
endeavoured to juftify his condu<9: by faying ihe negr 
was infolent, &c. 

His Honour the Juftice then rofe, and gave th 
jury a flowery and laboured charge, and defir6( 
them to withdraw and do jufticc to the parties : th 
jury withdrew, and in a few minutes brought inthei 
verdidl Wilful murder. His Honour told them the 
were wrong, and that they muft go out again— the; 
withdrew, and foon brought in their verdift Negr 
Jlaughter. The Juftiicse, in a mighty rage, told them t 
go out again ; that they were fiill wrong, that his ol 
jefl was mortey : they again withdrew, and brougt 
in damages for plaintiff 45/. payable in plantatio" 
tools, andcoftsof fuit. The defendant complied b 
giving his note for the debt, and paying up the cof 
which his Honour received, /r^^/^i io half a pint ^ an 
adjourned. 

Thus the Jtiftice extended his jurifdi(5Hon to 45 
from 7/. and made his a court of criminal juri: 
^idion *. 



Thursday, 21'^ Septemi^er. ' 

Singular PuniJhmenL — Alexandria^ September i< 
Yefterday a negro man was tried before the coun' 
court for attempting to ravilh a white wpman, w; 
found guilty, fenteiice, Caftration! 

This was very unjuft. Why fhould this poor fc 



* Now, after this, 1 beg, for decency's fake, to hear no mx 
about republican law znd jujiice and humanity. The people amo 
whom fuch enormities can be pra6lifed with impunity, ought 
expeft every fcourge that earth or Heaven has in (lore. 1 defy a 
man living to bring me an inftance of fuch an atrocious decifion 
\Y\h ^T^^lf^ froQA ttM^ records of Rpbefpierre's bloody tribunal, 

N 4 V 
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low be thus ferved for wifliing to enjoy the Rights 
of Man? 



Friday, q.i^ September. 

Switzerland. — " Bq/le^ July 25. We are aflured 
that General Bonaparte has teftified his difcontent 
at the refufal of the Helvetic body, relative to thcpaf- 
lage demanded through the Valais. It is even faid, but 
that wants confirmation, that he has intimated a re- 
folution to force this paflage, if Switzerland fhall 
not confent to gr rnt it. We know not why this 
General is fo much intereftcd about this paflage, 
which would not be very ufeful to his army, and 
why lic tcafes the Swifs fb much to obtain it ; for we 
can liardiy believe, as the friends of Mr. Wickham 
would infinuate, that the General is defirous of a 
pretence to intermeddle in the affairs of Switzerland, 
and to revolutionize fome Cantons who^are not very 
friendly to popular tumults. However that may 
be, the Swifs cunjide in the promife of the Dire£Ioryy 
and in the wifdom of Barthelemy^^ 

They do ? — Then I can tell them they confide in 
the very quintefTence of hypocrify and treachery. 
We (the Americans I mean) confided in the Dire£lory ; 
did we not ? If I remember right, we were all intox- 
icated with joy, when the thing they call their Con^ 
ftitution had undergone the farce of being accepted by 
the people. Even General Wafhington congratu- 
lated them and us, on their having eflablifhed an 
equitable arid efficient governnaent. How have we 
found it ? And as to Barthelemy, a man that can 
condefcend to drink out of the fame cup with the 
murderers of his brother j mufl be a confummate hy- 
pocrite, or a moft unnatural monfler *. 

* JiHl as 1 foretold, fo did it happen. I am not lorry for the fate 
of Swntsserland. The Swifs are a bafe peopl^i arid oiight to be flavci. 
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V Saturday, 23^ September. 

Dr. Leib. — It is an ill wind that blows nobody 
any good. One would think that the dreadful difeafe 
thatafSids the city at this time, and that has driven 
away one third of its inhabitants, could not polfibly 
be a fource of good to any one ; yet, we fee, it has 
raifed Docftor Leib from the dirt into a one-horfe 
chair ! 

I have feveral times, lately, met this created phy- 
fician, driving about the neighbourhood of the city. 
I wondered how he came by a horfe and chair, well 
knowing that fuch articles are not to be got for certi'-' 
Jicate$\ but now the myflery is unravelled. 

This new-born fon of Efculapius, when mounted 
in his Yellow Fever equipage, puts one in mind of 
Racine^ defcription of Death : 

« -, — a horrid grinning monftcr, 
f With fteed raw-bon'd and lafti tremendous j 
" Driving his chaiiot-wheeJs o'er ftniling Peace 
*' And rofy Health, and fprcading ^11 around 
•* Terror, anguifti, and deipair," 

No wonder the inhabitants of Germantown were 
alarmed. But, under. the rofe, thefe good people 
have no right to complain. The Dodtor is their 
Reprefentative in the State Legtjlature\ and as he 
jfhowed fo much Ikill in feeling their pulfe then, I 
fuppofe the Board of Health thought him the fit- 
teft perfon to take charge of their health now. I 
fliall not take the trouble to inquire how many pa- 
tients the Dodlor ever had before his prefent ap- 
pointment ; thofe who fall under his hands may find 
that out, if they can. I am refolved he fhall not 
dodor me, any thing contained in Thomas Mifflin's 
Proclamation to the contrary notwithfianding *. 

Monday, 

* Thit Leib is one of the moft infamous wretches thJt ey.er 
fxifted. He now ftands charged with purloining the property of 



J 86 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. ' 

MoKDAT, ^5^^ September. 

Singular jidjudicatiotu — A caufe was tried before- 
Juftice Refolve , lately appointed for Luacrne 

county (but at prefent refides at or near Munccy), 
The action was brought for a calf fold by the plain- 
tiff, at fix. weeks old, for twenty-five ihillings: the 
defendant proved that he paid twelve Ihillings aiid 
fixpence in calh for the calf at the delivery, and 
promifed the remainder in a fliort time. The plain- 
tiff bad not called upon the defendant until lafl 
ipring for the balance, which was four years after 
purchafe was made. Juftice Refolve, after hearing 
the caufe, gave judgment for the defendant to re- 
store the calf, which is at this time a bullock, worth 
at leaft fifteen pounds, with coXls of fuit. The 
' poor man was obliged to comply* 

French Cnieliy to the Indians. — Mr, Cobbett, I 
fend you an extradl from the Hiftory of the Five 
Nations, which I am perfuaded wHl convince you, 
that the cruelties exercifed on the Indians by the 
bloody French far furpaffed any thing contained in 
your Bloody Buoy, or in the hiftory of the dragooiiT 
mg the poor Proteflants* 

*^ They took an Indian, and firft broiled his feef 
** between two red-hot fiiones ; then they fu^ his 
*^ fingers into red-hot pipes, and, though he had his 
" hands at liberty, he would not pull his fingers 
f * out. They cut his joints, and taking hold of the 
^^ JiTiewSy twified them round fmall bars of iron. All 
^^ this while he kept finging, and recounting his 
♦* own brave adtions againft: the French. At laft 
** they flayed his fcalp from his fkull, mid pouted 
*' fcalding hot/atid upon i/ ; at which time the lur 



pbildren, whofe father he vifited or his death-licd ; yet this mai^ 
is a mcipber of Con^rcfs ! 

<* tendant'15 
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*^ tendant's lady obtained leave of the Governor to 
^* have the coup-de-grace given ; and I believe £he 
*^ thereby likewife obtained a favour to every reader, 
^* in delivering him from a further continuance of 
'^ iixis account of French crueUy */' 

American Trade with France. — Nantz^ June i6, 
1797. Sir, I take this opportunity of informing you of 
our capture, viz. On the 25thof May,inlat.49''24'N. 
long. 12° 10' W. was brought to by the Ihip 
Fawn, a French privateer, mounting eighteen nine, 
and two twelve pounders, and men anfwerable* 
They took charge of us without looking at our pa- 
pers, exchanged men and otficers, and conveyed us 
into Nantz ; but if fortune had favoured us to have 
loft fight of her for one half hour, Ihe had been 
our own again. The day after I arrived at t^is 
place, the fliip Brifeis, of New-York, bound to 
Araflerdam, was brought in ; and fix days after, the 
^ip Confederacy, from India, bound to Hamburgh, 
was brought in alio ; and feveral (hips from PliiladeU 
phia and •Charlefton, and other ports in America, 
arc here ; and there is no profpedl of either (hips 
or cargoes being cleared, for as faft as they try them 
ibey condemn them. Their order is to take every 
American they fall in with, bound where they will, 
even if bound to France ; and let the Americans be 
furniftied with all and every paper that is requifitc 
relative cither to fhips or cargoes, it avails nothing : 
therefore you are very fortunate not to fall in with 
jiny of thofe infamous French robbers ; for fo fure as 
you had, fofure France would have been your fate \ 
but fortune anji the good winds have favoured you, 
which I hope will always follow you. All my paf- 

» ■ : ^ ^^ 

^ This infernal cruelty was iuflifted under tbe orders of ti)^ 
fount of frpnnnac* 

fengeiri 
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fcngers have got their paflports, and fet off this 
day for England, by \nrayofSt. Maloes. No doul^t 
bl^fore this time you have heard of Captain Haley's 
being a commiffioned officer in France, which is 
the news at this place. I conclude with wilhing 
you your health and profperity, and in the mean 
time lubfcribe myfelf 

Your obedient, 
7b Captain Kefnpy New-York D. SherrVt 

Coff^^'hotife^ London^ 



Tuesday, 26^^ September. 

Pure Liberty. — ^Juft arrived from Cape Mount, on 
the windward coaft of Africa, the fhip Agenoria, 
Edward Bois mafler, with a prime cargo of ajforted 
Jiaves. The Jale of which will commence on Monr- 
day, the aift inft. — Conditions then made known. 
Savannah^ lolh Aug^ i797* Robert Watts. 

Repuhlican Morality, ^-New-York, Sej^ember 22, 
At a circuit court held in the city of Albany, laft 
week, the following perfons were tried, foufid 
guilty of the crimes affixed to their names, and re- 
ceived fentence accordingly : 

Ifaac Robins, for paffing a falfe receipt for money, 
to be imprifoned for life, in the ftate prifon. 

Simeon Brandt, for paffing two counterfeit quar- 
ter dollars, knowing them to be falfe ; imprifonment 
for life and hard labour. 

Jacob, a negro man, flave to Mr. Oothoult — 
burglary ; imprifonment for life and hard labour. 

John Garrit — ^burglary ; imprifonment for life and 
hard labour. 

Ifaac Van Dofen — horfe-flealing ; feven years 
iX hard labour. 

BcnjamiA 
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Benjamin Miller— grand larceny ; feven years 
hard labour. 

Samuel Sanders — grand larceny ; brea'Js^ing opea 
the United States ftore, and ftealing mufkets and 
port fire ; ten years at hard labour. 

Daniel Watkins — grand larceny ; breaking open 
the United States ftores, &c. ; ten years hard labour. 

Daniel Suly — grand larceny ; one year at hard la- 
bour. 

Philip Mower — for picking pockets ; four years 
hard labour. 

Thomas Ofborn — petit larceny; feven months 
hard labour. 

Pomp, negro flave of David Longe — horfe-ftcal- 
ing ; nine months hard labour. 

Michael Van Kaack — ^petit larceny ; nine months 
hard labour. 

Archibald Brewfter — ^grand larceny ; one year at 
hard labour. 

Died, in this city yefterday, Mr. William Gil- 
bert, a venerable and refpedlable citizen. He was 
about eighty years old, and held the office of Col- 
ledlor for the fecond ward when he died. 

A Mr. Phillips, a deputy iherifF, in the county of 
Lincoln, Maflachufetts, was affaulted at Twenty-five 
Mile Pond, and had a number of writs taken from 
him, which were in favour of perfons holding 
claims under the Plymouth Company, by a banditti 
under the difguife of Indians *. 

Kentucky Innocenpe. — One Imlay (the paramour 
of the Ihe-philofopher, Wolftonecraft) has writ- 
ten and publiflied, in England, a land -jobbing 
book, intended to inveigle Europeans to carry their 



* I have infcrted this article as a proof on record, that the fta- 
ries which have been told in Europe, about yki^i^innocenct of the re- 
publicans of America, arc mere deceptionst 

perfons 
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pcrfons and property to Kentucky, where he ha* 
great trads of land. One recommendation, which 
this impudent fellow holds forth, is, the imwcence o( 
the people of that new country. For fuch a man to 
talk of innocence i^^ indeed, fomething curious; but, 
when my readers arc informed of the fori of inno- 
cence that the Kentuckians are famous for, they 
will not be furprifed at the euTogiums which ImTay 
has beftowed on it. I do not deal in loofe aller- 
tions : fa3s are my delight, and the lift of fails 
which I am now about to extradl from one^ a very 
Jhtall Kentucky paper, will give my readers a tolerable 
idea of the innocence of the fiiepberds and fliep- 
herdefles of that modern Arcadia. 

Utiderminings — Whereas \ am informed a certain 
George Adams, a pretended hatter, of the town of 
Lexington, has taken his hats to- the different court 
houfes in this State, and fold them as my manufac- 
turing: therefore, this is to notify the public, that 
I intend hereafter to put my name in each of my 
hats, to prevent the charafter of my Ihop being in- 
jured by any fuch perfon. John Lowry. 

Shuffling. — All perfons arc hereby forewarned 
againft taking an affignmcnt on a note, given by 
me to Nathaniel Logan, for eleven pounds ten 
fhilling&and elevenpence, which was to have been 
difcharged in corn and hay^ which I am at any tinie 
ready to do. Jerh. Strobe. 

Jockeying, — Whereas a certain Robert Cunning- 
ham obtained a note on me for tfcn pounds in the 
fwap of a- horfe : faid Cunningham warranted the 
horfe he gave to be found, which he is not ; I after- 
wards went to faid Cunningham in order to rue bar- 
gain, which he refufed to do. I therefore forewarn 
all perfons from taking an aflignment on laid note, 
as I am determined not to pay it. 

uiuguji ^i 1797. Jamk Clayton. 

Cheating. 

3 
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Cheating. — ^Whereas Benjamin Harrifon, of HEar- 
irifon county, did execute his bond to me, for a title 
to three hundred acres of land, lying in faidcoun- 
''ty, on the waters of Licking, on a creek called 
B&avcr Creek, bearing date, as near as I recol- 
lect; Auguft, 1795, which bond I afterwards (to 
wit, on Auguft 24th, 1796), affigned to Thomas 
Grigg: this is therefore to forewarn all perfons 
from trading for, or taking an affignment on faid 
bond, as I am determined not to be bound by laid 
aflignnoent, or relinquifh my title to faid bond, as 
faid Grigg has adted fraudulently with jcne, and w^iU 
not comply with his agreement. 

HamiltQn County^ Daniel RrcHARBSOH. 
IL W. Biver Ohio^ Jtify 26, 1797* 

Bruijingy Robbery, and^ perhaps. Whoredom* — 
Wheceas my wife Chriflina has lately craved furety 
of ihei peace againfi vie, on which account. I atn now 
coofiPQd in. the gaol of this county ; and as I un- 
derftand (and have good reafon to believe) that fhe 
takes the advantage of my confinement, to difpofe of 
fn^ property, and run me m deh : I do hereby fore- 
warn any perfon from dealing with her, or receiving 
any of my property from her on any pretence, as I 
fliall profecute all fuch with the utmoft rigour of the 
law. Terrence Smith. 

Bourbon County Gaol,Augttft 9, 1797. 

LibiKty ! ! ! — ^This vile paper, which calla on 
the guillotine to chop off the heads of ^11 tyrants, 
and foretells that then the flag oi freedom fhall be 
unfurled; this liberty paper contains no lefs than 
four advertifements, offering a reward for^ appre- 
hending runaway Jlav£sA ! — The following one i» 
a fpecimen. 

Run away from the fubfcriher, on Sunday night 
the 13th inftant, living near Niddle*s Mill on Hink- 

flon^ 
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of peftilcnce. To i^eturn to my Irilhmen : is an im- 
portation of paupers a thing to boaft of, at the very 
moment when our ftreets are filled with native beg-* 
gars ? If the New-Yorkers arc fo fond of them, in 
the name of charity lot them take them all to thcm- 
felves. It is but fair that thofe who are *^ enriched"^ 
with the emigrated ^^ minerals' Ihould take the live 
Hock into the bargain. 

Rujh and Tilton. — TVilmington (Del), Septemher 2«. 
Friend Porcupine, In reading thy paper of the 
19th inft. I took notice ofa curious obfervation made 
on a certain wry- faced incorrigible democrat, one of 
the medical puffers. To complete the flory, I will 
give thee a fhort fketch of a curious fa<5l (which hap- 
pened fome time paft in this place,) concerning this 
felf-confequent mercurial ghoft. 

There was a woman travelling from the Head of 
Elk to Germantown, and on her way her carriage 
was turned over, fhe thrown out, and very much 
hurt. She has fince returned from Germantown 
through Philadelphia, and made a flop at an inn in 
this borough ; the woman, overcome with fatigue, 
and a cold Ihe had taken, felt herfelf a little indif- 
pofed. 

This crooked-face quack was called in- As (bon 
as hefaw her^ hefaid he muft take fome blood, and 
I fuppofe if he had not got frightened, a good dofe of 
mercury would have enfued. 

But, fortunate for the poor woman, he happened 
to pufli up her fleeve a little, and difcovered a bruife 
on her arm, which Ihe received in her fall from the 
carriage. Alarmed at the appearance of her arm, he 
a(ked her if ftie had been to Philadelphia : the reply 
was, Yes. He immediately pronounced her complaints 
to be ihe yellow fever y made his efcape, and has not 
feen her fince. The good woman has recovered, 
and proceeded on her way home. There now lies a 

VOL. VII. o ^tfevv^ 



f 94 GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

perfon, a fmall diftance from the town, in a houfe 
(built for the reception of perfons coming here with 
the contagion), whom he pronounced to have the yel- 
low fever, but who, in fadt, has nothing but the 
common ague. Thine, &c. 

A. B. 

Another Puff. — Tn Brown's paper of laft evening 
appeared another of our *^ potent quack's'* bare* 
fyicodi puffs. — It was " A letter from Dr. Rujh to a 
correspondent in Newbury Port," giving his old ac- 
count of the yellcfw fever, and concluding with a 
draggednin compliment to a Mr. Coates. — ^Upon the 
very firft glance, it is evident that this letter was 
fent to Newbury Port on purpofe to be publifhed 
there, and then to be fent back here to make its ap- 
pearance among us through the channel, or rather 
through ihcjifik, of the quack-ridden Philadelphia 
Gazette ! All this buftle of letters, and addrefles, 
and prefcriptions, in the name of Dr. Rufli, is in- 
tended to make the duped world believe, that he is 
the oracle at Philadelphia, and that all the other 
phyficians are mere clyfl:er-pipe Dicks under him.— 
It is a cheap mode of acquiring fame, which he 
learned from the crafty old hypocrite Franklin. 
I wonder what Coates it is that the Do6lorhasgot in 
tow ? Some well-meaning man, I dare engage, 
whom he makes ufe of 2l^ ^Jlep in the ladder of his 
ambition, at the fame time that he cxprefles his con- 
tempt of his intelleds by making his court to him in 
a flrainof vulgar flattery. 

Bleeding. — ^Mr. Porcupine. Sir, I find my raf- 
cally hoftler has forgot the frequent injunctions 1 
have given him to mind his bufinefs, and has de- 
ferted his currycomb and brulh for the pen and 
ink. 

John is a very good man in his way, and under- 

fiands 
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ftands his bufinefs well , particularly the art of bleed- 
ing horfes. When I propofcd to my brethren to 
commence bulinefs as phylicians, I had an eye to 
John's abilities as a bleeder, and hinted to him my 
intention. Would you believe it, Mr. P — , that 
the rafcal, after reading my eflay in your paper, 
purchafed " Dr, Rii/h on the Yellow Fever y and has 
been fluflying ever fince, to my great lofs and mor- 
tification ? And now the wife illiterate thinks he 
can commence bufinefs for himfelf. But let him re- 
member that " Nefutor ultra crepidam^ — The cobler 
tnicft not go beyond his lafi. I obferve he is half a 
phyfician already, for he has got the cacoethes fcri^ 
hendiy and has obliged the public \Vith his firft me- 
dical eflay. 

Not contented with deferting my fervice, he ^p* 
pears defirous to prejudice the public againft me 
and my brethren, aflerting in ftrong terms that iwe 
are enemies to the noble fcience of blood-lettings 
This is abominable, and contrary to the truth ; fot 
I am, and (hall be, nolens volens, an advocate for the 
pradlice, and it is my creed that it will cure all diC- 
cafes — as our good allies the French have clearly 
proved in their pradtice. I have alfo another reafon 
for commencing the bufinefs of a phyfician : in fa6l> 
the villanous liquors my wine-merchant obliges me 
to fupply my guefl:s with, have lately caufcd in th« 
latter fevere andharlh expofl^ulations ; and, as I anj 
a confcientious man, I wifh to follow a quiet buli- 
nefs ; and I prefer that of the lancet, becaufe you 
know, Mr. P. that dead men never tell tales. 

As I have now cautioned your readers, and I con 
ceive the public, againfl^ my rafcally hoftler, 1 have 
to obferve to you, that a meeting of our bretlirea 
was held at my tavern laft evening ; when the bufi 
nefs I had recommended was very warmly approved ^ 
and a college was determined tp be held the enlu- 
iqg week, for the purpofc of taking out our diplo- 

o 2 \SA» 
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fcias,— And it was unanimoufly agreed to rcqueft 
K}n J. Redman Coxe to favour us with a prefatory 
Brat ion in praife of the noble fcience of blood-letting. 
BVe alfo voted a ftrious expoftulation to the public 
^n their prejudice againft the nev^^ practice, addreflcd 
to Dr. Rufhj the great patron of the art. 

As our refolves m\l appear in your paper^ I think 
it unnecefiary to ftate more at prefent, than that we 
re determined not to advertife the particular taverns 
^hcre compounds may be had, as we believed each 
bf our brethren was well qualified in that refpedl:. 
The fuperior merit of feme, who fell flalc porter, 
lead ciderj &c. will be foon difcovered by their re* 
edlive patients. 

I have already got my carriage newly painted, and 
save engaged a French hofllcr, whofe merits andj^^/f 
'^KQtd in the ufe of the lancet, are, I believe, unrivalled ; 
Dr I believe he was an eleve of Robefpierre*s, 

T have alfo hired a few nurfes^ whofe abilities I am 
srell acquainted with. They will never defert their 
patients, as I have engaged to fupply them conflantly 
rith excellent gin; and have alfo promifed thera the 
tillage of fuch of my patients as may be deter- 
lined to di&i 

I am J Sir, yours^ &c. 

A TAVERN-KEEPER* 

N. B, I rcqueft your interefl with fome of your 
brother printers^ who appear to me to have, if not 
ie yellow fever, a very irritable bilious complaint 

tlberiy md Equaliiy. — When this lovely brace of 
lifters landed on our fhores, with fmiles on their 
places, and the olive-branch in their hands, they 
?€re received with open arms. We looked with 
[the eyes of a lover, and every thing vki Paris was 
^charming. The Graces thcmfelves, had they vifited 
our fea-ports, would fcarcely have received more 
*ttention» All orders were emulous to prepare din- 
ners. 
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I ners, and eat the civic cake with their new giiefts. As 
[gentleman who had at leaft his fhare of national* 
philofophy, was enraptured with the new- comers, 
ind refolved, as he was fond of French faftiions, 
to introduce their etiquette into his family. A 
council was called, and Sambo invited among the | 
reft* " Children/* fays he, *' this is an age of re* | 
formation. We have improved upon the Englifh 
principles of education and government, and the^ 
French nation upon ours. It is fully proved we are all 
horn free and equal. I have adhered to the erroneous 
i^otions of our forefathers long enough. Hereafter I 
will lay afide commands and punifhraents* the in- 
ftrumcnts of tyrants, and you ftiall be governed by ^ 
reafon. Your own judgment, inftead of my fe verity, 
ihall corred your faults. It ihall be my part to re-^ 
queftj and yours to comply/' — ^' You berry good^l 
maffer ; I thanka you, malTer" fays Sambo, with a 
low bow- *^ I like your refolution/' fays Edward,^ 
the oldeft fon, who had long fighed for liberty.* 
** That's your fort," cried mafter Billy, clapping hisi 
hands. — Mifs Bctfy curtfeyed. — The wife, whofci 
claim to equality was already eftablifhed, wa^| 
pleafed with the anticipation of fomething more*^ 
All was joy and complact-ncy. A civic dinner en -5 
fued. A little difpute arofe about the propriety or 
Sambo's fitting at the table. None ftiowed re-- 
fcntment, or ufcd high words, but Betfy and het^ 
nia'am, who hililicd that liberty and equality werej 
never made for the negroes. Edward could not fec^ 
why black and white might not ftt as well togethec 
Tound a table as round a woman's head; and ob-* 
fcrvcd that tbefc colours, with alraoft every other^ 
had often been good companions on his ma^4m*a| 
head^drefs, Ned was a ftirewd fellow ; he forcfawi 
Sambo would foon rule the roaft, and wiftird tqi 
fecure his favour. The good man fettled the dlfput^ 
ty <i conciliatory propolition. The family were to 
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relentment, and liberty ai:id equality were echoed 
from each corner of the kitchen by the blacks. I 
need not relate the fequel. The gentleman nevet 
hears liberty and equality pronounced, without 
Ihaking his head : he has often declared he had ra- 
ther have the old boxers, Caftor and Pollux, in his 
houfe, and that he believed if they were allowed to 
run at large in our country, they would do more 
mifcbief than fword and famine. Liberty, uncon- 
trolled, experience proves to be one of the worft of 
tyrants ; accompanied with* good order and good 
laws, as Ihe was one of the firft fettlers of this 
country, may Ihe be found among its laft inhabit- 
ants ! I do not pretend to write for nations ; my peft 
is employed for family ufe. If you are a father, and 
your boy begins to prate about equality, take off his 
hat, hang it up as high as you can reach, and bid 
him do the fame with yours ; if he fays he is not tall 
enough, tell him to fay no more about equality, till 
he is of equal ftature with yourfelf. 

Infamous Orleans. — ^A fhort time before the in- 
famous Orleans, alias Egaliti, made his laft voyage 
to England, he became acquainted with the fon of 
Buffon the French naturalift. This young man, 
not yet nineteen years old, had been lately married 
to a beautiful young lady, whofe lively and pene- 
trating wit gave delight to all thofe who approach- 
ed her. The profligate Duke was fmitten with her 
charms, and imagined that he fhould draw more 
pleafure from the company of fo amiable a woman, 
than could poflibly refult from that of her huiband ; 
in confequence, he tried all that long pradlice of fe- 
dudlion could do to gain her confent : he painted to 
her imagination the various advantages which muft 
accrue to herfelf from a trip to England, and con-^ 
vinced her, at laft, that it was the moft prudent mea- 
ftire ihe could adopts 

o 4 ^x^ 
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Every neceflary precaution being taken, the con* 
fummate fcoundrcl procured a paflport for bimlelf 
and his attendants, including the lady, difguifed as 
a page, under a fi6litious name. The unfortunate 
and affedlionate hufband foon miffed his beloved 
fpoufe. In the delirium of boding apprehenfion, 
late as it was at night, he went from his dwelling to 
feek her at the houfe of a friend, where fhe bad 
faid fhe would fpend the evening. He found the 
family retired to reft ; he rapped a long time at the 
door : fomebody from within at length demanded 
his name and bufinefs. " Has my wife been here 
this evening ?" alked the trembling youth. " Wc 
have not fecn her this day.'* What can he now do ? 
love flill pleads in his bofom : he might have mis- 
taken the name of the pcrlbn fhe intended to vifit ; 
he therefore goes to another, and another ; and re- 
turns home at laft, haraffcd and diftreffed beyond 
defcription. Next morning he renews his refearches ; 
and, after being exhaufted with fatigue^ and the agi- 
tation of his fpirits, he, by chance, ftepped into the 
fliop of a milliner, to refl himfelf. Compaffioq for 
the diflrefs flrongly pi6)ured in his countenance, oc- 
cafioned her to inquire what ailed him. " I have 
loft my wife," faid the young man, ** and kno\y not 
where to find her." She dcfired him to defcribp 
her, which he did fo minutely, that fhe was enabled 
to put a flop to his further refearches. " She is gone 
off to England this morning," faid the milliner, 
^^ With the Duke of Orleans, in the difguife pf a 
page."—** That is impoffible.''— " It is a faA ; 
in this very houfe fhe changed her drefs."— The 
head of Medufa could not have produced a more 
inftantane,ous efFeft, than this intelligence did, on 
the mind of the unfortunate Buffon. He became 
raving diftradled, and his friends were, at laflji 
obliged to confine him in a mad-houfe. 
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Crim. Con. — ^Whereas the lubibnber having had 
bufinefs to trail lad to the weflward, at fome diflance 
from Philadelphia, twelve months ago, left his wife 
Elizabeth at board with Mr. Heinfman, taylor, in 
Second-ftreet, when on hjis return he found her very 
intimate and familiar with a certain Chriftian Swizer, 
who then lived with faid Mr. Heinfman. I fore- 
warned my wife to quit thele familiarities and in- 
timacies, which only ferved to provoke the fubfcriber 
worfe than ihe had done before, and their inter- 
courfes became more frequent. Irritated at their 
conduct, I propofed to feparate, which enraged the 
faid Elizabeth to fuch a degree, that fhe abufed me 
in a manner not to be borne with, which caufed me 
to give her a pufh and let her alone ; next day, by 
the inftigation of faid Swizer, I- was put to the cri- 
minal gaol, where I remained for fome time. During 
myfiay, all my furniture was carried off by her; 
matters were fettled between us in an amicable man- 
ner, and I propofed her going to Lancafter to fome 
of my friends, till I could fettle my affairs here, and 
join her. 1 paid her paffage, and gave her money to 
live upon till I (hould be in Lancafter ; but a couple 
of nailes from here, faid Swizer took her out of the 
ftage, and carried her to New-York, where they 
live together, and fhe ftyles herfelf Elizabeth 
Swizer. 

I hereby forewarn every perfon whatfoever tmft* 
ing her any individual on my account, as I am de- 
termined not to pay a lingle farthing for her from 
the a4th of March, when fhe ran away. 

October 5. John Haman* 



Wednesday, 27^^ September. 

Bleeding. — Mr. Porcupine, As you publifh the lu- 
cubrations of Tavern-keepers, I hope you will not 

reject 
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Tcje(?V a poor Hoftlcr ; for yon mult grant that I am 
the better man. I wait upon genteel horfes ; but be 
is the fervant of fervants, of every drunken^ raical- 
ly fcounUrrl who pleafcs to command him. 

But I will j[:rove this Tavern-keeper is both a fool 
and a devil ; and I am certainly the better man. He 
who prcfumcs to decide upon the difputes of phyfi- 
cians, upon the myfteried of a fcience he has never 
iiudicd, is an impudent fool ; and he is thcworfl of 
devils, who aticmpts to bring into difcredit the only 
Ibccefsful remedy in the prevailing epidemic, toin- 
creafe thofe fears, whicli have fent hundreds to their 
graves, toflrengthen prejudices, almoftinfurmount- 
able already, which are the greateft difficulties our 
phyficians have to encounter in the cure of the yel- 
low fever. 

A devil, nay, the prince of devils, he muft be^ 
who dares to ridicule that godlike philanthropifl-^ 
that faviouT of men, whofe omnifcient foul, whofc 
omnipotent genius difcovered this remedy, and whofe 
godlike benevolence induftrioufly, inceflantly la- 
boars to propagate it for the good of mankind. 

The Tavern-keeper ridicules blood-letting — I rc^ 
commend it, and how are the poor illiterate to de- 
termine what to do ? — Let them afk the phyficians 
— ^but they are as much divided as the Tavern-keep- 
er and myfelf :— one dodlor fays. If you bleed you 
will die ; another fays, You will die if you do not 
bleed. How then are we to a6l ? Attend to (a&s — 
leave metaphyfical invcftigation to phyficians, and 
oblcrvc which method of cure is mofl: fuccefsful. 

The Tavern-keeper knows that a pig dies by the 
lofs of blood when its carotids are opened ; there- 
fore he holds it dangerous to lofe blood at all ; and 
upon fuch profound ratiocination he condemns blood- 
letting, and would hazard his life if attacked by the 
yellow fever : we vulgar are fools for attempting to 
ifcafpn on a fubjedl we know nothing about^ 
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I 3(9: as a wife illiterate ought. Fails ^re my cri- 
terion. I fee that thofe only recover who are bled 
freely, which is fufRcient to determine me in favour 
of blood-letting. Dr. Rufti has faved my life by the 
lofs of eighty ounces in one day ; therefore, I am an 
advocate for the lancet, and all the chicanery of all 
the Tavern keepers in Philadelphia fhall not profe- 
lyte me. The merits of the lancet will be univer- 
laUy acknowledged before many years, in fpite of 
frejudicey fools^ and devils. 

I wifh the Tavern-keeper, Medicus Spedlatof, 
and all the enemies of the lancet, no other punifh- 
ment than a fevere attack of the yellow fever, and 
their liberty to ufe the lancet or not, which would 
either reform, or free the world of all ftupid quacks, 
and give free fcope to ihcjwordy the Jhield^ the ia«- 
ftrument of health, 

A Hostler. 



Thursday, 28*^ September. 

Rough Ufage left for Rebels, — Lloyd^ in his paper of 
this morning, begins a paragraph thus : ** The late 
•' Frederick King of Pruffia, though a tyrant^ had, 
^* in many parts of his character, the caft of a re- 
** fubUcan''* — Surely ! wonderful indeed ! — ^Juft' as 
if it were any news to tell us that tyranny and repub- 
licaniftn fometimes meet in the lame perfon. Tho- 
mas JVlifflin, Governor of Pcnnfylvania, is a repub- 
lican^ a moft furious one too ; and I defy Lloydy 
notwithftanding the learning he muft have ac- 
quired from his long ftudying in Newgate — I defy 
this republican jail-bird to bring me an inftance from 
the edidls of the moft unbearable tyranny of people 
being transported, without a hearings for no other 
offence than that of oppoling the execution of an 
prder to drag them or their wives and children to 

ail 
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an infected hofpital. So that when Newgate Lloyd 
is again inclined to treat his readers with &gacious 
remarks on this Itibjccl:, he may round the fentencc 
very prettily, as thus : <* Frederick, though a tyrant^ 
*^ had a call o(\hc republican; as Mifflin, though a 
*• repihhcan^ has the call of a tyrant T Thefe truths, 
which are indifputable, w ill go nearly to prove that 
modern republicanifm and tyranny mean one and the 
ferae thing. I am far from blaming Frederick or 
Governor Mifflin either. They may fay what they 
will of the latter being; this and that and the other : 
his condu6l towards *' Xhcfreejnen of Pennfylvania** 
Ibows him to be no 770 fool ?X any rate. He is a man 
of infight dLudiforefight. He has feen that mild uiage 
docs not fuit us ; and that, to keep us in due fubjec- 
tion, and make us perfe6lly fatisfied and perfedUy 
humble, we muft be roughed over a little now and 
then. 

" Tender-handed, prefs a nettle, 

*' And it flings you for your pains ; 
" Squeeze it like a man of mettle, 

^' And it foft as filk remains. 

•• Tis the fame with vulgar natures: 

" Ufe them kindly, they rebel ; 
** But be roujj as nutmeg-graters, 

'* And the rogues obey you well.** 

French Fraternity. — " We are," fays Adet, *' two 
nations made on purpofe to refpect and love each 
other.*' So it feems indeed ; for, by an account^ 
figned George Brown, publifhed in the New-York 
Gazette of ycfterday, it appears that the Ametican 
fchooner Lucy was met at fea by the French priva- 
teer L'Efpieglc, Captain Le Barron, and that thefaid 
dear Frenchman immediately ordered the Americans 
into irons I ! — This was a proof of his love. The 
dear fellow was afraid they might jump overboard 
and break their fhins. Nay, he extended his affec- 
tionate care to their eatables and drinkables, and 

(would 
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(would you believe it ?) even to their cajh / In Ihort, 
he difmifled bis dear allies in a perifliing condition, 
and they mufl: abfolutely have died of hunger, had 
they not been relieved by a Ihip from England, 
bound to Charlefton* 

Republijcan Bravery. — This brutifli behaviour io 
the charming Lucy has roufed the dormant valour of 
the N-eW' York Gazette. It breaks out in a ftyle of 
indignation truly republican. ^' The fame, yes, citi- 
** zens, the very fame Captain Le Barron^ we arc 
*' affured, has 2iwtfe in New-Jerfey. — Look to that^ 
" citizens!'' — Yes, look to her^ citizens. If you arc 
afraid of her hufband, you can beat her at any 
rate; though Til affurc you, that the job will be a 
tougher one than you may imagine. Every Frenchwo- 
man, from the queen to the fifh-fag, is an heroine 
This flie-citizen has curried Citizen Le Barron's hide 
a thoufand times ; and I dare fay he is \tx\ times 
more afraid of her claws than he is of all the guns of 
all our frigates. So mind what you are about, citizens^ 

This hedloring menace of the New- York Gazette 

again ft the Frenchman's wife, puts me in mind^of 

the old Englifh gafconade : ^ 

«* Father and mother, and I, 

" And two or three lufty men, 
" Beat a poor little boy 

" Till he could not go nor (land/* 



Friday, 29^^ September. 
Song at the Trinity Houfe. — The following excel- 
lent fong (which may probably be preferved in no 
other felecftion) was fung on Trinity Monday lafl: 
at the annivcrfary meeting of the Brethren of the 
Trinity Houfe, 

From Breft, Kales, or the Texel, France, Holland, or Spain, 
What have Britons to fear ? We defy all their powers ; 

Their ports are all block'd, they abandon the main, 
^ad commerce^ and conqueHi and freedom are ours. 
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With heroes of old, 
In ftory enrolled, 
Our brave fleets on the ocean proud rivalry hold ; 
And cannot the genius of England proclaim, 
Unfaded her laurels, untainted her fame ? 

Ah, no ! From the coaft what wild tumults we hear ! 

What outlandifli tieafons yon figuais dildofe! 
Our flag triumphs at fea, — no invat'cr is near, 

But our country's brave champions there league with her foes : 
Sec that mutinous band. 
With a parricide hand, 
Devote to dtftrudtion their own native land ! 
Not her bleft inftitutions could foften their rage, 
Their kind guardian in youth, their afylum in age. 

Bttt their reafon returns, the law fpoke not in vain— 

And the fpirit of juiHce, with mercy allied. 
Shall recall them to duty and honour again, 
And revive honefl fliame and wake r-?ncrou9 pride; 
Then fhall each faithful crew. 
To tht ir own colours true, 
Strike the blood-boleer'd flag of the defpcratc/fw/ 
Far aloof from the traitors the loyal withdraw. 
And leave obftinate guilt to the vengeance of law I 

Yc Pow'rs that o'er Albicn*s bleft ifland preflde, 

Still extend your protection, ftill govern her fate ; 
Let no Jacobin fyftem our union divide. 
No Gallic reformers new-model our State; 
Then like Britons old. 
In flory enro^lM, 
In no caufe but their country's our tars fliall be bold : 
Old Thames Ihall rejoice in his commerce rcftor'd, 
And his beacons replaced by the Trinity Board. 

Old Thames, &c. 



Saturday, 30^^ September. 

EJe&ioneering Fujf. — ^The following moft valuable 
piece is extracted from a Wilmington (DeL) paper 
of the 26th of Augufl lafl. 

" coroner's office. 

•* The fubfcriber once more retuins to his friends 

" His thanks for their favours that's paft, 
« And hopes that one day he w/// make them amends^ 

" So wiflies their favours to laft. 



€( 
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** For one other term is all he defires 

*' The Coroner*s office to crave : 
« And if he ihould live for to fee it expire, 

** Again then his thanks they (hall have. 

*' He knows of no harm that as yet he hath done, 

** But his office did well execute; 
** And if he fhould get it again, will flill fhua 

*« Such way that might hurt his repute. 

** He hopes at this time that from him they'll not take 

** It aw^y, for to give to another ; 
•* Then them he'll ne'er leave, nor ever forfake, 

** But efteem them like friends, or like brother^ 

** Now, for to conclude, pray don't think me rude, 

'* Believe me 'tis not my intention 
** For you to offend ; fo an ear to me lend : 

** My name in jour tickets pray mention. 

f^ But to come to the point. 
** The (uhfcriber begs leave to return his friends, 
the public in general, his moft humble thanks 
** for their paft favours, in conferring on him 
" the office of Coroner in times paft, and humbly 
^ begs a continuance of their favours at the next ge- 
" neral eleftion ; which favours, together with the 
^ *^ paft, fhall for ever be moft gratefully acknow- 
'* ledged, by the public's moft obedient humble 
*' fervant, Francis Janvier." 

Among ^11 Citizen Grey*^ fchemes of eledlion r^- 
form, I do not recoUedl that he made any propofal 
refpefting the addrefles of the candidates being in 
rhyme. It is certainly one of the moft confpicu- 
ous improvements we have made in the fyftem of 
election, and therefore it is a great wonder it efcaped 
him. 

'^ But to come to the point.^^ 

Does not this promife, ^^ he will make them amends*^ 
amount to a kind of bribery ? Take care. Citizen Jan- 
vier, or you will difgrace the fyftem of univerfal fuf- 
frage.— Good Heavens ! what fortof a fyftem muft that 

be 
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be in pra<flicc where ciindidates for ele£live offices 
addrrfs ibe elciflors in a llraiii of abjuft crawling 
flattery J conveyed in the mofi mifcrable doggrel ! 



Monday, %^ October* 

Beggars ami Fagahouds. — I in fort the follQ\Ying ar- 
ticle by way of proof, that vagabonds and beggars 
are not unknown in this rcpuWican country. 

New-Brunjwkk (N, J.J, Seff. a 6. — ^The recent 
attempt to fet fire to this city is of a very alarming 
rature, a»d ihould excite every perfon to the exdrcife 
of vigilance. Little doubt remains but that many of 
the fires which of late have been fo frequent in the 
United States, have been the effeft of defign. In 
fbme inflances the fires proceeded from accident, 
but moft of them may be fairly afcribed to preraedi- 
lated villany. It becomes us therefore to be on 
our guards and to ufe the means in our power to 
prevent llich difafiers in future. The mofl likely way 
of accompli tiling this end is, to put the law liri£lly 
into execution againft ftragglers, vagabonds^ and 
beggars. Our ftreets arc crowded with perfons of this 
defcription, who have no vifible means of gaining a 
livelihood. Let it therefore be our bufincis, as it 
certainly is our duty and intereftj to apprehend all 
ftrollersj and perfons who cannot give an account of 
tliemfclves, and take them before a magiftrate to 
be dealt with according to law. It would be a pru* 
dential meafure, and attended with falutary effects. If 
innkeepers and others who entertain Grangers, would 
make report of all fufpicioos characters to lomc juftice 
of the peace, officer of the corporation, or conflable* 
If fuch Geps be purfued in addition to the police of 
the city, we fhali fleep in quiet in our beds, and be 
in no danger trom incendiaries, plunderers, and 
robbers, Civis, 

Thornton^ 
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Thornton, the Lcmgtcage-maker. — I have, on feve- 
ral occalions, fpoken of this defpicable wretch. He 
is a Scotchman ; was brought up in the Weft Indies, 
where he long poflefled a little plantation (in Bar- 
badoes), and fome Jlaves. Having become rather 
poor^ he naturally became enamoured of the Rights 
of Man, and as naturally fhipped himfelf off to 
thcfe regions, where thofe bleflcd rights were firft 
difcovered. Being arrived here, he fet himfelf to 
work to difcoverlbme means of ingratiating himfelf 
with his new countrymen ; and finding a ftrong pre- 
lucjicc prevailing againfl Great Britain, he bethought 
himfelf of a fchemc by which he could at once flatter 
th^t prejudice, and indulge his own unnatural ha- 
tred againft his country. But, as the moft fpiteful 
a^iimals are, God be thanked ! alfo the moft impo- 
tent, this defpicable creature could think of nothing 
but a foolifn projedl for aboliihing the ufe of the 
Englifli language in America. He publifhed a 
book on thcfubjeft; for which book, that club 
bf illiterate Jacobins called The American Philofo- 

rhical Society gave him the gold medal of 1793. — 
fliall now infert the preface of this flupid book: 
it will ferve a^ a record of the folly and bafenefs of 
the times, as well as of Thornton and Jhc Philofo- 
phLcai fcoundrels of Philadelphia. 

" To the Cili%enS'of North America. 

" My dear Countrymen, 

" In presenting to you this fmall work, I feeklefs 
the gratification of obtaining your favour, than of 
rendering myfelf ufeful ; and if the benefits I con- 
template Ihould be derived from my labour, I fhall 
enjoy a fatisfadtion which death only can termi- 
nate. 

*' By the grandeur of char^<5ler that h^s fo long 
iiftinguiftied you, and by which you have, in many 
inftances, been carried over ancient prejudices 

VOL. VII. p to 
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to the full attainment of perfection, a hope is in- 
fpircd that your exertions will fiill be directed to 
lead the minds of others from the influence of erro- 
neous cufiom to the adoption of jult principles. You 
have already tauglit a race of men to rejeft the 
impofifion of tyranny* and have fet a brilliant 
example, which all will follow when realbn has af- 
fumed her fway. You have correfted the dangerous 
doctrines of European powers ; correal now the lan- 
guages you have imported : for the oppreiTed of va- 
rious nations knock at your gates, and deiire to be 
received as your brethren. As you admit them, fa- 
cilitate your intercourfe, and you will mutually enjoy 
the benefits. The American language will thus 
be as diftinft, as the Government free from all the 
follies of unphilofophical fafhion, and refiing upon 
truth as its only regulator. I perceive no difficul- 
ties : if you find any, I truft they are not without 
remedy. If my ignorance has led me into errors, I 
Ihall confidcr their corre6tionas an a6l of friendfhip ; 
for I ihould lament, if, while feeking to enlighten 
others, I Ihould be walking in darknefs myfelf. 

*' With the fincerefl: wiflies that your principles 
of felf-government and equality may extend them* 
fclves over the whole earth, making you thereby a 
clofely allied part of the great family of man> and 
wifhing you continual increafe in knowledge, and 
your eternal falvation, I fubfcribe myfelf with much 
fatisfadllon, 

** Your afFeftionate fellow-citizen, 

" The Author." 
The book contains a tranflation of this preface, 
from which it will not be amifs to quote a phrafq 
or two : 

My dear countrymen ; 

Mai diir kuntrimen. 

V 
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l^my Ignorance has led me into ; 
If mai ignorans haz led mi intu, 
Ifubfcribe myjelf\ 
Ai fobfkraib maifelf. 

ViQiire of France hy a Frenchman^ from a French 
Paper called the Quotidienne. — " France wifhe? 
for peace — France wifties to fee an end to the revo- 
lution : both are neceflary for her. Thefe are the 
Eredominant traits in her picture ; for who knows 
er well enough to paint her as fhe is ? How Ihould 
a foreigner know France, when France does not 
know herfclf ? Befides, how is any body to know a 
country, in which all the political, religious, moral, 
and civil inftitutions have been annihilated, moft 
of the monuments deftroyed, private fortunes ruined, 
and in which even the inhabitants themfelves are no 
longer cognizable, except by their frivolity and their 
courage ; a country, in (hort, in which every thing 
has been changed, in which every thing is new, and 
which no obferver has yet travelled over ; a country 
moreover, whofe furface is fo changeable, in fuch 
conftant motion, that it prefents no fixed objedl to 
the eye but mfery ; and that a pi6lure which would 
be ftriking to-day, would ceafe to be a likenefs to- 
• morrow ? Yet every man pretends that he fees very 
clearly what France is, becaufeeach individual views 
it through the prifm of his paffions ; and the pic- 
ture always fecms to be like to every man, who re- 
cognifes his own features in it. 

*• The infolence of upftarts, the profligacy of 
both fexes, the credit of projiitutesy their gold and 
their diamonds contrafled with the rags of the wretched 
creditors of the State; thedefpair and felf-deflrudlion 
of a crowd of unfortunate beings, reduced to the 
moft dreadful diftrefs ; the manoeuvres and infatiate 
. cupidity of ftock -jobbers s^nd monopolizers ; all the 
readful confequences of an unbridled paflion for 
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gaming ; the government without means ; their cx- 
haufled treafury, and their impotence to refirain 
the moft horrid diforders ; intrigue and money not 
only difpofing of all places, but even dire3mg the 
fentences of courts of ju/ilce \ parties diftinguilhed, 
one by its rage, .a fccond by its apathy, a third by its 
machiavdifm ; wickednefs anticipating puberty; 
audacious crime aifuming the malk of timid mo- 
defty ; in fhort, affaflination, pi under* of every kind, 
the moft atrocious manners, and not a fingle effort, 
not a fingle dike to refirain this inundation of vice : 
— fuch is the picture of France ! , 

** The Frenchman who cheriflies his country, 
wiflics to reje<5l the fears of a doubtful futurity ; but 
• how can he rejedl them, when his ear is inceflfantly 
aflTailed with the moll affliiHve recitals ; when the 
hirtory of each day prefcnts new exceflTes or new 
n^isfortunes i when there no longer exifis either a re- 
ftraint upon debauchery, education for youth, or 
relief for indigence; when efiablifhments of every 
kind, ti)c happy fruits of civilixation, remain in a 
fiate of demolition, without a fingle attempt to re- 
build them ; when Paris, carelefs about the events 
of the war, is only intcrefted in the adventures of 
an aclrefs, or in the fefes of fomc fuccelsful fpecu^ 
lator, who has fiiddenlyjquitted his ibop for a pa- 
lace ; when the Dire(5?©ry daily delivers a moft 
alarming account of the fi^oances ; and when, with 
upwards of tiventy ihmfand laws, with numerous 
armies, and with a power unlimited, they are un- 
able to di (charge the j^/y? ^/w/y <')fa government, by 
enfurmg thefafety of individuals */" 

Tuesday, 



* A pidure dravvu in a more malkrly manner than the above, 
I Aq not recoJieft to have fcen. It is elcgnt, pcrfpicuous, ftrong, 
and itrue ; c]uaiicies that rarely meet in a hcerary delbription.. 

Such 
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Tuesday, 3^ October. 

Pafiottj and his Pq/t-office. — In my Gazette of laft 
Saturday I apologized to my Wefiern and Southerm 
fubfcribers for the delay of the papers, which fhould 
have gone away by Friday's mail, promiiing at the 
fame time to account for the failure. This promife 
I am now going to fulfil. 

The papers were fent to the Poft-office by a lad, 
who returned with them about three quarters of an 
hour after he went from home, telling me that they 
were too late for the mail. I was much furprifed, 
Imving attended to the difpatching of them myfelf, 
and being certain that, according to the watches in 
the houfe, they went away in very good time. 

I fent my clerk to Mr. Patton (alias Captain Pat- 
ton), the Deputy Poft-mafter, to know the reafon of 
the rejedtion of my papers. He alleged no other 
reafon than that of their being too late ; adding, that 
thofe for the Southern mail were too late by Jixteen 
minutes y and thofe for the Weflern one, hy Jive mi- 
nutes. 



Such is the piftiire of France. Such is the (late into which the 
Taunted revolution has plunged that once flonrifliing. qnd happy 
country. Such is the horrid republic, for which the filly people 
of France have been led, ftep by ftep, to truck their ancient mo- 
narchy, giving their wealth, their religion, their national honour, 
aad millions of lives to boot ! and yet, fcanda'ous to relate 1 this 
abominable exchange is a theme oF congratulation with many per- 
fons in America ; and, what is fornethlng perfe6tly prepofterous 
thefe people pretend at the fame time to be exclufively the friends 
of the French. Their friendfhip, Ht is evident, is confined to the 
wretches who tyrannize over ths^t unhappy land ; to the robbers, 
the murderers of the people. They live in hopes of imitating them 
on this fide the water , and it cannot be too often repeated, that 
Uolefs the friends of order, religion, and the i^overnm *nt, fliow 
much more a<Etivity and zeal than they have hitherto done, imitate 
Jhemthey will, and will render America a refeaibla^ce o( what 
f f^nge now is. 

? 3 It 
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It is to be obferved that the Pofl-office has fixed on 
no ftandard clock, by which />, as well as we^ are 
to be regulated. The fecond-hand watch of Ibme 
clerk is the regulator of this important department 
of the public bufinefs. On the precarious pace pf 
its ruOy wheels depend the circulation of intelli- 
gence, the operations of trade, the communications 
of fricndfhip, and the intercourfe of love. 

While time is in fuch hands, it cannot be hope4 
that it will be diftributed with much impartiality. 
But it is not the time I am inclined to difpute about. 
I ftiall admit as a truth (though I fincerely believe 
it to be a falfehood), that my papers were fome of 
them jfive and others Jixteen minutes too late; and 
Ihall contend that, even if this were the cafe, the 
Poft-mafler had no right to refufe to receive them. 

The Poft-office regulations refpeding newfpapers 
(of which I (hall fay more hereafter) were fettled, 
when the office was held in Front-ftreet, within a 
few hundred yards of the dwellings of the printers. 
It is now removed a mile at Icaft farther off. To 
know then, whether, in jufiice, they could refufe to 
admit my papers, the reader has only to determine 
\i\\Q\\\tx Jixteen minutes is too long a fpace to be al- 
lowed for the travelling of a mile, with a loaded 
wheelbarrow. 

It may be faid that the office was removed by conr 
fent of the Poft-mafter- general. This is probably 
true;. but if he were to remove it to the banks of 
Schuylkill, or to Chefler, am I to follow it, and ftiU 
be nailed down to the fame time ? For what pur- 
pofe was the office removed ? For the fafety of Cap» 
tain Patton and liis precious democratic troop, and 
for that alone. The removal, and every regulation 
attending it, is of great public inconvenience, and 
even injury. Every man in trade, remaining in 
town, has to tramp up to the commons, wet weather 
pr dry weather, not only tp get his l^tter^, but to fee 
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if there be any for him. Perhaps he walks ten miles 
before he gets a letter that ought to coft him but two- 
pence. This regulation is to guard againft the run- 
ners catching the fever, and bringing it to the Poft- 
office ; but it is furgotten by the public, that this re- 
gulation is*, to the healih of the dty^ one of thcmoft 
dangerous that ever was adopted* It brings a crowd 
of people round the walls of the new Poftofficej 
from every hole and corner of the city and fuburbs. 
While the courts of jufiice and thehoufe of God are 
fhut up for fear of propagating the diforder from an 
aflemblage of perfons ; round Captain Patton's fhop 
ihey arc ft]oeGzingjand fhoving, andiweating in the 
prcfs ; lending out brecxcs of breath as hot as firc^ 
with their mouths not three inches ^'om each other. 
ThePoft malter's men are iu no danger. They take 
good care to keep a glafs window between them and 
the fuppl leant crowd. 

Were a regulation of as great, or greater public 
inconvenience and danger than this, adopted for the 
prefervation of men zvbq/i lives are ofgreaiimporfa?tce 
$Q fhe mfion, the magnitude of the objeft would re- 
concile one to hs immediate evils : but who and 
what are the perfons to whole fafety and eafe luch a 
vaft public facrifice is' now made ? The Poft-office 
Clerks ! the mere tellers of letters ; the tiers up and 
markers of packages ! The utmoft llretch of talents 
that is required in them is, to be able to count their 
fingers with accuracy, and to difringaifli the letters 
of the alphabet one from another. And is it to 
guard againft the lots of fagacious animals like thefc^ 
that half the people in the city are to put up with the 
grcateft inconveniences^ and that the whole city is 
continually to run the riik of contagion ? 

However^ to return to my own cafe: if the whole 
city do fnbmit to thefe great inconveniences, and if 
the whole Poft-office troop and their Captain are 
thus indulged on account of the calamity, which 
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aflfcc^s every man more or lefs, is it right that they 
Jhmld hold us down to a moment ? If we fubtnit to go 
a mile three or four times a day to accommodate 
them, are v/e, in return, to be driven away if five 
minutes too late, like flaves from the prefence of s^ 
Bftlhaw ? 

\inecejjlty could have been pleaded ; if the mails had 
been gone or jujt going ; then the cafe would have 
been different. But thefe papers (amounting to 
about a thoufand in number), which were rejected 
2Xfivc miyiutes after five inXliQ afternoon, did not go 
away till the next morning at feveii o^ clock ! 

1 he learned Clerks^ after the calculations and la- 
hoTioyx^ fiudies of the day, wanted to take ap airing 
to renovate the faculties of their minds, and fo my 
thoufand fubfcribers were dilappointed. The faft 
is, the invariable condu6l of thefe people proves, 
that they look upon every one that has any thing to 
do with them, as under their command ; and I dare 
fay, when Patton rolls his dead-looking eye over 
the city, he feels the fame agreeable fenfations as a 
farmer does in looking over his grazing herd. 

But there is fomething bcfides the infolencc of of- 
fice to which I attribute the rejection of my papers, 
in fo unwarrantable a manner — the politics aad 
private views of the Deputy Poft-mafler. 

Having proved that Patton bad no right to rcjeft 
my papers in the manner he did on Friday laft, 1 
fhall now proceed to ftate fome facSls, which, I am 
perfuadedj will pretty clearly account for his con« 
dua. 

It has long been talked of publicly, and 1 have" 
never heard it contradi6ied, that Patton, the Deputy 
Pofl'-mafter of Philadelphia, was m partnerjhip with 
old Brown ; and every circumflance on whicfh a 
judfzment can be formed, tends to prove, that this 
connexion is continued with the/on^ 

How 
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How dangerous this is to the interefts of all the 
other printers^ may be eafily imagined. For inftance ; 
the New-York papers come in on Saturday, and 
are not delivered out till Monday; but the Poft- 
laafter, having them in his polFeHion, may examine 
them over, and, if he finds any thing of importance 
in them, may hand them to his partner, if he has 
one, who will compofe his paper on Sunday, and 
have it out on Monday morning before the other 
printers get the news into their poffelfion. — An in- 
fiance in which this game was futpciStcd, happened 
about four months ago. Brown had his paper out 
by feven -o'clock in the morning, a few minutes 
after we had got the papers that contained the news* 
Claypoole was fully convinced of the trick, ar>d fo 
was Fenno ; and if they had had fpirit enough to join 
me, the matter would at that time have been lifted 
to the bottom. 

Sea-papers, and letters alfo, muft ever be at the 
difpofal of a Poll-mafler ; and if he be a printer too, 
can it be imagined that he will not give himfelf the 
preference ? For inftance : I have files of the True 
Briton fent me from London. They are put inro 
the Poft-office at Ncw-York/eaJed, but they always 
come to me open. One of the packets I received was 
accompanied with a letter, mentioning the number 
fent, and I found tlmtjeveral of them had been fur- ' 
lo'tned. I do not fay that they were fiolen at our 
Poft-officc ; but, if a man be a partner in a paper, 
and he fee a packet of London papers, for whofe 
contents the public are anxioufly awaiting, he will 
feel a flrong temptation to peep into them, and even 
to take them into his keeping; or he will moft 
likely borrow them for an hour or two, //// he or his 
partner has gutted them. The honeft and pundlual 
Poft-mafter will then return you your papers, juft 
as a fquirrel throws away the ftiell after having ex- 
JraiSlcd the kernel. 
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I could mention fcvcral other ways in which fuch 
a connexion mufl operate to the difadvantage of every 
printer except the partner. In fadl it is evident, that 
where a partnerfhip of this nature fubfifts, no fuch 
thing as impartiality from the Pofl-maiter can be 
expe6ied ; but in no other way can he fo eflentially 
injure his competitors as in the managentmt of their 
papers fcnt by the mail. He can't hinder a paper of 
merit from getting fubfcribers. The intelligence, if 
not quite fo early, ever}' paper makes fhift to come 
at ; but it is in his power to delay, and even defiroy 
the packages for the country, and by that means 
cut off the fubfcriptions : and when it is recolledled 
that every fubicriber he deprives another of, may 
come to his own lift, it will not be thought very 
fcverc to fuppofe, that he w^ill lofe no opportu* 
nity of exerciling this fart of his office. 

I very early difcovered what I conceived to be a 
plot againft my paper; and what, I believe, the 
public will look upon in the fame light. I found, 
* from repeated complaints, that my papers always 
reached the eaftern Ihore of Maryland one day after 
Browns. This caufcd me to make inquiries at the 
Poft-office. I fent my papers at 12 o'clock, and my 
clerk was repeatedly told that he was doing right. I at 
laft put the queftion on a piece of paper ; it was pre- 
fented at the hole, and the anfwer was. You are doing 
right. Notwithflanding all this, it foon afterwards 
appeared that I was doing wrong ; and that Brown's 
papers were admitted the fame evening they were 
printed. 

But this was only a fort of prelude tp ihe grand 
fcheme: About fix weeks, or perhaps two months 
after my paper began to travel, there came to me 
one Rofettc (I believe this is his name), a French-* 
man, recommended, as he faid, by Mr. Patton. 
'i'hib ^)r(>jc(Star was going, he faid^^ to eftaWilh art 

I »j^^^ 
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iiffict for the folding and tying up nevvfpapers for the 
mail. I was rather ftruck at the oddity of the infti-^ 
tution ; but the flan no longer appeared ridiculous, 
when I found that my Mounfeer had been firft ia 
\S\tfervice of Vatton^ then in that of Brown^ and that 
he had quitted the latter for no faulty and with no 
other view than that of compaflibnately taking other 
people's papers, as well as Brown's, under his pack- 



ing care. 



I did not like his coming from Brown ; nor was 
Patton*s recommendation much more in his favour. 
I refufed to have any thing more to do with the 
Mounfeer. The other printers (all except Clay-r 
poole, I believe) gave into the fcheme ; and Patton, 
after having twice preffed me to accede in 'vain^ 
brought the Parlez-vous along with him to my 
houfe, and they both made ufe of every perfuafion 
in their power to induce me to give out my papers. 
I very plainly told them that I had many objedions 
to it ; but that one was never to * be got over ; and 
that was, I never would fubmit the lift of my fuhfcrih- 
frs to the examination of any perfon from under my 
own roof, and that there was an impropriety particu- 
larly ftriking in putting thofe lifts into the hands of 
a Frenchman. 

Now, if Patton had no interefted motive in this, why 
Ihould he take this man from his own office, and then 
^gain from Brown, to recommend him to the printers ? 
Why fhould he trouble himfelf to wait upon me, to 
prevail on me to give my Hfts and my papers into 
the hands of this man ? Was it that he faw my pa- 
pers were badly put up, and wrong diredled, and 
that he was afraid IJhouId lofe my fubfc fibers from it? 
Or was it, that, by gettirig them into the clutches of 
a creature of his own, he thought he fhould be able 
to reduce my enormous packages to 2ireafonablefi^ey 
and give the poor Philadelphia Gazette a chance, at 
|caft, for its life .^-r-Thefe queftions the reader will 
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be able to anfwer when he is in poffcfiion of another 

ha. 

The Mounfeer opened his oj^ce in an alley nev 
. the bottom of Arch-ftreet ; but, lince the Poft-officc 
has been removed a mile and more from me and iicjXn 
Claypoole, brother Rofetle has removed alfo ; and to 
where, think you? Why, to the Pojl^ office itjelf^ 
where he has an apariment alloiied for the doing up! 
of his papers ! So that while my papers are rejected 
for being^fi;^ minutes too late^ wliile this rigour is ex- 
ercifed to\vards roe, who give conftant employment 
to twenty people, who pay thirty or forty pounds a- 
ycar direct taxes, and whofe letters amount to at leaft 
forty pounds a-year more 5 while I am treated with 
this rudenefs and feverity, a Frenchman, whom no- 
body but Patton knows, whofe name was never oo 
a tax>gathercr's lift, and who is of no more confe- 
quence in the country than a rat or a worm, is fur- 
niihed with an aj^artmerit at the public expenfe ! Does 
this look like impartiality y or does ^t look like part^ 
mrjhtp f 

There is no ncceflity for faying another word on 
the indecent and barefaced condudlof the Deputy 
Poft-maflcr. The fa6fs which I have related, he 
dares not deny, and 1 leave the public to draw the 
conclufion. He may poffibly deny his partnerfhip 
with Brown, though 1 hardly think he will ; and as 
to his connexion with Rqfette^ the thing is too clear 
to admit of denial. 

How convenient it is for him and the Frenchman 
to fit and amufe themfelves in looking over the lifts 
of the fevcral printers ! What fine ^^ guillotine game* 
they would have found in mine 1 and how eafy it is 
for the Parlez-vous to make a miftake now and then, 
9iV\Afend on Brown's paper^ while thofe of others are 
left behind ! Any man may make a miftake now and 
then, and efpecially When there is important news^. 
All things confidcred, it was, and is, a very pretty 

2 liule 
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Utile infiitiition, and, I make no doubt, wjll tura 
out very much I0 the advantage of the founder. 

So much, Mafter Patton, for rejedliiig papers that 
are jive niinules too late by your clerk's battered 
watch. 

Reprefentatrce Government, — The following para- 
graph, which is well worthy of attention, is taken 
from the New -York Daily Advertifer: — In this en- 
lightened age and country, a man can purchafe mil- 
lions of acres, orpoilcfs millions of dollars in tfic 
public funds ; nay, he can materially influence the 
public affairs of a free andextenfive republic, while 
iiis folemn written prom'ifes (for notes of hand are to be 
fo confidered) for fums to an incalculable amount, 
are of leis value than two (hillings and fixpence in 
the pound; while he is carelefs of his chara6ler, 
and fufiers his creditors to call upon him repeatedly 
in vain. There are fuch men, on whom the intereft 
and reputation of the United States have for forae 
time depended, and ftill depend. By their means 
we are eflecmed by foreigners a nation of /peculators. 

jimerican Degradatiofu — Captain Dunbar, arrived 
a* Bofton from St. Croix, was boarded by a French 
privateer from Guadaloupe. After the ufual cere- 
mony of robbery, infult, &c. &c. had been gone 
through, the French Citizen Captain was preparing 
(o difmifs Dunbar, but prev-iouily he thought pro- 
per to difembarrals himfclfof forae people be had 
taken out of the Favourite of Baltimore, by putting 
them on board Captain Dunbar. Among others, he 
wifhed to get rid of the Captain, Sciflbn, and Mr. 
Taylor the fuperrargo, but they infilted on remain- 
ing to lee the fate of their proj)erty ; whereupon the 
Frenchman, our dear ally ^ gave them a hearty jf?-?^- 
£ing ; and fent them and Captain Dunbar otf with 
SL curfe on their country, and avowing his. determi- 
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nation to rob every American veflel that cotild not 
be made prize of. 

Our alliance with France, which is celebrated an- 
nually in feveral parts of the United States, is the 
'firft, I believe, that was ever flrengthened hy floggings 
I have heard a Frenchman lately infift, that the 
Convention faw tliat they muft inevitably lofe our 
fricndftiip unleft they began to punifh us. We arc 
looked upon by them as a Ruffian looks upon his 
bride. Nothing enfures our afFedtion like a good 
baftinado. 

We have for years pad been muttering curfes be- 
tween our teeth, againft thofe abominable mifcreants 
Santhonax and Vidor Hugues. Well, after all this, 
we have lately feen a number of Americans addrejf- 
ing the former on his departure from France, on his 
vacating his throne of tyranny ; and as to Vidor 
Hugues, his praifes have of late been very familiar in 
the mouths of our patriotic Captains. 

If this fame flogging Captain were to land in 
America (and hrmg money with him) ; if he were to 
fettle in fome oi our towns ; nay, in the very town of 
Baltimore ; not only would he be fuftercd to remain 
in the peac cable enjoyment of his plunder, but he 
would be carefled and flattered, and citizened into 
the bargain. Barney did lefs to merit a civic f^ 
tivah 

American Meelincfs .--^xovsi Portfmouth (N. H.), 
a famous fans-culotte town, there is an account of 
the temporary capture of the brig Brothers, Captain 
Kennard, by a fraall French fchooncr. The ally 
robbed Captain Kennard of every thing that one 
would think it poflible to take away, and, to prove 
his high fenfe of the alliance exifling between the 
two nations, he obliged Captain Kennard's men to 
hoift out his long-boat, and carry the plunder to the 
privateer* 

There 
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There is a fort of protcll refpcillng this aliys con- 
d\}&, figiicd by the Captain^ the mate, and one of 
thefcamen ; and it concludes with the following cu- 
rious rpcciraen of republkan fyafhenefs i 

** The laft compliment fmm them was. Damn your 
'* Pr eft dent ^ damnyrjur Cmigrefs^ and all America^ ft^r 
** making a treaiy zvUb Great Briiain, 

'* After this, Captain K. hoifted hi his boat 
" with a deal of trouble, and proceeded on his paf- 
*' fage to lament his cruel 7iJ}ige^^ 

There's a Chriftian-like Captain for yon ! Not a 
curie, you lee, for bis brother ally ! He laments his 
cruel ufagc ; whines like a child wliipped. And i^ 
this the lofty, ftubborn, unyielding fpirit of repub* 
licanifm, about which we have been lb long bored ? 
Is this that independent I'pirit that could not brook 
the flighteft ft retch of authority from the Britifh 
King and Parliament ? or is it the fpirit of humility, 
of degeneracy, of Taflklage and flavery ? 

Even the very fentences in which this poor fallen 
tar conveys his plaints^, he takes care to fcatter with 
terms of cxcufe for his oppreflbrs. He calls the pri- 
vateer a pirate ; thereby hinting that the violence 
committed on him was not authorized ]>j our dear 
allies. But this is falfe. The French privateers are 
all duly commiffioncd from theGuvernment; and, 
as if taking our vcffels into French ports were not 
fufficicnt to convince us of this, they feldom neglect 
repeating to thofe they plunder, that tkey are ordered 
fo to do. Yet all this won't do. We muft hunt af- 
ter an excufe for them, which they fcorn to accept 
of. Wc want to hide our buffets and infults from 
the world ; but they are refolved we fhall not. 

lam certain^ after all that has happened, all the 
unheard-of, the terrible degradation \ve have fuf- 
fercd: after all this, I am certain that it wants only 
a fmile on the part of France to heal over every 
things There would be no talk of rejitution^ or 

com^efjfatkn^ 
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fompcnfatim. The 25 millions of dollars we flioald 
give 'ip v:\xh joy. Wc arc looking to France, not 

ioTJu/li'e, but lor pardon \ and fo humble and beat 
down is the public mind, that any terms ihort of 
abfoluti: hanging vtould be acceptable *• 

Wednesday, 4^ October, 

Affffricnn Compt'JjJofi, — An impariliil writer in the 
Kcvv-York (iazrU«: obferves : "What a glorious 
•* thing was llie amendment of the political llate of 
** France J while it l!*id for its folc object thecorrec- 
" tion of abufc^, aiul the tncliorathn of the civil and 
*^ focu:! flute of its ptople! What a horrid fpedtacle 
** \\n% the revohilion exhibited lince it has been con- 
" du4!t(*d by ambition, cruelty, revenge ^ and all the m- 
•* fcrmd fiiffioHS r — That is to fay : The revolution 
was all v< T) well while it was pulling down the king, 
tlic rluird), nnd the nobles, and cvcr\' thing elfe that 
X\\c/ltiunch fi^'hii^s took it into their Ikulls not to ap- 
prove of ; but the moment this *' ^/or;oz^" revolu- 
tion began to toucli iheujfelvcs, then it was a'very 
bad, a •' horrid thin?!;." — To feel for others, people 
miifl be made to ft cl themfclves. This is all perfectly 
right. The nobles, the infulted and bufFetted cler- 
gy, and even the poor royalift peafants, were, ift 
the bittrreft of their diftrefs, the objeds of the con- 
tempt and ridicule of great numbers in this country. 
The public papers teemed with outrages levelled 
againfl: them. Our turn is now come. We arc 
Toblxjd, buffetted and fpit upon> while they arc 
cither fettled in fome hofpitable clime, or have found 
a Ihclter in the grave. 



* How completely have noy words been verified ! — Novena- 
ber 1800. 
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BJojpiaJe of Cadiz. — Bo/ton^ 2^fh September. ** A 
" corredt riew, or plan, of the blockade of Cadiz, 
^^ was received by yefterday's mail, contained ia 
*' Porcupine's Gazette ; // niay hefeenat the office of 
«* the Price Current.'* 

Three years ago a man would have been ftoncd to 
death if he had publifhed fuch a reprefentation as that 
which the people of Bofton are invited to. look at. 

NegrO'ftealing.-r^^%KY.k%y through the fpirited 
and generous exertions of Robert Wharton and 
John Jennings, Efquires, Aldermen, and the acti- 
vity and vigilance of ThomaxS Durnel, George Gals, 
Thomas Evans, and P. Scott, conftables, and Ro- 
bert Turner, depnty-conftable, a certain Elihu 
Meeker was Uft ni^t apprehended, and committed 
to gaol, for privately inveigling and kidnapping 
black people from this city, with an intent to fell 
them zsjlaves \ which pra(^ice he hath followed, as 
IS fuppoled, for month* pad, but more particularly 
iince the prevalence of the prelent epidemic fever; 
and'wticreas from circumflances there is room to 
£afpe<3 that others not known are^ conneciiled with him 
in this nefarious traffic : a caution is hereby given 
to the citizens in general, and to the people wlu> are 
perfonally in danger, to beware of all fuch defigns, 
und give fpeedy information of every attempt of the 
kind to the fald Robert Wharton or John Jennings, 
Jlfquires. ^ ' R, Ati.»N, 

Philadelphia^ Sept. 26M, I797f 

Curious Advertijements in Kentucky. — There never 
was a. place where the curfcs of fociety were known 
to exift in greater plenty than in the innocent State of 
JLentucky. Every thing feems to be reduced to the 
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lowed poffiblc ftatc of degradation; in wltnels 
whereof, read the following advertifements : 

" Take Notice. A reafonahle price in cash will be 
given for a good fecond-rate lawyer, to praclife 
in the county of Bracken. Inquire of the Printer. 

"Auguft 23d, I797.'* 

Another, ** Blank warrants j andfummonfeSj and 
execuiimiSy may be had on the JhorUft notice^ at the 
office hereof." 

/ dare Jay thefe are veryfaleable articles^ and ar^ 
fome times wanted in a great hurry. 

Republican Morality. — ^I have inferted one or two 
articles before for the exprefs purpofe of having Od 
record fome few proofs of that virtue which the cun- 
ning Montefquieu fays is the balls of a republic. I 
fhall infert one more. I ihall not like to be told 
when I returi^ to England, that " America is totally 
'^ free from thofe vices which abound in monarchies^ 
** governments." 

Stofkhridge, Sept. 1 8. — At the Supreme Court 
now holding in this town, the trial of one Ste^ 

{)hen Smith, a black man, came on on Tuefday 
aft. This accomplifhed villain flood charged by 
the Grand Jury on four capital indi6lments, for 
burglary and "^rfon. The firft charge was for bur- 
glary in the houfe of Mr. Samuel Goldfbury^ ITie 
trial took up the whole of the day. The Jury 
in the evening brought in their verdidl guilty ;— ^ 
this is fufficient to bring him to the gallows. The 
other charges were for fetting fire to faid Goldfbury*s 
houfe, which partly confumed it, and for robbing 
and fetting fire to Mr. William Turiier's dwelling- 
houfe, which was entirely confumed in Mardi 
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At the Court, one Peggy Dexfer had fiventeen 
indictments found againll her by the Grand Jury> 
for petty larceny. She pleaded guilty to Hm* 

Her hulband at the fame time pleaded gullly to 
an i ndi 6t m en t for t heft • \_A promlfing pair /] 

One Rice Thorn fon 5 alias Thomibn Riccj of Sud- 
bury, was indidted and tried for burglary, breaking 
and entering the dwelling-houfe of Captain Enocli 
Ruft, in company with John Steward, who was 
convicted and executed in April laft. He was found 
not guilty. 

K^zV' LomioH^ Sept. 2j. — ^A horie was flolen about 
dufk on Sunday evening la ft out of a pafture in 
Duaneiburg. The man, a negro belonging to Scho- 
hariej was puflued and taken with the horfe a little 
after midnight. The Grand Jury found a bill 
againft the offender on Monday morning; and on 
Tucfday the Jury brought him in guilty. His fen- 
tence is referved for the Court to pronounce. 

At a Circuit-court held in Albany lately, a man 
was condemned to imprlfonment and hard labour 
for life, for pqffif^g two CQuriieifeii quarter flolhrs ! 
To what a length will half a dollar carry a man ? 

At the Circuit-court held in Albany the prefent 
mouthy three perfons were condemned to hard la- 
bour and imprlfonment for life, one to perpetual 
jraprifonment, two to ten years hard labour, two 
to leven ditto, and fcveral from four years to leven 
months ditto, 



* 



Thursday, 5^^ Octqbei?. 

peaJeand the American Mufeunu — The learned and 
ingenious 3/r, C, IV. Peak^ among his " valuable 
repofitory of the works offiature^ (a well calculated 
^0 delight the mind and enlarge the underftanding/* 

a !^ menlipns 
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inentioiis in partictilar feveral *' waxen ^gnre$ qf 
men, as large as life!!" — And, as if this was not 
enough, one of the particularized curh/iSies is the 

^/figure of the ^*/oQiy JJrkan'* 

Now, Mr. Pealc, be i^o good as to tell me how 
long Nature has taken to work in wa3£? And fincc 
^hcn, r prav you, has the ^^Jmty jifrican^^ become 
8 mriofiiy at Philadelphia ^-^ — No, no. Mr, Pcale ; 

I Such curiolitttts will never bring me to your fhop, 

,liov%'ever ** airy and henliby its lituation" may be, I 
have teen more for a haU'penny in the travelling 
hutch of an itinerant brute-monger in England, 
than I could fee at your ** airy*' Mufcum for a 
jquarter-dollar, which is jufi fixteen pence hairpcnny 
Jlcrling. — NOj no 5 if you mean to have my com*. 

[pany, get me half a dozen democrats ^//^d^ with 

Ijirmv, Never mind their being ofyaur own trike. 
In thefe degenerate days dog cats dog, and furgcon 

pfiays furgeon, when he can get no other fubjetl.^ — . 

I Take my advice ; throw out your fnakes and your 
illigatorf^ and replace them by the more venumoos 
brutes above-mentioned; and be affuredj that yoa 
will no longer fland in need of newfpaper puffs; 
tior will it fignify a farthing whether your Ihop be 

bjiealthy or not. You will have hundreds of cuftom- 
«rs, tliuugh the peftilence {hould rage all around yout 

I fend though Dr. Ruth, with the lancet in his hand, 
»ihould be your door-kteper. 



Mii^*s J^im (igainji Femw and Coi^^//,— The fo]-i 
lowing note appeared in Brown's paper of yeflerday 
evening- 

** Mr- Brow^n, 

Having brought aflions againft John FennOj 

.lunior^ and Wiiliam Cobbett* for their publicalioos 

againd me in their papers, I reqqeO you not to in- 

fert any thing in your paper which may be offered, 

in 
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In aoifWer to thdfe publications, or in defence of my 
charadler. ' Benj. Ritsh." 

Now, the view of this publication is eafily ieen^ 
into. The Dodlor finds his^ little reputation, as a 
phylician, in as dangerous a way as ever a poor yellow 
fever m^n was in^ half an hour after he was called to 
his Aid ; arid he Vainly imagines that this noti^S^tion, 
requefting Brown hot to publifh any thing on the 
fuhjedl, will be a hint to Fenno and me to forbear. 
We wanted no hints from Dr. Rulh. We know 
Very well what we ought to do ; and, if God grants 
us life, we (hall do it completely. I don't mind 
hisboafting about fuing me. He can't fue me for 
DEBT. No, Dr. Rulh, /never was fued for debt, 
$en ihnes in one year ; nor Would I, were I even as 
poor as you are, endeavout to recover my broken 
fortunes by bleeding people to death by fcores. 

Anecdote of Doffor Mead.-'-^Whtn Dr. Mead 
was lent for on the firft of the Queen's illnefs, he 
faid (he could not live long, but in which he was. 
contradided by moft of the houfehold phyficians. 
Her cafe was fent to Hanover, with all the fymp* 
toms,. and Mead^s opinioh was confirmed. When 
the Queen grew worfe. Mead called upon Dr. Rad- 
clifFe (with, whom he lived in theclofeft habits of in- 
timacy), and told him he believed (he could not hold 
it out above twenty-four hours. * * Then, young man 
(faid Dr. Radcliffe), this is the crifis of your fortune ; 
go dlre<91y and pronounce the exa6l hour of her 
death ; if (he outlives a day, which by your ac- 
count I takealmoft to be impoffible, it will be no dif- 
credit to you ; but if (he dies near the hour of predic- 
tion, by G — yocru not only pafs for o. great pfyjician^ 
but z fortune-teller r 

Mead, who was remarkably modeft, felt difficult 
ties ia taking this advice ; but being overruled by 

<a 3 hi!i 
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his friend, on his next attendance (firft having ijff^ 
aiutely weighed every fyraptom) he told the Lords 
of the Council ftie could not furvive one o clock the 
next morn. 

His predidion was nearly verified, as the Queen 
died pretty much about that hour, and his fame 
rang alt over the kingdom. 

One of the Rujhites need be neither a great fhyfician 
nor a FOKTVfiE-TELLEKy to predi£l the exa£i moment 
of a patient^s deceafe. All they have to determine /f, 
when theyjhall be at leifure to give him his last bleed- 



Friday, 6^^ Octobbk. 

Travelling Lie. — In the New- York Gazette of yef- 
terday, among other receipts by the Commiflioners of 
the Health-office of Philadelphia, is mentioned 50 
dollars from William Bell, one of the laboarens on 
the road. Thus his half-dollar has, in New-York, 
been made 50 dollars : by the time it reaches New- 
haven, it may as well be made 500 ; and on its ap- 
pearance at Boilon, if it is no more than 5000, its iii- 
creaie will bear no proportion to that in New- 
York. 



Curiouf Advertifement. — ^To the living. Seeing an, 
advertifement in Brown's Gazette, of cabinet or join- 
er's work to be done/c>r the dead:, it is deemed proper 
thus to inform the public, thatat No. 136, North Front- 
ftreet, joiner's work is done/or the Irving'^— Rnd now 
ready-made on hand for fale, a number of cradles ; 
»nd any quantity can be lupplied, if required, neat 
and well made. Mr. Brown's cuflomer is faid to be 
in partnerfhip with Z);\ Rujh ; or, at leaft, the joiner 
is faid to have entered into a contrail with the Do6ior ; 
tccording to which, the latter is to receive ao dollar* 

for 
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for every one of his patients tor whom the former 

furnifhes a coffin, I am under no fuch agreement 
with the midlives ; but I fhall be much obHged to 
them if they will recommend my cradles; and I 
will, befides, give a glafs of gin for every cuftomer 
they find me. 

' Saturday, 7^^^ October. 

tir. Curries ^ccmmi of Rttjh's Conduct m 1793.^ — 
Dr. Rufh having tried the effects ot^ mercuriaL 
purges, which he acknowledged to the College of"^ 
JPhyficians on the 26th of, Auguit, liad been recom- 
mended to him by Doctors Hodge and Carlbn, the 
latter of whom had experienced their good effeiis 
upon himfelf on a former occafion, in a dole con- 
taining twenty grains of calomel, made trial of 
them^ and was lb highly pleafed with them, that be 
affbmed the credit of the difcovery, though they 
had been trequently employed, both by the Eail and 
Welt India phylicians, long before 1793, as may be 
feen in the publications of Lind, Blaney, Clark, 
Balfour, and others- 
He appears to have read Dr. Mofeley's Dlredtions 
for treating the Yellow Fever of the Well Indies 
about the 10th of Scptembcfj for the firlt time. In 
that treatife very profufe and frequent bleeding is re- 
commended, ftom a perfualion that the difcafe was 
always attended with inflammatory fymptoms in the 
beginning, which In that climate was probably the 
cale, as the fubje£ls that came under Mofeley's care 
were flrong, vigorous, plethoric Englilh tailors* 

Dr. Rufh, with that precipitation tor which he has 
always been noted, inftantly adopted the pra6tice ia 
its utmoft latitude, without refleiting that dtfter- 
cnce of climate and conftitution made a difference 
in the difcafe. 

a 4 Qa 
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On the 1 2th September he publiibcd in the Fe- 
deral Gazette the iollowing diredlions to the citi- 
zens: 

** Dr. Rufli, regretting that he is unable to com- 
ply with all the calls of his fello\v*citizens indifpofed 
with the prevailing fever, recommends to them to 
take his mercurial purges, which may now be had 
with fuitable diredions at moft of the apothecaries ; 
and to lofe ten or twelve ounces of blood as foon as 
convenient after taking the purges *, if the head- 
Bch and fever continue. — When the purges do not 
operate fpcedily, bleeding may now be ufed before 
tncy arc taken. — ^The almoil univerlal fucc^fs with 
which it has pleafed God to blefs the remedies of 
flrong ///^r^wrW purges and bleeding in this dilbrdeff 
enables Dr. Rufn to aflure his fellow-citizens that 
there is no more danger to be apprehended from it 
when thefe remedies have been ufed in its early 
flage, than there is fr»m the meafles or influenza. 
Dr. Rufh aiTures his fellow^itizens farther, that the 
riik from vifiting and attending the lick at prefent, is 
not greater than from walking the ftreets. While 
the dileafe was fp geaerally mortal, or the fuccelT- 
ful mode of treating it only partially adopted, he 
advil'cd his friends to leave the city ; at prcfcut he 
conceives this advire unncceffary, not only becaufe 
the difeatc is under the power of medicine, but be- 
caufe the citizens who now wifh to fly into the coun- 
try cannot avoid carrying the infedHon with thenj : 
they hdd better remain near to medical aidy and 
avoid evciting the infection into adion." 

How far the afll^rtions contained in the addrefi^ 
corrcfpond with fads, let the obituary of that month 
determine, and the deaths in his own family. 



- * Tbei«. purges contained ten grains of calomel, and fifteen of 
jabp. 

.. Thof* 
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Thofe acquainted with the caufes and laws of 
contagion thought him inlane. 

At other times he promifed a removal of the in- 
fectious effluvia, with which he alFerted the whole 
atmofphere was loaded, as foon as a heavy rain 
fhould fall : — an opinion as groundlefs as any that 
ever was generated in a whimfical brain. 

Immediately after one of his addrefles ^0 the citi- 
zens, the following advertifements were publilhcd 
at his requeft in all the^newfpapers : 

** Dr. Rufh's celebraled mercurial purging and 
fwcating powders for preventing andcuring the pre^ 
vsW'mg putrid fever ^ may be had carefully prepared, 
with proper dire<ftions, at fietton and Harrifou's, No. 
10, South Second- firt-et. 

*' Dr. Rulh's mercurial Jiveatmg purge for the yel- 
low fever, may be had carefully prepared, with the 
Do(3or's directions, and fold by William Delany, 
druggift and chemift, &c. 

" Dr. Rufti's mercurial fweating powder for theyelr 
low fever, with printed diredions, prepared and fold 
by permiffion, by Goldthwait and Baldwin, chemilii 
and druggiils, &c." 

In fpe^lcing of his exploits in a letter addrefled to 
Dr. Rodgers, dated Odobcr 3d, after accufingmoft 
of thephyficians of the city of ignorance andobfii- 
nacy, he addt, ** By means of the remedies before 
ifnentioned, 1 think I have been the unworthy in- 
iirument in the hands of a kind Providence of re- 
covering more than ninety-nine out of one hundred 
of my patients before my late indifpofition from the 
want of bleeding and purging. Since the loth of 
September I have found bleeding, in addition to the 
mercurial purges, ncccflary in nineteen cafes out of 
twenty. At fir ft I found the lofs of ten or twelve 
ounces futHcient to fubdue the pulfe ; but I have 
l^een pbljgcd gradually, as the feafon advanced, to in- 

crcaib 
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creafe the quantity to fixty, feventy, atid eight/ 
ounces.'* 

So much was the Do6tor about this period pol^ 
fefled with the notion that he was the only man o£ 
common fenfe exifting, that he not only refufed to 
confiilt with any but his former pupils who fubmit- 
tcd to obey his dictates, and rudely intruded his 
advice upon other people's patients. He alfo ap- 
pointed two illiterate negro men, and fent them into 
all the alleys and bye places in the city, with orders 
to bleed, and give his fweating purges, as he empi- 
rically called them, to all they fhould find lick, 
without regard to age, fex, or conftitution ; and 
bloody and dirty work they made among the poor 
miierable creatures that fell in their way. 

That his mind was elevated to a ftate of enthu- 
iiafm bordering on frenzy, I had frequent oppor* 
tunity of obferving ; and I have heard from popular 
report, that in paffing through Kenfington one day^ 
Ulrith his black man On the feat of his chaife along- 
fide of him, he cried out with vociferation, *' Bleed 
tnd purge all Kenfington ! drive on, boy !'* 

The contemplation of his own felf-cfeated con- 
fcquence, the hurry of bufinefs, the novelty and fo- 
lemn afpe6l of the furrounding fcenes, had certainly 
a very extraordinary efFeft upon his imagination, 
and impaired his judgment. 

I knew feveral that he terrified into chilly fits, 
fome into relapfes, and fome into convulfions, by 
flopping them in the flreet, and declaring they had 
tlie fever — You've got it ! you've got it ! was his 
ufual falutation upon feeing any one with a pale 
countenance. I have been aflfured that he pro- 
nounced to Dr. Glentworth, that he would be a dead 
man if he would not fubmit to more bleeding, after 
he had reduced him almoft to death's door by the 

violence 
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violence of his remedies ^. Two other phyficians 
being called in, thought otlierwilcT and the Doctor 
recovered without anymore lofs of the vital flaid, 
notwitliftanding this alarming andpofitive prognof- 
tication* 

His pronouncing Mr. Michael Connor to be in- 
fected with the yellow fever, when juil: recovered 
from the ague and fever, occaiioned a re! a pie* The 
fame gentleman afcribes the lofs of Itis amiable 
daughter to the draflic operation of his mercurial 
purges- 

When applied to by Mr. Chancellor to vilit a pa- 
tient with Dr. Hodge, he advifed him to difmits 
Dr, H» ; for he was a bark and vvincDodor^ and 
would do him more harm than good. 

Df- W, he faid was an aflaffin, becaufe he ex^ 
preiTedfome doubts of the fuperior efficacy of mer- 
curial purges to thofe of a Icfs draftickind. 

In his letter to Dn Rodgers, after treating the 
opinions of all his fellow-prat^titioners with the moft 
infulting contempt, and declaring that he believes 
himfelf the unworthy inftrument in the hands of a 
kind Providence of recovering more than ninety- 
nine of an hundred of his patients, he adds, " it 
was extremely unfortunate that the new remedies 
were ever conncfted with my name/' and that he 
claimed no other merit than that of having early 
adopted and extended a mode of treating the difor- 
der which he had learned from his fidt preceptor in 
medicine Dr, Redman^ and which is flrongly re- 
commended by Hilary^ Mofeley, Mitchel^ Kirby, 
and many other writers on the fever. 

The Doctor certainly intended to write a romance; 
for there is no mention in any of the authors he re- 



* ** If you will not fubmit to my voice/' faya he. " fettle your 
affairs, far you have a dropfy of iJic brain, and wilt Toon be a dead 
man,;' 
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feff to of mercurial purges, or of refting the cure tit 
the difbafc on copious bleeding and purgiog, or thafi 
God had blerted copious bleeding and purging iq 
their bands, as any pcrlbn that can read may fatisfy 
himft^lL Moieley indeed depends much on copious 
blecdingj iu cafes where the infiHrnniatory fymp* 
toms are man i fell ; but all the refl inculcate fparing 
bleeding, and the moll mild purgeSi The recol- 
lection of ihcfc things vvci$ nut to his purpofc i 
hence t ha convenience of iiaving a good memory at 
forgetting things that would prove obilactes to our 
fcheracs — ^all gooJ democrats acquire this kind of 
inemorj\ 

The Do*^tor here rcfncmbercd to forget the Inform- 
ation he furmerly acknowledged he had received 
from Doi5*or^ Hodge and Carfon, rcfpet^ing the ef- 
ficacy of merenri;il purges in bilious cates* He alfo 
fcmembcrcd to tor tret having llcji ilic f^ood eftc£t3 
produced by bleediiiga lal rout in Water-ftrcct, the 
day after lie had threatened to prolecnte DoiSor 
Barnwcl! for a defign upon the life of Mrs, Rols in 
Walnut'Orcct, beeauii; Ijc bled her in the very fame 
Itind of fever lluil he now applauds it in, and em- 
ploys as a cordial ai>d anodyjje, and in defperatc 
cafes, to make the paUcut die eafy. He alfo re- 
membered to forget to mention, that he adopted hia 
Janguinary code, not from Draco, but iVomMofeley, 
who was a mere empiric that prai5lifed in Jamaica^ 
ibme years ago< 

He aUo, in a niofl extraordinary manner, remem- 
bered to forget the vi6tims that were faUing by the 
hand* of his apoflle*^, at the very time that he was 
boalling of recovering ?HQr£ than nimtj-mm of a. hun- 
dred. 

To crown all his extravagancies, he has lately 
threatened to profccute Dr* Hodge for telling Dr* 
Way^ ou thefecond day of hisfevcr^ that he thought 
he might recover without any more bleeding. The 
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f^ftfc of Dr, Way is briefly this ; — He was attacked 
po Sunday wUh the ulbal fymptoms of the prevail- 
ing fever ; bled himfelf in the night, aboat twelve 
ounces ; next day was bled by adviceSjf Dr. Ruik 
|hree times ; took mercarial purges, whic}| oprraled 
Fcry copioufly ; on Tuefday had an jntcrtaillioni 
was again bled oncej and purged feveral times, Om 
WcdncfJay he took without advice eight grains of 
mercurius dnlcis ; had all along fince the attack ob* 
ferved the moft abftemioas and cooling regiineo* 
By whofe diredtion he was bled on Wcdneiday, I 
40 not know, for Dr. Rufh did not vifit him after 
dinner that day. The mercury that he took of his 
pwu accord on WedneiHay morning, brought on 
pain, licknefs, and fpafms in his bowels, and occa- 
fioncd fncli extreme debility, that he funk under it, 
?nd expired on Friday evening. The account of the 
treatment till Wednefday morning, the writer had 
from Dr. Way hiinfclf, 

From this ilatement, I think Dr. Rufli exempt 
from blame in thecale of Dr. Way ; and that there 
are cafes of high inflammation in which the patient 
fometimes recovers, under the moft Herculean difci- 
pline, l^i^ niQft inveterate enemies muft acknow* 
ledge, 

MoNDAV, 9*^ October. 

French Ferociiy. — Halifax (K C), Sept. 25. La ft 
week arrived at Plymouth in this State^ Captain 
Levin Bofman, in a fchooner belonging to Melfrs. 
Stewart and Armllead of that place. Captain Bol^ 
man was captured on his homeward-bound paflfage 
by a French privateer, who took all the hands out 
of the fchooner, except the Captain, mate, and fu- 
percargo, and put five of our dear fans.:Culotte allies 
on board. Having no French colours, they tranf- 
(prmed the American into French^ and with the frag* 

ment^ 
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ments decorated the unfortunate Captain, round 
^hom they danced the Carmagnole^ by way of con« 
dolcncc. They then feized a hogj on board, which 
they called King George, and after cutting off hi» 
head, again danced the Carmagnole, and played 
other republican gambols, a la mode de Paris. The 
iagaciousand intrepid Captain did not let thefema* 
' noBuvres pafs unobferved, but taking a good opportu- 
nity, feized the fellow at the helm, whom he foon 
fecurcd, and gaining poflcffion of the arm-cheiV, 
with the affiflance of his mate and fupcrcargo (a 
snanly and fpirited Quaker of Bertie county), the 
^others were immediately mafiered. The privateer 
was at this time only at a fmall diftance ; they there- 
fore proceeded on the courfe diredled until the priva- 
teer got to a proper diflance, when they altered their 
pourle, committed our dear allies to a leaky boat, in 
which they might either iing La Carmagnole, Ca-ira, 
or any other republican fong, bale or fink ; pro- 
ceeded on their voyage, and thefe gallant brave mea 
]iad the good fortune to reach their deftined port 
without again encountering any of thefe mercilefii 
pirates. It is fuppofed the Frenchmen got fafe to 
|and^ as one of the iflands was in fi^ht. 

Tuesday, io**^ October. 

Blounis triumphal Entry into Tennejfee. — KnoM^ 
vilJe, September i8. Qn Saturday laft returned ta 
this town the Hon. William Blount. As foon 
as his approach was made known, the volunteer 
troop of cavalry commanded by John Lavender, 
Efq. and a large concourfe of citizens, haftened to 
receive him, and met him eight miles from this place, 
where, after refrefhment, he was condudled into 
^wn in the following order, viz. 

A detachment of the troop of cavalry. 

The Hon. Mr* Blount, accoppanied by the Hon. 

Qcneral 
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General White, and the Hon. Mr, Stuart, lal 
Speaker of the Houfc of ReprefcntatiTCs, 
The troop of cavalry, — ^Citizens in files. 
We are happy to fay that Mr, Blount has receive 
on his journey thrqugh this State the molt flattering 
and hearty welcome (vom every defcription of citiJ 
♦zens; a welcome jnftly due from a grateful people] 
' to the fathers friend^ and protedlor of their State ** 



Wednesday, ii^^ October. 

Bk&mn Scene ^ in a virtuous republican Country. 
• — If poor filly Montefquieu could have feen a few i 
of the American ejections, he would not have beenl 
lb loud in the praifea of reprefentativegovertimenL 

IVapiington^ OSober 7,— Laft Tuefday evening a ' 
violent aftVay happened at Upper Marlborough, be-| 
twecn the friends of the candidates for the office qf | 
Sheriff, in which a number of the inhabitants of this i 
city were very roughly handled, and one man by the^ 
^name of Pollock was murdered on the fpot by a 
brickbat, which flruck him on the head, and re-, 
peated blows after he had fallen, — What a pretty! 
piclure of ch^ilizqiion ! 

Is there no remedy ? When wc go to give our' 
votes, muft we go as if to meet an enemy T Mull 
we tell for whom we intend to vote, and get our 
heads broke for fpcaking ? 

They order thefe matters better in New-England ; 
there ekSkneering is hardly ieen : no fubUc dinners 
given to engage votes; no agents plaoted at ^ro^- 
Jfiops to take in the fimplc. — No. Election days are^ 
days when a man fhall rarely fee any other but his 
neighbours and town linen, met only for the bulineft 



♦ This^ Bbunt, at the very nioment that he was thus receiveJ^ 
Hood impeached before the Senate of the United States, qf which 
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6f the day: that finifhcd, a moderate drink, and 
perhapn a (Wcial fonj^^ concludtfs. 

But here, what conftifion ! If ever I faw a it- 
'fcmblancc to hell, it was ui Marlborough Court- 
houfe ; within the houfc, what a clatter of tongues ! 
A, will thank yon for your votes.— I am much obliged 
to yOii^ fays C— P, i% a good man, lays another. — 
Won't you vote for B* ? fays a fourth, — Huz^a for 
M.— Damn your eyes, clear the way— who do yon 
vote for? — Huzza for B- Such pnlhngand hauU 
ing, crowding and joflliug; all fpcaking at once, 
and fome with a very loud voice* 

I have feen many mobs, but I never faw 
fuch a confounded aflemblage of mankind before i 
indeed it is a tcandal to any State, but much more 
10 a State compofed of free men. Free meit ! A 
fmall majority indeed ! all intoxicated with j^rty 

Will our law- makers attend to thefe things, and 
Iry for an amendment ? 1 fear not ; for the lirongell 
party feem to build their hopes of cledlionon tins 
6»nfuiiOQ of the electing hour. 



Thursday^ i%^^ Octobee, 

French Fniiernily. — Same day, brig Peace and 
Plenty, Dunbar, St. Croix, 24 davs, In lat. 23' N, 
long. 65° 2b* W, was boarded by a French 
privateer brig from Guadaloupe, under Eugliih co- 
lours. The particulars of the treatment vvhieli Cap- 
tain D, received are thus recorded by liim : ** Tlie 
Captain of the privateer came on board, wiih five of 
his crew, and demanded my pajiers ; alter examina* 
lion, ordered all ray trunks and chcfts to be opened, 
and took from them all the money they contained^ 
with the letters, which he opened ; he took all our 
Itock and cabin fiores* with all the fpare running 
rigging, failsj and blocks, and cut one liodding-fail 

froiii 
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from the yard ; he alfo took orte cafk of rum be* 
longing to the cargo, and a cafe that belonged to 
Captain Haynes, who was to have come paflcnger, 
contents unknown. After plundering us of the 
above articles, he fufFered his people to rob us of 
what they pleafed ; and fo fully devoted were they 
to the bufinefs of thieving, that they took every 
article they could find, even to the knives, forks, 
fpoons, andtumblers ; and in fadl every article remain- 
ing in tlie cabin. He then put two feamen on board 
that were taken a few days before from the brig Fa- 
vourite, Siflbn, of Baltimore, maftcr, and Mr. Tay- 
lor fupercargo, with a cargo of 50,000 dollars. The 
Captain of the privateer wilhed to put Captain Sif- 
fon and Mr. Taylor on board my veflel ; but they 
infifted on flaying aboard the privateer, and de- 
manded to know the fate of their property : which 
fpirited behaviour produced on the Commander of 
the privateer a condu6t unworthy a man ; for on their 
refufal to quit the privateer, he inhumanly ^og*^^^ 
them. Befides Captain Siffon, there were feveral 
other American matters and feamen on board the 
privateer, names, except one, not to be afcertained : 
this individual's name was John Barnes^ of Marble- 
head. A few hours previous to our being boarded, 
the privateer took a floop from Rhode Ifland, Cap- 
tain Briggs, bound to Cape Francois, who he faid 
was a good prize. To add infult to our misfortune, 
this inhuman pirate threatened to take me on board 
his veflel, and inflidl an ignominious punifliment on 
me, and finifhed his brutal behaviour by difmiffing 
me, with a curfe on my country, and a declared de- 
termination to rob every American veflel he could 
not make a prize of*. 



* This ift the price of rebellion^ 
VOL. VII. R Frioat, 
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Fjijday, 13*^ OCTOISI. 

Ifrad //raeL— The IfracI Ilracl, wbotsdefteda 
Semfor of the State of Pcnnryliraiik, keeps the 
Cro6-Kcy» grog-fhop at the comer of Third aiicl 
Chcfnut fi reels. This is a ficp towards pecfiettbo 
in tlic reprcfcntattvc way, which we bad not belbce 
taken. A putiltc houre is a moft excellent ftand for 
coHe<5img Ihc fcntimeDts of ihtfoverapi peefle^ who 
never Ipcatft his mind rifht freely, except whenb^ 
In half drunk. Befid<^, Mr. I frael entertains A^f^i 
as well as men, and, upon any knotty point, he iiiaj 
derive canfidcrablc advantage from comulting tbem* 



Saturday, 14**^ Octobee* 

T<? Br. CiiliiwelL — In anfwcr to your long, im- 
pcrtinenl, and filly letter to me, publifhed in Lloyd 
and Bradford's paper, I am not, be afTured^ goiog 
to imitate your vcrbofity. My time, little value ai 
it may be of, is* too precious to be thrown away upon 
a patient-hunting quack. 

Your ignorance nobody wonders at ; but jour im- 
pudence lias been fubje^V of aftonifhment. People 
jmturally think it lurprifing, that you fhould, after 
publicly compUmenkng me as the Ediior of a paper^ 
change your tone fo completely in the courle of ^ 
month t as to call my paper ** infamous^' and me a 
** mmtjler,'* Their allunifhment will ceafe, when 
they know what I am now going to tell them, viz. 
That you wcrcJbUcUing Mi0iu to give you the place of 
Bothr Meafdt and that your giving up my paper, 
and making a public attack on it, was neither more 
nor Icfs than a facrifice at the fhrinc of Dallas and 
Democracy ! ! This unravels the my ft cry. This 
accountu for your cenfuring me for " degrading prl* 
Vide elkiru^ef**^ Poor, pitiful parafile ! and do you 
Uilnk that this fetch will fuccced with his Schuylkill 

Kxcellency ? 
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Excclteocy ? Not it indeed. You'll not get Meale's 
poft- You'll have to hant the kennels for worlc, as 
you have hitherto done^ take my word far it. That's 
the occupation you are cut out for ; all that I wifli 
is, that it may pleafe God to confine tbe depreda- 
tions of your lancet to the carcaflbs of the demo- 
crats- P. P. 



L 



Monday, 16*^ October. 

Sangrado. — ^Who can read the following extraft 

from Gil BlaSf without being tempted to imagine, 

that the author /orefaw the perfon and praftice of 

Jiiijh ? *^ I went to fetch Dr, Sangrado. He was a 

" talJ^ pale^ hungry-looking feUmi^y who had kept the 

<* fhears of Clothos employed for forty years at leaft. 

'* This learned Do6torhada very grave appearance- 

** He weighed his ditcourfe, nnd gave vaft pompofiiy 

*^ to his €xpre0of2S\ — >After having looked at my maC- 

*' ter, heoblbrved, with a doctor-like atr. We muft, 

" my dear good Sir, fnpply the want of trantpiration, 

*^ Sangrado then fent me for a furgeon whom he 

** named, and whom he made draw from ray mafter 

" J^^ good porringers of bloody as a beginning to fnpply 

** the want of tranfpiration. When this bleired 

*' prelude was over, l^elkid to the furgeon ^ Mafter 

" Martin Onez, return in three hours time, and 

" take as much more, and to-morrow youUl 

*^ begin again afrefh- I^ is a grofs trr^r to fup- 

*^ f^fe that Mood is fieteffary to the confervation of 

lifer 



'1 
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Tuesday, 17*** October* 

Djiug eqfy.^ — Rufh having bled a patient wJthilv^ 
an inch of the grave^ and beiag about to give hini 
the finiftiing ftroke, the relations remonilrated, ob- 

R 2 fecsvtN^ 
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fcrving that it was ulcU Is, lor that the poor youngs 
mail WHS already dying : ** Very well, then," replied 
tiic Quack,^ *' it will put him out of his mifery, and 
make him die ettfyT And ought butchers hke thif 
to be tolerated ? Thcfe monflers look upon every 
patient that has the misfortune to fall into their 
hands, as a lump of flefli and blood, on which they 
have a right to make evperirnenfs. A viodern philofo^ 
fher cares no more about tlic life of a man, than 
about the life of a rat or fparrow. I would caution 
every one to avoid tlie bloody race ; but let this cau* 
tion never be negledled by thofe who differ from them 

Wednesday, i8'^ October. 

Franklin and Gibbon. — Anecdote extracted ivoxn 
the New-York Daily Advertifer. — When Franklin 
was on his raiffion to France previous to the alli- 
ance, he put up one night at an inn near the fron- 
tiers. Gibbon, the celebrated hiftorian, happening 
to be in the fame houfe, Franklin fent his compli- 
ments, req netting the pleafure of fpending the 
evening with Gibbon. In anfwer he received a 
card, importing, that " notwithftanding Mr. Gib- 
bon's regard for the charadler of Dr. Franklin, as a 
man and a philofopher, he could not reconcile it 
with his duty to his King, to have any converfationi 
with a revolted fubjed r Franklin in reply wrote a 
note, declaring, that " though Mr* Gibbon's prin- 
ciples had compelled him to withhold the pleafure of 
his converfation, Dr. Franklin ftill had fuch a re- 
/pe6l for the character of Mr. Gibbon, as a gentle- 
man and a hiflorian^ that when, in the courfeofhit 
writing the hifiory of the decline and fall oi empires, 
the decline and fall of the Britifh empire Ihould come 
to be his fubjc<^, as he expedled it fooa would, Dr* 

Franklin 
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Franklin would be happy to furnifli him with a}n[)U 
materials which we^e in his poflTeffion." 

Whether this anecdote record a truth or not, I 
fhall not pretend to fay ; but it muft be coufefled 
^hat the expreflions imputed to the two perfonages 
were llridly in character. In Gibbon we fee the 
faithful fubjed, and the man of candour and honour : 
in Franklin, the treacherous and malicious ^' old 
Zanga of Bofton.*' 

Republican Legijlators. — !f a candidate at an elec- 
tion is a tavern-keeper, a retailer of grog and gin ; 
if by fome fatality, at the fame time, he is appoint- 
ed to hand out the public charities to the poor, moft 
of whom in this blefled commonwealth have a right 
of fujffrage, has he not an uncommon advantage 
over all that are not fo circumftanced, whatever 
other merit they have to recommend them ? Will 
the paupers alk whofe alms they receive from the 
hands of their candidates, or will he be honeft 
enough to tell them that he is dillributing the mo- 
ney of his opponents ? 

If, to aggravate thy calamities, poor degraded 
Philadelphia ! fuch a man fhould beyoeIe(^ied into a 
high and confidential office, does he reprcfent thy 
monied or landed intereft, thy houfes, thy lots, or 
thy merchandife ; or only thy nofes ? 

Can a city which lies under the calumny of gene-^ 
rating a contagious fever annually, not much lefs to 
be dreaded than the plague of Grand Cairo ; or, 
what is no better, of importing it every year from 
abroad ; and whofe ftate-government, civil and mi- 
litary, is difgraced by officers chofen from among 
the lees of the people, by bankrupts, fpeculators, 
Jews, and Frenchmen — can this city long furvivc 
under the fhadc of fuch a hoflile and deadly combi- 
nation ? 
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Thitesday^ 19^^ October. 
Ty Htrmi and Jeferfom 



Of ihi Hrrmii ip Alfrti* 

** Go forth ! lead on ihc ra- 
diant years to thee revealed 10 
irifion, — ^Loj they rifc* Lo! 
** patriots, heroc»» fagcs crowd 
** to birtb» and bards to Cog 
** them in immortal verfe*-^I 
** fee thy commerce grafprbc 
** world : all nationt fcrvc thee \ 
•* cvcjy flood fubjeiied pays its 
** irjbuee to the Ihamiu 

'* Britans proceed \ the fub- 

je^i^^/;^ command; 
•* Awe with your aaviei cv*ry 

boftile knd. 
*' Fmin an thctr thtmiiy their 

armies all are vain ; 
« They ryle the balanc'd 

world w ho rule the main." 



•* Bkitain-^ The fan of | 

" her glory is faft declining to 
** the horizon* Her fhilofipfy 
*' has €r&Jfid the Chtnmdi her 
** freiSm has crstJfedihiAiimiki 
<* and herfelf fcem? pacing to 
** thataviful diflblutioD* whoAi 
** ifTue is not given human fore- 
** fight to fcan.^—ATtf/Wtfs^tr. 
gimi^ fy TaoMiis JfiTf £ESOK% 



^V: Pray, Monlieur JefFeribn, if iht freedom of Brr- 
^Btain has crnffed the jiHuntk^ whither is it gone ? Yoa 
^^^Hvill not prciend, I fuppofe, that it has taken up its 
abode amoii^ Americans ; unlefs, indeed, you have 
the itnpndence to affert, that, to be chained^ drudged^ ^m 
kiehdi fiogged^ and ikumh-Jcrcwed hy the PVench, ^^ 
arc the dilluiflive marks oi freedom \ unlefs you 
have the impudence to aflcrt, that men zrcfree in a 
country where a Governor can order them id he 
feized without a war rani ^ and tranfporied for a monik 
without a frmlf or even a hearing. Unlefs^ I fay, 
you arc prepared to make thefe aiTertions, you will 
ot pretend that the fn^edom of Britain has taken its 
flighu/m ivavi and, above all, you will not now 
dare toaffert this of hernEERTY of the press. 
No, Monfieur Thomas ; the fun of Britain will 
inc; ht^r philofophy will illuminate an admiring 
orld, and her freedom (her real freedom) will con- 
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tlnue to be " the charter of the land/' when thy 
Jiead will be rotting cheek by jowl with that of fome 
toil-skilled negro flave. She will fiourifh in com- 
XDercCj in arts^ and in arms, when thy phot-chair 
Ihall be crumbled into duft ; when thy French -fpun 
theories^ thy flimfy philofophy, thy Ih allow Shifting 
politics, and thy envious vindiftive preditSionSj fhall 
all be damned to eternal oblivion ; and when nought 
ihall be remembered of thee or thine, fave thy cool, 
unprovoked^ and viperous flander on Xht family of 
^refa£, 

A Scep^e in a Bavarian Beef^-hmji.^^^* Not far 
from Munich (the capital of Bavaria) I happened to 
L^roll into a dark, black 5 country beer-houfe, filled 
"with clouds of tobacco tmokcj and on entering was 
^Imoft flunned with the ooife of the drinkers. By 
, degrees, howeverj my eyes penetrated through the 
^ thick vapoursj when I difcovered the pricli of the 

{ilace in the midft of fifteen or twenty drunken fel- 
ows, His black coat wasjuft as much bedaubed as 
[the frocks of hisflockj and, like the reft of them, hq 
f Jiad cards in his left hand, which he flruck fo forcibly 
pn the dirty table, that the whole chamber trepiblcd. 
At firft I was ihoc^ed with the violent abufethey 

fave each other, and thaiight they were quarrelling ; 
ut ibon found that all the blackguard appellations 
which fhocked me, were only modes of li iendly fa- 
tutatio^ among them. Every one of them had now 
drunk his fix or eight ppts of beer, and they defircd 
the landlord to give each of them a dram of brandy, 
by the way, as they laid^ of locking the ftomach. 
But now their good humour departed > and 1 prc- 
fently few, in. all their looks and gcftiires, the moft 
ferious preparatiops for a fray. This at length broke 
o^t. At firft the prieft tool^ fome pains to fopprefs 
iU He fwore and roared at laft as much as the relL 
Now one feized a pot an4 threw it at his ad\e^^\^'^ 
hted^ ajiother cljencbed hisfift^ l\\e\Kvt4^NAy^^ts. 



a4S GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

legs from a ftool to knock his enemy on the heac^^ 
Ev(*ry thing, in ihort, Uemed to threaten blood and 
death ; when on ringing the bell for evening prayer, 

** ylve Maria^ ye /'* cried the priefl, and dowa 

dropped their arms, they pulled off their bonnets^ 
folded their hands, and repeated their Ave Marias^ 
It put me in mind of the adventure in Don Quixote^ 
where peace is fuddcnly reflorcd in a great fray, on 
account of the helmet of Mambrino, and the afs*« 
collar, by the recollection of what pafled in the 
Agramantine camp. As foon, however, as thcf 
prayers were over, they were all feized again with 
their former fury, which was (he more violent from 
the momentary interruption it had met with. Pots 
and glafles began to fly. I obferved the curate creep 
under the table for fecurity, when I withdrew into 
the landlord's bed-chamber, not a little apprehen* 
iive for my own perfonal fafety." 

What an excellent feminary this mu ft be for the 
education of a Senator ! Accordingly we fee the 
Senators chofen from among the keepers of fuch 
kens by the wife fovereign people of Pennfylvania. 

Santhonax a Traitor. — The General in Chief of 
the forces in the colony of St. Domingo, Citizen 
Toufl'aint Lou vert ure (a black man), has tranfmitted 
to the Diredory a long report on the treachery of 
Santhonax, the Executive Commiflioner. In this 
report Touflaint declares that Santhonax, having 
invited him to his houfe, and inquiring whether he 
loved him, and had confidence in him, faid, '* If you 
love your felf and your brethren (the blacks), there is a 
very Jimple mode of Jecuring your well being : and on 
Touflaint's aflcing what mode, S. anfwered, '' To de- 
clare ourfelves independent of France ^ After furprifing 
the black General with the boldnefs of Ihepropofition, 
be prDceeded to aflign his reafons for the meafure, 
a^id the prolpedts of fuccefs. He infuiuated, that 

notwithftanding 
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tiQtwithitanding the French laws had declared gene- 
ral freedom to the blacks^ he was aflured the 
coloniftsin France were flill at work againft the li- 
berty of the blacks ; and that, to avoid all danger, 
they muft declare themfelves independent of her; 
that France had no navy, and that ihe fends nothing 
to the colonies ; that Ihe would be obliged to do as 
England did to the United States of America ; that 
France and all nations would be happy to be ablets 
come to and trade with St. Domingo, and the 
country would be more flouriftiing. 

In another converfation with Touffaint, Santho- 
"Aax faid, This is ihe moment to become mafters of thg 
colony : ihe blacks are uneafy about their liberty ; there 
are here white colonijts whom theyfufpeSl — they must 
BE KILLED ! The propofal ftruck ihe black General 
with horror, and Santhonax, jfinding he could work 
on him, foftened his propofal to a deftru61ion of the 
white inhabitants only, who were what he called 
** enemies of liberty.*' 

On the 1 8th of Augufl laft, Touflaint, in coo- 
jundlion with Raimond and Pafcal, confulted on 
fending Santhonax to France. They proceeded to- 
gether to Santhonax's houfe, where Touflaintcharged 
him with mal-adminiflration and defigns againfl the 
public happinefs and profperity, and various malver- 
sations. In another conference between Touflaint 
and Santhonax, held the 9th of Auguft, the former 
repeated the charges againfl him, and informed him 
that he /»?//? fet oftYor France. This '' mttft T odhc 
<jrcnerars the CommiflSoner could not rclift. 

Remarks. — ^The above is condenfed from a lengthy 
detail in Bache^s Aurora ; it fliows the villany of thofe 
French agents in the Weft Indies, who, fet on by 
the tools of France in the United States, have 
robbed our citizens of millions of dollars. This 
iame denounced traitor^ Santhonax^ is a twin bro- 
ther 



no 
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thcT in robbery, of Hdgues at Guadaloupc> and Ae 
corrcfpondent ofFauchetand Adet, w ho fe conduit 
has made the pages of the " Devits /peaking immpei^ 
groan with praifes and apologies. Thele arc the 
mcn» who have been emboldened in their meafures by 
the ju ft ifi cations that have continually iffued from the 
Jacobin papers in the United States, Every day ex- 
pofes fome new crime in them ; and proves that the 
defenders of the adminiftration of the Government 
of the United • States have never been too loud in 
their invedives againft the agents of the French 
Government, and that the people have not held ia. 
fufficient execration the hirelings who have advo- 
cated their caufe, apologized for their conduft^ or 
abufed the friends to our^ Government (or cxpofing 
their meafures. 



Dr, CaUwill — For Porcupine^s Ga^^efie, Mr. 
CoBBETTs Having learnt that thcaflafllu who lately 
aimed a ftabat my reputation has been deterred from 
propagating further calumnies, folely through fear 
of incurring the punifhment of a contempt of court \ 
and as, therefore^ his malice may break forth oi^ 
fome future occafion^ I have thought fit to acquaint 
him that he is known, and will be fully cxpofcd, 
ihould he further provoke me to the taflc. As an 
introdudionj which may fhow him that be is in my 
power, plcafe to infert the following* J. W, F. 

To Charles Caldwell^ Pr^feiius Morum,--^^ Though 
confcious of again expoling myfelf to the puerile at- 
tacks and vulgar infults" of that " daftardly/* ^*Iuci' 
fuge animal/' that "contemptible/' " night-fhroud- 
cd affaflin/' whofe profc flalks forth in fuch ftarched 
and pompous drefs^ whofe words fcem regularly 
trained, and whofe ideas formally fyftematlzed to the 
murder of private charatSer ; yet as fuch venomous 
reptiles " have at all times (and juftly too) been held 

ia 
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in the higheft abhorrence by man," I truft that abhor- 
rence will not fail to ferre me qn tlie pi^fent occa- 

In an attempt to expofe fo unprincipled a calum- 
niator, 1 ihall hardly fall of your important and 
hearty concurrence; as I know you **deteit the 
COWARDLY tribe of anonymous writers; and the 
acutenefs with which you felt an imaginary ** indig- 
nity'* offered by the Governor of the College of 
Phyficians f"** of which you are a member^* J^ leads me 
to think that you will be inclined to agree with 
me in reprobating the rWrafcally attempt at impo- 
iition on the public, made bv that coward!}*^ mwny^ 
mous luiifuge fcribbler, Cenfor. 

I am the more bold m addreffing myfelf to you , Sir, 
becaufe of the very vqft re/pe£t In which I know your 
charader to be held, not only by your humble ler- 
Tant, but by the public at large- Perlbnal confidcr- 
ations had, indeed, fome weight in difinclinjng me 
to the mealure : but the infult you have offered to 
my vanity by rcprefcnting me as a '* credulous dupe'* 
is more harmlefs than you may have imagined. — 
For, as I never, in a city where I was a Itranger^ 
pompouflyi arrogantly, and authoritatively diftated 
to the Legiflature to clofe their fcflions, the tribu- 
nals of juiHce to clofe their inquifition, and the mi- 
nifters of God their temples, I cannot lb keenly feel 
a charge of weaknefs. One who has *^ kept along 
the cool fequeflered vale of life the noifelels tenour of 
bis way,*' can never be fo deeply afFefted by any 
charge of whatever nature^ as he who has, on va- 
rious occafions, fet himfelf up for a " Cenfor,-* a 
'* Pr^e^s Morum," and a '* Magnus yjpolio,^* 

By way of atonement for the licenfe I have taken 
in addrefling you at this time, permit me to offer 
fome advice to you, which, though tumewhat irrele- 
vant to the fubje£t of the pretent paper^ will, I 

doubt 
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doubt not, if ftridlly adhered to, render you i 
" Magpms Apollo'' in medicine. 

Have you not obfervcd. Sir, that a large propor- 
tion of that very large number of patients which you 
ailert to have come under your care, upon whom 
the calomel has operated as an emetic, have with- 
flood the (hock of the fever ? Take hence a leflbn. 
Is it not more probable that contagion is inhaled into 
the flomach, than imbibed through the poves ? I£ ' 
fo, is not the exhibition of emetics manifcltly indi- 
cated, not only in the yellow fever, but erery other 
contagious difeafe ? And here permit me to add^ 
that the very afloniftiiog fuccefs of a phyfician, re- 
fpefling which I am not at all furpriied at your be- 
ing incredulous, was produced folely by the pradicc 
of giving emetics in all thofe caf( s where the patients 
were feen in an early llage of the difeafe. 

Whatever may be infinuated in the fomniferou* 
lucubrations of cool moralizing Icduudrels, who 
pretend they cannot be quiet when the infallibility of 
their mafler is called in queftion, though. they liavG 
for years inertly looked on, or fufFered themfclves to 
be borne along by a torrent of blafphemy, atheifm^ 
and every fpecies of brutal outrage, and which,, 
but for the courage, patriotifm, and conftancy of 
thofe whofe mal-trc-atment has b^cn fport to the puny 
tribe of pigeon-livered fentimentalifls and moraliz- 
ers, would have long lince Avcpt away evety veftige 
of that Power, whofe too lenient hand permits them 
daily to lament that they are too weak and toa 
cowardly to Ihake it down ; whatever this daftardJjr 
milk-livered tribe may infinuate of me, the confci- 
oufncfs of having been directed in every movement 
by upright motives, enables me to defpife their aC* 
laflinlike attacks, and to hurl defiance to their 
deadlieft efforts. 

A character intrenched on the high ground 
of truth and honour, bears an impoling altitude 

which 
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Krhich enables it fccurcly to mock all the aflauHs of 
cowardly falfchood, and the poifonous fhafts of ruf- 
fian malignity. 

Hereafter I may have occafion to falutc you 
igain ; at prefent, my time being as much " ^«- 
groJfecC^ in private bufincfs, as you have informed us 
of your own being in *' private practice," I muft 
abruptly conclude by requcfting you to inform the 
writer of Cerifor^ that if he Ihall again, at any time, 
attempt to propagate calumnies concerning me, I 
ihall ftraightway proceed to detail the hiftory of a 
certain wayward fcoundrel, who was bred amidft the 
pine fwamps of North Carolina, and in thofe drearjr 
and defert abodes, amidft tar, pitch, and turpentine 
and their combined fmoke, amidft pine-barrens, 
J&nds, and fwamps, and their noxiout inhabitants, 
alligators and venomous reptiles, acquired thofe dif- 
4inguiftiing endowments both of body and mind, 
which prefent to the aflonifhed fpedlator the rare 
union of beftial with human forms, and render him 
a laughing-ftock wherever he goes ; who, be- 
ing hred for a Prejbyierian Miniftefy perpetrates a 
difgraceful a6t about three weeks previous to the apr 
pointed time of ordination ; who, in confequence of 
this difgrace, throws off the majk and avows hmfelf 
mn aihei/l; who betakes himfelf to the ftudy of me- 
dicine ; contrails with a phyfician to ft udy under 
him for two years ; but, at the expiration of ten 
tnonths, violates his contrary and runs away from his 
ffhifler to the metropolis, where he meanly and bafely 
attempts to filch away the praSiice of a phyfician to 
whom he was under the greatcft obligations ; who, 
becaufe while attending medical ledlures at the Col- 
lege, a youth (in common with all his claffmates) 
could not refrain from laughter at the uncouth ap- 
pearance of the montter, bafely fought revenge on 
him live years afterward^, by thevileft lies; who 

unites 




354 CAZETTC S8LEi5TIONS- 

unUes himfelfto tbc interefts of a fuppofcd greafc 
inan, while he docs oof fcruplc at the Cime time in 
fecrtt in declare that his own interifi is his leading 
motive tn every thing; and who, tocrowD all his ^J 
former ba fends, fubjeds an aged and decrepit gem* ^| 
tlcman to ao unmanly a<5l: of violence by his bafe ' 
and fcandalous forgeries. 

The benefit, my dear Do^Jlor, which you will 
confer upon the community by complying with my 
lequeftt will, I doubt not^ amply compeiifate to 
your generous and exalted mind for the trouble It may 
occafion you- Affuring you of the high confidence 
] entertain, that if the writer of Ccnfor could once 
be made to realize that he is known and perfe£lly 
fcen through, it would be tlic means of delivering 
tiic public iVom a profufe eftufion of future imperii* 
nenre, 1 conclude myfelf entitled, whatever may be 
inrmuatcd to the contrary, to the merit of pre- 
venting^ not only a vaJt deal of vexation to the 
public, but \oU of time lo the Icribblcr, who may, 
by fallowing tome ufeful avocation, at once deliver 
lilt m fruni the threatened evil, and bimfelf from hia 
prelcm ilate of fiarvatioo, 
I John Ward Fenno* 

^^ TuESBAy^ 24^^ October, 

f Rujk ami his Paiienis. — Wanted, by a phyfician, 

an entire new fet of patients, his old ones liaving 

I given him the flip ; alfo a flower method of difpatch- 

j ing them than that of phlebotomy, the celerity of 

which does not give time for making out a bill 
I Turn, O ye bleeders! turn your lancets into 
I plough fliares, for it is written: *' Ye fhall not pol* 
lute the land wherein ye are, for Hood it defilcth 
the land ; and the land cannot be cleanfed of 
'' the blood that is fhcd therein/' 

Wbdnesdatj 
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WebnesdaYj 25^^^ October. 

^iirney. — ^Charhflany hth OB. ** Barney and Def^ 
** champs^ ex-citizens of the United States, are now in 
*^ their glory ; they have each commenced their career 
*^ with robbing and plundering our citizens; the 
** latter has already gone fo tar as to attempt to mar- 
** ikr one^ and the former^ there can be no doubt, 
*^ will like wife take advantage of the firfl: opportu- 
'* nity to do the fame*" 

There is no nation on earth that was ever fo ill- 
treated and infnlted by an individual as America has 
been by this vile wretch Barney. The rafcal, when 
his partiality for the French, and his unlawful con- 
du<5l towards the Britilli^ had procured him a place 
in the jail of Jamaica, was brimful of patriotifm. 
Moft people mutl remember what a melancholy 
pifture he drew of the degradation of the American 
flag; what bitter execrations he uttered again fl the 
Britifli, and what iblemn declarations he made of 
his refolution to enter the French fervicc, for tks 
purpose of taking vengeance for ihe wrongs he had fuf* 
feredfram them. He gets into this lervice ; but how 
does he take vengeance on the Brittfli ? By making 
war on, or rather by plundering and robbing the Amt> 
rican commerce ! Had the bafe and cowardly mis- 
creant ever met the Britifh, or fought to meet them > 
nay, had he not ikulked and run from thera on 
every occafion when he was like to come within 
reach of their cannon, there might fome doubt re- 
main with relpe6t to his mteations in taking a com- 
million from the French ; but the whole of his con- 
dn& has proved him to be a villain, a deep, hypocri- 
tical, plotting villain. He had his eye on the 
American commerce when he made a transfer of his 
allegiance to France, and the pillaging of that com- 
merce has been his coaftant and only objeft ever 
£ncc. 

But, 
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Bufrp aOcr all, what is the infamy of Barney's 
coridud) compared to that of the condutl of thafc 
mifrrcant tiiizem of PhUadc1[>hia and Balliitiore, 
who gave him public trealSj and who publiihed an 
acroimt of thciii in the fac r of their country, at a 
moment when ihey were well allured thai he had 
phinJetetifeveral Anurtirafi iH^ffeis ^ that he h.:{i pti$ a 
cafiam in irom^ and liad iwung up (Jic jljg of the 
Vmityi Shifts reverfed? Compared to ihc conduct of 
thefcbafc and degenerate traiton;^ Barney's con dudt 
IS manly and innocent. Never v\ as there inch a 
barefactd trait of baienrfs exhibited to the world. I 
wifh the names of llic wretches could bp ecllet^^ted* 
J u dice demands that their infamy fhould be perpe* 
tuated. 

Will the reader imagine, can he imagine, that 
there remains yet a fa^'t untold relpefling this atro- 
cious marauder, which is IHH more difgraceful ta 
the country than the feltlvals above noticed ? One 
would hardly think it poflible, yet it really is fo- 
Barney is (to the fhamc of America, and Maryland 
in particular) at this moment poJJejDed of a vahmbh 
and exchjive prhnkge^ granted by the Government 
of Maryland. He is one of the Vmdue Majiers of 
Baltimore; and the bufinels is carried on /or ^> 
profit^ and even hi hh nmne\ though he has publicly 
declared, that he has caft off his allegiance^ and 
though it is a certain fat^ that he is, and long has 
been, at open war on the commerce of this coun- 
try! 

Merciful Heaven ! is this wife? is MjuJI? Is it de^ 
cent? Americans, if you do not wilTi to become a 
reproach among men^ haflen to do away fuch dif- 
graceful abufes ! 

Sj>aniJ& Fraternity. — Charhjlonj 0^. 7. Extraft 
of a letter from Captain Edward Job nib n, of the 
Hoop Jamcsj belonging to Meirrs. Blake ^nd 

Mogwood, 



V pCTOBfeRi 1797; > ts'f 

Mogwood, of this city, dated Naffau, September 
2 ad. I am forry to inform you of my long paflage 
from Gharleflon, and alfo of my misfortunes* Oa 
the 2 2d of Auguft I was in lat. a6^, long* 77^, 
which wa§ within fix hours fail of this place, when 
1 was boarded by the Grouper, which, is a Sfanijk 
frivateery by which I was very hardly treated^ and 
my veflej fuflained great damage ; they kept itie on 
board the privateer forty-eight hours ; during which 
time they robbed ray veffcl of every thing worth 
taking. 1 received a Jtab under my right breaji^ but, 
thank God, it is not dangerous. They carried my 
veffel back as far as lat. 29°, long. 79^, and then put 
feven Spaniards on board of her, to carry her to St 
Jago in Cuba. Being unwell, they put me on board 
of my own veffel, where I found means to get pof- 
fcfSon of her, and have brought her in here. I 
am forry for your lofs, but it could not be helped, 
as the privateer Grouper is the occafion of all the 
damage the cargo has received. A great many 
American veffels ^re brought in here; they takeout 
whatever is contraband, or contrary to treaty, and 
let the veffel go.'V , 

Flogging and tkumb-fcrewing frona the ^^ generous 
French,'* Siud gabbing from the ^^ magnanimotis Spa* 
niards," as the worthy and honed Mr* Swan wick 
called them — ^this is the fate of Americans ; and 
no one fays a word about revenge or reprifals. All 
paffes fmoothly down the throat of the fovereign 
people* Nay, there are to be found wretches in 
abundance, who not only ufe their utmoft eqdea-- 
vours to difguife or varnilh over thefe atrocious vio- 
lences, but who have the infamous audacioufnefs to 
juftify them. — Whether this deteftable fadlion will be 
crulhed, or whether they will fucceed in enflaving 
the land, feems at prefent to be very uncertain. The 

VOL. VII. s friends 
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frieotld 5f I be General Goyernraent arc coH and 
divided ; and, tudrcd, it is almoft impolEble that 
fnch m thiDg as puhVtf fpiru fliould exift tinder ftich 
m loMd of hu mi hat ion and difgrace, as ha» latdy 
been heaped an Araerica, Wiicn things come to 
this pitch ; when men have ufcd every effort, ex- 
hauucd every refourcc, ventured their fortunes and 
I heir lives, for the prefctvation of their country's 
honour, and fiill find that it is all in vain, they are 
very apt to exclaim with the failor in the ftorm, *' Tie 
up the helm, and let her drift to thedevih'* 






Letter from Mr, Z. to Peter Porcupine^ coniahiikg 
'emdrks on Dr. Cafdwtirs fiUy Pubiication^ — Sir, 
In the lift of misfortunes brought upon the city of 
Pliiladelphia by the prevailing epidemic, muft bein- 
eluded the degradation of ifs medical charaftcr* 
Previous to the appearance of this formidable dif- 
eafe, the phyltcians of Philadelphia were efleemcd 
the moft eminent on the continent of America ; they 
have fincc funk from that iVate of exaltation to a 
condition bordering on contempt, in coniequence of 
the ralh praftice and ahfurd publifations of fome of 
their body, and the injudicious iilence of others : I 
do not mean to fay, that every liUy paper fliould 
have received a tegular anfwcr* Arguments evi- 
dently contemptible refute themfelvcs % but it fome- 
limes happens, that arguments fufficiently fpecious 
to impofe upoa readers of found underflanding, who 
are unacquainted with the nature of the animal 
economy, arc brought for^^^^id for the pnrpofe of 
iupporting a very dangerous praAice- In fuch a 
cafe it is the duty of profclTional men, who are bet- 
ter informed, to expofe the fallacy of fuch reafon- 
ing, that the dangerous tt!iidcncy of the doftrines 
attempted to be cflsbliflied by it, may be diflindWy 
perceived 

Thefe 
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Thefc obfervatioQS are meant to apply patticit- 
Tarly to an argument which has been triumphantly 
employed by the phlebotomifts, both in writing and 
converfation, and very often tatioufly difplayed by 
Doctor Caldwell, in his letter addreffed to you, 
dated the loth of Odlober, 

It is confidently affertcdj that the fpontaneong 
hsEmorrhageSi which frcqoently occur io malignant 
fevers, are folely occafioned by the omifTion of co- 
pious blood-letting ; and as thele cxcelHve hsemor- 
^s appear in many cafes to be the immediate 
caufe of the death of the patient, we are told this 
" tal termination would have been prevented, if 
loodhad been freely drawn at any preceding period 
if the difeafe. 

This reafoning is fo fpecious, that, in the minds 
f all thofe readers who are unacquainted witti the 
snatomy and pathology of the human body, itmuft | 
" le dectfive. They will be fully convinced that large 
and repeated bleedings muft be the moft effectual 
ethod of cure, in diieafes where the blood is fo 
iperabundant as to burft fpontaneonfly from the 
eflels I and the ihafts of ridicule will bedire61ed ia 
Tain againtl a prad^ce^ apparently founded upon fo 
Brmabalis. 

To dete£l the fallacy of this reafoning, it will be 

leceflary critically to examine the fads upon which 

is founded, and then to make a few obiervationa 

upon the conclufions that have been drawn by the 

rohlcbotomills from thofe fa<Sts, in fupport of a 

pra6iice replete with danger. 

If thofe who employ this reafoning mean, that, 
provided the veflfels be completely drained of their 
blood, there will be no rilt of fpontaneous hse- 
tmorrhage, we adipit the truth of the obfervation* 
^l^or conjurers tell us, where nothing is, nothing caa 
come out ; and it hardly requires a man to be a con- 
jtirec tp give us that infoimation* But if they mean 
8 2 Xk> 
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to fey foch a quantity of bloody as may be drawn 
witliout producing a dangerous degree of debility ia 
the patient, being taken away in the early part of 
the difcafe, or at any time preceding the fponta- 
Bcou?. bEemorrhagCj will prevent that haemorrhage 
from taking plare, it follows, that it is cauledby the 
vafcular fyiiem being overloaded, infomuch that the 
incrcafed a£bion of the veltels burfts a paflage for 
the fuperabundant blood, and nature does too late 
what oupht to have been earlier perfDrmt:d by the 
doftor. Hence it follows^ that fpontaneous hae- 
morrhage, in malignant difeafes, mull be moil 
likely to occur when the veffels are fullefl, and the 
taicular action molt violent. 

But is this really the caie ? Does fpontaneous 
haemorrhage moft frequently occur at the commence- 
ment of malignant difeafes, when the vefTels ar© 
fulleil, and the adtion moft violent i or at their 
clofe, when the veiFels are comparatively empty, 
and the vigour of the fyitem exhaufted ? 

Let us inquire what happens in a very formidable 
difeafe, the Caulus of Hippocrates, better known 
at Philadelphia by a much dreaded name, the Yel- 
low Fever of the Weft Indies. This complaint com- 
mences with a febrile ftate of excelHve ardour and 
violence, wbich continues generally from ftxtyto 
eighty hours, when the iymptoms of violent adtioii 
rather fuddenly cealc, and extreme debility marks 
the remainder of the difeafe. 

I will alk DotSor Caldwell, and thofe who think 
as he docs, whether, agreeably to their iyflem, fpon* 
taneous haBmorrhagea ought not more frequently to 
occur at the commencement, during the ardent ftate 
of this dileaie, when the veflels are fulleft, tliaa 
during the quiefcent ftate, when the vigour of the 
lyfiem is exhanited, and the mere abftradlion of 
food and wafte by natural evacuations (Tuppofing 
artiiici^i ones to have been retrained fiom), muft 

have 
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have reduced the veffels to a ftate of comparative 
cmptinefs ? As men of candour, they muft anfwer 
in the affirmative. 

. I will then afk them whether ipontaneoqs hadmor* 
rhage really happens oftener in the commencement 
than the clofe of the yellow fever ? As men of ve- 
racity, they muft anfwer in the negative : nay, as 
men folicitous for the detediqn of error and the 
eftablifhraent of truth, they will go farther in their 
anfwer than is required by my queftion. They will 
admit that in every cafe of yellow fever they have 
feen, heard or read of, in which this fymptom has 
occurred, it has never appeared but in the laft fiage 
or quiefcent ftate. We muft therefore ceafe to look 
for. its explanation in the fuperabundance of blood, 
and fix our attention upon what appears to be its 
proximate caufe, the extreme debility which pre- 
vails at the time of its occurrence. 

That exceffive weaknefs alone is fufficient to ac • 
count for fpontaneous haemorrhage, will be com- 
pletely proved by obferving the frequency of its oc- 
currence in a difeafeof pure debility, where there is 
no febrile action, and where, from the fituation of 
thofe fubjeiSl to the diforder at and preceding the 
commencement of it, there can be no reafon to fuf- 
pe6l fulnefs of the vafcular fyftem. — 1 allude to the 
fea-fcurvy. This complaint affliAs not only fea- 
men in long voyages, who are obliged to fubfift on 
aliment the nutritive quality of which has been di- 
.miniihed by time and the mode of prelervation ; but 
it alfo aggravates the miferies of winter to the 
poorer inhabitants of northern climates. 

Among the fymptoms of this ftiocking difeafe, 
none are fo formidable as fpontaneous haemorrhages ; 
they are apt to occur upon the flighteft motion ; 
ibmetimea the bleeding is external, fometimes inter- 
nal, and freqijiently fatal. So flowly does death 
advance^ from any other cai^fe^^ ii) t|us 4ifeafe« th^t 

33 ^^^^ 
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Ilioutd the wretched patient be fo fottunate as to 
efciipe haemorrhage, he tiiay linger out a miferablc 
exigence, till the concliifion of the voyage or the 
approach of fummer enables him to procure fot- 
ftnante more nutritious ; and the danger uf Ipon- 
taneou3 ha&morrhage is removed by his returning 
flreugth, though accompanied by increafcd fulnel's 
of the blood- vcirds. 

The blood docs not cfcape, in thefc dlfeafes, iff 
eonfcquence of violent action in the moving pow- 
ers, or frum any diUcution of the vafcular fyftein 
by the quantity contained, but from inability in the 
extreme veflels to rrfilT: the flightelt impulfe. 

As I have lliown the caufe of the fymptom, on 
which the flrong argument of the phlebotomifts is 
founded, to have been minjuderftood, it can hardly 
be neccifary to fay the conciuiioo they have dravvti 
mufl be erroneous* Dr. CaldwcU fays, '* In the 
" occnrrencc of this fpontaneous hsemorrhage na^ 
'* ture undoubtedly gives an obvious hint, which 
** all phyiicians Ihould have difccrnnieht and faga- 
** city fnfficient to improve. She would feem to 
*' tell them in the language of fafls^ that if they, 
** either through ignorance or inattention^ ncgle<ii 
** the evacuation of blood-letting entirely, or ufe 
** the lancet iti a manner not fufficiently bold, flic 
** muft and will, by means of this difcbarge^ make a 
** final effort for the fafety of the patient herfelf : it 
" is however to be greatly lamented that fhe makes 
*' this effort in vain/* Adopting the idea of Dn 
Caldwelli that nature is the phylieian's kind direc- 
trefs, her bint may be explained more confil^ently 
With fa*£ts, by faying fhe intends by her conduiil: lo 
caution the phj^ician again li bleeding in this dif- 
eafe, particularly at a late period, by fhowing that 
it i^ always prejudicial, often fatal. But this idea of 
a vis medimirix nahtra^ a power exifting in tlie 
Bnimal body capable of reflcding upon the nature 

of 



ot difeafes mid adopting the moii rational method 
of cure^ in which Ihe kindly inftrudls attentive phy- 
ficians, is too ridiculous for lerious argument, and 
can only be intended ad mpiuiuium vtilgm. Sound 
philofophy rejects with contempt luch vilionary no* 
4i®ns* 

Before I conclude this paper, Mr. Editor, it may 
be neceffary (to prevent miftakes refpefting the au- 
thor) to fay a little of what I am, and fomethingof 
what I am not I am a ft ranger, unacquainted 
with the phylicians of Philadelphia, and noways 
intercfted m the luccefs of parties or individuals, 
I am not a phlebotomift of the fchool of Saq^ 
grado, nor am I ao anti-phlebotomift : for though 
i think it improper to bleed my patients in yello^r 
fever without meafure and witbout mercy, yet I 
have met with many cafes in whichj from the confti- 
tution of the patient and degree of the fever, I have 
thought it right to draw blood in moderation at an 
^,«arly ftage. I muft therefore be confidered an im- 
p^artial obferver^ whatever may be thought of the 
f -foundnefs of my opu:iions ; and if my fentiments 
^Appear to be inimical to the pra<51icc of the phlcbo- 
tomifls^ it cannot fairly be imputed to pcrfonal pre- 
judice or partiality towards any of the individuaU 
>f either party, but mull be attributed to a full con-* 
iftioB, in my own mind, that tbe extreme to 
which the phlebotomifls recommend their favourite 
^f remedy to be employed, is dangerous to their pa- 
^Mtients and dlfcreditable to themfelvcs. Z, 

^m Thursday, %6^^ October. 

[ RepuhUcan Pqfi-office. — This is to notify the poS 

^ijnafters and others, between this place and New 
P^^ork, inclufive; that if the next package, brought 
me by the Engllfti packet, come to my hands brokm 
&ppij and I am noi abh to difcover the ferfon zvAo may 
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hreak it open, it is my refolution to profecute the Tojt* 
mqfier 'general. — I have no objedlion to people talk« 
ing about liberty and the Rights of Mian as long as 
they pleafe, but I do not like that they fhould pTO-> 
ceed lb far in the practice of them as to ranfack what 
comes under fcal to my addrefs. 

Wm. Cobbett *. 

Biography of Mnir.- — Thomas Muir is a native of 
Glalgow, and the fon of a tobacconift of that city. 
His mother had been maay years married, without 
being in that flate " in which women wifli to be who 
love their lords." One night, however, in a fweet 
ilumber, Ihe dreamt that fhe was with cliild, and of 
a fon who would be one day Chancellor of England^ 
In a little time after Ihe found flie was pregnant, 
and, with the promulgation of her fituation, Ihc 
told her dream. Many anxious minutes pafled until 
the eventful hour of her delivery ; when the mid-^ 
wife announced to the tobacconifV, that he was the 
father of a fon. All then was jollity and joy : an- 
ticipation fmiled on every countenance ; for now 
** two truths were told as happy prologues to the 
dwelling a<S of the ambitious theme." 

Yoqng Nicoliarms was reared with uncommon 
care ; and the favings and fcrapings of the father 
were fondly devoted to the fupport and education of 
hopeful Thomas. 

After leaving the grammar- fchool, he went to the 
uniyerfity ; aqd after paffing through the humanity, 
Greek, and civil law clafles, a meeting of his friends 
was held ; when a dilcuflion took place, whether it 
would be proper to have him called to the Scotch or 



* I intend this work as a record of republican villany, ai\d 
therefore 1 niuft be excufed for frequently retaining articles, 
which have no other merit than that of furoifliing evidence againft 
Montefquieu's virtuous form of government^ 

Engliflv 
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Englifli bar. Much was faid on both fides : one 
contended that in Scotland he would acquire an in- 
vincible provincial dialed: ; another overruled this 
objedtion by adducing thofe two great lawyers, the 
late Lord Mansfield and Lord Loughborough, as 
ilriking inftances of the contrar}'. 

Muir, in confequence thereof, announceil to the 
Faculty of Advocates his intention to undergo his firft 
examination, in order to be admitted a member of 
the College of Jufl:ice. That learned body hcfita- 
ted much, and took the matter (as they call it) ad 
/ivifandumy before they would ever allow him to pro- 
ceed to any examination whatever. In a country 
where the pride of family and the feudal fyfl:em are 
fo much venerated, it was not to be wondered at 
that the meannefs of his birth and the obfcurity of 
his fituation ihould form an obftacle, although not 
an infuperable one, as his admifiion at lafi: evinces. 

After continuing for fome years at the bar, with- 
out clients and without notice, the period came 
which brought his perturbed and democratic fpirit 
into play — the French revolution^ that memorable 
era, that Pandora's^ box, which opened upon man- 
kind more malignant principles than all the vaft, re- 
gions of hell contain. The dregs of the people in 
Scotland foon caught the infedlion. A meeting of thf 
Friends of the People^ as they were pleafed to call 
themfelves, was advertifecj to be held, under the 
title of the Britijh Convention, in fome obfcure hid- 
den alley in Edinburgh. Then from garrets and from 
.cellars rujhed forth thofe men of blood and reform, 
the Margarots, the Geralds, the Palmers, the Cal- 
lenders, the Watts, Downies, and with them* the 
hero of this little biographic flcetch. Every phrafe, 
every movement, was borrowed from the French 
(nit'throats^ The citizens divided themfelves into 
fedtions; they appointed committees of organiza- 
tioq, of finance, of inflruftion, of fecrecy. They 
4 Vv^ 



fitiiDgs, and granted konours ^ fitungi \ and 
they iiifcribed their minutes with the jfj^j'^^r (thank 
God it was alfo iht hji) of the Brifij^ Convmimn^ 
me ami mdhf/iHe. With Uiis pom polity of verbiage 
Ihcy proceeded to chalk out a parhamcntary reform. 
Correfpondiug focietics were formed, and delegates 
appointed. At laft their intentions became fo evi- 
dently fcditiousj that the magi ft rates and fiieritrs 
found it tlicir duty to It op their midnight councilsi 
and alio to fciTx fome of their moft zealous leaders* 
among whom Miiir was the moft confpicuous. On 
ihe 30th of Auguft, 1793^ he was tried for fedifioui 
pra^iccs ; found guilty, and fentenced for fourteen 
years tranfpurtation. Mn Grey and feveral of the 
€^iheT virfhom oppofltmn members, talked very much 
of the bad treatment he received in the tranlport 
previous to lier failing for Botany Bay ; however, 
Mr, Dundas perlbnally inquired into the matter, and 
found it to be a fahehood. How our convi^ft be- 
haved when in Botany Bay is not clearly afcertain- 
tdp neither how he made his cfcapc. 

He got, however, to the Havannah, where be 
was impritbned* Afterwards he was put on board 
of a frigate J defiined, with another, for Old Spain. 
They were attacked by an Englilh fhip on that coaft, 
to whom they itrack, and nfterwards bafcly run on 
fliorc. In the engapiemcnt Muir got his face very 
much wounded, and his mf^ Jko^ oJ\ Whither he 
may now bend his courfc is uncertain: if he be 
found in Britain, in place K>i facing mi ihe ^moQlfach^ 
he will /^7>if mi a galhws. If that Ihould not be his 
fate^ it is probable that ihh country will be his defti- 
nation ; unhappily a country already curfed with too 
many cmigranis and outlawed rctbrmcrs. How- 
ever, go where he will, he muft be a miserable 
fpe^lacle. He may now read his fin in his puuMh- 
TOicrit ; for, like Cain, he is ** marked, and a fugi- 
** tive aad a vagabond in the earth/* So much for 
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Tain and dirappointed ambition. Read thiSj ye 
democrats, and pmife and ponder^ and pt^nder and 
pauji, 

Franilm defended. — ¥qt the Gazette of tlie 
United States. — Mr, Feuko, While I profels my- 
lelf one of the warmeft admirers of the political 
pamphlets of Mr* Cobbett, I cannot but cxprefs my 
concern atlbmeof the lentiments of this editotj in 
ihe late numbers of his Gazette — fcnliments, 
which, with whatever view dtcHxtd^fesm cakulaied 
to degrade the jimerican charaiJer^ and to caft an 
odium upon Phe principles of our r evolution. I fliall 
only inllance his comment upon the anecdote of 
Mr, Gibbon and Dn Franklin, in his Gazette of the 
i8th inftant Now^ whatever antipathy he may 
have to the character of the Doflor (which, upon the 
fcore of gcnerofity and political integrity, far be it 
from me to utidcrtake to defend), he cannot but be 
aware J that his indifcrimirtaU obfervation will equally 
apply to a fVaJhinglon^ an Adams ^ a Jay^ and an Ha* 
mimn — charaftcrs, which, if I mi flake not, he has 
more than once profefTed to hold in high eftimation. 
What then fhall we fay of the condudt of Mr. Cob- 
bett ? Is it conliftcnt, liberal, or wife ? He is an Eng* 
Hflimanj nor does he wifh to conceal his attachment 
to the land that gave him birth, its government and 
laws; nor will any generous American blame him 
for this partiality- Bat why introduce comparifons^ 
which can have no other tendency than to revjve 
animofiHes, which all good men de/ire to hury in ohli^ 
moH^ and to widen a breach, which , in tlie prefent 
dift rafted ft ate of the world, I prefame, the real 
friends of both countries witli to fee doled ? 

If he thinks the intereft of his country requires no- 
thing lefs than the deftruftion of the republican 
iyftenij he has certainly too much delicacy zndunder^ 
Jimiding to attempt writing ii down^ under our mfes. 
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If loyalty, in his opinion, can never be mifplaced, he 
need not, however, take the trouble of telling us of 
it. If monarchy be his favourite form of govern- 
ment, let it exill, fay I, where it is cflabliflied, 
and where the ftate of fociety may perhaps render it 
eligible ; but, in God's name, let us quietly enjoy, 
and make the moft of the inftitution we have 
framed for ourfclves. ^ 

While Mr. Cobbctt directs his artillery againft Ja* 
tohinic hypocnfyj and ils detejtable cariS, he is engaged 
in a caufe which every honcft and enlightened man 
mufl: approve : and I Ihall be fincercly pleafed, if I 
find that his rafti and indifcriminate cenfures (be 
muft excufe me for calling them fo) are to be afcribed 
to petulance of temper, or an indifcrcet zeal for the 
honour of his country, and not to a deliberate 
plan of difcrcditing the. principles and confequences 
of our revolution here, whatever may be its efFe6^ 
in other parts of the world. • For even upon the fup- 
poiition of its being an evil, we are to look for its 
authors to the other fide of the water : and let him 
remember, that its principles were advocated by Mr. 
Burke, the man, for whom he juflly expreffes fuch 
cnthuiiaiiic admiration. 

A Country Subscriber. . 

Anfuoer. — Mr. Fenno^s Subfcriber hints at other 
paffages in my Gazette, ** calculated to degrade thft 
jimerican chara£ler^ &c." befides the oofe he has 
noticed ; but, as I cannot even guefs at thefe, I fhaU 
be excufcd for confining rayfelf, on the prefent oc- 
cafion, to the particular inftance which he has 
cited. 

He objects to my ^^ reviving animrjihes^ which all 
^* good men dejire to bury in oblivion*^ How unjuft 
this charge is muft be perceived at once, by every 
one who cafts his eye over the above. The anec^ 
dote was not of my feleaion\ it was publifhed in sk 
New-York paper, and republifhed in all thoie oif 

this 
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this city. The publication of it at the time was a 
fort of dunghill cock triumph over Great Britain^ 
and could be intended for no other purpofe than 
that of •* reviving animofitiesr 

The obfervations on this fpiteful paragraph are 
iiich as were naturally called for ; the reprobation 
of the malicious old hypocrite, who is reprefentcd 
as the hero of the anecdote ; and they do not contain 
the lead reflection on the American character or the 
principles of the revolution^ 

' Old Franklin is held up to the admiration of the , 
people, for having wantonly and malicioufly pre- 
difted, that the empire of Britain would foon fall to 
the grounds and, becaufc I call him an old Zanga. 
fat this prcdidlion, I am diarged with degrading the 
Ameruan charaSer ; as if every American were ad- 
mitted to h^of the fame difpofitionj and to entertain 
the fame vengeful feniiments^ as this remorfelefs old 
deiil. Nay, Mr. Fennos corre/pondent carries the 
thing ftill farther, and obferves, that the obferva* 
tion on Franklin neceflarily applies itfelf to MelTrs. 
Waftiington, Adams, Jay, and Hamilton. But, if 
this curious logician ekpedls to be believed here, he 
muft firft prove each of thefe gentlemen to have ut- 
tered fentiments equally infulting, vindidlive, and 
fanguinary, with thofe of Franklin ;\ a thing, I be- 
lieve, which it would be very difficult for him to 
do : however, this I have nothing to do with. 
When I am convinced that either of them, not con- 
tent with obtaining the independence of the colo- 
nies, was favage enough to hug hinfelf in the hope 
that the parent fiat e would perifh in the confliuiy I will 
call him a Zanga. Nor fliall I be afraid, in fo 
doing, of expoling myfelfto the charge of inconlift- 
ency. I have thought highly, and I have fpoken 
highly, of thefe gentlemen ; but did any one even 
fuppofe that I applauded them merely as revolution- 
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^^fiif murh lels as &7f#r, mmorabky and 
^Kiiri djf Grmi Mritam ? 
^B ThU Sablcriber of A/r, /Vfliz<:^*s has fallen into tlie 
^^ot of <be day. The /r^ is free t but joa muft 
sot lafh the balJenefs or malice of an American for 
^Mie world, becauic tJiat degrades ih& Atncrkan cha- 
^^m3er. You maft not ccniiire or ridicule certain po- 
litical vagaries, fucb zs ibvereign people, rights of 
in, coin niit tees of fafety, univcrfal faffrages con- 
rations, he. &c. &c. ; all thefe little feaks muft 
ifs unceniuted, in whatever part of the world, and 
ider whatever circuniftanccs they may take place, 
lufe they tend to degrade the principles of ih 
American revolufioiu A pretty realbn^ upon my 
iford, and I make no doubt maybe very fatisfaflory 
rith fume people, though it is not fo with rae. 

Onc thing, however, I muft allow^ that while 
he printers are thus ftriilly forbidden to degrade the 
aerimn chara&^r^ &c, they have ample room lefi 
^r whatever talent they may poflels at degrading* 
rhey are allowed to attack, without mercy and 
rithout remorfe, without truth and without de- 
ency, all the other individuals and nations of the 
ETorld, revaluiimary Frame excepted. Great Brt' 
iin< and all her fubjed:3, in themafsand individn- 
lly, have long been configned over to them as law- 
il ptfiy. This is the light in which Fetmo^s Sub- 
briber tees the matter. He, good foul ! wifhcs io 
\tuy all mmmfities *i but he by no means dil approved 
the maliciou3 miecdote^ becaufe it was a Jlrok^ 
Great Briiam. 

The otficiouE defender of the honour of America 

ight torecotlcfl:, that animollties are not buried by 

>ntinually keeping them in view (^n one ftde \ and if 

lie be really in earneft with refpefl lo his wifhcs for 

caling the breach between the people of the two 

jation*?, I beg of him to be affuredj that rcconci- 

itiooaud harmony with the ignorant or the ran- 

I corous. 
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ff was never yet cffe£led hy mildnefs rnidfor^ ^. 

I well know the opinion that prevails refpctfling 
newfpaper printers. I know that it is a general no- 
lion, that a man of this profeffion fhould have no 
ieotiment of his own ; that he ihould be a mere ■ 
puppet, fuch as little Brown, and many others that ^ 
I could mention *, and that, at the awful name of j 
suBfiCEJBERj his knecs fhould begin knocking togc- ■ 
ther like thofe of Nebnchadnezzan — This does not - 
fuit me. — I have no idea of being a llibjetSl of the ^ 
/overeigfi peopfe^ or of unyporfmi thereof. ■ 

Let this ferve as an anhver to Fermo^s^ Suh/c fiber 
and to all thofe who think like him: that when- 
ever, and wherever, I meet with any malicious af* 
ferfwm on Britain, her King, or her fubjc6ls, the 
btiterefi drop in my pen ihall be employed in reta- 
liation, whatever interpretation may be given to it, 
or whomfoever it may difpleafe. And, if Fmm^s 
Subfcriber fhould be inclined to call th\%incQ7i/iJi€n€y^ 
ict him recollefl, that I declared, in one of the 
pamphlets which he is plea fed highly to approve of, 
th^t' to the enemies of my country I had always 
** ^cndtrcd hatred for /tatredf and/corn for Jiorn"^ 
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Friday^ %y^^ Octobee* 

Since the revolution, the French have been dlf- 
f inguifhed by many new and unexampled atrocities ; 
but that their country has always been fertile in 
crimeSj will appear by the following tale : 

** A certain Nicholas Phllippot, a lockfmith of 
Orleans^ was long noted for an ingenious workman, 
but he rendered himfclf particularly famous by the 
fabricaticiiof this machine* 

" There was an intimacy between him and one 
Francis Meunier, a glazier of the fame place ; but 
Philippe t's vifits became fo frecjueot^ that Meunier 
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began to be apprchenlive for the frailty of his wife, 
and attempted to put a flop to them. At firfl h« 
only dropped fome hints of his uneafinefs ; but wbea 
he found they were not properly noticed^ he told the 
lockfmith in plainer terms, that if he did not deiifi; 
from his diHionourable purpoic^ he would take more 
lefblute meafures. 

" This put a flop to his vilits ; but it appeared 
that the intercourfe between Elizabeth Breton, 
Meunier's wife, and Philippot, was flill kept up. A 
iervant girl in the family, named Marie Madeleine 
Froe, was employed by her miflrefs to convey letters 
to Philippot and to bring back hisanfwers. 

** During all this time the hufband lived in per- 
fcdt fecurity. He never heard Philippot's name 
mentioned after he had forbidden his vifits, and he 
entertained no fufpicion of an epiflolary correfpond- 
cnce. 

*^ One day in the month of May, 1776, a porter 
brought him a box from one of his cuftomers, which 
he faid contained a number of prints that were to bo 
framed and glazed. But as the porter brought no 
letter of direftions refpecling the bulinefs, he je- 
fufed to receive it. In a few days the fame porter 
returned with the fame box, diredled to M. Meunier, 
and brought a letter with it, by which he was in- 
formed, that it belonged to a perfon for whom he 
had been ufed to work, and was ordered to frame 
the prints that were contained in it. He now re- 
ceived the box, but deferred opening it till next 
morning. 

^' Asfoon as he had opened his fhop next mornr 
ning, he fet about unpacking the box ; but hardly 
had he taken off the lid, which was faflened on 
very artfully, before he was fiunned by a violent 
explofion, and badly wounded in his hands and, 
face. After the fright was ov^r, the box was exa- 
mined, aod it was found to contain a machine, 

armed 
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,»cmedwith a pair of piftols, which had juft difchargod 
their contents. Fortunately for the poor glazier, th« 
'muzzles were not pointed direcSlly towards him, and 
the bullets flew into the flrcet without hurting any - 
body. 

'** Meunier had the box immediately conveyed to 
the magiflrate, and gave in a depofition of the fa(3:. 
The porter was apprehended, and fwore that he had 
received the box from Philippot. 

" He declared likewife, that, after delivering the 
box, he returned to Philippot, who thanked him 
for his fervice, and, befides paying him handfomcly, 
treated him with a glafs of wine. As Philippot had 
abfconded, the porter w^s committed to gaol, whcsre 
be was found dead next morning, not without jnft 
fufpicion of being poifoned. Philippot fled to Pari$» 
where he fecreted himfelf fome time under a ficti- 
tious name, but was difcovered at laft, and fent back 
to Orleans in irons. He was tried, and as the evi- 
dence was very clear, he was foon condemned to be 
broke on the wheel ; which punifliment he fufFered 
lyith as much heroi'fm as was difplayed by any of 
ih^ late French patriots at the Place de laJievolution. 

Saturday, 28^^ October^ 

Remarks, on the Letter of Dr. J. Redman Coxe.-^ 
As the bubble-mouthed author of the letter has not; 
written his name at length, I cannot make my re- 
marks in reply quite fo pointed as the infolence of 
tfce attack ieems to call for. I Ihall, however, do 
as well as I can. 

He fays I was ^' raifed from the/i/V/ to fill a ufeful 
and honourahle fl:ation in life.*' — If I had written fuch 
a fentence as this of any Jmerican^ I fhould have 
been called perfonal, and charged with the heinous 
crime of degrading private chara£ier. But this fel- 
low imagines that, either in his quality oijuhjcriber 

VQI., V|i; T ^t. 



'274 GAZETTE SELECTrfONS. 

ov prjc?ngn citizen^ he has a right to fay of a new^ 
]>riiitcT jufr what he plcafes. As to my being raifed 
from the ///>/, I am at a lofs to know whether bfc 
alludes to the mcannefa of my late pnjfeffioriy or to 
that of tny hirth. If to the former, I would haw 
him know, that a private foldicr in the Briti(b army 
is a poll of honour compared with that of Merry 
Jlridrew to a Qnack, which he is at this time ; and 
if he alludes to the meannefs of my hirth, all 1 fhall 
lay is, that I came of honejl kkt ; and that if I have 
no Judges for my relations, I have naJhop^Ufiirig thieves^ 
So niiich for raifing from the dirt. 

The gentleman is aware that the fadlion, to which 
'blood has lately cemented him, will accufe him of 
having been one of what he calls my fupporterSy and 
therefore he has attempted an apology for his having 
given, as likewife for his having withdrawn, his^^- 
fort. He fupported me, in order to check the re- 
vilcrs of the Government ; his end is obtained : but 
he now, poor gentleman! laments the confequences : 
my Gci7Xttc is quite changed', I have perverted the 
liberty of the pre) s by the lubflitution of hcentiotifnefs. 
Now the plain Englifti of all this hackneyed non- 
fenfe is jull this : Mr. J. R. C. was very well pleafed 
with my paper and ail it contained; "truth ought 
to be made known ;'* the malk ought to be pulled off 
the hypocrite, and vice every where Ihovvn in its ut- 
mofl deformity. 

All was right till I unfortunately aflerted that men 
could not live "joithoiii Hood. Then my Gazette be- 
came a ^^ fink offlander',^^ Xhtn my political principles 
were called in queftion ; then \ perverted the liberty 
of the fr<fs\ and from a Magnus Apollo, became a, 
*' wofifler and a rafcaiy Dreadful metamorphofis \ 

That tiiefc bkeding gentlemen have no dillike to 
fatire, or cxiznfcandcd, when not aimed at themfelves, 
I could produce mofl damning proofs; and with 
regard to Mr. J. R. C- (if theie. initials (}o not mif- 
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^Jeadtne), he propofcd to me, he urged and he preflcd 
me, and that more than once or twice, toJampoon 
Jeveral of his brother ^hyficians ! I did not do it ; for I 
never fufFer myfelf to hcfet o?i. This is the delicate 
jgentleraan, who now dilapproves of my paper, be- 
caufe it contains perfonal ahife ; and who fo pathor 
ticaliy laments having ^^ fupported'' me, fince he 
iinds that I have ^^ perverted the liberty of the prefi 
by the fubftitution of licentioufnefs !" Decent, 
^ndid, humane young man ! But confummate hy- 
pDcrify is what we muft expe6l to find in one who 
has had the good fortune to have Ruihfora^r^- 
ceptor. 

As to what this barber-furgieon has to fay about 
-Noah Webfter and Rittenhoufe, the lying Eulo- 
gium, &c. I leave it to fpeak for itfelf, and.lhaU 
conclude with a remark or two on the difcredit he 
attempts to throw on my medical JkilL He infinuates 
(and I have a great mind io pro/ecuie him for it)^ 
that having been bred a farmer, and having after- 
wards been a foldier, and a printer, lean know no- 
thing of medicine. It is fair, I think, to allow, 
that f never pretended to meddle with any branch ol 
the trade, except the treatment of the j^//ow/^v^r; 
and this pupil of Rufti ought to knovsr that his 
mafter afferts, that he could, and adtually did, 
make feveral perforis complete phyficians (as far as 
related to this diforder) in the courfe oifour hours. 
. Now, allowing me to have had as little leifure as 
the young quack pleafes, the deuce is in it if I could 
not dedicate four hours to the attainment of fuch 
a fublime fcience. In this refpedl, then, I am bis 
equal ; and having been born and bred ^ farmer, 
inftead of being a difadvantage, is an advantage th^t 
I enjoy over him. ^Every farmer's fon is, in fome 
degree, a practical phlehotomift* I have cut the 
throats of fcores of geefe and little pigs, and I al- 
ways perceived, that the moment the bloo^x^as, QUf of 
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the hody the poor creatures died. ' This remark, to 
iRrhich I did not remember a linglc exception, led 
me to conceive an unconquerable horror for ti[i6 
bleeders and their fyflem. 

I fhall now take my leave of the young quack, 
counfclling him, when he feels his gall overflowing 
again, to employ fome one as a fecretary ; for his 
prcfcnt performance is a jumble of fuch blind, fuch 
abominable nonfcnfc, as never before made its ap- 
pearance, even in ihe Grub-flreet Gazette of Uoyd 
and Bradford. 



Monday, 30*^ October. 

Tichegru. — This poor wretch is now accufed of 
being a royaJift by the monfters who have arretted 
him, and who have pretended to find proofs of his 
treafon in certain letters. 

This has been the conftant prafticc of every fac- 
tion. When they have got iheir enemies in their 
clutches, they forge correfpondcnces. This was the 
mode that Fayette and his fadion purfued towards 
the Marquis of Favras, and by which they bafely 
efFedlcd the murder of the moft accomplifhed, gal- 
lant, and loyal gentleman in all Europe. This was 
the mode that the Briffotines purfued towards the 
King, that Robefpierre purfued towards the Brif- 
fotines, and that Pichegru and Co. purfued to- 
wards Robefpierre and bis gang ; and this game 
will ever be played, and will ever fuccced too, 
among a people who, like the French, are infUnc* 
ively fufpicious. 

One may fee at the very firft glance, that Mo- 
reau's letter was dicSlatcd to him, and that the trea^ 
Jon of Pichegru is all an invention of the Directory. 
Why did not Moreau make known this treafon be- 
fore ? He had had the papers in his hands forfonit 
months y ajid yet, though their content^ were of fuch 

" a horrid 
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a liorrM nature, he never thought of communicating 
them to the Government, till the gidled Pichegru was 
Jafeing^ol; or at Icaft till Moreau knew he foon 
would be there* 

I foretold Pichegru's fate fo long ago as the 21ft 

of Julyp The raomeut I faw him applauded by the 

Jovereign peopk^ I let him down for a dead man, I 

willj with the reader's leave^ quote my words on the 

occafion : 

'^ If Pichegru is not a fool, like La Fayette he 
^' will be the only defpot in France in lefs than three 
*^ months: the other five who at prefcnt play the 
** farce of liberty and equality, he may eafily kick 
*^ into the kennel, if he does not think it neceffary 
'* to took them up. But Pichegru is a foldier; his 
*^ brains, like Monfieur M*Dowal the Congrefs 
" man, are depofited in his belly. He underftands 

nothing but murder and pillage ; and is therefore 

by no means calculated to counterplot the meta- 
" phyficians and alchymifts : the former will foon 
" prove the fitncfs of hacking his wind pipe, and, 
** in lefs than four and twenty hours afterwards, the 
*^ latter will have his bones in the crucible. Poor 
*' monfterl how many eyes are upon him at this' 
*' moment 1 I dare fay that Lou vet, TalUcn, and 
*^ Co. have already found out a foft place to flab 
** him in. Such is, and may luch ever be, the re- 
" ward of ufurpation !'* 

My predicSlion is not quite accompli fhed. The 
poor caitiiFs bones are not yet in the crucible : 
but, all in good time. They will take care of hinip 
Thofe who providers amply for the lamented Dau^ 
^///« will not be at a lots in equipping PichegrLJ* 

Let not the reader imagine^ that I lament his fate. 
Of blame the conduct of his enemies. As I rejoice 
at the one, fo I commend the other. I wifli to iec 
them a reciprocal fcQurge; to fee them cut each 
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which it has fitcli a fair and mconte0ab!e claim f 
and I atn aftaid this will never be^ while we ba^e 
fuch a Groveraor as we have at prefent, and while 
the democrats to the wefiward preferve the influx 
cncc they now pofll fs. They have repeatedly cii* 
devoured to draw back the feat of governmeot^ 
imd they certainly are as indifFerent tothe fateof 
Pliiladelphia as tliey are to that of London, 

To ret lira to Gripus and his char'Uy — the fa6i is 
rica<ftly this : all thoic who are able and willmg tp 
work J may have it without going to the canal, and 
tticreforc they ftand in no need of fubfcriplkm i 
bqt he has a great mdiXiy Jhares to diffnfe of^ and ccr- 
tatuly no one would have blamed him for en- 
deavouring to find a purchaferj had he not attenapt^ 
ed it mnier ike ckak qfhf^owing chariiy on others* I 
liavc CASAL LOTTERY TICK EL'S to fell, and I have 
% right to feck curtonaers for them ; but, what would 
people think of me, if I were to conjure them to 
}»iirchale in the namcof ^A/irZ/y/* 



^ Webiibsdayj i^^ November, 

; RepnUkan Fkitiery^^ Among the many curious 
&€hi brought toligiit by Mr. Gifford's Anfwer to 
KasKiNB, the following rptcimens of republican 
KtATTERY arc weli worthy of being read and pre- 
fcrvedp 

** It Sft an invariable pradiice with the advocates 
for rcpublicanifin and democracy to reprcfcnt ilat- 
tcry and corruptbu as the excluiive offspring of mo- 
narrliicMl eftah!iflinricn(s, and as confined within the 
circtimii^ribed limits of a court- But tl^e annals of 
♦he demornitic republic, or republican democracy, 
^ rti^ciuTatcd France, exliibit fome fpecimens of 
iduUtion which can fcarccly be equalled ; and which 
pm^ that the fol lowers of the Gallic demagogue 
Aii^flld the courtiers of CANgtSf The following 
i r^ _ letters 
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letters to Robefpierre will fuiiice to demoufirate the 
tnith of my affertion : 

** 2 2d Prairial, 2 J Year of tie Froich 
Reptihlic^ 07ie and indivifible. 

^* Do thou, who enlighieneft the unherfe by thjr 
^ writings, ftrike terror into the tyrants, and en- 
<« courage the hearts of all people. Tiioxx Jillefi the 
^ worlii with thy fame. Thy principles are thofe of 
" nature ; thy language that of humanity ; thou rc- 
^* floreft raan to his native dignity, and, fertile Crea* 
«* /<?r, thou regtnerateji the human fpecles upon earth ; 
*^ thy genius and thy wife policy have been the fur* 
•* vivors of liberty ; thou leadeft the French, by the 
** virtues of thy heart, to conquer or die for li- 
** bcrty and virtue; and thou teacheft France, crft 
^^ fo proudi and lofty, to adore equality* Be care- 
** ful of your health, for our happinefs and our 
*^ gloiy. This is the prayer of my heart, which i^ 
•* pure as thine own. 

'' J. P. Brssok.'' 
Another r 
*^ Sage Legislator^ 
- " The country, nature, and the Divinity^ owe 
^* you a triple crown, and I pay ^ juft tribute in 
** offering you the fruits which I have reaped from 
." the exercife of your principles. 

" %olh Florealy ia Year^ Pxx, Emoin^ejl." 

Another : 
*' The eflcem which I entertained for you during 
the fittings of the Conftitucnt Aflembly, induced 
me io place you in the heavens by the fide of An- 
dromeda, in the plan oi 3, federal monument ^ with 
which I propofed to immortalize our revolu- 



<c 



tion." 



Thefe letters arc cxtraifled from an oflicial report 
JbjF CopRTOxs, from the committee appointed to 

examine 



^H GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

examine the papers feized, after the death of i?d-* 
k^fierrey at hishoiifc, and at the houfes of bis ac-< 
complices. This report contains many more letters 
€f the fame kind. 



Thursday, 2^ November. 

Fraternal Fun. — Ne^v-York^ November 3. By ail^ 
extract of a letter from an American Captain, dated 
at Acquin, 12th September, to his owner in this 
city, we learn, that, " On the 3d of September at 
fea, Porto Rico bearing S.S.W. diftant twenty 
leagues, I fell in with a French privateer brig of 
twelve guns. The Captain ordered out my boat, 
and me to come on board with my papers ; with 
which I immediately complied. He firft put the 
people in irons, and then lalhed them to the fore- 
maft. I received a number of threats, but he found 
them to no purpofe. He ordered his officers out of 
♦he cabin, prelented a brace of piftols, and placed 
♦hem before me — I believe he felt himfelf guilty, for 
he did not do it with a good face. He took the 
brig's yawl, two barrels of pork, two ditto of her* 
ring, three kegs of butter, nine cheefes, hams; 
ducks^ four barrels of potatoes, four ditto of 
onions, a number of fmall articles not mentioned^ 
and gave me an order on a gentleman^ in Jacquemel 
as follows : 

*^ Mr. D.\rk and Cloudy Weather, 

*' Pleafe to pay Pardan AJmy, mafter of the 
American brig Electa, taken at fea by the privateer 
Without Fear, for the articles before mentioned,^ and 
fend your order to Cape. Fran9ois to a man of the. 
fame defcription, and you will get yodr money." , 

No Signature. 

' . Friday, 
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Friday, 3^ November. 

'^ When the French revolution commenced 
" there were very few republican Americans, per- 
** haps no^ one^ but fell a rooft cordial intereft in the. 
*' event, and anxioufly wiftied it complete fuccefs. 
^^ It was a revolution of principles, and bid fair to 
** give freedom and happinefs to a great nation. 
** Every account which announced its progrefs was 
•* read with pleafure ; and afpirations of gratitude. 
" to the Supreme Difpofcr of human affairs, for fo 
*^ lignal a triumph of liberty over defpoHJm^ iffued 
*^ from every truly American heart. 

*^ But in the courfe of this great operation, ^o 
'* many unneceflary cruelties were perpetrated, and 
** the blood of fo many virtuous republicans wantonly 
'* Ihed, to gratify the malignant fpirit of party, 
^* that feveral began to have doubts of the general 
^* reftitude of their meafures." 

The effay, from which this quotation is made, and 
which appears to be from the pen of the editor, is ot 
confiderable length. 1 ,have thought this part only 
worthy of particular attention at this time. 

In the firft place, I wi(h the writer had fixed the 
epoch of this triumph of liberty over de/potifm. At 
what time fince the curfed revolution has been on 
foot, has there been any fuch thing as liberty in 
France ? I (hould be glad if this wifeacre would at- 
tempt to prove that the monarchy of France was a 
defpotifm. Nothing furely is fo perverfe as a ftupid 
creature that takes it into its head to call itfelf a 
republican^ without knowing why or wherefore. I 
would fooner by half have to deal with a mule or a , 
jackafs. The writer will tell you that he was a 
friend of the American revolution, yet he joins in 
fland^ring the niemory of Louis XVI, ; and he 5^hpm 
the Corigrefe called their great and good ally^ he calls 
a defpt^ merely becaufe Se is fallen. 
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The infcntion of the elFay is to apologize for the 
fhnn^c whiLh ha?» t;ikcn pla^^e In the mindsof Ame- 
rican'^, rorpf^lin^ tl*e Fa^nch revolnlioii. The wti- 
tcr, thcretorc, after having given an ^iccoant of the 
univerfal approval ion with which that event was 
viewed, proceeds^ to fell how people hecame diiguftcd 
with it- *' So many unneceflary cruelties were pcr- 
*^ pctratetl,'* fays he, " and the blood of fo nFianf 
«* vip'tnms repuhlkam wantonly flied, that federal 
^* l>egan to doubt of the rectitude of their meafures," 

Ro, then^ it waa not till the blood oiih^'uirlmm 
repnblictim began io flow, that the people of Ame-- 
riea doubted of ihc rectitude of the French leaders ? 
The nobles, the prietls, hundreds of thoufands of 
royalifts, were hntrhcrcdj and ** our great and good 
ally" and his family into the bargain ; but ft ill, it 
ietrms, all would have been right enough, if the blood 
of the I'irwojis rrf^nif/hdm had not l>een fljcd^ All 
would have been well t*nough, if the blood of the 
infamous Brifibt and his fadioni and of the long 
flrixtg of perjured ruffians who have tollowcd them 
fo the fcaffold, had not been fhed ! Had this filthy 
blood, which was made to moiiten the dirtj been 
prcfervcd, my New-York brother is fo good as to 
fignify that ttic people of America never would have 
doubted of the rectitude of the raeafures of the re- 
volutionifts. If this be true, there is no fpecies of 
punilhmeot they do not merit at the hands of the 
French, If they bafely approved of the mallacres of 
the nobles, priefls, and other roj^alifts, they delervc 
to frel the handj nay, the axe of ttie revolution* 
Pluudenng I heir vefieh^ and flogging their caicalTed^ 
is not half the putiiftment they deferve. 



«1h 



November, 



Saturbay, 4" 

hifohmt Debtors, — It is faid that within Ihefc 
"few days a vail number of perfons are gone to gaol 



fir this city, In order to come ouiwJnlewafiedhy the 
in/olvenl //t*?, at the next court of Ntj^ Prhts, which 
meets on the 20th inftant* Thefe AofieJ} fellows are 
faidto amount to nearly a hundred. M I can obtain 
a lift of their names, I will certainly publifh it in 
niy pap^r. It is fhameful that thcfe crying enormi- 
ties ihould exifi:^ and that they fhould pals too, tm^ 
fmfured and imnQticed, One would think that the 
prefe was in a league with all the fwindkrs and 
rogues in the country ; for the public arc kept totally 
ignorant of what is palHng in the courts of juflice ; 
and when a povvertul or popular fcoundrel commits 
an-a£t, wliich in another country would hoift him 
up to cverlailing contempt or execration J it is kept 
as clofe and as fnug as Xh^faux pas of a frail fitter, 
who has the good fortune to have a prudent old aunt 
in the country. What can be tlie reafon of this ? 

The laws of France^ when France was worthy of 
being called a nation, made even the fan of an infol* 
nient debior incapable of any pttbUc iriiji. This^ at 
iirfl light, appears cruel ; but if wc believe that the 
Yiceof contradiing debts rum in the bUod^ we lliall 
be fatisfied with its juftice, and that this is the cale 
I moft fincerely believe. Example, too, does a great 
deaL A man will go great lengths when kept in 
countenance by the condudi: of his father. I dare 
'lay the Honourable John Swanwick^ for infta nee, feels 
himfelf a good deal confoled by recollcifting that his 
father didjh before Mm. 

A gentleman aildng what it was that confined Mr, 
Swanwici to his houfe, and being anfwered that he 
had the dyfentety, replied, ** I thought fo, for I ha^c 
perceived him ^am^ backward for forae time," 

Tuesday, 14*^ November, 

Fayette. — La Fayette*s liberty was dffercd him, it 
is faidj on condition that be would take an oath to go 
to America. He replied, that though he intended 
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Engli/k JuJIice. — (From Mr. Dewnie.) The C///- 
«/irj Reprefentativesof France ape the flyle of a Po- 
lifli diet. They bandy the angry word, and half 
tinfheath the military weapon. An arbitrary Le*. 
giflature and infolent armies infringe the couflitu*^ 
lion, and the French flambeau yields a fullen and 
dubious light. In the Council of Five Hundred, 
Vaublanc, a real French -gentleman of the ancient 
feature, ha^ denounced the late addreiTes of the ar* 
mies as outrages on the legiflative authority. — ^Thc 
letters of Bayard, our faithful mercantile agent at 
London, give the lie diredl and the " quip modeft'* 
to the Jacobins, who have aiTerted, that our mer- 
chants would never receive indemnification from 
the Britifh courts for maritime lofles. On the con- 
trary, the juftice of England metes a righteous mear* 
fure of recompenfe to every juft claimant. This is 
not the mode of French courts. We look up with 
admiration to the laws and conflitution of England. 
TTiere is our language fpoken ; thence we derive our 
origin ; there are arts and arms, the power to charm, 
poliihed, and to coerce licentious life. 

^ Tribunals iland crcfted there. 
There equity takes place ; 
There Hand the courts and palaces 
Of royal Alfred's race.** 

Bleeding Puff.-^From the New- York Paper. ^^ 
** This day there is to be a meeting of the truftee$ 
*^ of Columbia College. The obje6l of their meet- 
^^ ing is to invite Dr. Benjamin Rufh to a profeffor* 
*^ ihip of the practice of phyfic in Columbia Col- 
'^ lege. A correfpondent is happy in remarking, 
*' that there are few obftacles in a choice which mull 
'* refult in fo many advantages to Colunibia College. 
^' He is a man horn to he ufeful toficiety.'*^ 

And fo is a mufquito^ i horfe-leech, a ferret, ^ 
fole ^aty a weazeli for thcfe arc all hheders^ and un- 

derjftand 
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clerftand their bufinefs full as well as Dodlor Rufh 
docs his. 



Swanwick. — ^The Hon. John Swanwick, M. C. ap- 
peared abroad yefterday for the firfl: time lincc his 
late indi/pofuion. — Now he may walk the ftreets in 
fecurity : no conftabl6 dafes lay his unholy finger^, 
on him. — By the by, it was no fuch filly thing in 
thofe wbo made the conflitntion (and who, no 
doubt, intended to be Congrefg-men thcmfelves) 
to make the Congrefs Hall a fort 6ifanShiary. No- 
thing could be more convenient. 

Negotiations at LiJIe.-^The foreign intelligence, 
announced to the public. this day, is^by far the moft 
agreeable that has reached this couiilry for fome 
time t No peace between England and France ; and 
the proof of the great divifion among the fcoundrels 
of Paris. 

Peace with thofe wretches never could be (afe. 
Par better were it to be engaged in a continual con- 
flid ; to drain the nation to its laft fixpencc, and its 
laft foldier, than to make a peace that would op^n 
the floodgates, and let in a torrent of detnocracy land 
.atheifm. All communication ought to be cut off 
with this mifcreant people, as with a peft-houfe or 
lazaretto; and war is the only efiedlual bar-- 
rier. 

The adding of 172 Deputies to the lift of the pro- 
fcribed is a very pleafing circumftance. It flioWs 
that the parties are nearer of e^ual ftrength than we 
imagined, and leaves reafon to hope that they will 
come again to the conflidl. At any rate, there are 
172 fcoundrels more provided for : that is fo much 
gained. They will kill no more kings, and queen?, 
and priefts^ and honeft meii^ and women^ and 
children. 

TOL. \u. V Republican 
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RspTdblican Bafmefs. — Va^is i^th Sept. " Tho 
Council received fcvcral congratulatory addrcfles oa 
the 4th September, from Chalons fur Marne, Cler- 
iivont, Ferrand, and feveral other communes. I nfer- 
tion and mention to be made in the Proccfs-vi^rbal/' 

This is the old courfe exadlly. Whenever a fet of 
fcoundrcis have knocked down their opponents, and 
aiTumed an abfolute power over property and life^ 
immediately the bafe munich)a1ities and depart- 
ments have flocked in with their congratulaiions. 
What a nation of mifcreants ! Thefe addreflers 
Ihought that the tyrants ought to have their throats 
cut, at the very moment they were addrelFing them; ' 
and they would willingly have done the job too, but 
they faw tlicm furrounded with an army ; they faw 
them uppermoft. By and by, when it is their 
turn to fall, they will difpatch them with all the 
pleafure in the world. They will put their knives 
into them with as good an appetite as they put them 
into then' dinner. 



American Captains. — Extract of a letter from the 
Captain of a brig carried into Porto Rico, dated St, 
Domingo, 0<Slober 2 ifl, 1797. *' I am ftill waiting 
for ray papers from Porto Rico, as I mentioned to 
you in my Jafl, as they only fent a copy of fuch pa- 
pers as they luppofed were fufficientto condemn the 
brig according to the old decree, which was only a 
clearance from an Englifh port; but lince their late 
decree has come forward, they will neither con- 
demn nor clear without the whole of the papers. 
From converfation I fear they will condemn the vef- 
fcl for want of a role d' equipage, as they condemned 
them on the mod frivolous pretences. Our ac- 
quaintance Mr. E. arrived here two days pafl-, cap- 
tured, on his paflage from St. Bartholomew to St. 
Thomas's, almoft in the harbour's mouth, by a little 
open boat, that they might have hoiHed on the 

deck. 
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deck of his brig. I plainly fee, unlefs Congrefs allow 
us to arm for our defence, we {hall be conftantly 
infill ted, by both French and Englijhy as they both, 
affect to treat our flag with the utmofl: difdain, and 
think no more of it than a cook*s difliclout/* 

Here's another of thefe patriotic captains, I am 
fure this fellow is a fans-cnlotte. It is the ufdal way* 
with them, when compelled to bear teftimpqv 
againft their friends, to conclude with fome expra-; 
fion that feems to intimate, that the Britifti trcajt 
tbem full as ill as the French do ; and though all 
the mercantile world, and indeed every man of ia^ 
formation, knows this to be falfe,yct it has its efFcdl 
with the mob ; and thefe fellows, who have in gc» 
neral no fmall Ihare of low cunning, know well 
enough that the mob is every thing. 

There is nothing will cure thefe fellows but abun- 
dance of flripes; and, thank Gpd, they are in a 
very fair wav of getting it. For my part, 1 look* 
upon Frendi cafligation as abfolutely ncceffary 
for the falvation of their fouls. Flog away, good 
ians-culottes, till they know how to make a dilHoc-l 
tion between French and Englifli, between foes anrf 
friends. 

French Conftitut ton. •-^XJ^on clofing the farce c£ 
the French Conftitution, one cannot help calHng to 
mind the difputes between JVebJler ?iud young Frank-- 
lift, refpe6ling that dirty pamphlet when it was firft 
made public here. They both contended for the 
honour of having it on their fide, Noah faid it was 
like the Federal Conftitution ; Franklin fvvore it was 
not, and the young imp of fedition certainly fworc 
right for once. They were continually wrangling 
about this article and that claufe ; Noah triumph- 
antly holding up thofe parts which condc .,n all 
clubs, clubbifts, &c. and Franklin, on ^is file, 
tbofe which fuited him. Both, however^ agreed in 
• u 2 * ^KloVVvcw^ 



99t GAZETTE SELECTIONS. 

cxtotting its ui/J^^m ; and I wifti I could (ay that 
they were the only perfons who were fiupid enough 
to do it. — 

Puktgm. — ^The/inf^^rV/^/ncwfmongers are making 
a dreadful outcry about their poor friend the opprefled 
PtCUEGRU, and his companions in misfortune. Now, 
Ibnny part,I rejoice at the fate of thefe villains. They 
are not ufed like men, to be fure; but then it is well 
known that they are monflers. When Mafter Piche- 
gra has fbaked his bones well at the bottom of a 
dungeon, he will perhaps call to mind (bme of the 
miferies which he and his fans-culotte ruffians fpread 
tlirough the defolated villages of the Low Countries ; 
he will, perhaps, recolle6l the churches and con- 
vents he robbed, the poor old men and women he 
turned naked and pennilefs into the world, at the 
&me time forbidding people, on pain of death, to 
give them fhelter. No, there is no pity for mif- 
creants like thefe. It is no matter whether Barras 
kills Kchegru, or Pichegru kills Barras ; fo that 
they make away with one another, I care not how, 
nor which goes firft. 

Hoche and Scherer. — ^The Commander in Chief of 
the army of the Sambre and Meufe to theMinifterof 
War Scherer. " Headquarters, Wetzlaer, 27th 
Fruftidor, i3lhSept. If I was not perfuaded that 
the Diredlory would foon do juftice to your perfidy, 
1 would only take the trouble to declare to you^ that 
I will no longer correfpond with you, 

** Does it become you to make an addrefs to the 
armies, you, the friend and moft adlive agent of the 
conipirators ; you who have furrounded us with 
ipies ; you who have perfecuted the friends of the 
government ? Haften to caufe the republicans 
whom you have betrayed and who abhor you^ to 
forget even your name. 

(Signed) *' La, Hoche/' 

\ Thi3 
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This poor devil of a minifter is, I iuppofe, marked 
out for Jflaughter or poilon, Hocl)c's letter muft 
have had the cffcdl of a death-warrant on him- I 
dare fay he began, like the people in Robelpierre's 
timcj \o feel his hmdf to know whelher it was ft ill on 
his Ihouldersor not. Poor Scherer I hi:* turn is come; 
and Hoche's will come by and by. I truft they will 
cut each other off, till there is but one left^ and he, 
I hope, will have j aft ice enough to cut his own 
Ihroat. 



Privilege ofCongrefs. — The Hon* John Swanwick, 
M. C. takes his feat in the Houfe every day ! ! 1 

It is not true that Mn S* was arrefted the other 
morning as he was going to the Houfe ; and wc can 
alTure the friends of that gentleman that they need 
entertain no fear on that fcore, for that the privilege 
of Congrefs ftielters a man as completely as that of 
the Britifh Parliament does. It would be a ihame 
indeed, if the rcprefcntatives of a fovereign people^ 
in a country of liii^rty and equality^ had not as great 
privileges as the ^^ Jlaves of a defpot^^ living in au 
** inftdar Bajtile^^ A pretty thing indeed ! 

Baehe and tht repuhlican Calmdar. — ^The Market* 
Jlreet fcoundrel, Franklin Bache, has, as ufual, 
publiihed a heatheniih republican calendar for the 
year 1788* At the head of one of the months he 
has placed the following; — ** R^ig^ ^f hhod before 
** the revoluiion. In 1788, Louis XVK had eight 
^* thou/and perfons murdered^ of both lexes and all 
" agesj at Paris, in the flreet Melee and upon the 
«« Pont Neuf;' 

Now, who ever heard of this before ? who ever 
beard of a maflacre at Paris^ while poor Louis re-» 
tained his power of king? Neverin hi** life did he 
authorize the fhedding of a drop of human blood. 
Every one of any information knows, that had it 
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not been for his uuconquerat)le averlion to fhedding 
the blood ot his ralcal lubjccts, he would this day 
have bet n alive, and king of France. And yet the 
impudent froundrel Franklin dares not only to ac* 
culr biui ol murder, but to name the number of his 
vidtims on a part<cular occafion, and the fpot where 
they tiell ; without having even hearfay tor a founds 
ation to his charge. 

'i'\\\> atrocious wretch (worthy defcendant of old 
Ben) knows that all men of any underitanding itt 
him down as an abandoned liar, as a tool and a hire- 
ling ; and he is content that they fhould do fo. He 
does not want to be thought any thing elfe. He 
knows very well, that the liory about the eight thou^ 
fund murdered people will be believed by nobody, ex* 
ccpt by thofe ignorant creatures who can fcarcely 
comprehend what they read ; but thefe arc the very 
creatures the information is intended for. Thefe are 
they whom his mafters want to fecureon their lide. 

As this Gazette is honoured with many readers in 
foreign countries, it may not be improper to give 
them fomc little accounf of this mifcreant. 

If they have read the old hypocrite Franklin's will, 
they mufl have obferved that part of his library, 
with (ome other things, are left to a cerVdin £ra?/dfon : 
this is the very identical Market-ftrect fcoundrel. — r 
He fpent feveral years in hunting offices under the 
Federal Government, and being conflantlyrcjeded, 
he at lafl became its moft bitter fue. Hence his 
abufe of General Waftiington, whom, at the time 
he was foliciting a place, he panegyrized up to the 
third heaven. 

He was born for a hireling, and therefore when 
he found he could not obtain employ in one quarter, 
he fought it in another. The firft effect of his paw 
being greafcd, appeared foon after Genet's arrival, 
and he has from ttiat time to this been as faithful to 
the cut-thro(its of Paris, as ever dog was to his 
fndicTf IJe 
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He IS an ill-looking devil. His eyes nev^^r get 
above your knees. He is of a fallow complexion, 
kollow-^heeked, dead^eyed, and has a iotU enfemhU^ 
juft like that of a fellow who has been about a week 
or ten days on a gibbet. 

Noah Wehjler and Boi/Jy SAnglas. — Noah fays, 
that '• the papers that have been publilhed as proofs 
of a confpiracy to rcftore monarchy, wear a very 
fiifpicious appearance. The Jacobin Editor of the 
Englilh Morning Chronicle declares, that the papers 
to prove Pichegru a traitor, have not even the dif^ 
guifc of impolition. To fuppofe them genuine, is 
to fuppofe the Prince of Condc, Montgaillard, d' An- 
traigues, and Pichegru, deflitute even of common 
fenle. A boy of ten years old would have conduced 
a confpiracy with more judgment and addrefs. 

** To dcltroy the credibility of tlie fiory, wc may 
oppofe to thefe filly papers, the fleady, firm, and 
patriotic condu6l of Pichegru, in a moft arduous 
public ftation, and an luiblemljhed private chara£ler. 

" If we take into the account the chara6ter of 
Barthelemy, Troncjon, Decoudray, Boifly, Marbois, 
&c. the private virtues of fome, and the fiihlic far- 
vices of all J where (hall we find the proofs of their 
guilt ? If thefe men are gui[ty, fure we are the 
proofs arc not yet before the American public. 

^* We mull ftill be incredulous as to the fa6ls ; and 
until further evidence appears, we fhall afcribe to 
fa^ion only, the moft horrible tyranny and perfecu- 
tion that ever difgraced human beings.*' 

It is diverting enough to fee into what embarrafT- 
ment the late events at Paris have plunged all the 
half-way politicians. Contrary to their confiant 
pradtice, they have thistime taken part with the fallen 
tyrants : perhaps, however, this is becaufe they havQ 
an opinion that they will be yet uppcrmoft. 

u 4 And 
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And why, let me aik, fhould the papers brought 
out upon the prefent occaiion, not be looked upon 
as genuine ? Thofe which thefe very fallen rafcal$ 
brought forth to bear witnefs againft their fovereign, 
were looked upon as fuch. The millions of lies and 
abominations publiihed by thefe villains againil the 
Queen of France and others, were all built upon 
juft fuch correfpondences ; and the genuinenefs of 
thefe was never called in queftion by the holy re- 

Eublican gang, who now feel fuch " warm fenfi- 
ility'* at the unhorfing of Barthelemy and Co. — >. 
When Fayette, by his vile agents, made fhift to 
bring the Marquis of Favras to trial, what was there 
to appear againd him but papers found in fuch a 
porte-fcuillc and fuchadelk; papers that the gallant 
Marquis never before faw or heard of? Yet this 
gentleman was, upon the evidence of fuch papers, 
condemned and executed, and Fayette was flill 
called a fine fellow. • 

In fhort, when no other evidence could be ob- 
tained, has it not been the conflant prad^ice during 
the whole of the revolution, to forge papers and cor- 
refpondences ? It is a weapon that has been ufed 
againft the King, and againft all his faithful fubjedls, 
individually or in the lump ; and fhall it be faid that 
it ought not to be ufed againft traitors, rebels^ tyrants,^ 
and murderers ? 

I lik6 to hear talk about ih^ private virtues of thefe 
fcoundrelp. ** Pichegru has an unblemijhed private 
charafter." — I wonder, now, who told Noah Web- 
fter this flory. What do we know about the poor 
cut-throat's private charaSer ? We know that he 
was at the head of a numerous horde of plunderers 
in the Low Countries ; that he robbed, pillaged, and 
violated like a barbarian. He feized on the vafes 
of the convents, turned monks and nuns out of 
their churches, to beg, or rather to ftarve ; foraftec 
having turned them out, he forbade any one to give 

them 
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them flxelter, on pain of death ! This is Naah Web- 
Iter's favourite : would to Heaven Noah were his 
aide de camp at this moment ! 

I have looked over the lift of the profcribed De- 
puties, and I politively affert that there is not one 
who does not richly defervc all the toraients that Bar- 
ras and Co. have in ftore for them*. But our filly 
politicians keep haggling about i\\^ falfehood of the 
fharges againft their friends. There was no rqyali/f 
plot J fay they. It is ftrange that every thing Noafat 
fays in juftification of his unfortunate friends, (hould 
abfolutely make againft them. Their being engagedi 
in a plot to bring in the King, is the only circuoi'* 
ftance that could poflibly tend to excite fo'rrow fof 
their fafe in the breaft of any honeft man, and. this 
favourable circumftance the obfiinate Noah is deter«r 
mined to do away. This is owing to his holy hatred! 
to kings and all that's kingly. Th» creature has 
good fenfe, writes and fpells well, if you keep him 
off from this fubjctfl ; but the moment you talk about 
kings he becomes frantic. 

The nonfenfe which I have, above quoted, con- 
cludes with infifting that the profcribing of thefe Dct 
puties is " the moji horrible tyranny and perfecution that 
*^ evtr difgraced human hein^sT Now, what a ftock 
of impudence muft a fellow have to make this de« 
claration, with the millions of bloody deeds of the 
French revolution in his memory ? What ! was 
the profcribing of fixty-five rafcal Deputies a niore 
horrible a6k of tyranny than razing the city of Lyons ? 
Was it a more horrible acft of tyranny than feizing 
the property of a hundred thoufand ecclefiaftics, and 
hunting them from the kingdom ? Was it worfe 
than murdering the King, his Queen, his fifter and 
his fon ? This uafortunate youth was kept fliut up 
like a malefadlor ; every Ipecies of infujt and cruelty 

was 
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was exercised towards him ; the guards fpit and threw 
dirt into his yi&uals, and, at lad, the atrocious 
hell-hounds of the Convention (of which our dear 
fallen friends were moft of them members) ordered 
bim to be waked every ten mhmtes during the night. 
A wretch,, with voice infernal, went to the grating 
of his cell, and bawled out Cafet ! When the Prince 
bad anfwered, the mifcreant retired, tilt another ten 
minutes were expired. But all this is nothing to 
Noah Wcbftcr ; the poor Prince was not a 'virtuous 
rHmbUcan like the hypocrite Boiffy d'Anglas, the 
plundering Pichegru, and the bloody Carnot. The 
iDurdering of forty thoufand perfons at Nantz, as 
snany more at Lyons, and forty times forty thoufand 
in La Vendee ; the burning of people alive, ripping 
open women with child, with the thoufands of name^ 
lefs horrors which the infernal revolution has given 
birth to ; was not all this more horrible tyranny than 
the profcribing of 65 Deputies ? Ao, fays Webfter : 
ibofe people were royaUJisy whereas the Deputies are 
virtuous republicans. 

This is the cant with which he falves over every 
thing. But happy am I to obferve, that he meets 
with many rubs and difappotntments. His friends 
generally get dungeoned, or lopped off, or tranf- 
ported ; and they will continue to be (b ferved, till 
he has the heart-killing mortification to fee another 
King on the throne of France ; which he will fee 
though he fhould ride through Connedticut to pick 
up a colle6tion of John Knox's thundering curfesto 
hurl on the heads of the royaliAs. 



Wednesday, 23^ November. 

Prieftky running for Chaplain to Congrefs.^r^Thh 
day an eledlion was held, in the Houle of Repre- 

fentatives^ 



NOVEMBER, 1797. ^ 

fcntatives, for- Chaplain. The refult was as fol- 
lows : 

54 votes for Dr, Green 
6 for Dr. Priejtley 
3 for Dr. Blair 
1 for General Williams 
I for Mr. Uftick. 
Dr. Green was of courfe declared duly eleAcd. 
Poor Prieftley is depreciating very faft. OnlyjSp 
votes out oi Jixiy-five ! Oh, how nncerely will he 
wilh the Congrefs at the devil, and himfelf at Bir- 
mingham ! — But who is this General who is voted for 
gs Chaplain ? He muft be of the true church rmh^^ 
tanti 

Hutch FeJiivaL — Hagiie^ Sept. 23. A national 
feftival is ordered, to celebrate the French events of 
September 4. All public officers are to be required 
to Iwear ^* eternal hatred again ft the Stadtholder- 
ihip, ariflocracy, and anarchy." 
* Thefe poor devils have had no revolution among 
them, yet they are obliged to swear within an inch 
of their lives, juft the fame as if they had over- 
thrown a royalift fadion too. The French will 
Jiarafs thefe phlegmatic rafcals to death. They will 
teafe them till they run mad. No matter ; fo that 
they do but fufFer much ; fo that they do but feel 
themfelves almoft in the ftate of the damned ; fo 
that this happens, no matter how, or by what 
means. Bafe, mifcreant race ! I hope their forrows 
^re but beginning. I fliould be forry to fee the 
$tadtholder refume his authority, till the vile 
wretches have groaned almoft their laft breath 1^- 
neath the lafti of their dear friends. Muddy-brain- 
ed rafcals ! juft wit enough to be treacherous, and 
juft courage enough to aim a fly ftab at their bene- 
facftors !-^May pcftilence, famine, fire, and the 
|\yord, ultiipately devaftate their country, till there 
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is not a fans- calotte, or the defcendant of a ians* 
culotlc, left alive ! 



Judge M^Kean. — This vile old wretch, who now 
difgrates the Courts of the unfortunate State of 
Pennfylvauia, was formerly a ilableman at a tavern 
in Cheficr County. The following lines allude to 
this his fiate of innocence : 

OLDTopERto curry in^ borfes was bred ; 

But, tir*d of fo huuiole a life, 
To currying favour he turned his head, 

Aad's now curried himfelf by his wife. 



Mifflin an injhlvent Debtor. — It is thought that his 
Excellency of Pennfylvauia will, in his next fpeech to 
the Lcgiflature, fubmit to their confideration fome 
projedl for the furiher relief of that numerous and 
tifeful dtaifs of citizens, the infolvent debtors. 

His Excellency*^ tendernefs and philanthropy arc 
well known ; and it is to be hoped, that, before his 
Goverttorjhip expires^ he will effedlually guard againft 
imprifonment for debt. It is contrary to the principles 
of liberty, and highly degrading to the State. Ac- 
cording to the prelent cruel laws, not only common 
people may be imprifoned, but even a Governor^ the 
next day after his time is out, may have his carcqfs 
Jeized and penned up ihjail^ and that too among poor, 
puny, pitiful devils of debtors, who do not owe 
aboN^e ten dollars ! — Is not this an evil that ought tQ 
be guarded again fl * ? 

Louvet, — The laft news tell us that the infamous 
Louvet is dead. I wonder what made this rafcal 



♦ The Legiflature of the State a^wally did pafs fuch a law in 
a few months after this paragraph was written ; but, as it happen* 
fd, the benevolent law was of no ufe to Mifflin ; for his tioie a^ 
Governor was fcarcciy expired, when he gave all his creditors^ the 
flip,* by throwing himfelf into the boat of Old Charon. 

4 famous f 
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famous ? Was it the order which he gave in ihe fol- 
lowing words : " Pay to the bearers on demand 
♦* twelve livres iov ajji/ting to dtfpatch the priefts a^ 
^* St. firming If this villain is dead without tor- 
ment, I am forty for it ; but flill I would rather he 
fhould be dead than alive. I count everyone that 
falls as fo much clear gain. 

La Fayette. — It feems, that this citizen -mifctfant 
was actually releafed on the 27th of Auguft laft. 
Previous to which, the Emperor alked of liim a de- 
claration. — The items of the demand may be con- 
ceived from the following, which was the^ffed : 
Declaration of General La Fayette^ dated Olmutz^ 
Auguft, 16, 1797. 

** The commiflion with which the Marquis dc 
Chafteller is intrufted, appears to relate to three 
points : 

" I. His Imperial Majefty wifhes to afceriain 
the true ftate of our lituation at Olmutz. — 1 am not 
dilpofcd to prefer any complaint upon the fubje6l; 
the detailed circumftanccs refpefting it may be 
found in the letters, received or fent back, which 
were tranfmitted by my wife to the Auftrian Go- 
vernment ; and if his Imperial Majefty is not fatif- 
fied by reading over the orders fent in his name 
from Vienna, I am willing to give the Marquis dc 
Chafteller any information he may think proper to 
defire. 

** a. His Majefty the Emperor and King 
wifhes to be affured that, up6n my releafe, I Ihall 
immediately fet out for America. — 1 have frequently 
fignified this to be my intention ; but as an anfwer, 
under the prefent circumftanccs, might feem to ad- 
mit the right of exadtiog fuch a condition, I do not 
judge it proper to comply with this demand. 

" 3. His Majefty the Emperor «nd King doe« 
me the honour to fignify to me that the principles 

which 
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whTch I profefs, being incompatible with the fccU'* 
rity of the Auftrian Goverament, it is his pleafdfe 
that I fhould not re-enter his dominions without bi» 
ipecial permiflion. — I have duties from which I am nof 
at liberty to withdraw myfelf. I am under obliga-* 
tions of duty to the United States ; above all, I am 
under obligations of duty to France, and I can con- 
tradl no engagement inconfiftent with thofe rights 
which my country holds over roe. With thefe ex- 
ceptions, I can affurc the General Marquis dc 
Chafiellcr, that it is my invariable refolution never 
to fet foot on any territory fubjeft to his Majefty 
the King of Bohemia and Hungary ; confequently 
I the underfigned engage myfelf to his Majefty 
the Emperor and King, never, at any time, to enter 
into any of his hereditary dominions, without having 
firfi obtained his fpecial permijfiojt^ provided this en- 
gagement is. not underftood to contravene the right' 
ny country holds over me. 

(Signed) " La Fayette*** 

Had I been the Emperor, this faucy fellow fhould 
have remained in limbo.— By making an exception 
with refpedl to the rights which his country holds over 
hiniy he infolently makes provinon for the cafe in 
which he maybe ordered to enter the Emperor's do- 
minions as a viSorious getieral. His duty to- his 
country, and the rights which his country holds 
over him, are, I believe, new things with La Fay- 
ette. His Catechifm, the Rights of Man, fays no- 
thing about fuch duties and fuch rights. As he wag 
ib much improved by living in a dungeon, it is pity, 
I think, he bad not remained there for ever. For 
my part, I never wifh to fee him here, we have 
traitors and rebels enough arrived here already : a 
man capable of betraying his King is fit for the moli 
damnable deeds. 
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The Lion and the Bulls. — Some years ago there was 
an Irifh fellow imported into the State of New- 
York. He was fold to a farmer, who, finding hiiu 
to be a mod worthlcfs rafcal, fwapped him with a 
Connefticut neighbour for 2Lpair of young bulls. The 
next morning after the fwap took place, the Yorker 
goes to his chapman : *' Why," fays he, ** you 
^* took me in moft damnably ; one of the bulls is &> 
*^ lame he can't walk." — " Your Irifhman," replied 
the other, " is not lame, for the villain robbed my 
*' houfe in the night, and is gone off with his' 
^^ prey '*." 

American Envoys at Paris. — A gentleman of this 
city, now in France, in a letter to his friend, dated 
Paris, 30th September, writes, that Mr. Pinckney 
and Mr. Marlhall had arrived there, and were 
treated with mucli aufterity by Citizens Fauchet and 
jidet, who were appointed to confer with the Ame- 
rican CommiHioners. 

This is excellent, if true. It is juft the man- 
ner we deferve to be treated in. It is pity that Genet 
is not there to make a third commiflioner — then 
there would be three for three. — My God ! what 
mufl the people of England think of this govern- 
ment and this people ! — If America goes on linking 
before this vile, this bloody tyranny, as fhe has 
done for fome time paft, no man of. fpirit, no man 
that has a lingle drop of independent blood in his 
veins, will remain in the country. For my part, 
r]l never be a fubjedt of the Parifian defpots ; and 
I have formed my refolution, that no ties of intereft, 
however powerful , fhall ever keep me in a country that 

■ ■ ^ . i ' '■■ I 

* This Irifli fellow was Matthew Lyon, at prcfent a mem- 
ber of Congrels. The gentleman in Connefticut to whom be 
was fwapped, was Mr. Goldfworthy, brother-in-law of Mr.. 
Theodore Sedgwick. 

3 » 
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is bafc enough to bend the knee before them ; and 
this, I am much afraid, America is juft upon the 
cvc of doing. 

I know well, that the Adminiftration will do all 
in their power to prelerve the honour of the coun-» 
try ; but what is in their power ? Nothing at all. 
A few Jhtfts and expedients will do nothing. What 
18 to be done with a people, pervaded by a fpirit 
prepared iofuffer? The cry of peace is all you hear 
among the friends of Government, while its enemies 
laugh and rejoice at the war that is actually carried 
on again ft it. The French, and even the Spaniards, 
infult, rob, manacle, lafti, and torture the Ameri- 
cans ; this is notorious. And what do thefe good 
creatures do in return ? Why, they fend an ambaf- 
iador to Paris ; and, after he is threatened to be put 
into a guard-houfc, and finally driven out of the 
country, what do they do then ? Why, they fend 
two more to join him, and all Ihefc are ordered to 
repair to the feat of tyranny, to re-eftahViJJi harmony 
between the two fiftcr republics ! ! — Not to demand 
juftice; not to fay, If you refufe to ceafe your de- 
predations, and indemnify us for the millions you 
have fcized, we will make reprifals, we will appeal to 
arms. No ; they will hold no fuch language as this ; 
nor, indeed, would fuch language become them; 
for neither the Congrefs, nor the people of this 
country, would enter into a war with the French, 
though they were to tread their guts out. 

This the French know well. They know the 
flrength of their party here. The pufillanimity of 
the Fcderalifis, their whinings zftev peace and recofi* 
ciliatiou^ upon any terms ^ have produced in them a 
contempt for this party, which its ,condu6l is calcu- 
lated to produce. In fhort, they have caft their 
vulture eyes over the country, and they have per- 
ceived, that their friends have ;7c? />ro^^r/)f, but that 
they could have no objection to a liitie, provided it 

cpft 
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fcoft them only the cutting of a throat, or fo, to get 
it. Thefe fcoundrels, who never fleep fo found as 
under a confifcated roof, they know are theirs, body 
and foul ; and with them on their fide, they'll fet 
the empty threats of America at defiance. It is faid 
that this defcription of perfons is not numerous ; 
that the country is, in the main, found ; and a good 
deal more is faid in flat contradidlion of what we 
every day fee under our nofes. The ekSIipns that 
have lately taken place have proved that the 
French faBion is increajing. There are to be found, 
in every beer-houfe, fcores of fellows, who will not 
only juftify the French in all they have done, but 
will tell you flat and plain, that they would join 
ihem^ if they were to land in the country ! And let 
no one be filly enough to defpife thefe my beer^ 
guzzlers ; in the hour of aftion one of them is 
worth a whole ftreet of your fippers of claret and 
madeira. They have nothing to lofe, and a good 
deal to get, in a fcramble, and a fcramble is thero^ 
fore what they are waiting for with impatience, 

M^ Lanes Trial in Canada.— Wc were long 
amufed with Blount^ s plot ; and the foreign tool, 
young Lightning-rod, took occafion from it to in^- 
fifl: that the Britifh Minifter was at the bottom of a 
eonfpiracy againft the peace and fafety of the United 
States. Moll people were aftonifhed at the incon* 
fiftency of Blount, a devoted tool of France, being 
in the confidence of the Minifter of Great Britain ; 
and now it appears pretty clearly, that he never was, 
and that his letter (written on purpofe to be inter* 
cepted) was intended to divert the attention of the 
Government, while the flat in Canada %vas matured^ 
and carried inta execution. 

What part the Spanifh Minifter took in the Ca- 
nada plot cannot be pofitively determined ; but the 
following extract from the evideace on the trial of 

TQL. vxi* ^ M'Ia^ww 
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M'Lane may fcrve to lead us to form fome opinioi^ 
on the lubjcdl. 

John Black, Efq^ Jworn. 

Atty. Gen. Pray, Sir, do you recollect having fecn 
the laft wilnefs (Frichctte) on or about the loth of 
May Idft, and where ? 

W'ltnefs, Charle> Frichette called on me on the 
loth of Ma\ laft, about twelve or one o'clock, at 
my own houfe in Quebec. 

Atiy. Gen. Did he offer any thing for fale ? 

IVit. At firfl , he alkcd me if I vyould buy fome 
pak timber of him, and we accordingly bargained 
for oak timber; but afterwards he defired to fpeal^ 
ivith me in private: I wt nt with him into another 
room, where he took iiic by the hand, and faid, 
•' You will be furprifed when I tell you that I 
*^ have no oak timber to fell. I am come upon 
^^ bufinefs of a quite different nature ;" then fqiicez- 
jing me by the hand, he faid, *' Are you the Mr. Black 
^^ that. was in gaol in the year 1794?" I told him 
I was. " You have been much injured,'* faid he, 
*' but your injuries are now almoft at an end ; the 
5* French and Americans have taken up your caufe, 
** and you will foon triumph overall your enemies/' 
I wifhed to know why he came to me ; I told him I 
liad already been caught by inlidious men : then 
fqueezing both my hands, he alkcd, " Are you really 
** to be depended upon ?" I told him I was to be 
depended on. ** Then," fays he, "there is a 
** French General within a quarter of a league of 
^' this place who wifhcs to have a converfation with 
*' you refpedingthc taking of the garrifon of Que- 
*^ bee." I alked, By what means ? — Has he an army? 
He anfwered : " No, he has no army ; he wifhes 
*' to concert meafures with you, and you muft come 
f^ immediately with me to fee hin^." 

Aiiy. Gen. Did you comply with his requefl ? 

W'ltnefs. I thought it was prudent to comply witjj 
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H, and I propofed to go in a callafli ; but Frichctte 
did not approve of it : I therefore fet off in company 
with him on foot. 

jltty. Gen, To what place did he condudl you ? 

Witnefs, We crofled the plains of Abraham, 
went down by Wolfe's Gove, and up Mr. Mabane's 
hill. When we came to the fide of the wood, Fri- 
chette aflced me to go into the wood with him, 
which I at firft declined, not knowing how many 
people might be there. Frichette went in ; he came 
out again lliortly after, and I faw him beckon to me. 
I then went about two hundred yards into the woods, 
where I found the prifoner in a very long beard. 

AUy. Gen. Had yon any converfation with him ? 

Witnefs. He fliook hands with me, and expreflecJ 
himfelt glad to fee me; begged pardon for fending 
for me, but added that he wiihed to fee me on a 
matter of great importance. I thipk it proper 
for me to mention here, that I never faw the prifoner 
till I then faw him in the* wood; nor had lever 
heard of, or knew there was fuch a man in exiftence. 
i think it alfo neceflary to add, that I was uncertain 
in regard to my fituation when thus in the wood, and 
that I therefore agreed to every meafure the prifoner 
propdTed. 

Atty. Gen. I wiih you to relate to the Oourt and 
Jury, the pafticulars of the converfation which 
paffed between you. 

WUnefs. The prifoner faid, his man had told him 
that he had explained to me a part of his plan. '^ My 
** plan (faid the prifoner) is that of humanity, I 
•' am forry to fee a great people labourinsj undt-r the 
*^ tyranny of England: I propofe to pulli the Britiih. 
^* Government from the continent of America.'' I 
alked him, By what means ? He anfwered, bright orten 
men of influence, fuch as I might be one, m\y.\\ rd'ie, 
under plaufible pretences, as mat;y people as po(ii!>ie : 
who^ at a certain appointed time, would be joined 

X 2 b^ 
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by a number of men, who were following him in 
from the States under various pretexts of fccking la- 
bour, &c. ; that he would arm them with pikes, of 
eight feet in length, headed with iron, and hardened 
in the fire, whieh he eonfidcred to be eighteen 
inches longer than the Brilifli mulket and bay-r 
onet ; that laudanum^ he thought, might he given ta 
the troops with ejffid ; that the attack muft be fudden ; 
they would rufh in> but not take a life if poffible to 
avoid it : he hoped none would be taken ; " But, at 
" the fame time," faid he, " for the fake of poflerity 
« all iilio rcjijl mufijaUr 

Atty. Gen. What further ? 

Witnefs. He obferved to me that we muft take 
care not to injure the works ; for that would ren* 
der us vulnerable after we were maftcrs of the garri- 
fon. He faid, he left Mr. Adet on the 7th of 
April, who was going to France on the loth; that 
both he and the Spani/h Mmijier ivere concerned in 
the meafure ; he added thefe words : *^ Adet is thq 
" man of bufinefs, the Spaniard is a fop '' 

Atty. Gen. Did he obferve any thing further to 
you ? 

JVitnefs. He faid, that meafures were fo con- 
certed with Mr. Adet, that it we could but poffeis 
ourfelves of the garrifon by furprifc, it could never 
be recovered from us ; "for," faid he, " bcfides the mea- 
^^ fures takenhy the French and Spani/h Miniflers^ 1 have 
<' fifteen thoufand men at the lines ready at a nod, 
"with part of which I mean to garrifon this place^ 
" and with the remainder, perhaps, form an expedi- 
" tion againft Hallifax. You may think me young, ** 
faid he, " for fuch an enterprife; but this is the lyf- 
** tcm France purfues at prclent : flie will not employ 
*'an old general." 

Spanifh Perfidy. "Kx\ account of the maflacre which 
look pkcc at Fort Dauphin, the 7th of July, 1794, 
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iat eleven o'clock in the morning ; brought by Mr. 
Simon of Philadelphia, who was there in an Ame- 
rican veflel at the time. 

Monday the 7th of July, at eleven o'clock in the 
morning, arrived at Fort Dauphin a §panifh friar, 
efcorted by fix guides, coming from Laxabou (a 
fmall borough at four leagues diflance from Fort 
Dauphin) : feveral perfons inquired what news he 
brought ? He anfvvered. None ; and faid all was 
very fafe. About an hour after, Jean Francois (Ge- 
neral of the banditti, who has always been upon 
good terms with the Spaniards), and Benjamin, his 
firft captain, entered the city with five or fix hun- 
dred negroes, and fifty mounted on horfeback. In 
that number there were about four hundred armed 
with guns ; the others had only fwords and cudgels. 
When they arrived upon the market, Jean Frangoi^ 
ordered to kill without diftindion all the French 
white people. No fooner was the order given, than 
the banditti feparated in all the ftreets of the city ; 
but the greateft part aflTembled upon the fea-fide, 
where a great number of white people had met to* 
gether without arms, to get on board their veflfels 
that were in the bay ; but in vain : they were all maiTa-^ 
crcd without mercy ; while the fame fcenc was adled 
in different parts of the city. — ^This horrible flaugh- 
ter lafied till fix or feven o'clock at night ; thou^ 
a great number were killed in their houfes during 
Ihc night. 

A few days after, an account of the dead was^ 
given to one Dupinois, who ads as fecretary to Jean 
Francois, amounting to 74z (amongfi: whom were 
' three women), not including a great number that 
were drowned. 

There were, at the fame time, at Fort Dauphin, 
feven or eight hundred regular Spanifh troops ; fome 
of whom were even under arras on the market-place, 

X 3 beholding 
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beholding with iiidiih reme that horrible flaugfifeft 
and raying out lotid, *' That's whaf the French Je^ 
yj^rtr/' A few of the unhappy vic^lims fled to thoaa, 
being purfued by the negroes, but the unfeeling 
Spafuarck pointed their bayonets at thcirip The cry 
of thrfr viUaioi during the maflacre was^ *' Long 
the the King /" 

The unhappy Le Kay Dumain was killed hf 
ibe^ S/tmhirJs t and Mori lieu r Carabas, who fwam 
to fa^c himfrlf, and relied on the cable of a 
Spanifh floop, was purfued by the crew with their 
oars. Two Americans are milfingj and are fuppoted 
to have rtiared the fame fate. 

Seven or eight Frenchmen who were fettled at 
Laxabim tbr Ibme years pall, had their houfcs plun- 
dered of every thing by the inhabitants of the fame 
plaa% on the Slh July* 

The following is Bathe's account of this maflacre, 
given in the Aurora of the 19th of Auguft, 1794* 

** Some months fince a confiderable number of 
French arillocrats were induced to leave this and 
other cities in the United States^ to affiO the arm* 
of his Catholic Majefiy at Fort Dauphin 5 whcre^ 
with a very few exceptions, they have been but- 
chered on the 7th of July laft. The following is 
fome account of the dreadful cataflrophe in which 
thole deluded wretchea were involvedj in coiife- 
queiice of the faith they placed in the falfe promil^s of 
certain chara(51ers among us- 

'* On the 7th of July, at about twelve o'clockj Jean 
Fraotjois, a leader of about 4000 armed negroes in 
the pay of the Spanifh Governiuent^ entered the 
town u ith about 600 ol his troops and 50 cavalry. 
When tliey arrived on the fquare, Jean Francois 
gave ordc^rs to difperte and kill, without diflindion^ 
all French white people. The order wa3 executed 
imtocdialely with all the atten4ant horrors of the 
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ittbft ferocious barbarity. This dreadful flaughter 
iafted till near feven o'clock, and in the night feve- 
tal alfo were difpatched in their houfes. The ac- 
count of the killed, as afcertairied fome days aMter, 
amounted to 742 ; among whom were three women, 
and pot including thofe drowned. At this time 
there were at Fort Dauphin 800 regular troops ; and 
fome of thefe, under arms on the public fquare, re- 
inained tranquil fpe6tators of the atrocious deed. 
Indeed a few unhappy victims of Spanljh cruelty^ 
purfued by the blood-thirfty negroes, fled for pro-* 
tedlion to the Spanifli troops, who univerfally re- 
pulfed them at the point of the bayonet. Two 
Americans were mifling after the maflacre, ^nd 
Were fuppofed to have fuffered.v A doubt does not re* - 
main of tho deed having been perpetrated by order of 
the Spanijh Government^ but it is impoflible to fur- 
mife what reafon could have4ed to the giving of fo 
Janguinary and atrocious an order. 



Tuesday, 29*^ November. 

Spanijh Fop and M'iT^^w.— This day the bill of 
indidlment prefented againft me by the Spanifh Fop, 
and ftroDgly recommended to t& care of the Jury 
by old MKean, was returned ignoramus. To-mor- 
row I fhall publifh a full account of-4his infamous 
proceeding. 
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TO THE 



PEOPLE OF ENGLAND. 



Englishmen, 

OiNCE your ancient and inveterate enemy, the , 
French, have planned the deftruAion of your 
government, as the fure means of fubjedling you to 
their power, their wicked and deteftable agents have 
ufed various arts to feduce you from that loyal at- 
tachment, which forms its principal bulwark. 
Amongft thefe arts, that of extolling the excellence 
of repuhlican governments has not been omitted, and 
I vvilh I could fay, it has been ufed without efFe6L 
At firft, France was held up as the model for you 
to imitate ; but, there ^ fails foon gave the lie to 
the ftatements of her tools ; facSts which they pould 
not difguife, which fpoke to you in the cries of mi- 
fery, and in the fhrieks of torture and of death. 
But America was a more diftant fcene, and a 
fcene too which the pencil of partiality had already 
painted in the moft flattering colours. When, 
therefore, you were difgufted and Ihocked at the 
horrid view exhibited in France, hither your eyes 
were directed for an example. 

I have often been afloniflied, that thofe writers, 
who have fo ably Aood forth as the champions o£ 
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your government and conftitution, liavc never made 
more than very flight attempts to undeceive you in 
this rc(iK:ci. They have conllantly confined them- 
felvcs to France'^ but their opponents have replied 
(and with lomc decree of plaufibility), that France 
was yet in an miJctileSjiate ; that America exhibited 
the happy effeols of a 'fuijhed revoliUion\ that fuch 
France would bo ; and Britain' alio, if revolution- 
ized into a republic, tlere the parties were fairly at 
ifllie, and the friends of your country had as good 
an opportunity as they could wifh for, to beat their 
opponents on their own ground. But inftead of ac- 
cepting the challenge thus offered, they have for- 
borne to pufh their advantage, and declined the 
contefl, when certain of vidtory. Whence does 
this forbearance proceed ? Is it from a fpurious li- 
berality, alike remote from genuine fortitude and 
xnanly condefccnfion ; alike hoftile to principle, and 
repugnant to duty ? From whatever fourcc it pro- 
ceeds, its confequcnces are much to be deplored ; 
for it tends to nothing lefs than a tacit admiflion, 
that the people of America enjoy more liberty and 
happinefs- than thofe of Great Britain : a concefTion 
dangerous in the extreme, and not lefs dangerous 
than weak and unjuftifiable. 

A long-continued leries of received and uncon- 
tradifled fallehoods cannot fail to produce an accu- 
mulation of prejudices, which it becomes extremely 
difficult to remove : and, as its removal can never 
be efFedled but by fads^ it requires an affiduity and 
a toil, to which talents fcorn to fubmit, and at the 
very fight of which genius takes her flight. Yet 
there now and then arifes, in our ifland, an obfli- 
nately perfevering mortal, favoured neither by na- 
ture nor by education, regiu*dlefs alike of intereft 
and of fame, and deflitute of every flimulus to ac- 
tion, except that love of his country, which every 
true-born Englifhman fucks in with his mother's 
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milk: — fuch a man might undeceive you; and 
fuch a man am I. 

To prove to you, that you are happier and more 
free than the people of America, and to do it by 
u neon tro vert iblcyi/^:?^, is what, with the permiflion 
of God, I pledge myfelf to perform. But this muft 
be a work of time. The pamphlet which I here 
prefentyou is nothing more than a trifling effay : a 
fort of introdudlion to what you have to expedV. I 
befeech you, however, to xead it with attention, 
»nd, as you proceed, lay your hands upon your 
hearts, and fay, if the proceedings it records had 
taken place in England, whether you would not 
have looked upon your King as a defpot, and your- 
felves as the moft degraded of flaves. 

In nothing that I have faid, do I wifh to fatirize 
the people of this country in general. There is as 
great a proportion of good men here as in England, 
a much greater proportion than there is any where 
elfe ; but they are borne down by thoufands of 
afpiring demagogues, who are continually troubling 
the fource, and interrupting the current, of their 
liberties and their happinefs. To guard you againft 
this evil ; to caution you againft the adoption of a 
mifchief of fuch mighty magnitude, is the fole ob- 
jeA I have in view. Were I a native American, to 
do this would be my duty. He who feels himfelf 
finking into an abyfs, and neglqfls to warn his 
neighbours of their danger, is juftly accufcd of felf-^ 
ifhnefs, if not of cruelty; but he who is guilty of 
this ncglc6l towards his friends and his funily^ is a 
rebel againft nature, that merits the maledidion of 
his parents, and the abhorrence of mankind. 

PETER PORCUPINE, 

Philadelphia,^ 
^othNov. 1797. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



JUDGE M^Kean, the Qiief Juflice of Pt-nir^ 
fylvania, in his charge to the Grand Jury ^of which 
the reader will fee enough by and by), obierved, 
that " the liberty of the prefs was a phrafc nnuch 
^^ ufcd, hut little underftood." This, in a fiibJic 
fervatUf as all the democratic officers call them- 
fclves, is making pretty free with the underftanding 
ofthefovercign people, and of a people too, whom 
the Congrels have df*clared //•(?<? and etiUghtenedy anji 
would have declared the '* /r^§/? and u)oft enlight- 
** ened in the world^' had it not been for their defirc 
*^ to avoid all caufe of offence^ towards the free and 
enlightened French *. 

The Judge was certainly wrong. No people un-^ 
dcrftand what the liberty of the pre(s means better 
than the Americans do. No one knows fo well 
how to efiimatc the value of a thing, as he who^ 
has long enjoyed, and then loft it. Had the Judge 
called the liberty of the prefs a thing much talked 
about, much boaftcd of, and very little eymyed^ I 
would mod readily have fubfcribed to hisaii'crtion ; 
for of all the countries under the fun, where a«/f- 
tenfed prcflcs are tolerated, J am bold to declare, 
and tlic contents of this pamphlet will eftablifh the 
truth of my declaration, that none ever enjoyed left 
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tmJ liberty of the prefs than America has for fomc 
years paft- 

I do not fay that this liberty has been abridged by 
any pofilive law ; on the contraryj, I know wdl^ 
that feveral of the ftate conftitutions hold out a 
fomething (not very intelligible to be fure) that 
would feem to extend the liberty of printing beyond 
the limits prefcribed by the Englifti law. Nor do I 
pretend, that this dangerous abridgment of Ame- 
rican freedom is to be attributed to the change 
which the revolution has produced in the name and 
jiature of the government. I will not, for a mo»- 
ment, be faid to iniinuate, that the prefs is become 
not free, merely becaufe the government is become 
republican. No; I think, the people, when they 
;adopted this form of government, expcdled, as they 
certainly were led to expeSl^ an extenfion of this, and 
every other important branch of their liberties^ 
What I contend for is, that, fome how or other^ 
this liberty has been abridged ; the excrcife of it, 
cither by popular prejudice, by the influence of 
party, the fear of mobbifli violence, or of govern- 
mental tyranny, has been, and yet is, moft Ihame- 
fully and difgracefuUy retrained. 

To enter into thecaufes which have produced this 
fatal cfFedl, would be to revive the remembrance of 
what I wifli may ever'^remain buried in oblivion. I 
will therefore content myfelf w'lih proving f he faSt ; 
and to do this to the fatisfaftion of every candid 
mind, I need go no farther back than my own 
times. 

When I firft came to Philadelphia, I was charm- 
ed with the literary liberty which its inhabitants 
feemed to enjoy. 1 faw pamphlets in every window, 
and newfpapcrs in every hand. I was, indeed, ra- 
ther lurprifed to find, that thofe pamphlets, and 
thefe ncwfpapers, were, fomething like a certtnn 
^udge that I had heard of, all on one fide : but, faid 
5 I to 
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I to myfclf, this mufl be the fault of the authors and 
editors ; and it leaves the more room for fuch as 
liave a mind to write on the other fide. With thiy 
agreeable but dclufive notion in my brain, I fat 
down contented under the calamity of reading daily, 
in common with my poor fellow-citizens, about 
eighteen or twenty long columns of the vileft and 
molt infipid trafli that ever was ftamped upon 
paper. 

Long did I hope and expe6l to fee fomcthing 
like a manly and efFedlual oppofition to this flood of 
falfehood and partiality ; but I hoped and expcfted 
in vain. At laft, it was my fate \o enter the field. 
I had long felt a becoming indignation at the atro- 
cious flandcr that was continually vomited forth 
againft Great Britain ; and the malignancy of Prieft- 
ley and his addreffers at New- York brought it into 
a^ion. 

The Observations on the emigration of this 
Teftlefs and ambitious demagogue contain, as I have 
clfe where remarked, ** not one untruth, one anar- 
•* chical, indecent, immoral, or irreligious expref- 
** fion ;'* yet, when I came to oflfer it for the prefs, 
the book feller was afraid it was not popular enough. 
He was far, as he faid, from difapproving of the 
work ; but it was too much in favour of Great Bri" 
lairij and on this account he thought it would tn* 
danger his Tt'/Wo^^r, if not his ^^(/5«. 

This man's fears feemed to me perfectly abfurd. 
The pamphlet faid not a word inpraifeof Great Bri- 
tain, generally. Indeed, policy had led me to 
fpeak rather harflily of that nation in one paflTage or 
two ; and fo evident was this, that the Britijh cri^ 
ties^ though they pay the author compliments fat 
beyond his merit, cannot forbear to lament, they 
fay, that fo enlightened a mind fhould ftill harbour 
a rancour fo implacable. Thefe people, though cer- 
tainly not lefs penetrating than Goosy Tom in the 

cQinmom 
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common affairs of literature, would have laughed 
ftt the idea of broken windows and bafted car- 
caiSes. 

However, notwithflanding the ridicule, which 
this remark of the British Critics is calculated to 
throw on the apprehenfions of my bookfeller, now 
the worthy partner of Lloyd, fubfequent * events 
have proved, that thofe apprehenfions were not en- 
tirely groundlefs : for, although he did publifti fe- 
Veral fuccecding pamphlets from the fame pen, 
without incurring a penalty of any kind, yet no 
fooner was the real author known, than he began to 
fee, and to feel too, that Bradford underftood the 
American liberty ^f the prefs far better than he did. 

During the publication of the reft of the pam- 
phlets that iffued from Bradford's, I had often to 
contend with his fcruples and his fears. In particu- 
lar, 1 remember, that my calling the French Mi- 
nifler Ad&t no Chriftiarij was very hard to be fur- 
inounted. The French had openly and moft blaf- 
phemoufly aholijked the Chriftian religion ; and the 
Convention, who had fent out this ambaffador, had 
even formally denied the exijtence of a God ; yet fo 
high were this bookfeller*s notions of the liberty of 
$he prefSi that he was afraid to publifti a fentence in 
which the French Minifter was faid not to be a Chrif- 
tian / If as much had been faid of the Englifti Mi- 
nifter, though falfe, he would, I am pretty con- 
fident, have had no fcruples at all. 

It was no fooner difcovered that I was Peter 
PoiftupiNH, and that I had taken the excellent 
houfc and fhop that I now occupy, in order to 
carry on the bookfcUing and printing bufinefs, than 
the French fadtion began to mufter their forces, and 
put themfelves in battle array. Several infamous 
publications appeared in BACHe's paper, declaring 
me to be a deferter, a felon^ a thief who had fled 
from the gallows, &c* &c. 

VOL. VII. Y r Strong 
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Strong in my innocence, I fteadily purfucd roy 
courle, and, thank God, my fleadinefs was attended 
with lUcccls. Stung by the contempt with which I 
treated thefe abominable attempts on my charadler, 
another mode of injuring me was fallen upon. A 
threatening letter was conveyed under the door of my 
landlord, the bafe objed of which, the letter itfeif 
will beft explain. It is a performance that Ihould 
ever find a place in a work that treats of the " imre-^ 
'' Jlrained liberty of the prefs'^ — ^Here it is. 

To Mr. John Oldden^ Merchant y Chefnut-ftreet. 

" Sir, 
*' A certain William Cobbet, alias Peter Porcu- 
^^ pine, I am informed is your tenant. This daring 
^' Icoundrel, not fatisfied with having repeatedly 
** traduced the people of this country, vilified the 
" moft eminent and patriotic charadters among us, 
** andgrofsly ahufed our allies the French^ in his deteft- 
^* able produdtions, has now the ajlonijhing effron- 
*^ tery to expofe thofe very publications at his win- 
'' dow for fale, as well as certain prints indicative 
*' oi\S\^ prowefs of our enemies the Britijh^ and the dif- 
** grace of the French. Calculating largely upon 
^' the moderation, or rather pufiUanimity, of our 
*^ citizens, this puppy fuppofes he may even infult 
*' us with impunity : but he will ere long find him- 
'' felf dreadfully miftaken. Though his miferable 
'^ publications have not been hitherto confidered 
'^ worthy of notice, the, late manifeftations of his 
** impudence and enmity to this country will not be 
^* paffed oven With a view, theretbre, of prc- 
^* venting your feeling the hlov; defigned for him, £ 
*^ now addrefs you. When the time of retribution 
^^ arrives, it may not be convenient to difcriminate 
*^ between the innocent and the guilty. Your pro- 
' ^ perty, therefore, may fufFer. For, depend upon 
^' it; brick walls will not Ikreen the rafcal from pu- 
♦ ^^nifhment 
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** YixihmtVii when once the bufmefs is undertaken. As' 
** a friend, therefore, I advife you to fave your pro- 
'^ perty, by either corapelling Mr. Porcupine to 
'^ leaDeyour houfe^ or at all events oblige him to ceafe 
*' expofmg his abominahle produSlions^ or any of his 
^' courtly prints, at his window for fale. In this way 
" onlv you may. avoid danger to your houfe, and, 
" perhaps fave the rotten carcafs of your tenant for 
" the prefent. 

*/ Jidy 16, 1796, A Hint.'* 

It will be remembered, that I inftantly publifhed 
this letter, accompanied with comments, in which I 
fet the authors (for there were many) at defiance; 
but I did not mention then a circumftance that it is 
proper I fhould mention now. There was on the 
morning in which I received the letter, one of the 
Judges in my ihop *. I Ihowed it him, and apprized 
him of my intention of publilhing it in the manner 
I afterwards did ; but he advifed me againft it, for 
fear of the confequences. This proves his opinion 
with refpedi: to the protection the liberty of the prefs 
would receive in Philadelphia. 

No violence, however, did fucceed. But the elec- 
tion for Members of Congrefs was approaching ; and 
as the free men would then be affembled, it was 
feared by my friends, indeed it was generally un- 
derftood, and publicly talked of, that on the elec- 
tion liight my houfe was to he gutted. And left the 
fons of liberty fhould be uninformed of the bufinefs, 
and confequently unprepared for it, the fame wretch 
Bache (thegrandfon and pupil of old Franklin) re- 
minded therh of it by an inflammatory publication, 
ligncd An American, which, after a feries of the 



* Judge Rush, a very excellent man, and to whom 1 can pay 
HO higher compliment, than to fay, that he is the cxadt oppo- 
(ite of hh brother^ the fneaking, trimming Do&or. 
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m^a alroctous faHchoods, concludes thus : — " While 
" lama frieud to the unlmihed freedom of the prels* 
*^ wheu exercifed by an jimerkim^ I am an implaca- 
^* blc foe to its ^voiXxiniion to 2i foreigner^ and would 
** at any time alHft ia hunting out of fociety any 
** meddling foreignerj who fhoutd dare to interfere 
** IB our politics* I hope the apaihy of our brethren 
** of Philadelphia will no longer be indulged, and 
** that an exg^njJa rj ^yengeanci^ 'wil\ (ban burft upon 
** the head of Ibch a prdumptuous fellow* Jajtia^ 
** komur^ mitimdl graiiiude^ all call for it< — May it 
** m longer be delayeJ. 

** An Americar.*' 

Tlie American who can read this without blufhing 
is an objedl of contempt^ of fcorn ; a neutralized 
animal, that has no idea of national honour* and 
that would fell liis country, were it in his power, 
for a iingle louis d'or. Yet fuch there are, and iu 
abundance too. 

A publication like this^ the direi?} and avowed 

jdbjefl of which was, to infligatc the free men to de- 

[n^afiationand murder^ Ihould^ one would think, hare 

been noticed by the raagiliratcs, particularly under 

I the eye of a Chief Juftke^ whom we fhall by and by 

fee fo zealous and, fo watchful i But, no: it at- 

^traftcd the attention of no one, or al lealT: no one 

Uook any meafures to prevent the intended affault, 

[My houte and my family might have been burnt to 

ifhcs: we might all have been dragged into the 

[lirect and murdered; and I fmcerdy believe not 

^fo much as a con (table would have held up his fiaff 

to arreft the aliaffins. We were, however, pre- 

jiared for their reception* We fhould not have 

fallen unrevenged* Some of their fouls would have 

^ taken their departure from my door- way 'on their 

|purney to helL 

It is here that I oughjto^andthatldowithpleafure, 
a ' acknowledge 
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acknowledge the gencrofity of feveral gentlemen of 
this city (many of whom 1 never faw), who I was 
afterwards aflurcd had formed the refolution to 
fummon the magiftrates, and to come to my aid in 
perfon. One gentleman in particular, whoni I did 
not then knpw even by name, went in difguife among 
the groups of /r^^ men, to endeavour to find out 
their intention. I wifli I durjt name him now ; but 
my gratitude to him forbids me to do it. When //- 
berty comes to this pitch, I think it ought to aflume 
fome other name. 

But what was the moft fliameful, atiid what 
is moft diredlly to the point before us, was, this 
audacious, this cut-throat attack on the liberty of 
the prefs, was fufFered to pafs unnoticed, not only 
by all the other preffes in this city, but by all the 
preffes bn the continent* There are, perhaps, two 
or three hundred newfpapers publiftied in the United 
States, and not one of them has ever whifpered a 
word in condemnation of it from that day to this. 

If, however, it was proper to deftroy me ; if 
^' jnfti^^y honour y and national gratitude^^ demanded 
my blood for exerciling the liberty of the prefs, that 
fame " jufiicCy honour, and national gratitude,* did, it 
feems, require my enemies to exercife that liberty in 
ferfeBJafety. No lefe than fevefi pamphlets were, 
in this city, publifhed againft me in the fpace of ten 
days. It is a pity they cannot now be found above 
ground. Had they lived, they wbuld have been a 
lafting honour to the country that gave them birth^ 
and particularly to the equal laws and impartial judi- 
ciary that tolerated them. They were, all together, 
a compofition of brutality, flander, and villany of 
every fort and defcription, that would have dif- 
graced hell itfelf. The anonymous fcoundrels who 
wrote them vied with each other in bafenefs and 
atrocity ; and one of them, who fecmed refolded to 
h^ye tjic pre-eminence in infamy ,( and for whofc 
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crirae tlie law affords no adequate puniflxment, ia- 
iinuatcd //w/ my wife ivas a whore! And all this, 
only becaufe I had written with fuccefs againft a ne- 
farious French fadlion. — This is jimerican liberty of 
the prejs. 

Were I tofet about recounting all the inftances of 
perfecution I have experienced, all the naenaces I 
have received, all the vexations through the chan- 
nel of the poft-office, &c. &c, I could fill fifty vo- 
lumes like this. The written threats which I have 
now by me, to aflhffinatc or poifon me, or fire my 
houfc, amount to fome hundreds. Nor is this fpe- 
cies of bafcnefs confined to this city, or this flate. 
There is hardly a poft-mark of an American town, 
which I cannot, and which / will not, fhow ftamped 
on fome infamous produdion, intended, in fome 
way or other, to reftrain the liberty of my prefs. 

I Ihall wind up this feries of injuries, of bafe ma^ 
chinations and brutal outrage, that have been at-- 
tempted againft me, with an anecdote which can- 
not fail to give the reader a high opinion of the de- 
cency, candour, and juftice to be met with in Penn- 
fylvania. A great beef-headed, purblind creature, 
that calls itfelf a young lawyer, and whofe pleading 
bears an infinite refemblance to the bleating of ar\ 
overgrown calf, obfervcd to the Chief Judge, juft be- 
fore the Court fat, that it was quite wrong to honour 
me with a legal punifhment; and that, if I hadcen- 
fured him, as I had done fome other of the patriots, 
he would have clapped a piftol to my hreajiy and 
blown my hrains out ! There now, leaving the bull 
afide, is a noble fentiment for you ! What fort of 
juflicehas a man to expeit, whei;c fuch language 
can, in fuch compcmy, be held with impunity ? How- 
ever, I will never fly to the law to Ihelter me from 
the vengeance of this bellowing animal, who, in- 
ftead of fianding ereft before the bench, ought to 
be placed on all fours before a rack and manger. \ 

win 
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will never fly to law, or to any thing elfe, to (belter 
me from the foft horns of this half-grown, blinl^ing, 
bloated cornuto*. 

I Ihould now enter into a recital of the perfecu- 
tions, of various forts, which other printers, not 
devoted to the French, have experienced ; but this 
would lead me too far. 1 cannot, however, omit 
noticing one remarkable inftance of republican Ube-r 
rality ^udjujiice. 

*^ Richmond^ Plrginia^ Jpril 4, 1794. 

*^ About two weeks ago, a piece was publifhed in 
*^ the Virginia Gazette, requciling all true republi- 
*' cans to wear the national cockade y in honour of . 
" France^ which it feems was not well received by 
** the ariftocrats. The next day another piece came 
** out, in another of your papers, ligned^ Jl Foe to 
i^ D'lftindionSy ridiculing the meafure, comparing 
** thofc citizens who adapted it to fools and mad- 
** men ; which fo irritated the republican party ^ that 
'* fome of them waited on the printer, and de- 
** raanded the author. He told them he did not 
" know who he was, and would go before a magif. 
'^ trate and take his oath of it. I aflure you he was 
*• greatly alarmed on the occafion, and 1 think has 
*' loft much of his intereft by it. They were not 
** fatisfied at this ; but, in the evening, eredled a 
** gallows y fixed it on a waggon carriage, hung the 

* Since the above was written, I have been informed, that the 
fcene of this convention was over a bottle at Newtown, in Bucks 
coiKity. The Judge faid that all would go on well enough in 
Penniylvania, if that itamned ra/cal ?etek Porcupine could be 
got rid of ; upon which young Sergeant, the lawyer, replied, that 
he would not mind fliooting me. " Well faid, Billy 1" ex- 
claimed hisHonour ; " and I would ftretch the law as far as it would 
go to acquit you.'* If Lord Ken yon were to make ufe of fuch 
diecTarations, what would the people of England fay ? But they arc 
Jlavcs ; they know nothing of our republican iihrty^ and I pray 
God they never may ! 

Y 4 ^* poor 
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** poor fellow up in effigy, and paraded through the 

** ftrcets beating the rogueh march. Ait laft thpy 

•* ftopprdbclorc the pofl- office door, and bqmthim 

*• wiih repeated Ihouts and huzzas. 1 am- confi- 

** dent, it they could have found the author, h<j 

** would have fuffered the fame fute as the effigy ; 

** at leaft they would have coinplimented hfcn with 

** a fuit of American manufadture, extradled from 

•* Xhclofty pine^ and the filling taken from a ^og^. 

** You lee what the Virginians dare do — what they 

*' do to enemies oi liberty — and 1 fincerely hope all 

•^ who are inimical to the caufe of America, or 

•^ Francey may meet a fimilar reward.'' 

Tliis extract is taken from Bache's paper, No. 
1044; and the circumftancesof the bafe tranfa(?tion 
that it recounts were 'pretty exaftly as it defcribes 
them. The printer was exhibited as a rogtte that 
merited to be hung and burnt ; and his author, iff 
found, would aftually have fufFcred this ignoniU 
nious fate: and all^this for writing and publilhing 
— what ? A lenfible eflay, advifing the people not 
to make therafelves appear like fools and madmen, 
by adopting the fantaflical fopperies, or rather by 
ranging themfelves under the colpurs of a foreign 
fia/ionf Will any one pretend tci fay, ^hat, in a 
country where fuch unjuft, tyrannical, and inhu- 
man proceedings could take place, and pafs unpu- 
nifhed and unnoticed by the civil power ; will any 
one have the effrontery to fay, that in fuch a couiit 
try there is any thing worthy of being called the 
liberty of the frefs? B^ut, no more. *' Jt is mere 
mockery to talk of it*. 

Now, 



* In this republication 1 fliall add one more infiance, taken 
from the Lynchhurgh Virginia Mufeutn^ of Peh, 19, 1798. " The 
♦* ruilian hand of difordered i'gnbrahce has been, but yeftcrday, 
** threatened to be uplifted again'ft age, hpneftyi frivatf opiniomj 

•* ofdcr« 
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Now, irji anfwer to all this, fome pFccious villain^ 
^ecp 'learned in the jargon of the Rights of Man ; ok 
fome temporizing driveller from the canting fchQol 
pf modern repiiblicanifm \ fome infamous Bag he or 
(rimming Noah Webstebl, will tell me that nothing 
Which I have here advanced, tends to prove the prc6 
(o be in thraldom. They will fay, that fo long as 
jt. remains unlhacklcd by the laip, fo long as the law 
jdoes not ipvade its liberty, it is fre^. No, it is not 
fo. The law is made to prole ff the ^eak ^nd the 
injured, as well as to punifli the guilty. The law 
which declares that a man fhall have fuch or fuch 
a right, guarantees to him the enjoyment of that right : 
therefore, the law which fays, that ^^ the printmgr 
^^ prej}esjhall]^e free^^^ pledges the faith and honoiirof 
the nation to protect them in the exercife of their freedtm ; 
and ^o fail in yielding them this protection, is as 
much a breach of the national faith as the adtual 
invalion of this freedom by the law : for where is 
the difference to the printer, whether the law itfelf 
reftrain his prefs, pr fufFer it to be reftrained ? I 
think I hate a tyrant (and I think / have reafon) as 
much as moft men do ; but I would much rather a 

{yrant ihould order my rights to be fupprefled, than 
lave them rifled from me by his tools, a brutal and 
ferocious mob. 

For want of this fo necelTary protection It is, that 
the infernal French fadlion have, aided by cer- 
tain men in power in moft of the ftate governments, 
gotten the real liberty of the prefs into their poflef- 
fion, to the almoft general exclufion of their oppo- 
nents. For want of this protection it is, that the 

f* order, and law ! Will it be believed that the father of the Lynch- 
** burgh printer has been publicly menaced with xht guillotine^ at 
** the t^ CamfieU courts becaufe of opinions contained in his 
♦* fon*s paper! Such a daring outrage againd the freedom of^pi^ 
^* nioM and the Ar</}, ftands unrivaUed even under the moll tyran* 
r nical defpoti&uV. 

* fnend 
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friends of Federal Govcramcnt have been abaflied, 
humbled, filenced, and in many inftances induced to 
change ^des : and it is for the want of this ^protec- 
tion, that we at this moment fee fuch numbers of in- 
iipid, tame, and trimming papers, which, under the 
cowardly guife of imparllaliiy^ are a difgrace to lite- 
rature, a dilhonour to the country, a clog to the 
government, and a curfc to the people. 

I have now, I think, and in pretty plain language 
too, proved, that, fome way or other, the liberty of 
the American preis has been molt fcandaloufly at- 
tacked and reftrained, notwithftanding the /a«; de- 
clares 1/ Jhall he perfeiily free. What the law itfelf, 
and thofe who adminifler that law, are capable of 
performing in this way, under Xhcfree, and eqtiaU 
and lenieni^ and humane government of poor Penn- 
fylvania, it is the object of the following pamphlet 
to expofe to a deceived and infatuated world ; but 
snore particularly to the duped inhatutants of Greai 
Jiritain and Ireland. 



American 
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AMERICAN 

LIBERTY OF THE PRESS, 



W HEN I undertook to publlfh a daily paper, it was 
with the intention of annihilating, ifpoffible, the 
intriguing, wicked, and indefatigable fa6lion which 
the French h^d formed in this country. I was fully 
^ware of the arduopfnefs of the talk, and of the in- 
convenience and 4anger to which it would expofe 
both me and mine. I was prepared to meet the ran* 
corous vengeance of enep^ies in the hour of their tri- 
umph, and the coolnefs of friends in the hour of my 
-peril ; in fhort, to acquire ricbei feemed to n^e quite 
uncertain ; and to be ftripped of every farthing of my 
property fecmed extremely probable; but, let what 
would happen, I was relolved to purfue the obje6t 
which I had in contemplation, fo long as there tct 
mained the mofl diftant probability of fqccefs. 

Among the dangers which prefented themfelves to 
me, thofe to be apprehended from the feverity of 
the law appeared the moft formidable; more ef- 
pecially as I happened to be lituated in the State of 
Pennjylvanla, where the government, generally 
fpeaking, was in the hands of thofe, who had (and 
fometimes with great indecency) manifefted an uni- 
form partiality for the fans-culotte French, and aq 
uniform oppolition to the Minifters and meafures 
of the Federal Government. Thefe perfons I knew 
J had offended by the promulgation of difagreeable 
truths ; and therefore it was natural that I ihould 
feek for fome flaiidard as a fafp rule for my condu^ 
with re(pe61: tp the liberty ofmypre/s. 

\ To 
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To fet about the ftudy of the law o(l:Ms, to wade 
through fifty volumes of mylterious tautology, was 
what i had neither time nor patience to do. The 
EnglilTi prcfs was faid to he en/laved ; but, when I 
came to confult the pra6ticc of this enflaved preis, I 
found it ftill to be far foo free for ine to attempt to 
follow its example. Finally, it appeared to me to 
be the fafcfl: way to form to myfelf feme rule founded 
on the liberty cxercifed by the Ainerican prefs. I 
concluded that I might without danger go as great 
lengths in attacking the enemies of the country, as 
others went in attacking its friends : that as much 
zeal might be fliown in defending the general go- 
vernment and adminiftration, as in accufing and^ 
traducing them ; and that as great warmth would be* 
admifnble in the caufc of virtue, order, and reK- 
gion, as had lof>g been tolerated in the wicked caufe 
ofvillany, infurrcdlion, and blafphemy. Whatever 
rancour might bfc haAourcd againft me in the breafts 
of particular perfons, I depended owjhame to re- 
train the arm of power from partiality ; I thought 
no officer or officers of ftate would, in this country, 
dare to aft towards an honeft man with a rigour 
which had never b?en experienced by the vileft of 
mifcreants. Alas ! •' all this I thought, and* all \ 
" thought was wrong ;** as the following fteets wil^ 
moft clearly evince. 

Before 1 enter on the account 6f the gfoundlefs pro-r 
fceution which this arbitrary State Government ha$ 
compelled me to fuftain, it is neceflary to notice 
fome fteps that were taken by my enemies previoufly 
thereto. 

Some time in the month of Augufl laft, the Spar 
nifh Minifter, Don Carlos Martinez d6 Yrujo, ap- 
plied to the Federal Government to profecute me 
lor certain matters publiflied in thy Gazette, againft 
bimfelf, and (hat poor, unfortunate, and humbled 

^iDTtal^ 
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mortal, Charles the Fourth, King of Spain. The 
Government confented, and I was accordingly 
bound over, before the Honourable Judge Peters, to 
appear in the Federal Diftridl Court, which will 
meet next April. 

Of this preparatory ftep to a fair and impartial trial, 
the Don was informed. But, it would fcem^ the in- 
formation was far from being fatisfadory to him; 
for he delivered in a memorial to the Federal Go vera- 
ment, requeuing that the trial m.ight come on before 
the Supreme Court of Pennfylvania, of which Court 
M^Kean is Chief Juftice. 

This is the place to give foine acoount of this r/- 
piibUcan Judge. 

His grandfather was an Irilhman, who $migra4ed 
by the confent of his Majefty and tv:elve good and 
true men. He himfelf was born in this State, iia 
Cheiler county, and was for ibme years an hgjiler^ 
He was lucceflivcly a Conftabic, a Slieriff, a Juliicc 
of the Peace, and a Petty fogger : in which lafi capa- 
city the revplutionifts found hi^i a man fit for their 
purpofes. After having ibcn Marat a Legiflator, 
and Danton a Minifter of Juflicein France, no one 
will befurprifed that M'JC^an Ihould have become 
a Congrefs-man, and Chjef Juftice of Pennfylvania, 
during the American revolution. Of jhe charac^ter 
he exhibited in thofe tinies the reader may judge by 
the following extracts from " Smyth's Tour intlie 
Ignited Slates/' Smyth was an old Englifh officer 
fettled in Virginia, very much attached to the rayal 
caufe. He was driven from his home, taken pri- 
foner, and confined as a fpy^ merely becaufe the 
Congrefs feared the ^ffe^it of his zeal and his talents. 
The cruelties he eqdurcd at Philadelphia are al- 
mod beyond imagination ; and tliis brings us to his 
charader of M*Kean. In a letter, dated Dec. 1 7tb, 
1778, addreflcd to the Congrefs, after having de- 

Icribed 
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^Tibcd llic (iwagti treatment he and his fellow-prf* 
ifoners had reriived* and the Iiorrid fituation in 
'^ liicb they were when iheir dungeon was infpe6led 
^ly a Committee otCon{cre(s, he fays, "At the 
•* fame time I muil do ihrec of your members the 
jullice to fay, that they behaved with politenefi, 
and iippcand much iTiockcd at our treatment : 
but the injurioiiSj cruel meafurcs of the pcrfecut- 
ing, violent incendiary M'Kean, overpowered mo- 
deration and humanity/* Thus has he ever been, 
t was he who was guilty of the legal murder com- 
itted on the two Quakers, Roberts and Car- 
rsLB : he has been a pcrfecutor of this inoffen- 
vc (eft from that day to this : he was the princi- 
lal promoter of al! the cruel laws and confifcations 
in Pennfylvania, and he mzv lives in a cmfifcated 
hn{ji\ lie was., in a word, the FouauiHR Tinville 
€if America. His private eharatler is infamous* 
He beats his wife, and fhc beats him. He ordered 
a wig to be imported for him by Mr, Kid, refufed 
to pay for it, was fued before the Mayor's Court; 
the ditpute was referred to tlie Court of Nifi Prms ; 
where (merely for want of the otiginat invoice^ 
hieli Km had hill) the Judge came ofFvidlorious ! 
He is a notorious drunkard. The whole bar^ one 
lawyer excepted, ligned a memorial, flating, that 
(b great a drunkard was he, that, afler Jimier, per- 
fan ami property were noi Jafe in Penn^hania* He 
has been horfevvhipped in the City Tavern, and 
kicked in the ftreet for his infolence to particular 
perfons ; and yet this degraded wretch is Chief Jtiflm 
of th State! Why the Spanifh Minifter was 
anxious to get Porcupine tried before him is plain. 
It was well known tliat he harboured a mortal ran- 
cour againft him tor the jufi cenfure he had received 
at his hands; and it is now known, that this very 
Spanifti Minilier^ a moil contcmptibble animal, is 

lo 
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\oht married to his daughter ! Thefc were the rca- 
fons why the Federal Government were requefted 
to fuffer the caufe to be tried before M*Kean, and 
why a new prolecution was fet on foot. 

If this pamphtet ihould ever be read by the people 
of England, I befeech them. to compare the charac- 
ter of this republican Judge with that of their own 
Judges. 

To return from this digreffion. Thus foiled in 
the grand objedt, a new fcrutiny was, withoiit rauqli 
regard to decency, fet on foot ; nevy pretended li- 
bels were hunted out ; and an application to profe- 
cute me was made to the Government of Peunfyl- 
vania. It is hardly neceflary to fay that confent was 
fpeedily obtained. A bill of indi6jtment was pre- 
pared by the Attorney General of the State, and a 
warrant, of which the following is a copy, was if- 
fued to feize me : 

Fennfylvania, (T. 

The Commonwealth of Pennfylvania to the 
.-""^ Sheriff of the county of Philadelphia, to the 

(Seal.j Conftables of the city of Philadelphia, and to. 
v.^ all other our mtnifters and officers within our 

faid city and county, Greeting. 
Fprafmuch as the Chief Juftice of our Supreme Court is given 
to underitand by the information, teftimony, and complaint of 
credible perfons, that William Cobre}tt, of the city of Philadel- 
phia, prmter, is the printer and publiiher of certain infamous and 
wicked hbels againft his Catholic Majeity the King of Spain, the 
Chevalier Charles Martinez de Yrujo, Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minifter Plenipotentiary of his faid Catholic Majefty to the United 
States of America, and of the Spanifh nation, contained in public 
journals or newfpapers, called Porcupine's Gazette, num- 
bers 114, 11$, 121, 127, i$6, 160, 163, and 180, in the faid 
city of Philadelphia, tending to defame the faid King, Envoy and 
Minifter, and the fubjedtsof the faid King, to alienate their affec- 
fiONS and regar x>from the Government anJcitiTicns of the United 
States of America and of us, to excite them to hatred, hoUilities, 
. and war againft the faid United States : 

Therefore we command you, and every of you, that fome or 
one of you attach the faid William Cobbett, fo that you 

have 
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have him as (bon as he can be taken before our faid Chief Juftic^ 
to anfwer us of the premifes, and be fiirther dealt withal ac^ 
cording to law : — And have ymi there then this precept. Whnefs 
die Honourable * Thomas M^Kean, Do^or of Laws, Chief Juf* 
tice ot OUR Supreme Court at Philadclpbia, the eighteenth dzj of 
November, in the twenty-fetond year of the independtna or the 
United States of America, and ia the year of our Lbfrd ohe thou- 
lifMl feven hundred and ninety-feveo. 

Thomas M^Kkav* 
True Copy. ^ 

Jos, Tl»omas. 1 
Aw. i8, 1797. J 



If I did not well know that all indruments of this 
kind, coming from under the hand and fealofd 
republican Judge ^ are, by privilege immemorial, ex- 
empted from the laih of criticifm, I fhould mofl cer^ 
tainly be tempted to try my hand on the warrant. — » 
For infiance : the Commonwealth is called us ; and 
this may be proper enough, as the Commonwealth^ 
in the modern cant, means the citizens thereof. But, 
what fhall we make of the paifage where it is faid, 
that I endeavoured to alienate the afiedlions of the 
Spaniards from the citizens of the United States, and 
ofvs; that is, from the citizens of the United 
States, and from the citizens of vsi and this laft iin- 
tence means, from the citizens of the citizens t^f the 
Commonwealih ! In the name of mercy what is all 
this ? Is the form intended to convey a notion, that 
the citizens of Pennfylvania h^ye other citizetis under 
their control and government ; or that the citizens 
of the Commonwealth are their own citizens, and that 
WE govern us ? — A proje6lor fome few years ago 
received a prize medal horn the Philofophical Society : 
of Philadelphia, for having invented an American 

■ ■ ■ ' ■ ■ . ■ • 

* Republicans^ you fee, can take titles as wdl as other people. 
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language* 1 wonder if this warrant be a ipecimen 
of it. 

But, let us return to more folid matter. 

The trifling circumftances attending an arreft and 
giving bail, are fcarcely worth relating : but, fome- 
times, trifling circumflances ferve to convey a more 
corre6t idea of the charadler of the parties concerned 
in a tranfacStion, and to guide the reader to a more 
juft appreciation of their motives, than the longefl 
and mofl: laboured general account of their con- 
du6t. 

The Sheriff (whofe civility and candour I have 
every reafon to applaud) came to my houfe for $h$ 
jirft timt at twelve o'clock ; and he was ordered to 
have me before the Judge at half paft one. Thank 
God I am not verfed in arrefts ; but, I believe, this 
is the firft time that a man profecuted for a Irbel 
was pinned down to the fliort fpace oian hour and a 
halfio prepare for going out and to procure himfelf 
bail. The Englifli reader (for this pamphlet IhalJ^ 
be read in England) will obferve, that this Grovera- 
ment of Pennlylvania is that which is everlaftingly 
boafling of the mildnefs and humanity of its lawsv 

I was not fo dellitute of friends as, perhaps, the 
Judge expelled I was. Bail was procured, and wa 
were before him at the appointed time. 
. He aflced us to fit down. I feated myfelf on one 
fide of the flre, and he on the other. After be had 
talked on for fome time to very little purpofe (at 
leaft, as to the efFedl his talk produced on me), he 
Ihowed me certain newfpapers, and afked me if/ 
had printed atid publtjked them. To this I replied, 
that the law did not require me to anjwer any queftions 
in thatftage of the hufinefs ; and that^ therefore^ IJhould 
not do it. At this reply, though a very prudent and 
a very proper one, " he waxed exceeding wroth.*' 
He inftantly ordered mc to get oflf my chair, and 

TOL. vu. z iland 
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I Ihind op bclorc him, though he himfelf Imd liivitcJ 
mc to fu down* This fpecie^i ot refentment, Co be- 
coming in a Judge ^ excited in my mind no other 
fenliment than that which I diire lay it has ahready 
excited in the mind of the reader. 

The next document, which follows in due courfe, 

as THE BtLL OF INDICTMENT ; the IGNORAMUS Bill of 

]ndi£lment. — Go o^rer it with attention, I bcfeedi 
thee, reader ; or elfc, take my word for it, you will 
be juft as wife when you have done as you arc now. 
You mufl have your eyes well about you ; keep a 
Iharp look-out for parenllieles and quotations; and 
above all^ you muA hold your breath to the bottom Qf 
a paragrafh% if you can't do this, you will no 
inure underliaiid it than you would the croaking of 
a frog, or the cackling of a goote.^ — ►Therefore, again 
X iay, attention i 

OYER AND TERMINER; Novcaiber Seffions, 1797, Phi- 
ladelphb County, C 

The Grand Ictqueit of the Commonwealth of PcnDfylvania, 
npon ihetr oaths and afErmatiotii refpe£live!)r^ do pre&ent, That 
Wi JUL I AM Cob SETT, late of the city of Philadelphia^ in the 
county of PhiLdelphiat Yeoman, being a perfon of a wicked and 
turfjulent difpofition, and malrdoufly defigning and intending to 
vilify and defame the perfon, ch^irader, and government of his Ca- 
tholic MajeAy, Charles the Fourth, King of Spain, and to diilurb and 
dcftroy the peace and amuy and concoj-d ng^^ ba}fihfui!0ing be- 
tween the fame and the United States of America j and alfoto vilify 
and ddame the perlon and chara<^ter of Don Carlos Martinez de 
Yrujoj the Mitiifter PJenipotentiaiy and Exwoy Extraordinary froiti 
his Catholic Majefty, the faid Kin^ of Spain» to the United 5tatcS| 
ON the feventcetith day of July, in the year of our Lord one thou* 
iand feven hundred and ninety -feven, at the city of Philadelphia, 
in the county afnrefaid, wickedly and maliciouny did print and 
publiili, and caufe to be printed and published, a z^rtdATifiand^kus^ 
falfe^ and maliciom libel, of and concerning his Catholic Majeiiy 
the laid King of Sjiain, and of and concerning the fa Id Don Carlo* 
Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Minifter Plenipotentiary and Envoy 
Eittraordinary from his faid Majelly to the Uuited States, in a cer- 
tain aewfpaper called PoitcupiNL's Ga?. ette, which laid nevvf* 
paper was ^tn and thare printed and publtfhed by the faid Wtl- 
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MAM CoBBETT, and in the form of obfervations figned by An Old 
SoUler^ and directed and addrefled for Porcupine's Gazette ; 
iii which faid libel are contained/among oih^r things and exprej^s^ 
divers of falfe, feigned, fcandalous, and malicious matters, ac« 
cording to the tenour following, to wit: — '* E^w Jince Spain bms 
** bern governed by Princes of the Bourbon famifyy the Sfanijb name 
•' has been dif graced in peace and in *vjar ; every important meafure 
*' has been directed by the crooked politics of France. — Tit/f connexion^ 
*' lik': tije obfcene harties of old^ contaminates vjhatever it touches* 
** But never has this been fo conjpicnous as in the prefent reign, and 
•' more efpecially at the prefent period. The de^nerate Prince that 
*• nowfiMays the Spdnijhjceptre*'' tthcreby mpanrng his Catholic Ma- 
jefty, the laid King of Spain], ^^ivhom the French** {the French Re- 
public meaning] " have kept on the throne merely as a trophf rf their 
**powei'j or as the butt of their infolenccy feems deflihue not onfy of 
•' the dignify of a King^ but of the common virtues of a man: not 
** content ivith allying himfelf to the murderers of a beneveient Prince^ 
^* tjjho wfs thejower ofhrsfamify^ he** f his Catholic Majefty, the 
faid King of Spain, meaning] ^* has become the fupple tool of all their** 
[the faid French Republic meaning] ^^mofi nefariotss jpoUtics. 
*' As the Sovereign*'' [his Catholic Majefly, the faid King ot Spain, 
meaning] " is at home^fo is t/jo Minifter abroad*\ [meaning the faid 
Don Carlos Martinez dc Yriijo, the faid Minifter Plenipoten* 
tiary and Envoy Extraordinary from his faid Catholic Majefty, 
the iaid King of Spain, to the United States]. ** The one** [nnean- 
ing his Catholic Majefty, the faid King of Spain] ^Misgoverned 
like a dependant^ by the nod of thefme deffots at Paris ; and the 
other** [meaning the faid Don Carlos Martinez de Ynijo, the faid 
Minifter Plenipotentiary from his (aid Catholic Majefty] ** by the 
'* dire^iens of the French agents in America. Becaufe thofe infidel 
*' tyrants'* [the French Republic and their agents meaning] ** hetd 
** thougljt proper to rob and infult this country and its Govemmewtf. 
'* and Hve have thought proper ^ I am forry to add^ to fubmit to it^ the 
'> ohfequious imitative Don*' [the faid Don Carlos Martinez de 
Ynijo meaning] ^^ mnfl attempt the fame^ in order to participate in 
^^tfjc guilty and leffen the infamy of bis mafteri** [the French 
Republic and their agents meaning]. 

And also, the faid William Cobbett did *ben and there, 
in the iame newfpaper, and connected with the ubel aforefaid, 
)>rint and publifli the falfe, feigned, fcandalous, and maltciouf 
^'ords and matters, according to the ten ouci^ft)! lowing, to wit : 

** In the prefent flate of things^ the independence of the United 
** States is little more than ajbadew\ it** [the independence of the 
United States meaning] '^is really not worth nihat it cofi to acquire 
** and fupport it ; and unUfs a fop can be put to the progrefs of fac* 
** tion and foreign interference''^ [the interference of the faid Don 
Charles Martinez de Yrujo, and theGovernmen of his faid T rho« 
Jic1llajefty,aicaning]y ^^ infiecsdofahUfmg^ it** [the inucpeadence 
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of the United States meaning] ***wiH ere long be a hnrJeny which even 
•* the vaJfaU of Prujfia nmuld not take off our hands as a gift** 

And the Grand Inqiiell aforefaid, upon their oaths and affirm- 
ations a toreia id, do FURTHER PRESENT, That the faid Wil- 
liam Cosbett, being as aibrefaidy and defigning and intending 
as afbrefaid, oh the twenty-founh day of July, in the year afore- 
faid, at the city and county aforefaid, wickedly and maJiciouily 
did print and publifh, and caufe to be printed and publifhed, a 
cenain other falfe, fcandalous, and malicious libel, of and con- 
cerning the faid Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Minifter 
Feni potential y and Envoy Extraordinary ivoxyx the faid King of 
Spain to the faid United State?, in the form of a communication ; in 
which faid laft-mentioned libel are contained the falfe, fcandalous, 
and malicious matters and things, according to the tenour following, 
to wit : •* After fuch examples , how eon it he 'wondered «/, that an 
** adverti/ement Jhould appear in our public prints^ g^'^^^g notice of a 
^^fwindling ajjignment ofhii efate by a Member ofCongrefs in the w- 
** cinlty oftbe capital^ for the purpofe of defrauding his creditors^ or 
•* that our people fhould join the French marauders^ and pillage the 
•* property and threaten the lives of their defencelefs countrymen, under 
•* the flag of thofe piratesy or that w^*' [the people of the United 
States meaning J " are fo abufed and humbled as tofubmit with patience 
** to the public infults of a frivolous Spaniard, half Dow and half 
•* Sans'CulotteV* [meaning thereby the faid Don Carlos Martinez 
de Yrujo, Minifier Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, as 
afbrefaid.] 

And the Grand Inqueft aforefaid, upon their oaths and affirm- 
ations aforefaid, further do prefent, That the faid William 
CoBBETT, being as aforefaid, and defigning and intending at 
aforefaid, on the thirty-firft day of July, in the year aforefaid, 
at the city and within the county aforefaid, wickedly and ma* 
licioufly did print and publifh, and caufe to be printed and pub- 
lifhed, a certain other falfe, fcandalous, and malicious libel, of and 
concerning the faid King of Spain, and of and concerning the faid 
Don Martinez de Yrujo, the faid Minifier IMenipotentiary and Envoy 
Extraordinary of the faid King of Spain to the faid United States ; 
in which faid laft-mentioned libel, among other things, divers 
falfe, fcandalous, and malicious matters are contained, according 
to the tenour following, to wit : ** fThai will his magnanimous Ma* 
^^ jefiyfey^ when, by the refult of Don Tarico*s*^ [the faid Don Carlos 
jMartinez de Yrujo meaning] ^^ confpiracy with Blount*^ [meaning a 
confpiracy, or crime, forwhich William Blount, heretofore a' 
Senator of the United States, was impeached by the Houfe of 
Reprefentatives of the United States^ and expelled from the Se- 
nate thereof], ^^ and his appeal to the people, and this political puppet^ 
[the faid Don Carlos Martinez de Yrujo meaning] ^^Jhall have 
•♦ brought on a war with America : when the flandard of liberty 
^^Jhall be unfurled on the Iftbmus ofDarien, then hisMajefif* [his*faid 
CatbolicMajefty, tl^ King of Spain, meaning] ^^ may ptrbaps find tbt 
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^^ freeh9rn font ^f America are not thai daflardly race of convards^ 
** which the fuhmijjion to the infults of his** [the faid King of Spain 
meaning] •* treacherous and piratical all/* [the Republic of France 
meaning] *• had taught him to believe them ;*' — to the great fcandal 
and in^my of his Catholic Majeily the King of Spain, of his 
Government, and the faid Don Carlos Martinez dc Yrujo, Minif- 
ter Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary from his faid Catho- 
lic Majefty the faid King of Spain, to the evil and pernicious 
example of all others in the like cafe otfending againft the a6i of 
Aifembly in fuch cafe made and provided, and againft the peace 
and digni^ of the Commonwealth of Pennfylvania. 

Jared Inc^bsoll, ^ 
Atty. Gift. 



^ 



WITNESSES. 

Hon. Thomas M*Kean, Ef<j. fw. cxd. 
Dr. Charles Caldwell, fw. exd« 
Dr. John R. Coxe, fw. exd. 

William Bradford, fw. exd. 

William Mitchell, fw. exd, 

Isaiah Thomson, fw. exd* 

Patrick Delany, fw. exd. 

Ezra Serjeant, at frejhtt in Flrginia^ therefore 

cannot he examined* 
Stagey Bit DD, affirmed, exd. 

A&cHiBALD Bartram, affiro^cd, exd. 



IGNORAMUS, 

William Coats, Foreman. 

I Edward Burd, Prothonotary of the Supreme Court of th© 
Commonwealth of Pennfylvania, and Clerk of the Courts of 
Oyer and Terminer and general Gaol Delivery, holden before the 
Juftices of the Supreme Court for the faid Commonwealth, hereby 
certify, that the foregoing flieets contain a true copy of a Bill prc- 
fcnted to the Grand Jury, at a Court of Oyer and Terminer and 
general Gaol Dcliveiy, holden before the faid Juftices, on the 
Iwenty-feveoth day of November laft, for the county of FhiladeU 

* Thus the Judge himfelf was one rf the witneffes againft rac. 
The three perfons whofe names follow his, were known to be my 
mortal enemies ; and for the reft, they dipped into the bofom of 
vay own family /--.Wa§ this CYcr done in England ? — Noi do> no ; 
oevcTy never J 
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I. From the Porcupine of iph July^ ^797- 
For Porcupine's Gazette *. 

Sver Jincc Spain has been governed hy Princes of the Bour^nfs^ 
mifyf the Sfanijh name has been dif graced^ in peace and in tjoar : every, 
importani meajurt has been direHed by the crooked poUtics of France* 
J his connexion^ like the obfcene harpies of olJ^ contaminates nvhatr 
9ver it touches. But never has this been fo confpicuous as in the pre 
fent reign ^ and more efpecially at the prefent period, The degenerate 
prince that nonufvjays the Spanijh fceptre^ njjbom the French fjave kept 
9n the throne^ merely as a tropljy of their power^ or as the butt of their 
in/okncej feems dejiitute not only of the dignity of a King^ hut of the 
eommoH virtues of a man : not content voiih allying himjelf to the 
murderers of a benevolent Prince^ vcho 'was the fower of his family^ 
he has become the fttpple tool of all their mofi nefarious politics. As 
the Sovereign is at bomc^ fo is the Iklinifier abroad : the ope is govern" 
ed% like a dependant^ hy the nod of the five dejpots at Paris^ and the. 
other by the dire SI ion of the FrenJb agents in America, Becaufe thofe 
infidel tyrants had thought proper to rob and infult this country and its. 
Government^ and ni^e Xave thought propery I am forty to add^ to fuh* 
mit to itf the obfequious imitative Don mufi attempt the fame^ in or" 
der to participate in the guilty and lejfen the infamy of his mafters."^ 
Surely, if a revolution is ever to be reconiniended, it is when a 
Prince thus entails ruin and difgrace on himfelf and his people, as 
Charles the Fourth has done by this alliance with the regicide Di-. 
reftory of France. Bcfides what flie paid to purchafe a difhonour* 
able peace, Spain has already loii large fums in fpecie, a confider* 
able part of her navy, and a very valuable ifland j and if ihc per- 
lift in her prefent ftupid fyftem of obedience, without claiming the 
fecond fight of a Scotchman, I will pronounce her ruin inevitable. 
Nothing is wanted but a conjoint operation between Great Britain 
and the United States, to open a way to all the riches of Mexico ; 
and however Spain may deceive herfelf, it is not all the crooked 
manoeuvres of French and American Jacobins, who are as much 
her enemies as ours, that can long prevent it. Events are point- 
jng, with the clearneis of a funbcam, to the abfolute, irrenftibie 
pcceffity of futh a coalition. The bale fubfidized agents of France 
cannot long check the juft refentment, or refill the meafures of a 
htgh-fpirited and free people, who fcorncd to receive the law fron^ 
freemen, ancf will ntve*- fubmit to receive it froni flavei. The 
proud-fpirited men ol '76, that encountered dangers far more treroei>> 



* I would have the reader perufe theffe libels with attention. 
They contain folemn truths, that cannot be tpo well under^ 
ftood, 
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dous than anv that now prefent thenafelves, will burft out with 
the greater violence, for being fo long reftrained, and, fpreading 
^om north to fouth, will beat down all oppofition. The ftrength of 
this Government is great, in its various refources, as well as in the 
affection of all its citizens (a few bafe profligates «xcepted) ; and 
nothing but the want of an union of councils, and an exceilive 
love of peace, has hitherto prevented our enemies from feeling it. 
We hold the fate of the French and Spanifh Weft Indies in our 
hands ; and without having recourfe to the infSernal pra6tice of the 
French, the arming of (laves againft their matters, we are able, 
with a fmall naval aid, to revolutionize all the kingdom of 
Mexico* But with this refpe^ability of ftrength and chara<5ter, it 
has been the unhappy fate of this Government to fubmit to viola- 
tions and indignities, almoft without example ; and this has been 
owing as much to the tamenefs of its friends, as to the audacity of 
its enemies ; for jvhile thefe have been united and perfevering, as 
all confpirators are, thofe have been torpid, and without any union 
or combination of etForts.— /« the prefent ft ate of things^ the inde* 
iendenceof the United States is little more than afbado^ ; it is really 
not worth what it coft to acquire and fuf port it : andunlefs a ft of cam, 
he put to theprogrefs of faSlion and foreign interference^ infteadof a 
hlejpng^ it fwiil ere long he a iurden, fivhich even the vajjals of Pruffia 
nuouldnot take off our hands as a gift* — I remember what the Tories 
prophefied at the clofe of the revolution war : "The profped,'* 
laid they, ** that now looks fo bright, will foon be darkened by 
•* clouas, heavier than any that have yet hung over you. Your 
** Government will be torn by civil faftions, and you will be tofled 
^ to and fro, like a tennis-ball, by the contending nations of £u* 
^* rope. France, which you now hug as an ally and equal, will 
** corrupt your citizens, andT foment divifions among them ; by 
** which your Government will be fo weakened, that it will not 
•* dare to oppofe her ambitious defigns. She can never forget her 
♦* being expelled from this country with difgrace, nor will Ihe 
** fail to improve the firft opportunity to recover feme part of it." 
— This is almoft fulfilled.in the prefent unfortunate ftate of things; 
but the cafe is not without a remedy, if prompt decifion and firm- 
nefs are adopted, on the part of Government and its influential 
jft-iends. To thefe the great body of the well-afiedted citizens look 
for an example. They feel the wounds of their country, they re- 
fent them, and, if properly led, would fpeedihr avenge them. They 
fear neither the foreign enemy, nor the daftardly traitors among 
thcmfelves, but would rejoice in an opportunity of facrificing to 
both their much injured and infulted country. — ^In what coniifts 
the principal ftrength of France }' It is in the poifon of her prin- 
ciples among the mob, and corruption of her money among rc- 
^Is and parricides. Thefe have been the bafe diabolical arts, by 
which fhe has done as much as by her arms ; and miferable ha« 
^en |he fote of all thofe countries, where they have not been fea- 
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jboably and vigoroufly oppofed. If, after fb many eurDples m 
teach Of, wc continue to fold our anss, and wrapourielves up in 
an imagfocd ftcuntj, our turn will come next ; and we ihall add 
Oi',c mart iothe g1of>nny catalogue of tl>c tributaries oC France.— 
Ti^eretore* kt the friends of their country and its GoverBmenr 
aiTodate at this critical ^iwAurc, tofupport the conilitoted a»tho- 
jriiiei, and to oppofe their cnenFiiej by fpiritcd and united efforts, 
lH'hile traitors and foreign emiffaries are daily infulting the chief 
nwgiftrate by virulent And inibmn>alory publications ; when the 
Jklittiiienof France and Spain, forgetting common decency, ob- 
trude tlieir appeals on the pciiple, in or£r to miilead tbe igno- 
rant ; it is the duty of all tl>oie who condemn fuch criminal coor 
4xi&, to declare tbckr refoluiiou to oppofe tt» 

A:it Ohih SouiiEx. 

II. From the Pormp'me *>f 24/A Jufyy 1 797, 

CMmmmcaiipfi* — Amtrieam Morah, — To every refie^tng mind^ 
» review of the events which hare taken place aiiK>ng foine great 
political adors in the United States within a few year&paft, mud 
be attended with extrenne grie^ mortifkation, and appreheniion — 
with grief, jNor the great depravity and corruption of nx>rals whicb 
they nk-snifeli — ^witb mortificatioo, as they affieit tbe honour and 
|>urity of the American charaiSter — andwiiih ierious apprebenSon 
«f the coniequences which mny refuk from tbe influence di fa 
many exasnples of an abandonment of integrity,, not among the 
commonalty, ibr vice in tbe vulgar ciaHes ista be met with every 
where, but in high and exalted ftations^and in peribns ieledied b^r 
their fellow-citizens to fill offices of great trull, difttDdtioo,. ai^ 
con^dence. — When we behold a Secretary ^ State, in whom 
pride alone (hould have fupplied the place of virtue, ov account 
mi the emi' ent and diftinguifhed family from whom be was de- 
Icended, atid with whom he was related, biiely foriakin^ bis duty,. 
HBcaiily oflferiag hinEifelf for a purchafe^ and bartering his coimtiy 
for the gold of an infrtgumg foreigner; when we tee a great di- 
pfomatic chara6t^ return from an enobai|y in wluch he.betrayect 
the beft interefts pf bis country to the palvtics of an infidious na- 
tion, and humbling the Americjan people by lilkning to a public 
abufe of them, careilcci, feafted, and jullified by the firil olQcerf 
in the Government ; when a Member of the Senate of the United 
States is dete^ed in debauching the fidelity of the public ferv^nt% 
"ZxA in plotting fcliemes of ambition and defperate enterprife, tendr 
i::;; to commit the peace of his country ; when it is now notorious 
that Reprefentatives of the People in Congrefs were inliruitiental ip 
fomeming and encouraging the late infurrei^iotx in the Weft, and 
that the principles of the chief magiilrate of the State in which it 
unhappily appeared, were ib much fufpt:6\ed of difaSicdion, and 
bid aciachment to the coantiy ^ que&ionable, that it was found 
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«nfafe to confide its fuppreffion to his hands ; when, in fa&, this 
\eiy man, his family, and his friends, were diibovered in applj • 
tng to their own purpofes, without form, and without fecurity, 
large fums of money placed under the gaardian(hip of a public in* 
ftitution ; when the prelident and cafliier of an exteniive bank ia 
the capital, and a principal oittcer in another bank in a great fouth- 
«rn fea port, conneded with a man not long (ince in an elevated 
€tuation, are found betraying their trufls, and embezzling the 
property they were paid to prote^ ; nvhen a Judge of the Pleas is 
publicly deteBed in jhop-lifting ; when an officer in a confpicuous 
Nation in thecolleAion of the revenue is difmiHed for delinquency; 
when a merchant, lately a member of the national legiflature, the 
firft fome years pall in a commercial chara(5ter, has wantonly en- 
gaged in the wildeft I'chemes of fpeculation and expenfe, and is in 
connexion with a man whofe high reputation had called him to ait 
elevated office of control and fupcrintendence, involving in their 
own fall, more families in general and pungent dillrefs, than a 
thoufand bankruptcies had ever produced; when an Aflbciate Judge 
of the Supreme Couit is held in durefle, for an immenfe debt, con- 
traded in viiionary plans of perfonal aggrandizement ; when time 
has brought to light, that a profound philofopher and flatefmaiit 
whofe fame had nlled Europe and America, meanly and traitor- 
Dufljr confented, in the very moment of public enthufiafm, when 
thefe States had juft achieved their independence, to place it ia 
the hands of France, without condition, and without control; 
in fine, when we view the iecond magiftrate in the United States, 
the prefiding head of an independent branch of Government, 
erefting the (bndard of oppoiition, rallying round it a hoft of 
xnalcontents, and taking a poiition as the chief of a faction; 
when we fee him openly vindicating the infults and aggreffions of 
a foreign nation, purpofely midating the political (ituation and fen- 
timents of the country in correfpondence with a diftant flranger^ 
gnd courted by the plunderers and enemies of America : when all 
thefe (hameful and degrading circumftances arc reviewed, what are 
we to think of our republican morals ? Well may we exclaim with 
the confeflbr Fauchet, ** If this people are thus early decrepit, 
•* what may we expcdi in their old age !" — The hiftory of the moft 
corrupt nation, and the moft defpotic or degenerate monarchy in 
Europe, cannot produce a like number of inflances of fuch lean* 
dalous, criminal, and traitorous conduct in their public fundion* 
aries, it may be fafely affirmed, even in the la pie of a century. 
After fuch examples^ hotu can it he wondered at^ that an adnjertiff 
mentjbould appear in our public prints^ K^'^'^^g ^^tice of afnmndiing 
afpgnment of his eftate^ hy a Member of Congrefs in the vicinity of the 
fapital^ for thepurpofe if defrauding his creditors ; or that ourpeofd$ 
Jhould join the French marauders^ and pillage the property^ mmd 
threaten the lives of their defencelefs countrymen^ under the fiag of 
ibefefitates \ or that nuearf^o (tbufed and humkled as toftAmit wisi 
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fatienci f tie puhlic inJnUs 9f a frivlous Spaniard^ half D&n^ mni 
half SmMJ-cmUtii • / A, B. 

III. From ihe lorcuplne of ^\ft J^b* ^797» 

Fr&m the Gazette of the United States. 

Amted9te^ — Fr^m tht B^mrdeaux " Journal Jes Joumaux.^-^ 
IK^bcQ the Court of Madrid fouod itfeif compelled by the xnoft 
imperious neceffity to make peace with the French Republic, it was 
acceflary to make the King ienfible of the impofllbility of conti- 
■aing the war, aud to refign himfelf to the facrlfioes impofed by 
llie treaty of peace* ** I thought," faid the aftonifhed Monarch, 
* that we had always beaten the French/' What mil bis magnanimom 
Mmjtfij faj^ KvSem hy the rej'ult of Don Tarico*s con/piracy tvitl 
MUmmi^ mmd his appeal to the people^ this political puppet Jhall have 
hr0ughi Mr a war ^ufh America T ffhcn tbejtandard of liberty fhall 
If unfurled 9n the Iflmus of DarieUj then his Majefly may perhaps 
jSmd that ihefreebora fons of America are not that daflardly race of 



* This paragraph was fent roe by a merchant of this city \ k 
contains fome horrid charges-^yf treacherous Amhajfador^ a Secre* 
iemy of State offering his country for fale^ a Senator doing the fame 
Aiug^ « Governor implicated in the affair^ a Governor defrauding 
m hani^ es Jmdgf in durefje for a hmndling deht^ a Judge caught 
thievingy ^c. One would have thought that thefe things fliould 
have attracted attention, and much more ferious attention, than 
calling the Spanifli Minifler ** half Don and half Sans-culotteJ* 
But, no : theie things could have been proved \ and though truth is 
m tibely and I might, perhaps, have been puniihed, yet the triat 
could have been publiihed, with all the damning foBs along with 
St ; and this would not have been quite fo convenient. It wouici 
not have done great honour to republicanifm. It would have fur- 
niihed a dangerous handle to malicious royalijls. People would 
really have begun to doubt of republican fimplicity and purity ; and 
therefore no notice was taken of thefe things. But this was 
Ihallow work. Could they injagine, that I would fufier them to be 
thus fmothered ? Did they think that there was not one drop of 
Englidi blood remaining in my veins ? I^ they did, they now fee 
their error. I will never ceafe, till 1 have rendered their infamy 
as notorious in other countries, as it is in this. 

I again repeat, that this libel^ as it is called, was written by an, 
American^ and no*\fj (in 1800) I will add the name of that Ameri- 
can : it was John Sitgreavesy brother of that Samuel Sitgreavea 
who was one of the famous Board of ComoiLOSipners for the fi^ttle* 
inent of BritiQi debts. 

covaards^ 
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ccnvarJs^ which their fulmijjion to the infults of his trtacherous and 
piratical ally had taught him to believe them. And when DoQ 
Manuel de Godoy, Prince de la Paz, fliall come before the ihag- 
nanimous Monarch, slnd, with his finger in his mouth, tell him 
that it has become neceiTary to prefervc the valuable mines of 
P«ru, the extcnfive territory of Amazonia, Paraguay, Chili, and 
in ihort all South America, by the fuirender of all poiTeffions on 
this fide the Idhmus of Daden, it is much to be doubtod if xht 
Monarch, inftead of tacitly admitting the argument oi ** imperi- 
ous neceffity," will not kick the fublime Prince of Peace from hi« 
prefencc, awl, turning his attention to the origin of fo great evik» 
will allot a berth to Don Yarico in that commodious habitatidti 
where his refpaftable prcdeceflbr is fo well accommodated ; ail the 
good he has done to Spain by his tranjlation of Smiib^j H^4:uUh 4^ 
ilations^ to the contrary notwithftanding. 



Thefc, reader, are the three publications, for 
which, under the free, and eqiial government of 
Pennsylvania, I have been harafled with a crlmmal 
profecution ; tor which (befides the expenfe infc- 
parable from all law concerns) I have been fubjeded 
to the infamy of an arrcft, and have been dragged 
from my home, to the injury of my affairs, and the 
great alarm of my wife and family. 

I would not infult the refpedlablc gentlemen who 
compofed the majority of the Grand Jury, or the 
good fenfe of the reader, by an attempt of mine to- 
prove that nothing contained in thefe publications is 
of a libellous nature. If thefe are libels, there is 
no book, facred or profane, which might not bccon- 
llrued into a libel. Every hiiiory contains libel 
upon libel againfi Kings, Queens, and Minifters. If 
thefe are libels, who is fafe? In fuch a flate of 
things a man may draw down tlu putdjhment of a 
murderer on himfelf while he is laying his prayers 
or linging pfalms. 

Of the three publications, the two firft only ori- 
ginated in my Gazette : the other was taken from 
the Gazelle of the United States^ publifhed by Mr. 
Fenno. Of this latter circumftance, I Ihall fpoafc 

more 
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more fully, when I come to the Chief Judge's 
charge. 

The two publications, which raade their firft ap- 
pearance through my means, I have not the honour 
to be the writer of. They were both written by 
gentlemen of this city ; fiative Americans, men who 
were determined fVkigs during the war for independ- 
ence, republicans in principle, and firmly attached 
to the prefent Government. 

In the firft of thefe two publications, though 
there is certainly nothing libellous, I am ready to 
confefs there is a great deal of warmth ; and if the 
admiilion of an effay extraordinarily warm, abound* 
ing in ftrong expreflions of refentment and indig- 
nation, were ever juftifiable, it moft afluredly 
was on fuch an occafion. The communication 
of the Old Soldier was lent me at a moment 
when the city of Philadelphia, juft quieted after the 
appeal oi the French Minifter Adet *, rang with the 
ciaring, the degrading, the contemptuous infult, 
wliich the Spaniard Yrujo had offered to the Gro- 
Tcrnment of America, and to every individual living 
under it. 

He had publilhed a moft^ audacious letter to Mr. 
Pickering, the Secretary of State, containing a fum* 
mary of all that is infolent. This letter had been 
handed and hawked about the city ; and had, by his 
Secretary, been fent to every public print for infer- 
tion. It was gone forth to the univerfe; and, that 
it tended to degrade and defame America, we need 
no other proof than the following paragraph from a 
London gazette of the 14th of September: " The 
•• Americans are, according to our laft advices 
** from New- York, paying dear for their maepenJ^ 
•' iuce. Tlie French take all their veffels, block 



* See Cenfor for November, 1796. 

« up 
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* up tlieir very rivers^ punifh tbeir Icamcn like 

* maiefaftors, and acSlually make them pay for the 
'* ftiot they fire at them ; while the Spanirfi Minif- 
'^ ter, with impunity, infuUe and braves their poor 
'* enfeebled Government, He has written to TI- 
" mothy Pickerings Efq, their firft Secretary of 
=* State (fee our gazette of ycfterdaylj in a language 
'* that Buonaparte would not venture to affume to 
" his Cifalpine Convention, or Citizen Noel to the 
** fallen and degraded Dutch ; and, what very much 
*^ aggravates the infult, he has^ without permifEou 
" from the Prefident of the general Congrefs, com- 
** nmnicated this letter to the people, as a fort of 
*^ manifcfto, or appeal to them from their Govern- 
*^ ment Nothing of this kind, we believe, ever 
'* paKcd unrejinied, except in a conquered or in- 
** vaded counlry ; and we cannot help lamenting 
** that fo very Httle fpirit ftiould be found in any 
** people, but particularly in a people who boa (I 
*' their origin from Britons." 

This paragraph, or at kaft fomething tantamount 
to it, I have fecn in three London papers, and in one 
Dublin paper; fo that it may be fairly concluded, 
its currency is by this time general, not only in the 
Britifh dominions^ but all over Europe, And, f 
pray, was no one to attempt to wipe away the rtig- 
fna ? Though the public papers had been made 
fubfervient to the fpreading of this deep fhame and 
difgrace abroad, was no printer to admit any ihing 
that ferved to mark the ftrong indignation it infpired 
at home ? Was the piefs to be free for the Spaniard 
alone ? Was he to be allowed to taunt, and threaten^ 
and defpife ? And were the poor Americans to few 
up their lips, or only mutter their impotent anger io 
fecret? If this be fo; if no man, by atfuming a 
bold, an indignant ^ and retaliating tone, was to 
make an effort to refcue his counlry and himfelf from 
diihonour, without being harafled with a prolecution^ 
3 without 



wHhoot har.ardiog the punifhment of a murdcTer, 
ours if a fallen ilatc indeed ! U this be libcrly and 
indep<*n^cnce» or whatexxrelfe it niay be called, God 
p^nnt me the cnjnyment of its oppolite. If this be 
freedom, may I be a bondiiaanj jxa^ a very Have^ 



•* If fucb be jufticc, fuch th^ laws, 

** Iti that blcll clime where Freed&m rtigns, 



I gladly join the /yrant*^ caufe, 
•* Anditt 



leek for refuge in my ehaifis/* 



1 ihall now come to Judge M^Kean's charge to the 
Grand Jury; and fha]], without going out of Court, 
take upon me to decide on its merits. 

It was a charming thing, this, for me to get hold 
of. I had long wilbed to poffefs fome fuch proof, fome 
fuch convincing proof, of Xhc/aperiority of the Ame- 
rican liberty of the prefs ovtr that enjoyed in the 
^Unjukr Bajlik,"" Great Britain; and it is to the 
defire that I have of giving it a portable and durable 
fttuatton, and to that alone, that this pamphlet is to 
be attributtd : for which kind intention 1 humbly 
hope his Homur will feel inclined to pardon my paft 
mifdoings* His pretty words will now be read with 
idmiration, in countries vrherc^ I am fure, had it 
not been for mcj his name would never have once 
been articulated. 

When this charge, garnifhed with my fimpleand 
good-natured comments, comes to be ferved up ia 
Britain, it will be a difh for a king. The royalilts 
will lick their lips, and the republicans will cry, God 
blefs us ! The emigration for liberi^^sjlike will ceafe, 
and we fhall have nothing but the pure unadnlterated 
dregs of Newgate and the Fleet ; the candidates for 
Tyburn and Botany Bay* Blelled cargo ! All fa* 
irhU to the back-bone; true philanthropies and 
univerfal citizens ; fit for any place but England in 
thifi worlds and Heaven in the next. 
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The famous charge which is to produce thefe ex- 
cellent efFedls was delivered to the Grand Jury at 
the Caurt of Oyer and Terminer above me>ntionod 
in the Bill of Indidtment. 1 Ihall not fill up my 
pages in copying the former part of it, which the 
leader will, I am perfuadcd^ readily excufe, when 
lie has read the lattcn Like two umouth boorifti 
vifitants, the prefence of the one tenders all apology 
unrfeceffary for the abfence of the other. 

The Judge began, as, I believe, is ufuaK with a de- 
finition of the feveral crimes, which generally fall 
tinder the cognizance of fuch a court : as treafon, 
fodortty, rape, forgery, murder, &c. &c. But thefe 
his' Horiiour touched flightly upon. Hebrullied them 
tover as light and trifling offences ; or rather he blew 
them afide as the chaff of the criminal code, in or- 
der to come at the more folid and fubftantial fin of 

LIBELLING. 

The weighty or rather the meafure, that his Ho- 
nour gave to this crime above all others, on this 
particular occafion, I fhall prove — not by ratiocina* 
tion, but by artthmeticj by meafurement with the 
aid of a carpenter's two foot rule ; as thus : 

The charge contains feparate definitions of 32 
crimes, the whole of which, in the columns of the 
Gazette, occupy 5 F. 8 Inches, running meafure; 
of which that of libelling alone occupies 3 F. i lu. 
6 P. On thefe dimenfions I fiate the following : 

PROBLEM. 

If 32 crimes occupy 5 F. 8 In. and c crime occu* 
pies 3 F. I In. 6 P. of how much ^r^ater magnitude 
ought thi$ I crime to be than any i of the remaia- 
iugji ? 

SOLUTION — 18 Ttm^s. 

Thus, then, if we are to judge from thedimen- 
jfions of the Chief Jufticc of Pennfylvania's charge, 
libelling is eighteen tiiaC9 worfc, more dangerous^ and 

VOL. vxi. A ^ more 
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more heinous than robbery, forgery, treafon^ fodo- 
my, or murder! 

Thefa6t i<, the charge feemed fludied to excite a 
horror of no crime but that of libelling ; the Court 
let racd met for the punifhment of nothing elfe, and 
I feemed to be the folc objedt of that punifhrnent. 
Of this the reader will be convinced by a perufal of 
the charge itfelf ; and ih^caiifehcwiW find explained 
in the fubfequent remarks, and in the notes which 
he has already read. 

CHARGE. 

The Chief Judge (M^Keak), after having, as was 
before obfcrvcd, juft touched on the nature and pu- 
niihmentof other crimes, proceeds, with reljpedl to 
LIBELS, thus: 

Before I conclude, / amforry to have occaGon to mention, thai 
there is another crime, that peculiarly concerns the Judges of the 
'Supreme Court to endeavour to correA : it is that of lib£LLIKg. 
I will defcribe it at large. 

Libels, or libelli famoH, taken in the moil extenfive fenfe, fignify 
any writings, pictures, or the like, of an immoral or illegal tend- 
ency ; but in the fcnfc wc arc now to confider them, are mali- 
cious defamations of any peribn, and efpecialiy of a magiflrate, 
^made public either by writing, printing, figns, or piftures, in order 
^to provoke him to wratli, or to expoie him to public hatred^ con- 
tempt, or ridicule. 

This direct tendency of thefe libels is the breach of the public 
peace, by ftirring up the objects of them, their families and 
friends, to a£ls of revenge, and perhaps of bloodfhed ; which it 
would be impoffible to reftrain by the fevereft laws, were there 
po redrefs from public juftice for injuries of this kind, which, of 
all others, are moll fenfibly felt ; and which, being entered upon 
with coolnefs and deliberation, receive a greater aggravation than 
any otlier fcandal or defamation, continue longer, and are propa* 
gated wider and farthen And 'where libels are printed againft per* 
fons employed in a public fapacity-y they receive an aggravation^ as they 
tend to fcandalize the Governments by refle6liDg on thofe who are 
intruded with the adminiftraiion of public affairs, and thereby 
not only endanger the public peace, as all others do, by ftirring 
up the parties immediately concerned to a6^s of revenge, hut have 
aUb a diredt tendency to breed in the people a diflike of their go* 
Vernors, and incline them to fa^ion and ledition, 

;Nat« 
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Not only charges of a heinous nature, and which refle<ft a moral 
' turpitude on the party, are libellous, but alfo fuch as fet hina in a 
fcurrzhus^ ignominious light : for every perfon dcjiresto appear agree' 
able in life, and muft be highly provoked by fuch ridicuh>us reprc- 
fcntations of him, as tend to leiTen him in the efteem of the world, 
and take away his reputation, which to fome men is more dear than 
life itfelf ; for thefe equally create ill blood, and provoke the par- 
ties to afts of revenge and breaches of the peace. 

A defamatory vrnungtmi^xt^mgonly one or.fwo letters of a name^ 
or u^ng/uch defer ipt ions and circumftances^ feigned names or circum* 
fiances^ in fuch a manner, xh2Xfrom luhat goes before^ and follows 
after, it muft needs be underfood to fignify fuch a perfon in the 
plain, obvious, and natural confiruBion of the whole, is as pro- 
perly a libel, as if it had exprtfled the whole name at large : for 
it brings the utmoft contempt upon the law, to Aiffer its juftice to 
be eluded by fuch trifling evafions ; and it is a ridiculous abfurdity 
to fay, that a writing, which is underftood by the very meaned 
capacity, cannot poffibly be underftood by courts and juries. 

It is equally ridiculous and abfurd to fuppofe, that if a man 
(peaks ilanderous or defamatory words of another, he may be 
uied, and ample damages recovered for the injury^ but if the 
fame words are put in writing or printed, no puniflimcnt can be 
inflicted. Such a do£trine may gratify the wifhes of envious and 
maliciotis cowards and afjafjins^ but muft be detefted by all fenfible 
and good men. 

Thefe offences are punifhable, either by indiftment, informa- 
tion, or civil adtion : but there are forpe inftances where they can be 
punifhed by a criminal profecution only ; as where the United 
States in Congrefs afTemblcd, the Legiflatnre, Judges of the Su- 
preme Court, qr civil magiftrates in general, are charged with cor- 
ruption, moral turpitude, bafe partiality, and the like, when no 
one in particular is named. 

By the law of the Twelve Tables at Rome, libels which afFe£^ed 
the reputation of another, were made capital offences : but before 
the reign of Auguftus, the punifhment became corporeal only. 
Under the Emperor Falentinian it was again made capital^ not only 
to write, but to publifh, or even to omit deftroying them. But by 
the laws of Pennfylvania, the authors, printers, and publifhers of 
a libel are puniftiable by flne^ and alfo a limited imprifonment at 
hard labour zxi^ folitary confinement in gaol^ ox imprijonment only^ or 
one of them, as to the Court in difcretion fliall fecm proper, accord- 
ing to the heinoufnefs of the crime, and the quality and circum- 
ftances of the offender. 

Any libeller, or perfgn even fpeaking words of contempt againffr. 
an inferior magiftrate, as a juftice of the peace or mayor; perfon- 
ally, though he be not then in the aftual execution of his office, oir 
or an inferior officer of juftice, ^ a cooftable^ and fuchiike; being 
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in tke a^al cxecntion of his office, may be bound to hit good 
behaviour byafingle juftice of the peace. 

By this law, and thefe pun (hments, the liberty of the prefs 
(a fl^a/e much ufed but Uttlt underftood) is by no means infringed 
or violated. The liberty of the prefs is indeed effential to the na- 
ture of a free ftate; but this conbfts in laying no previous reftraints 
upon publications, and not in freedom from cenlure for criminal 
matter, when publiihed. Ef^ry freeman has an undoubted right 
to lay what fentimeots hepleafes before the public ; to forbid this, 
is to deftroy the freedom or the prefs ; but if he publiihes what is , 
improper, mili:hievous, or illegal, he muft take the confequences 
of his temerity. Topuniih dangerous or offenfi/e writings, which, 
when publiflied, (hall, oo a fair and impartial trial, be adjudged ot 
a pernicious tendency, is neceflary for the prefervation of peace 
and good order, of government and religion, the only folid found- 
ition of civil liberty. Thus the will of individuals is ftill left 
free ; the abufe only of that free will is the obje<fl of legal punifli- 
menr. Our prefles in Pennfylvania are thus free. The common 
Jaw, with refpe£k to this, h confirmed and ejtablijbed hy the Confiitu- 
tion itfelf. By the 7th feft. of the Declaration of the Principles of 
a free Government, &c. it is afcertained, " that the printing- prelTcs 
fliall be free to every perfon, who undertakes to examine the pro- 
ceedings of the Legiflature, or any part of Government." Men, 
therefore, have only to take care, in their publications, that they 
are decent, candid, and true ; that they are for the purpofe of re- 
formation, and not of defamation ; and that' they have an ey^ 
fblely to ilie public good. Publications of this kind are not only 
lawful but laudable. But if they arc made to gratify envy or 
malice, and contain perfon a I in ve6tives, low fcurrility, or flander- 
ous charges, they can anfwer no good purpofes for the commu- 
nity, but, on the contrary, muft deflroy the very ends of fociety. 
Were thefe to efcape with impunity, youth would not be fafe in its 
innocence, nor venerable old age in'its wifdom, gravity, ahd virtue ; 
dignity and ftation would become a reproach ; and the faireft and- 
beft characters that this or any other couiitry ever produced, would 
be vilified and blafted, if not ruined. 

If any perfon, whether in a public or private ftation, does injury 
to an individual, or to the fociety, ample redrefs can be had by hav- 
ing recourfc to the laws, and the proper tribunals, where the 
parties can be heard perfonally, or by counfel, the truth can be 
fairly invcftigated, and juftice be fully obtained ; fo that there can 
be no neceffuy nor reafon for accufing any one oi public or private 
wrongs in pamphlets or ne^fpapers^ or of appeals to the people under 
feign§d names^t or by anonymous fcribhUrs. 

Every one who has in him the fentiments of either a Chriftian or 
fcntleman, cannot but be highly offended at the envenomed fcur- 
rilit}' that has raged in pamphlets and newfpapers printed in Phila- 
d^phia for feveral years paft, inforauch that libelling has become 
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a kind of national crime, and diftinguifhes us not only from all 
the States around m^ but from the whole civilized world. Qur i'a- 
tirc has been nothing but ribaldry and Billingfgate : the conteft has 
been, who could call names ii^ the greatcft variety of phrafei^ ; 
who could mangle the greeted number of charafters ;'or who could 
CKcel in the magnitude or t4weoce of their lies. Hence the ho- 
nour of families has been ftained ; the hjgheft pofts rendered 
cheap and vile in the fight oF the people, and tlje greateft fervices 
and virtue blafted. This evil, fo fcandalous toour Government, and 
deteftable in the eyes of all good men, calls aloud for redrefs. To 
cenfure the licentioufnels, is to maintain the liberty of the prefs. 

At a time when mifunderftandings prevail between the republics 
of the UnitcdStates and France, and when our general Government 
have appointed public minifters to endeavour their removal, and 
reftorc the former harmony, fome of the journals or newfpapers 
in the city of Philadelphia have teemed with the moft irritating in- 
ve6tives, couched in the moft vulgar and opprobrious language, 
not only againll the French nation and their allies, but the very 
mt^n in power with whom the minifters of our country are fent to 
negotiate. Thefe publication^ have an evident tendency not only 
to fruftrate a reconciliation, but to create a rupture, and provoke 
a war between the Jijler repuhlicSy a^d feem calculated to vilify, nay, 
to fubvert all republican governments whatfoever. 

Jmprejfed luitb the duties ofmyjiation, I have ufed fome endea- 
vc^ujfs for checking th<;fc evils, by binding over the editor and prin- 
ter of one ofthem^ licentious and virulent beyond alV former example^ 
to his good behaviour ; but he ftill perfeveres in his nefarious pub- 
lications ; he has ranfacked our language for terms of reproach 
• and infsit, and for the bafed accufations againd every ruler and 
dijlinguijhed charadjer in. France and Spain with whom we chance 
to have atiy intercourfe, which it is fcarcc in nature to forgive ; 
in brieti he braves his recognizance and the laws. It is now with 
you. Gentlemen of the Grapd Jury, to animadvert on his condu^ ; 
y(\t\iOMX.your aid it cannot be corre^ed. The government that will 
not diicountenance, may be fboMght to adopt it^ and be deemed 
jufiiy chargeable with ail the confequences* 

Every nation ought to avoid giving any real offence to another.^ 
^ome medals and dull jells are mentioned and reprefented at a 
ground of quarrel between the £ngli(li and Dutch in 1672, and 
likewife called Lewis the XlVth to make an expedition into the 
United Provinces of the Netherlands in the fame year, and nearly 
ruined the Commonwealth. 

We are forry to find that our endeavours in this way have not 
been attended with all the good effects that were expected from 
them ; however, we are determined to purfne tbe prevailing vice 
of the times wirh zeal and indignation, that crimes may no longer 
appear lefs odious for being fafiiionable, nor the more fecure from 
punifhment for being popular. 

^ AA3 ThQ. 
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The criminal law of thly State is fo pre^na}:t 'with juftice^ fa 
agrceabit to rcafon, fo full of equity and clemency, that even 
ihofe who fuffcr by it, cannot charge it with rigour. It is fo 
adapted to the common good as to fu^er no folly to go unpuoifhedi 
which that requires to be reftntined ; and yet lb tender of the in- 
firmities of human nature, and of the wives and children of even 
the ereateft oftcnders, as to refufe no indulgence which the Ikfety 
of the public w ill permit. It gives the rulers no power but of 
doing good, and deprives the people of no liberty but of doing 
evil. \Vc arc now, th.ink God ! in the peaceable and full enjoy- 
ment of our laws, of the free adminiilration of judice, and in 
compIetL* p)(reflion ot" religious, civil, and political liberty. May 
the Divine Governor of the world continue thefe bleflings to us, 
and im profs it as a duty which we owe to ourfelves, who enjoy 
them ; to thofe virtuous men, who, under God, have been chie% 
uiftrumental in procuring them ; and to our poflerity, who will 
claim at our hands this nobleil inheritance, to maintain and defend 
them at every hazard of life and fortune ! 

You may now, Genrlemen, retire to your room. Inquire with 
zeal, hear with attention, deliberate with coolnefs, judge with /«- 
fiirtialityy and decide with fortitude. And may God overi-ule and 
direiftall your proceedings to the furtherance of jufticc and the 
happincrs of the people ! 



J have ever entertained the notion of an imme- 
difi(fjSLperintending Providence, and I moft lincerely 
belrelfe that God did overrule and diredl all the pro- 
ceedings of this Grand Jury ; for they did judge 
with wifartialityy and decide with fortitude^ though 
their judgment and decilion were v\o\. quite confo- 
nant to the wifhes of the Chief Juftice of Pennfyl- 
vania, as apjx^ared not only from the charge, but 
alfo from what he hinted refpe6ling the Jury, the 
dav after the bill was returned*. 

So 



* The day after the bill was returned ignoramus, the Chief 
Juflice, on the trial of Mr. Humphreys, fgr beating Bache, told 
the prifoner, that, if he had thought himfelf aggrieved by xhepre/s^ 
be (hould have appealed to the law ; and added, " You may fay 
indeed that Grand Juries will not do their duty ; we have had a 
receni infiance of that, ^'^ On this reflection on the Grand Jury, it 
is tiot my duty to comment. Had I been one of the gentlemen 
who compofed it, I think I fhould have made an attempt, at leaft, 

ta 
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So pointed, fo perfonal a charge, I am bold to 
fay, was never before delivered from the bench in 
any country that has the leall pretenfions to civil 
liberty. If it be forefeen, that a particular cafe, ra- 
ther novel, is to come before a Grand Jury, it is 
the cuftom for Judges, as it certainly is their duty, 
to explain its nature, its tendency, and the law re 
fpefting it, fully and minutely ; but never till the 
ayth day of laft November did a Judge, prefiding 
to admiilifter juftice accordiug to the mild and im- 
partial precepts of the common law of England, 
fo far forget the genuine fpirit of that law, as to 
point dire6lly at a fingle offender, and to employ 
^11 the perfuafion in his power to bring down chaf- 
tifemeot on his head. 

The charge contains every thing calculated to 
awaken the apprehenfions of the Grand Jury as to 
the efFedts of my condu6l, and to prepoffefs their 
minds againft my perfon. In every thing but ele- - 
gance and animation, it was more like the zealous 
and impaffioned pleadings of an advocate, than the 
calm, dignified, and impartial accents that ever 
ihould breathe in the language from the bench. 

And what was there, I pray, either in my cha- 
rafter, in the particular cafe before the Grand Jury, 
or in the general tenour of my publications, to war- 
rant this odious departure from the excellent rules, 
which had their origin in decency and candour, and 
which have been rendered facred by the pra6lice of 
our forefathers ? A ftranger, had there been one in 
court, would naturally have concluded me to be a 
notorious defamer of innocence, a feditious and tur- 

to defend my conduft and chara6l:er. But the people of this State 
have been fo abufed, fo humbled, and fo degraded, by the long 
tyranny of this FouQjriER Tintille, that very little fpirit is to 
pe expeded from the very beft of them. ' Any man who has af- 
fronted him, looks upon bimfelf as ruined !— -This is repMhlican fe» 
(mrity!! 

A A 4 bulent 



36o REPUBLICAN J^DGJS. 

buleot froubler of the Government, a Ayorq crjem^r 
of morality and religion ; in three words, a profli- 
gate, a rebel, and a blafphcmer. 

It hardly ever becomes a man to fay much of hi; 

Erivatc charat^er and concerns ; but, on this occafioq, 
trufl I Ihall be indulged for a moment. I will fay, 
and I will make that laying good, whoever fhall 
oppofe it, that I have never attacked, apy one, whoiq 
private charadtcr is not, in every light in which it can 
poffiblv be viewed, as far beneath mine as infamy i§ 
K'neath honour. Nay, I defy the city of Philadel- 
phia, populous as it is, and refpedabic as are many 
of its inhabitapts, to produce me a i^ngle man, who 
is n)ore fober, induArious, p.r honed ; who is si 
kinder hiifband, a tenderei* father, a better mafiert 
a firmer friend, or (though laft not leafl) a more zeaU 
ou^ and faiihful fubjedt, 

Mofi certainly it is qnfecrply in any one fo fay 
thu^ much of himfelf, unlefs compelled to it by 
fomc public outrage on his charadter; buj, when 
the accufation is thus made notorious, fo ought tbij 
ddcncc. And 1 do ^gain and again repeat, that I 
fear not acomparifon between my character and that 
of any man in the city ; no, riot even with that of 
the very Judge who held roe to# be the woril of mif^ 
creants. His Honour is welcome, if he p1eaf<^, to 
carry this con.parifon into all the a<5lioa? Of ouif 
lives, public and dowjlie^- and to extend it beyond 
ourielves to every branch cf our families. 

As to my writing, I never dici flander any one, \i 
the promulgation if ufeful truths be not flander. 
Innocence and virtue I have often endeavoured to 
defend, but I never dctamed either. I have, indeed, 
flripprd the cl« Redraw l veil of hypocrify ; 1 have 
ridii ulcd the follies, and lafhed the vices of thou- 
fands, and have done it Ibmetimes, perhaps, with a 
rude and violent hand. But thefe are not the days 
for genllencfs\and mercy. Such as is the temper of 
z the 
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the foe, fuch muft be that of his opponent. Seeing 
jnyfelf publifhed for a rogue, and my wife for ^ 
wAore; l^eing pcrfecuted with fuch infamous, fi^cli 
bafe and hellilli calumny in the philanthrQpi(. city of 
Philadelphia, q[)crcly for aflertino; ^A^ //-w/A refpedting 
others, was not calcvi|ated, I alfure ypu, tq fweeten 
my temper, and turn my ink into honey-dew. 

My att^chnrient |o order ^nd good governmept, 
pothing but the impudence of Jacobinifm could 
.deny. The objecjl, nut only of all my own publican 
iions, but alfp of alj tjiofe which I h^ve introduced 
or encouraged,*' from the firfl moment that I ap* 
peared pq the public fcene to the prefent day, has 
Ibeen to lend fome aid in ilcmming the torrent of 
anarchy and confulion ; to undeceive thp mif* 
guided, by tearing the njaik frojn the artful an4 fe? 
Tocious villains, whp, owing to tlie infatuation of 
|he poor, and the fupjnenefs of the iich, have made 
fuch a fearful progrefs in t^^ deftrudjqn of all that 
is amiable, and good, and f^crti^ among men. To 
the Government of this country, in particular, it has 
been my cqnftant ftudy to yield all the fqpport ia 
inv power. When either that Government, or the 
worthy men who ac^minifter it, have been- traduced 
and vilified, 1 have fipod forward in their defence ; 
and that too, in times ^hen even its friends were 
fome of them locked up in ^lenre, and others giv- 
jng way to the audacious yiqlence of its foes.— Not 
that I am ifo foolifhiy vain as to attribute to my il- 
literate pen a thoufandtb part of the merit that my 
friends are inclined to allow it. As I wrote the 
pther day to a gentlenoan who had paid me fome 
compliments on this fcore *^ I ifhould never look at 
^ my family with a dry eye, if J did not hope to 
f * outlive my works/* They arc mere tranfitory * 
beings, to which the revolutionary fiorm has given 
life, and which with that ftorm will expire. — But, 
^hat I contend for^ and what nobody can deny, I 

have 
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have done all that lay in my power, all I was able 
by any means to accomplilh, in order to countera<3 
the nefarious efforts of the enemies of the American 
government and nation. 

With refpeft to religion, though Mr. M'Kean 
was pleafcd to number it among the things that 
were in danger from the licentioufnefs of the prefs-, 
tnd, of courfe, from poor me, I think it would puz- 
rie the Devil himfelf to produce, from my writings, 
a fingle paflage, which could, by all the powers of 
perverfion, be twifled into an attack on it. But 
It would, on the contrary, be extremely eafy to 
prove, that 1 have at all time^, when an opportunity 
ofTcred, repelled the attacks of its enemies, the 
abominable battalions of Deifls and Athcifts, with 
all my heart, with all my mind, with all my foul, 
and with all my ftrength. The bittereft drop in my 
pen has ever been bcftowed on them ; becaufe, of 
all the foes of the human race, I look upon them, 
after the Devil, as being the greateft and moft 
dreadful. Not a facrilegious plunderer from Henry 
VI IL to Condorcet, and from Condorcet to the im- 
pious Sans-culottes of Virginia, has efcaped my 
ccnfure. All thofe who have attempted to degrade 
tcligion, whether by open infults and cruelties to 
the clergy, by blafphemous publications, or by the 
more dangerous poifon of the malignant modern phi- 
lofophy, I have ranked amongfl: the moft infamous 
of mankind, and have treated them accordingly. 

After this fummary defence of my charadter and 
writings, the neceffity of which I lincerely regret, 
juftice demands that I Ihould enter into an expofi- 
tion of the unparalleled partiality that has been cxr. 
ercifed againft me : and when I have done that, 
pledge myfclf to prove, in contradiftion to all the 
boaftings wliich we have heard, tha/ the ^rtfs is 
freer in Great Britain than in America. 

• T© 



NOVEMBER, 1797. 363 

To read the Chief Judge's famous charge, one 
would inevitably be led to imagine, that no perfon 
in this country, except Peter Porcupine, ever at- 
tetopted to exercife the liberty of the prefs, or evea 
that pitiful portion of it which his Honour had the 
mercy to leave in our hands. One would think that 
all the other printers had been poor paffive devils, 
and that their fheets had contained nought but vapid 
fongs of liberty, lying eulogies on departed rafcality, 
and fulfome flattery of villains in power. But, to 
do juftice to my brother-printers, to myfelf, and to 
Judge M*Kean, I am compelled to prove that this 
was not the cafe. 

There are certain news-printers in this country, 
who may be counted as a fort of blanks : creatures 
that have nothing of humanity about them but the 
mere exterior form and motion, and that are, in 
every other refpeft, as perfedly logs as if they had 
been cut out pf a piece of timber. I will not de- 
grade myfelf by a comparifon between my conducSb 
and that of thefe dull, fenfelefs, inanimate beings. 
Let me have the fame privileges as other living 
a<6live creatures, and I am content. 

The reader has feen all that could be conjured 
up againft me in the Bill of Indidlment, which he 
may fafely fet down among the moft virulent of my 
publications; for lawyers and judges know very 
well how to iingle the tares from the wheat. But 
I am willing to allow him a fcrutiny into every 
fentcnce I have written or publifhed, to which 
the Chief Judge's charge can poffibly be made to 
apply, and then I will leave him to compare my 
" nefarious publications" with the " decent, candid^ 
" and true'' ones, which I am npw about to pro-: 
duce from the preffes that have, and ft ill do, efpoufe 
the caufe of the enemies of this country. 

As libels againfi religion are certainly more 
heinous in their nature, as well as more deflruiSlive 

in 
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in their confequcocrs, than any that caB be pub* 
lifned againft men, however eftimable their charac* 
ters or exalted their rank, I (hall firft take notice of 
a puhlication or two of this fort, which have efcaped 
the notice of the vigilant Chief Juftice of Penn- 
^Ivania : and this, I think, feems the more necef* 
6ry, as the Judge included religion among the 
ohjedls endangered by the licentioufneis of the 
prcfs. 

In the fummer of 1796, a work was publifhed 
by one Stefhens (an Irifh Patriot, who has fince 
ipungcd his creditors), entitled, " Chriftianity con-^ 
** t rafted with Deifm:* and by a mafler-piece of 
bateneis, before unheard of among the moft infa- 
mous of fcribblers, my aifumed name, P«ter Por- 
cupine, was inferted in the title-page, in order to 
give currency to the permcious pcodiidion. 
* This pamphlet abounded with the mbft dariog. 
impiety ; and, though 1 will not take upon me to 
iay that the Chief Juftice ever Jaw it, he muft 
have heard of its exiftence ; for it was not only ad- 
vertifcd for lale, but there were alfo a confiderable 
number of p.iragraphsrefpedling % both in Bache's 
and Mr. Fe n n o's paper. 

As to the Age of Reason, its publication, hj, 
Bache and others, is too notorious a fa^l to be for 
a moment dwelt upon. This blafphemous work 
bas been fpread all over the State, and through this 
city in particular. 

Bache has, for years paft, and does now, publifh 
and fell, what is called the ** RepuhHcnn Calendar \^' 
in which the Chriftuin JElra is fupplanted by that 
of the degrading atheiftical Decadery of France. 

All tbele publications, and many more that might 
be mentioned, have been, and yet are, publifliedia 
Pennfylvania. Their evident and inevitable tend* 
ency, is, to corrupt the young, miflead the ig- 
norant^ abafb the timid^ degrade the prieilhood, 

and^ 
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^nd, filially ,' to fubvert and deftroy, root jttid branch, 
the Chriftian religion and all its ineftimible bleff- 
ings. 

I have the fame opinion of the Judge's law know^ 
ledge that moft people have ; but he muft certainly 
know, that Chriflianity is part of the law of tht 
land\ that to deride and blafpheme it is punifliable 
by the common law; and that it is the duty of all 
magi Urates, more particularly judges, to make the 
law, in thisrefpe6l^ known, and to fee it executed. 

Yet, in the State of Pennfylvania, under io 
watchful a Chief Juftice, the falutary law, intended 
to prcferve from indignity the religion of our fore- 
fethers, to enforce a refpec^l for the laws of God, 
and to promote our etiernal falvation, has been fuf- 
fered to fleep in oblivion ; while the fanguinarjr 
Twelve Tables of Rome have been reforted to, in 
order to enhance the magnitude of the crime offa^ 
tirtzmg the Spanijlo ^^^^S ^'^^ l^^^ Minijter ! — Gracious 
God [ can the defcendants of Britons ever approve. 
of this violence on the commmlaw of England ? 

The Judge tells us, that, with rcfpedl to libels, 
the common law is confirmed by the Conftitutkn of 
Fenf^ylvania\ and every one knows, that the com- 
mon law »f America is neither more nor lefs than 
the common law of England. Now, it is well 
known, that the publiftier of Paine's Age of Reafpn 
has been profecuted in England, that Lord Ken- 
voN termed it a " nefarious publication, intended 
*' for the moft malignant purpofes;" and that the 
Jury inftantly found the defendant Guilty. But 
England is, in this cefpec^, no more fit to be com- 
pared with America than Lord Kenyon is to be 
compared with Judge M-Kk/\n. 

I have been told, indeed, that the article of the 
conftitution, which provides for an entire freedom 
as to religious worlbip and opinions, forbid.*^ any 
reftraint on the prefs where fubjecls of this fort are 

agitated. 
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agitated. It' this be true, and if M*Kean's ddc- 
trine of libclb be alfo true, all that the Ameriean 
prcfs has gained by the '' Glorious Revolution/' is, 
the horrid liberty of blafpheming the Almighty ! 

Quitting libels againll: religion^ let us come to 
thole of a lefs horrid, though not lefs odious nature. 

The Chief Juliice tells us, that ** the honour of 
*• families has been Jfained, and the grcateO:/ervices 
*' and vir/ue blaflcd ;" and he before told us, that 
this evil it was peculiarly the duty of the Supreme 
Court to reprefs. 

I have before obfcrved, and I repeat it again and 
again, that innocence or virtue was never attacked 
by me; and hence it is impofRble that T can 
ever have brought a ftain on a family. Whether 
others have done this in Philadelphia, I lea:ve the 
reader to judge from the following paflages of a 
pamphlet, publiflied here about two years and' a 
half ago. 

The fubje£l of the author's cenfure is a debate 
in Congrefs. After calling one member an jifsy and 
another a Snap-turtle^ he comes to a gentleman of 
New-Jerfey, who now fills an office of great truft 
under the Federal Governmenir, of whom and of 
whofe family he fpeaks thus : " Not that I would 
** declaim againft Congrefs wages, for I think they 
** ought to have at leaft ten dollars a day ; other- 
*^ wife an honourable Member from Jerfey will not 

*^ be able to keep Mrs. B in town during the 

** next fcffion *. Ten dollars, I tliink will defray 
** all expenfcs — The honourable Rcprefentatives 
'^ may then play at card?, and dice, and billiards, and 

** do many other things — and Mrs. B may 

*^ afford to knock off a few bottles of Madeira viith 
" fomc of her foft rofy^nofed vifitorsy without fink- 



* See his Speech in the Houfe of Reprefentattves. 

"ing 
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** ing her honourable fpoufe forty JhilVmgi below 
*^ parr 

From members of Congrefs and their wiyes, tho 
author comes to the Clergy and theirs. Few people 
have forgotten, that, in 1795, aSeroion on National 
Gratitude was preached in this city, by a learned 
Divine, then at the head of Princeton College. la 
the courfc of this much-admired fermon, the 
preacher took occafion to cenfure the Jge of Rea* 
Jon ; and this it was that brought on hitn, from our 
decent writer, the following attack : *' Notwith- 
** {landing his conflernation, he do6s not forget to 
*• bullyrag Tom Paine. Forty-two miles did he 
*^ trudge through thick and thin, Jonah-like, to 
*^ fave this our Nineveh by reading a fermon, and 
*^ may Heaven reward his labours J May the foun- 
^* tains of Helicon gufh from his brains ; — and may 
•' all the curbers of the fadious lip noftumal in- 
" fpiratipn from the lips of the mufe of Morven, at 
** the limpid ftreams of Stony-brook, nor be pef- 
*^ tered with a d ^ . .d wife ! — May they never be 
^ dragged head-foremoft down the fteps of Naf- 
** fau-hall, nor be pelted with brickbats and pota^ 
" toesT 

Is this *^ decent^ candid^ and true ?'* And, if it be 
not, how came it to ** efcape with impunity ?" 
How came it not to attraft the attention of the Su^ 
premc Court of Pennfylvania, whofe " peculiar duty 
*^ it is to reprefs and correal fuch excefles ?''— The 
book was publifticd in all the newfpapers ; it was fold 
by all the bookfellers except me ; it was even hawk- 
ed about the flreets, and was the fubjeil: of univerfal 
cenfure and abhorrence ; and yet the Supreme 
Court never did cenfure it ; nor did the Chief Juf- 
tice ever feel himfelf ** imprefled with the duties of 
•' his ftation" to bind the author or publijher aver. 

The author was known to a certain Secretary ; 

was even his intimate acquaintance and compa- 

I nion; 
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nion ; and lib pamphlet abounds with ifiveAire 
agamjl Great Brita'm^ and high- founding complU 
minis to France. His politics he had. toe pru- 
dence to make a fort of atonement for his 6f« 
fences. 

From the gaining of famiiies let u8 fum to the at- 
tacks of men in ttxrir public capadties. 

The Chief Jufiice tells us, that, when defa- 
matory writings are publifhed '^ againfl peribns 
** in a fntblic capacity^ they receive an aggrava^ 
" tiony as they tend to fcandalize the Government^ 
•* &C.&C;* 

This do<Slrine^ by the by^ I believe few men, 
except thofe in a public capacity, will relifli. It 
is exa6lj' contrary to the fpirit as well as the let- 
ter of the little pamphlet, entitled, " The Con- 
flitution of Pennfylvania." — In that inefiimahle per- 
formance, there is one chapter containing a \\A of 
what are there called " the eifential principles of li- 
berty, which are pofitively declared to be excepted 
out of the general powers of government, and fixed 
on for ever to remain inviolate." — Among the pre- 
dous things thus carefully preferved, is, the liberty 
of the prefs ; and it is faid, that no law (hall be 
made to reftrain any perfon, " who undertakes to 
" examine the proceedings of the Legiilature or any 
♦' branch of Government^* And again it fays, .that 
*' in profecutions for the publication of any papers, 
" inveftigating the official condudt of officers, or 
*^ men in a public capacity y the truth thereof may be 
*^ given in evidence." 

Thus, you fee, this pamphlet of Pennfylvania 
holds out to the world, that n)en in a public capa- 
city are more open to the cenfure of the prefs than 
the fovercign citizens are, which is, indeed, no 
more than rcafonable ; but this Judge, this learned 
cxpofitor of the law and conflitution, tells us, that 

cenforious 
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ceriroriotis writings receive an aggravaimiy when 
written again ft perlbns in ^fuhlic capacity! 

However, be it fo. Let us prefer the Judge's 
affertion to the declaration of the fovereign people 
of Pennfylvania. Let us, for a moment, look upon 
their conflitution as merely intended to amufe them 
and gull the world ; and then let us fee what this 
State Government, and this fame Judge, have per- 
mitted to pafs unreproved and unnoticed, in writers 
inimical to the Federal Government, and noto- 
riously in the pay of France *. 

I could here produce volumes 6f the moft atro- 
cious calumny againft the Federal Government and 
its* officers individually; but, befides my want of 
room, I am prevented by the notoriety of the faft. 
Every one in America knows what I have here ge- 
nerally ftated, to be true. ; and it is therefore neccf- 
fary to introduce only a few inflances for the inform- 
ation of foreigners. 

Bachb, in his paper, No. 1037, ^^^^^ loading 
the Executive of the United States with various 
falfe and infamous charges, fays : *' And are we fo 
•^ corrupted and debafed as to give qp this precious 
^^ jewel (independence^ to the intrigues of rafcaJs 
** and traitors, who are about to fell themf elves and 
" their country ?" 

This is pretty well for the Executive. Now let 
us hear what Callender (in his " Hiftory of the 
^^ United States for 1796") fays : '^ He was to b^ 
" kept a twelvemonth in irons, and then to be 
" hanged for ft ealing o?ie horfc : what ought to be 



• It is QOtorious that the French Diredory have newfpapers in 
"their pay, not only in America, but in every country in Europe. 
That there ihould exift fuch mercenary traitors as to receive the 
wages of regicides and aflaflins is dill lefs aftoniihing, than that 
there (hould be found men, in the different countries, and men of 
ranjc top, fobafe,. fo degenerate, and iofooUJb^ as to give eacou- 
ragement to their trcafonable produdions. 
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id their agents, \iho 

forcihh pUfirui lo many that arc yet unpaid for ?'" 
—I rnuii leave JtJiicE M*Kean to anfwcrthis quef- 
tioB ; lor he was, 1 bcliere, one of the Congrefs 
that Cal lender alludes to. However, left any of- 
fender Ihould flip him, the Hiftorian takes care to 
include in his cenfnre, the fecond, the thirds and 
the fourlh Congrefs. 

From the Government in general we will now 
come lo particular members of it. — ^Tlic Judge tells 
us, if publicalions, ** containing pcrfonal inveAives, 
** low fcurrility, and flanderous charges, were to 
** ricapc with impunity, ihefmreji and h^ft eharailirs 
** that this or any other country ever produced, 
** %vould be vilified and blafied, if not ruined/* 

Now then, lc( us hear Bache again ; the mouth- 
piece of the French faction, and frequently the com- 
panion of the Chief Juflicc at civic lefiivals.— 
This atrocious wretch, in his paper of the 9th of 
July, 17955 has the following paragraph ; — ** The 
** day [the 4th of July] was clofed by the exhibi- 
*^ tion of a tranfparent painting, with the figure of 
** Jabn Jay upon it. The figure was in full llaturc, 
** holding in his right hand a pair of fcales, contain- 
** ing in one fcale, American likeriy mid independ* 
** fRiTd' kicking the beam; in the other, /ir/Vi/X gold^ 
** in extreme preponderance. In his left hand a 
" Treaty, whicti he extended to a group of Scna» 
*' tors, who were grinning with pleafure and grafp- 
** ing at the Treaty. From the mouth of the 
*' figure iflued thefe words : Come up to my pnce^ and 
*' / will Jdi you my country. The figure was Ijurned 
** at Kcniington, amidft the acclamations of hun- 
** dreds of citizens* Thus terminated tlic auniver- 

taryof American indcpcnrlence/* 

This recalls to our minds two valuable faifls : 1% 
lliat this infamous libel did ** efcape with impunity ;** 
ami 2d, that the ejsthibition and actions which it re- 
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cords did alfo " efcape with impunity ;'* and that 
too in this city, under the eye of this very Judge 
M^Kean. And what is more, a gentleman, who, 
like a good citizen, turned out of his bed to en- 
deavour to put a flop to the fcandalous and dif- 
graceful procelfion, was aifaulted in a moft cow- 
ardly and cruel manner, and never obtained the leaft 
iatisfa6lion. Not one of the rabble, nor of the 
ringleaders, nor of the printers, who ftimulated 
them to adlion, and who recorded their atrocities as 
honourable deeds, was ever puniffaed, or " bound 
<ruery^ or even reprimanded ! — But this was a riot 
and a libel againft a worthy man, an officer of the 
Federal Government^ and no tool of France *y and 
thefe circumflances muft account for what cannot 
otherwife be accounted fon 

Bache, in his paper. No. 1460, calls the Ho* 
nourable John Jay, then Chief Juftice of the 
United States of America, and now Governor of 
the State of New- York ; he calls this gentleman, 
^' that damned arch traitor John Jay." — And 
yet he was never " bound over\^ and yet he never 
was perfonally attacked from the bench ; but, on 
the contrary, has often, fince that time as well 
as before, fat at the fame board with the Chief 
Juflice ! 

I could here name at leaft one hundred of the 
greateft and beft men that this country ever pro- 
duced, who had been vilified by this reprobate de- 
fendant of Old Franklin ; but, for the reafons be- 
fore mentioned, I Ihall forbear the enumeration, 
and content myfelf with an inftance or two of his 
attacks on the chara6ler of General Wash- 
ington. 

He publiflied Paine's letter to the General ; of 
which he claimed an excluiive copy-right, and 
which he boafled of having received from Paris for 
the purpofe of publication. In this work, General 

B B 2 Washington 
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Washington and the Constttutjo^st of the 
Unitid St.vTes are both the objcv^ls of obloquy 
and reproach. The General is called, ** the 
** -patron of fraiiJ,'' — *^an unj^f^Jlor^ or an apojiatey 
—Yet the vile printer was never " hound over'* 

Thus was tl)e city of Philadelphia ditgraced. 
Thus did the Chief Juflicc of Penntylvania quietly 
look on, and obferve the propagation of a libel, 
that has excited univerfal indignation in the breads 
of unconcerned foreigners, and for which both the 
writer and the printer are cenfured by their very 
parlifans. 

The day that the General clofed his public 
labours (the 4th of March, 1797)^ Bache> after 
announcing his retirement from the office of Prcfi- 
dcnt, lays, *' If there ever was a period for rejoi- 
" cing, this is the moment — every heart, in unilbn 
" with the freedom and happinefs of the people, 
** ought to 'beat high with exultation, that the name 
•' of Washington frotr> this day ceafes to give 
" currency to political imqidiy^ and to legalize corrup- 
'' tionr 

Yet, we are not at the word : for on the i3th*of 
March, 1797, this viperous grandfon of Old 
Franklin accufed the fame eminent perfon of mur- 
der J brought forward along, formal, and circum- 
fiantial charge of cool, deliberate cijfajfination^ ** com- 
** 77iitted by George Washington, late Preftdent 
'' of the United States:' 

The Chief Juftice has not forgotten^ I dare fay, 
that I was the only printer in the United States 
(with fhame be it fpoken) who had the zeal and 
the induftry to fearch for the documents relative 
to the affair alluded to (whicii took, place in 1753) ; 
to expofe the fallacy of the charge, and to hold 
the vile inftrument of France up to univerfal ab- 
liorreace. 

One 
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One would have thought, wliatever might be 
the fecret difpofitions of the Chief Juftice of Pcnu- 
fylvania, that outward appearances, common de- 
cency, would have led him to take fome little no^ 
tice of thefe outrages on the public and private 
charader of General Wafhington. More efpecially 
one would have expedied this from a Judge, who 
feems to be fo anxious to preferve the reputation of 
" youth in its innocence ^^ and of *' old age in its^r^- 
n)Uy and wifdom :" who now, in order to excite a 
horror againfl libelling, goes back to that cruel 
code, the Twelve Tables of Rome^ and the no fefs 
fanguinary laws of Valentinian ; who, in his zeal to 
make ari example, does not think it derogatory to 
his ftatipn to point at a partic^ilar man, and call on 
the Jury, in exprefs terms, for their '* hid''' in his 
punifhment ; and finally, who exprefles his deter- 
mination topurfue the vice of libelling with ^* zeal 
and indignation.'' From fuch a Judge, who would 
not have cxpedlcd an interference, who does not 
believe, who does not know, and does not fay, that 
he fliould have been ^'imprejfed with the duties of his 
Jiation^^ when the reputation of the P'ederal Go- 
vernment was daily and hourly attacked in his pre- 
fence ; when the fame and charafter of General 
Washington were bleeding at every pore, and 
when the French printer Bache and his coadjutors 
were purfuing the veteran to his domeftic retreat 
with all the hellifh malignity of Parilian cannibals? 
— ^Yes, this was the time for him to be '^ impreffed 
Wth the duties of his JlationJ' This was the time 
for him to exert his authority of binding over ; to 
unfold and enforce thefeverity of the law^ and efta- 
blilh his chara6^.er for impartiality : — but this time 
is paft. 

Thus have we feen the Chief Jullice of Pcnnfyl- 
vania wink at the moft daring and wicked libels 
^Minft God and againft man, that a writer can con- 
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ccivc, or a printer print. But we are not yet come 
to what may be properly called a cafe 'm point. 

I was profecuted for publications levelled againft 
a foreign Prince, Government, and Minifter; to 
form, therefore, z, jufl: eflimate of the condu6l and 
motives of thofe who urged the proiecution, we 
muft take a Iketch (and a very flight one will fcrve) 
of what other printers have publifbed with impunity^ 
againfl other governments, nations, and princes. 

But, before I enter on this fubje<^, I think myfclf 
called on to make a few remarks on that part of the 
Judge's charge, which dwells with fuch emphaiis 
and feeming dread, on the danger of offending 
foreign nations and potentates, particularly the 
tender 'hear led rulers 6f France, and the King of the 
country of the lnq%iifihon. 

After telling the Grand Jury that I had " ran- 
^* fackcd our language for terms of reproach and in-» 
** fult againfl: every diftinguijhed charadler in France 
*' and Spain,'' he tells them, that ^* without their 
" aid," my condudt cannot be corredted ; and con^ 
eludes by obferving, that *Mhe Government that will 
*< not difcountenance, may be thought to adopt it, 
" and be deemed ^*if^^ chargeable with all the amfe^ 
*^ quences^* Then follows an inftance of the great 
danger of ofiending foreign nations in this way : 
the Judge refers to hiflory above a hundred years 
back, and very gravely tells the Grand Jury, that 
•* fome medals and dull jefts are mentioned and re- 
*^ prefentcd as a ground of quarrel between the Eng- 
*^ lifli and Dutch in 167a, and likewife caufed 
" Lewis the XlVth to make an expedition into the 
" United Provinces of the Netherlands, in the fame 
^^ year, and nearly ruined that commonwealth/* 

This was an example in terroreniy and was evi- 
dently cited for the purpofe of impreflling on the 
minds of the Jury, the peril that their country might 
incur from fuffering me to ^^ cfcape with impunity.** 

?9t^ 
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Bui, granting for a moment, that laying a reftraint 
on the preft, for fmr the eJfeSs of its freedom Jhoitid 
offhid foreign fQimrs I allowing that fuch an a6t is 
not to the laft degree Ihameful and debafingi and 
only liiited to a country in the niofl: abjedl; ft ate of 
vaflalage : allowing this, let us fee if the Judge's 
i^uotation was quite correal and candid. 

Now, I fay, and every one of the moft fiiperficial 
teading knows, that the medals and duHjefis alludec 
to, never were^, nor are they any where (except ii 
this learned charge) ** mentioned and reprefented zs ; 
*^ ground of quarrel between the Englilb and Dutcl 
*^ in 1672," nor at any other period, Hume, who ' 
will hardly be denied is at leaft as good an autba-i 
rity as Pennfylvania's Chief Judge, does indeed fayj 
that ** certain medals and piclures were made the* 
*^ mi/if able pretext of a moft fcandalous breach of 
*^ faith" on the part of the profligate Charles IL j 
but lie tells us that the real grounds of the^war were, 
the inordinate ambition of Lewis XIV, and the 
thirfl: for riches and arbitrary power of the corrupted 
miniftry of England, well known by the name q| 
the Cabal, 

Belides, had medals and dull jcfts really beer 
which they were not, the grounds of the war^ can.^ 
dour fhould have led the Judge to continue his rei 
ference to hiftory a little further, and to tell the 
Grand Jury how that ^var terminated^ and how the 
tiearly ruined CommoHwealth behaved witli refpedl to^ 
the medals and dull jells. ^ 

Lewis XIV, did, indeed, make a devaflating and 
cruel expedition into the Netherlands, and reduced 
the Dutch to the lafl extremity by land, while the 
combined fleets of England and France nearly 
blocked up their ports^ and ruined their commerce^ 
In this awful ftate of their affairs, the two unprinJB 
cipled monarchs made known to them their prcfen* 
lionsj whichj among many other humiliating terras^ 
B B 4 f|>ecified 
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. f)>ccificd that " aij pcrfons gaihy of v^riUngJeJiiious 
•* /iMs againft them, fhould. on complaint, be ba- 
*' niihcd for ever from the States.'* The Common- 
wealth, though, as the Judge fays, nearly ruined. 
Horned the infolcnt pretenlions ; and, following the 
example of the Prince of Okakge, nobly relblvcd 
*' to rcfifi the haughty victors, and to defend thole 
'* Infl remains of their native foil, of which neitb^ 
** the irruptions of Lewis, nor the inundation of 
'* waters, had as yet bereaved them. Should even 
*' the ground fail them on which they might combat, 
'' they were flill rcfolved not to yield the generous 
'* fJrife ; but, flying to their fettlements in the Indies, 
*' ere(:t a ncv/ empire in thofe remote regions, and 
*^ prefcrve alive, even in the climates of flavery, 
•* that liberty of which Europe was become un- 
•* worthy.'' 

This IS what Mr. M'Kean fliould have told the 
Orand Jury ; and he Ihould have told them befides, 
that this brave refolution of the Dutch met with a 
glorious reward ; that a few months law their gal- 
lant fleet a match for thofe of the two monarchies 
iiuitcd, and that the haughty King of France, driven 
by the Prince ob^ Opange from fortrefs to fortrefs, 
and from provinee to province, at lafl entered his 
vain and frivolous capital, covered with defeat and 
ditgrarc, before the triumphal arch of St. Dennis, 
crccf^cd for the celebration of his conquefts, was com- 
pletely out of the hands of the architedl ! 

This is the paflage of hiftory, which, above all 
others, the republican ear dwells on with pleafurej 
this is what the Chief Judge Ihould have related to 
tli'c Jury; but this would not have anfwered his pur- 
pofe. Such an example of republican fortitude and 
ncroifm would have founded well from the lips of 
his Honour; but the Grand Jury of Philadelphia 
ihowodby their righteous decilion, that they flood 
not in need of examples from hiftory to flimulatc 

thena 
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them to a6l agreeably to the dictates of their con- 
fcience, and to rejedl with difdain every idea of fear 
that their acquittal of an innocent man might bring 
down on themfelves and their country the chaftife- 
ment of foreign nations. 

Before I conclude my remarks on this part of the 
charge, I cannot refrain from noticing the very 
odious impreffion it is calculated to give the world 
with refpcdt to the government and the charafler 
of the American nation. 

It is well known that at the time when the para- 
graphs againft Spain and France were publiflied, 
and when the charge was delivered, the former na- 
tion were openly violating their treaty with this 
country, which had juft then been groftly infulted 
by their Minifter: and that the latter /were plunder- 
ing its commerce in every part of the world, block- 
ing up its rivers, lafhing its feafaring citizens like 
convicts, and driving its humble negotiators from 
their capital with fcorn and reproach. Thefe circum- 
flances taken into confideration, what mull foreign- 
ers infer from the charge ? Will they not fay, and 
very juftly too, ^ Such is yoxxv liberty of the prefs, fuch 

* your boqfied independence^ that let a nation trample 

* on your rights, deride, infult, rob, and torture 

* you, and your Government ever ftands ready to in-" 

* fli6l the punijhment of a murderer on the firft man 

* who, in refenting your injuries, ftiall ftep one inch 
^ befidethe line of the labyrinthian law oi conflruc^ 
' tive libels ; and this cruelty it condefcends to, left 
^ its lenity to its friends and fupporters fhould give 

* umbrage to an infolent and perfidious foe !' — Yes, 
this will they fay ; and if there be an American who 
f::an patiently, bear the difgraceful imputation, I ad- 
mire his Chriftian humility ; but ( envy him not his 
liberty, his ifidependence, or his republicanifm. 

After all, allowing that America is fo beggared in 
means^ and fo humbled in fpirit $ allowing thefe 

independent 



37» REPUBLICAN JUDGE. 

independent States to be already reduced to a pitch of 
general vaffalage, that renders fuch a facrifice to the 
pride and infolence of foreign nations prudent and 
ncccflary : allowing that the Judge made all this ap- 
pear to be true, let us return, and fee what the 
printers of the French fail'ion have publilhed againfi 
other governments, nations, and princes, without his 
feeling himfelf *^ impreffed with the duties of his 
*^ fiation'* to hind them over. 

Now, reader, prepare yourfelf for a catalogue of 
the moA indecent, black, and infamoufly libellous 
cxpreflions, that ever dropped from the lips or pen 
of mortal man. The French language is very weak 
and fleril compared to ours, particularly in terms of 
reproach and.abufe. Their rafcals fpend their breath 
for half an hour in noify volubility, to produce a 
faint idea of what ours can express in one fhort grind 
of the teeth. But all this bitternefs, all the force 
and fury of this our dear mother tongue, the crafty 
Gaul has, we are now about to fee, had the addrefs 
to bring over into his own fervice. 

To begin with Callender: this little reptile, 
who, from outward appearances, feems to have been 
born for a chimney-fweep, and to be now following 
the footy trade, made his efcape from the hands of 
juftice in Scotland, in the year 1793, after being ap- 
prehended as the author of a libellous pamphlet, en- 
titled, " The Political Progrefs of Britain:' 

This work, which is of confiderable bulk, is no^ 
thing but a firing of falfehoods, intcrfperfed^with the 
mofl audacious libels on the Britifh miniftry, and 
every branch of the Royal Family; which latter the 
author calls the ** ruffian race of Britijh Kings.*^ \n 
one place he calls the Right Honourable. William 
Pitt a hardened fwindkr^ and in another he calls his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales a murderer. He, 
in one ihort fentence, configns to infamy both the 
Royal Family and the people at Urge. " Since the 

^* I^orroaa 



Norman conqueft,'' fays he, '* England has been 
** goYerned by thirty -three fovereigns; and, ofthele, 
' *^ tw-o thirds were^ caeh of ihem by an hundred dit- 
j *^ ferent adions, defervmg of the gibhi ; and the 
[** people feem to have been as pcrfcdlly divefted of 
Ltf* every honourable feeling, as Majejh itfeif'* 

Well, this pamphlet, though abounding in fuch 
atrocious libels as thefe, and though the author, iti 
his preface, boafts of having been obhged to fly 
from his country for publiihing it, was republifhed 
■ ^n Philadelphia, and was never diffounUmmeed by the 
'Government or the Chief Juftice. Nay, Callelnder 
fays in his preface, that certain genikmm^ and par- 
ticularly Mr, Jefferfon^ the Vice ^preli dent of the 
United States, had emouraged Mm to give an Ame-^ 
rican edition of this infannous performance ! 

I have a dozen fources to which I could apply for 
libels againft foreign Princes and Slates, Brown 
[has been guilty of crimes of this kind without nura- 
ter, and fo have Dun lap and his fueceffors. The 
Claypooles, no longer ago than September la ft, 
calls her Majefty the Gueen of Portugal a crazy la^ 
and a lunalk, Oswald, to the day of his death, 
publifhed at lea ft forty libels regularly two days in a 
week ; but he is dead ; I ftiall therefore leave him, 
gnd come to Bache, the Chief Judge's companion 
at civic fertivals. 

There is not a Prince or Power of Europe, who 
■ has difcovcred the leal^ inclination to oppofe the 
'French, or difcredit their infamous principles, whom 
this caitiff printer and his fupportcrs have not libel' 
led in the moft outrageous manner. The Emperor 
of Germany and his Generals have been called ikh^ves 
zv\dfcoundreh a thoufand times ; the King of Pruflia, 
hefure his defecimi^ was called a Jharper ; the Em» 
prefs of KuHia, in No. 1361, is called r Jhe-bear. 
Bat the Britifh nation, Government, and King, have 
l)een the conftant objeda of their moft wicked ca- 
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raves, 

i your eyes, 

javen ordain 
mifcreant train^ 
-s to this world ? 
/s ruthlefs flame, 
.n endlefs (hame. 
May they be hurl'd !^' 

ever fuch abominable outrage as thu 
jftal man any where but in America ? 
the art of writing was difcovered, there 
J fuch libels tolerated againft any human 
hether friend or enemy. Yet neither the 
ment of Pennfj^vania, nor the Chief Juflicc^ 
jy other perfon in authority, ever interfered, 
jne amongft all thefe libellers was ever profe- 
cd or hound oijer. Their politics were ferfe^ly 
rmchj and all went fmoothly on. 
Let us for a moment fuppofe (which, however, 
we have no right to do), that the ftupid and ungene- 
rous prejudice prevailing againft Great Britain, 
formed fome trifling excufe for the remiflTnefs (to 
give it the mildcft term) of the Executive and Judi- 
ciary of the State, Still this could not apply to the 
libels publifhed againft other nations and princes ; 
fomc of which had, and now have, treaties of amity 
with this country ; and others were not, nor ever 
had been, its foes. 

Amongft thefe nations there is one, the libels 
againft which I havereferved for this place : I mean 
Spain. For three long years the King of Spain, his 

government 
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lumnies. Mr. Smith of Baltimore, in open Con- 
grefs, called the King of Great Britain ^^ a m$nfter^ 
^* a king offea^rohbersr His decent fpeech was pub- 
liflied in all the papers of that day. Bachr, in his 
paper, No. 1036, fays of Britain, that ^^ di/ho- 
•* nour marks her councils and her aSions.^ In 1041, he 
ealls the Britifh a " ferfdiotis nation^ In 108 1> he 
calls Britain ** that proud, tyrannical, and infamous 
" kingdom." In 1083, he calls the people of Great 
Britain " the hloodyfavage ijla^iders^ The Govern- 
ment, in various papers, he calls, " that corrupt nio^ 
** narchy — that corrupt government — a mixture of 
" tyranny^ frofligacy^ brutality^ and corruption.^*"^ 
In the letters of Franklin, publifhcd in his paper, he 
calls Admiral Murray ^^ freebooter Murray.'* In 
ia33, he calls his Britannic Majefty *' a prince of 
•^ robbers*'' In 1048, he calls him, " that prince 
<* oi land and fca-robbersy George III.'* In 103 1, he 
fays, fpcaking of Great Britain, *' I pledge you m^ 
" word, that I fhould heartily rejoice, if the Royal 
*^ Family were all deemitly guillotined.*'' And finally^- 
not to tire my readers with the abominations of this 
atrocious mifcreant, he puts a mock fpeech into the 
mouth of the King of Great Britain, and makes him 
conclude as under the gallows at Tyburn ! 
* Here are infults, if you talk of infults, to foreign 
nations. Nor are thefe the worft* A pamphlet 
once before quoted, called a Rub from Snuby has 
the following *' decent'' lines; I will not call them 
verfes : 

" God fcourge Old England's King, 

*' To earth the direful Ipring 
" Of tears and blood ; 

" May rJl/ucb ra/calsfall, 

** Lords J Dukes^ and devils all, 
" Biting the mud. 

" When Britain's beaft fliall be 
*' Dil'rob'd oi' royalty, 

"Dilcordnialifly; 

4' Bqt 
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« But while the /w£i»/?^r's jaws, 
" Fix'd at her vitals, gnaws, 
" Freedom ftiall die. 

« Why Ihould Columbia's fire, 
" Her ancient flame expire, 

*' While nations rife ? 
" Still the Brute Royal raveg, 
^ Unchains his Britijb Jlanjes 

** Fierce in your tyt'&. 

" Why did juft Heaven ordain 
" Kings and their mifcreant trains 

'' Pefts to this world ? 
•' Deep in hell's ruthlefs flame, . 
*^ Shrouded in endlefs (hame, 

« May they be hurl'd r* 

-Was there ever fuch abominable outrage as, thii 
offered to mortal man any where but in America ? 
No : lince the art of writing was difcovered, there 
never were fuch libels tolerated agalnft any human 
being, whether friend or enemy. Yet neither the 
Government of Pennfylvania, nor the Chief Juflicc, 
nor any other perfon in authority, ever interfered. 
No one amongft all thefe libellers was ever profe- 
ciltcd or bound over. Their politics were ferfeRly 
French, and all went fmoothly on. 

Let us for a moment fuppofe (which, however, 
we have no right to do), that the ftupid and ungene- 
rous prejudice prevailing againft Great Britain, 
formed fome trifling excufe for the remiflTnefs (to 
give it the mildeft term) of the Executive and Judi- 
ciary of the State, Still this could not apply to the 
libels publifhed againft other nations and princes ; 
fomc of which had, and now have, treaties of amity 
with this country; and others were not, nor ever 
had been, its foes. 

Amongft thefe nalions there is one, the libels 
againft which I havereferved for this place : I mean 
Spain. For three long^cars the King of Spain, his 

govcrnmient 
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government and minifiry, were the fubje<Sl of con* 
liant abufe and defaniation. Bachb, in No. 1028 
of his vile paper, fays, " Thtjlaves of Madrid viiW 
** (bon Ihrink from the conquerors of Toulon.'* And 
in No, 1044, he has, fpeaking of Spain, thefe 
words : " The moft cowardly of the human race ;** — 
« the Spanijh flaves ;" — " the ignorant foldiery of the 
•* infamous tyrant of Caftlle^ 

Now, this is the very fame Prince, and fame 
people, that I have been profecuted for libelling. 
Compare what I have faid, or rather what I have 
publiftied, concerning them; compare the paflages 
in the Bill of Indi6Vment with thofe here quoted, 
and then praife the impartiality and juftice of the 
free and equal government of Pennfylvania ! Don Yrujo 
never thought the honour of his mafter, when called 
an mfamous tyrant^ merited his zeal to defend it ; nay, 
the very printer who thus defamed him, the Don 
has employed as the printjer of his mfolent letter to 
Afr. Pickering ! This man's condudl is hardly worth 
notice ; but how fhall we account for the condudl of 
the Chief Judge of Pennfylvania ? Surely the King 
of Spain's charadler ought to have been an objedl of 
his attention then as well as now ; uulefs we are will- 
ing to allow that no charadler is under the protec- 
tion of the laws of Pennfylvania, unlefs it be ofper^ 
Jons devoted to the will of France. 

But before I conclude this comparifon between 
what I have been moft rigoroufly profecuted for do- 
ing, and what others have done with impunity, I 
ftiall give the reader a fpeciraen or two of the con- 
duct of the officers of this Pennfylvania Government 
(not excluding the Chief Judge him/elf) towards fo- 
reign nations and princes. 

The Governor (Mifflin) affifted at a civic feftival, 

when 
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^hen the following toafts were drunk : which were 
publiftied in moft of the newfpapers *. 

** Thofe illufirious citizens fent to Botany Bay, — May they be 
^^fpeedily recalled hy their country in^theday of her regeneration*^ 

** May the fpirit of parliamentary reform in Britain and Ireland 
•* hurjl the hands of corrupt ion^ and overwhelm the foes of liberty^ 

** The Sans-culottes of France, — May the robes of a// the Efnpe^ 
•* rors^ KingSy Princes^ and Potentates [not excepting the King ^f 
** Spain\ now employed in fupprelfing the flame of liberty, be 
** cut up to make breeches.*' 

This is pretty ^* decept^ in a Governor ; but, 
without flopping to remark on the peculiar decetuy 
of his toafting a gang of conviBs^ let us come to 
another inflance of his conddift, full as ^^ decent^^ as 
this. 

At the civic feftival, held in this city in 1794, to 
celebrate the dethronement of " our great and good 
^^ ally, Lewis XVI." there were " aflembled," accord- 
ing to ihc graces verhaly which was fent to the Paris 
Convention, *^the Chiefs, civil and military^ of Perm" 
*^ fylvaniay Tliis ^roces verbal contains a letter to 
the Convention, in which the following honourable 
mention is made of the Governor : ** The Governor 
^* of Pennfylvania, that ardent friend 9f the French 
*^. Republic^ was prefent, and partook o( all 02ir en/iu^ 
** Jiafm and all oiir/entiments^y 



* See Bache of I ith February, 179s* 

f The reader will not be furprifed to hear that this is the id^n^ 
;ical Governor who wanted a few thoufands of dollars from the 
French Miniflcr Fauchet ; and who drew, ySrrr^/y, ijjooodollars 
out of the Bank of Pennfylvania ! ! 

This roan brought a whole litter of hafiards home to his virtuous 
wife. He is a (hamelefs blackguard, a drunkard, and every thing 
that can be named that is vile. Such is a republican Governor \ a 
Chief Magiftrate of State, who has infinitely greater power over life 
and property than King George has ! ! — And thi€ I have already 
' proved on fundry occaiions. 

I believe 
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I believe they (poke truth ; for the cannons of the 
State were iired, and military companies, with drums 
beating and colours flyi:^^g, attended ihe execrable 
fcle, one of the ceremonies of which was, burning 
the Engl'ijh flag \ and ns to the fentiments contained 
in the oaths and /peeches (for there were^ both), they 
abounded in infults towards almoft all the Princes of 
the earth, but particularly the King of Great Bri- 
tain. 

M'Kean dwells with great ftrefs on the danger to 
be apprehended from infulting foreign nations, 
more cl'pccially thotc with which we have negotia- 
twns pending^ and the perfons with whom we are to 
treat. Well, tlicn, all the libels that I have here 
produced againft his Britannic Majefty, his Minif- 
tcrs, and his people; and this " ^^^^«/" conduit 
on the part of " the Chiefs, civil and military joi 
" Pcnnfylvania," and on the part of the Governor 
himfelf; all thete libels were publifhed, and this 
condu6l took place at ihe very lime when Mr. Jay was 
in Enghnul negotiating an amicable adjujiment of dif^ 
fcrences with the Britijh Minijtry and their Sove^ 
reign ! 

The Chief Juftice would, I dare fay, be very 
anjjry nof to be thought included among *^ the 
*' Chiefs, civil an A military, of the State of Pennfyl- 
" vania \* but I Ihall leave nothing to inference Or 
fitppifition. Fa6ls are what I love ; and happily his 
conduA and character are not in want of plenty to 
illufiiate them. I could mention one civic feftival 
at which he ainiled, where "^ revolution in Great 
** Britain^ was toafied ; and another, where a toaft 
was, ** Suceefs to the United Irifhmen^'^ then in open 
rebellion againll their King; but thcfe would not, 
in point of time, be quite to my purpofe: I fhall, 
therefore, come to one infiance of his conduct that 
is fo. It is a fort of companion-picfc to his charge, 
I and 
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and if fhall, for that reafon, be put exaflly upon a 
parallel with it. 



Judgt M^Kean*s Charge 

AGAINST 

PETER PORCUPINE. 

*VAt a time when mifunder- 
•* ftandings prevail between the 
" Repubhcs of the United States 
** and France, and when our 
^' General Government have ap- 
** pointed public Minifters toen- 
•* deavour their removal and re- 
*' ftore the former harmony, 
** fome of the journals or newf- 
*' papers in the city of Philadel- 
** phia have teemed with the 
*' mod irritating invedives, 
** couched in the moft vulgar 
" and opprobrious language, not 
•* only againft the French nation 
** and their allies, but the very 
** men in power with whom the 
** Minifters of our country are 
** fentto negotiate. Thefe pub- 
** lications have an evident tend- 
** ency not only to fruftrate a 
*' reconciliation, but to create a 
*' rupture and provoke a war be- 
** tween the (|fter Republics, and 
*' feem calculated to vilify, nay, 
"to fubvert all republican go- 
** vernments whatfoever. 

** Imprejfed iDUh the duties of 
•* myftation^ 1 have ufed fome 
** endeavours for checking thefe 
** evils, by binding over the edi- 
*' tor and printer of one of them, 
** licentious and virulent beyond ' 
** all former example, to his 
** good behaviour ; but he ftill 
•* perfeveres in his nefarious pub- 
** lications ; he has ranfacked 
" our language for terms of re- 
♦' proach and infult, and for the 
" bafeft acccufations agiinft eve- 

^oU VII, ^^tf 



Peter Porcupine* s Charge 

AGAINST 

JUDGE WKEAN. 

At a time when mifunder- 
iiandings prevailed between this 
country and Great Britain^ and 
when the General Government 
had appointed Mr. Jay^ and 
fent him to England to endeavour 
to remove them, many newfpa- 
pers and pamphlets in this city 
of Philadelphia teemed with the 
moft falfe, moft vile, and moft 
rafcally abufe, not only againft 
the Britifli nation and their al« 
lies, butalfo againft the very Mi- 
nifters, and the very Monarch, 
with whom he was lent to tre^t. 
Thefe publications had an evi- 
dent tendepcy, not only to fruf- 
trate a reconciliation, fo necef- 
fary to the peacK, profperity, and 
happinefs of America, but to 
provoke a deftrudlive war be- 
tweeti the two nations ; and 
were befides calculated to vilify 
and fubvert all lai/jful and good 
government whatfoever. 



Yet Thomas M'Kean, the 
Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania, 
never ivas imprejfed wth the du^ 
ticsof hisjiatioriy io far as to ufe 
any, the moft feeble, endeavour 
for checking thefe evils. He ne- 
ver did punifli, or profecute, or 
bind over, or reprimand, one of 
the infamous authors, printers, 
or publiftiers ; but, on the con- 
trary, when the unratified treaty 
was promulgated, he appeared at 
the head of a Committee in the 
c G State-' 
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••ry ruler and diftinguiihcdcha- Statc-Houfe yard, furroiindcd 

" rai'lcr in France and Spain, with a Vaft concourfe of rabble, 

*^ with u horn we chance to have afTcrobied for the evident and 

•» any intercourfe, which it is avowed purpofe of preventing 

•' icarce in nature to forgive ; in its ratifi(^ation. Here Hamilt9% 

*♦ brief, he braves his recogni- Etnvan was, on motion from the 

** lance and the laws. It is now chair, welcomed with many 

•' with you, gentlemen of the cheers ; the rabble were called 

••Grand Jury, to animadvert on on to kick the Jammed treaty to 

•• his conilu6i: without your ard hrll^ and they afterwards went 

•♦ it cannot be corre^^ed. The and burnt it^ with every mark 

•* government that will not dif- of hatred and infult, oppofite the 

•• countenance, may be thought doer of the Britijb Anwajfadorl 
••to adopt it, and be deemed 
•• juftly chargeable with all the 
•* confequences.'* 

There is the text, reader; mate the comment 
yourfelf; fori have not language to do jnflice to 
the indignant feelings that it excites in my breaft.— 
Sura up the evidence, and judge of the candour 
and impartiality of the Chief Juflice of Pennsylvania. 
All that could be conjured up againft me, was in- 
iilnded in the Bill of Indictment, the very hariheft 
expreflion to be found in which is my calling the 
King of Spain a ^' dege^ierate Prince :^^ while I have 
proved, from papers and pamphlets now in print, 
and to be come at by every one, that others have 
printed and publifhed to the world, that Mr. Jay 
is a " damned arch traitor,'* General Wafhington 
a " patron of fraud, a legalizer of corruption, and 
'' an affaffin ;" that the Emprefs of Ruflia is a " fhe- 
** bear," the King of Pruflia a *' fharper,*' the Queen 
of Portugal a " lunatic," the Prince of Wales a 
*^ murderer," the King of Great Britain a ^Vbrute, a 
'* monfler, a rafral, and a robber worthy of the gib- 
*' bet ;" and laltly, that the King of Spain, whom I 
only called a degenerate Prince, has been boldly de- 
clared to be *^an infamous tyrant !"— And I again and 
again repeat, that the Chief Juftice has fufFered all 
this to pafs immediately under his fight, unprofe- 

cuted. 
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c!tuted, unreproved, and unnoticed ; whil6 my publica* 
tions have been watched with a never flumbering eye, 
arhi profecuted with a rigour unparalleled ; while 
two thirds of a charge to a Grand Jury have been 
dire6lly pointed at my perfon ; while every fevere 
maxim of our own law has been fought out ; and, 
as if all this were not enough, while the bloody 
Twelve Tables of Rome, and the laws of Valentinian, 
have been reforted to, in order to excite a horror of 
my offence, and to draw down punifhment on my 
head, for publifhing what an enlightened and ho- 
neft Grand Jury has determined not to be lihU 
iotis ! 

How difficult foever the reader may here find it to 
rcprefs the emotions which fuch hitherto unheard- 
of condudl is calculated to excite, I muft beg him 
to indulge them till I have drawn his attention to a 
fadt, which, in the crowd of matter, I dare fay has 
efcaped him. 

I nave amply proved, that the pretended libels for 
which I have been profecuted, are, to the real ones 
publiihed by others, what the glare of a taper is to 
a city in flames. 1 have proved that the very 
monarchy virhom I termed a " degenerate Prince," 
has been by others proclaimed as *' an infamous ty- 
*^ rant/* But there was yet one fa6l wanting to ren- 
der this fcandalous profecutfon complete ^ and that 
fa6l is at hand. 

The reader, by turning back to page 348 of this vo- 
lume, will perceive, that one of my '* falfe, fcandalous, 
•* and malicious libels,*' as they are moft falfely and. 
fcandaloufly called, did not originate with me, nor in 
my paper. • It was copied from Fenno's paper of an 
anierior date. This materiaT circumilance was very 
cautioufly and candidly kept out of the Bill of IndiSt- 
ment^ though the heads and titles of the other two 
publications were mentioned ; and there is every 
Q % % reafon 
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rcafon to believe that it cfcaptd tlie attention of 
the Grand Jury. 

The ludidmcnt, as is ufual, concludes with bat- 
ing the tendency of the crime, part of whkb is, *^ the 
^' evil exawjle of all others in the like cafe>>fiend- 
*' ing." This is moll certainly very proper: for, to 
prevent the elFetls of evil example ^ is, or ought to 
be, the principal objed of all punifliments. But 
how could I be laid to fct the evil example^ when it 
was notorious that I had been far I'urpafTed by others, 

. \\ho had never been called to account, and when 
the very publication for which I was profecuted, I 
had copied word for word from another printer, a na- 
tive of the country, and living in the fame city with 
jnyfelf ? Mr. F'enno has never been lypund over. 
He has never been arrefled : nor has he been even 
fpoken to on the fub}e(9:. He has heard of my be- 
ing proli-cuted ; but he little imagines it was for his 
crimes. 

Thus, in the capital of America, amidft all its 
vaunted liberty of the j^re/sy and under the '.' equar 
2iudi ^^ humane*^ laws of Pennlylvania, another man 

• has been allowed to print and publifb, not only wi,th 
impunity, but without proof, a paragraph, for the 
republiihing of which I have been feized as a crimi- 
nal, expofed to the danger of a heavy fine, of i^ipri- 
fonment at hard labour, of being crammed into a 
dungeon, and oi fuffering the funijlwient of a mur^ 
derer ! 

Is this your repuhlican juflicc ? Is this the bleflcd 
fruit of that liberty^ to obtain which, all the horrors 
of a revolution are to be encountered, Kings are to 
be hurled from their thrones, and nations deluged 
in blood ? Was it for this that America rr'uintained 
a ten years defolating war ; that all the ties of inte- 
reft, of allegiance, of frlendihip, and of nature, 
were rent afunder, and that a hundred thouland of 
I hct 
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her fons were ftretched dead on the plain ? Talk not 
to me of your fovereign people and your univerfal 
fiifFrage; of your political liberty and your equal 
rights : they are empty founds which 1 regard not.* 
Give me fecurity for my perfon and property ; or, at 
leaft, let me fharc the fate of my neighbour. ** Send 
" us," faid the Ifraelites of old ; " fend us, O Lord, 
' *' a King, that he may render us jujlice^ To cn-^ 
fure this laft-mentioned ineftimable blefling, is the 
end of civil fociety, and ought to be the grcaf objeA 
of all political inftitutions. Jufilce is the foul of 
freedom, ?jii impartiality is the foul of jufiice; and 
without thefe, liherty is an impoflor, and lavo is a 
farce* 

I Ihould here bid the reader adieu, leaving him 
to pour out his foul, like Judge M'Kean, in hofan- 
nahs for the '* temporal bleflings of the Rcprefenta- 
*' tive Democracy, which the Almighty, in his great 
** mercy ^ has vouchfafcd unto us ;^' but I have 
pledged myfelf to prove, that *' the Britijh prefs is 
** much freer than that ofAynerica ;" and, notwithfland- 
ing " the bleflings in great mercy vouchfafed unto 
** us," I fear not, that, with the indulgence of the 
reader, I ihall make good my promife. For the mo- 
tives from which I do this I am refponfible to no 
one : if, however, an apology is thought necelfary, 
let it be fought for in the abominable treatment I 
have experienced. 

Since the revolution, which terminated in the in- 
dependence of thefe States, almoft every publication 
here, and every democratic one in Great Britain, 
have held tjlie liberty of the American prefs up in 
triumphant exultation over that of the prefs of Great 
Britain. How many volumes might be filled up 
with inftances of this fort ! How many thoufand 
times is the vain boafc repeated in the courfc of each 
revolving fun ! To refer to particular publications 
js like feekipg for proofs of daylight or of darknefs : 

« c 3 but 
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but, there is one that I mull refer to, becaufe if fq 
aptly anfwers my purpofe. It is a letter of the arch 
fciSlarian Priestley, who, not content without 
companions in his fallen ftate, has fpared no. pains 
to inveigle his countrymen hither. He tells the peo- 
ple of England, in his letter fent there to b^ pub- 
lifhcd, that *' Here (in italics^ to mark the contrali), 
** here the prefs is free. Here truth is not a libel." 
This fatanic letter contains many other aflertions 
equally /^^, which I may one day or other cxpofe : 
but, at prefent, I notice only what appertains to nyi: 
fubjc6t*. 

The poor Doflor was always a bold aflertor ; but, 
in the cale before us, I muft confefs, a more fcrupu- 
lous man might have been led into the adoption of 
a falfehood. The appeal has been fo inceflantly 
rung in our ears ; we have been fo bored with it in all 
feafons, at all hours, eating, drinking, and fleeping 
time not excepted, that it required a degree of incre- 
dulity rarely to be met with to refift the temptation 
to belief. The alfertion is neverthelefs falfe ; and 
it is a falfehood too, which the fafety of every one 
(particularly a foreigner) who touches pen or types 
requires to be clearly and fully expofed. 

That TRUTH may he a Vthel in Grejat Britain^ and 
that it cannot be a libel A^r^, is generally believed ; 
and is thought to conftitute the difference in the 
laws of the two countries, on this head. But this 
is no more than a vulgar notion, taken up from ig- 

* The letter, of which 1 fpeak here, I have a copy of by rocj 
in a Liverpool paper. — But fince the Dofior wrote that letter, it 
feems, experience has changed his opinion. He has fuffcred the 
jufl pui fhment of his malignancy againft his country ; he has been 
cheated, neglefted, and fcorned. He now is in an obfcurity hardly 
penetrable ; he is reduced to poverty, and is biirfting with vexa- 
tion. Ail this has had ah effe<^ ; and I will ftate as a hSt^ which 
I call on him to deny, if he can, that he has lately dbclaircd, that 
*' republican gavernmenti are the m^ft arbitraty in the miarhi/ ! /" ' 

norance^f 



NOVEMBER, 1797. 391 

tiorance, and propagated from vanity aiid envy. I 
defy any man to produce me a fingle law, or a linglc 
conllitution (for, " thank God," as the Judge fays, 
we Jiave many) ; I defy him to cite me a claufe or 
fentencc that fays, or that leaves room to fuppofe, that 
truth may not be deemed a libel here as well as in 
England. The United States, and the individual 
States of MaflTachufetts, New Hampihire, Vermont, 
Maryland, North Carolina, and Kentucky, each 
of them fay that the />r^/y. ^^ ou^ht to he free ^"^ in a fliort 
vague fentence, of which any lawyer of a common 
capacity would give as many different interpretations 
as there can be rung changes upon twelve bells, 
which are faid to amount to fome millions. Penn- 
fylvania and Tennefee fay the fame, and more. 
They fay, with the other States, and with the laws 
of England, that the prejs Jhall he free ; and they add, 
that, " in profecutions for the publication of papers, 
** inveftigating the official condud of officers^ or 
" where the matter publiftied \s proper for public in^ 
*' forniaiioriy the truth thereof may be given in evi- 
*^ dence." Connedlicut, New-York, New-Jerfey, 
Delaware, Virginia, South Carolina, and Georgia; 
have had the prudence to fay nothing at all about the 
matter ; and, as to Rhode Ifland, its conftitution is 
neither more nor lefs than a new edition of the char- 
ter granted them by " the abundant grace, certain 
" knowledge, and mere motion" of King Charles II. 
Thus it ftands, bound up with the other lixteen con- 
flitutions, without the addition or exclulion of a fin- 
gle word *. And ^11 theother States, without one ex- 



* Let thofc who contend that the Americans have gained by 
their revolution, repeat this with (baoie. The old charter of 
Charles II. one of the worft of the Englifh Kings, is their pre- 
fent conftitution : and yet this is the people who wanted a revolu- 
tion to attain liberty^ and whona the people of England are called 
oxx to imiute ! 

c c 4 ception. 



392 REPUBLICAN JUDGE. 

ceptlon, have taken fpecial care to bind down their 
rulers never to deprive them of the common law of Eng^ 
lathi y but to prefcrve it inviolate to them and their 
children. Annidfl: all their vagaries, when they 
were ftark flaring drunk with revolutionary triumph, 
thry had the good (cnity the faving grace, to cling 
faft round this old trunk of folid and fubflantial li- 
berly. Long may they hold by it, and never fufFer 
it to be chipped away by quibbling ftatutes and par- 
tial Judges ! 

Hence, then, it happens, very luckily for mc, 
that, if there be any Slate, in which the common 
law of England refpe6ting libels is departed from, 
it is poor Pennfylvania. And what is the mighty 
" bleffing" Ihe has had '^vouchfafed unto her?" 
Why, " in profecutions for the publication of pa- 
*', pers invelligating the official conAxxOi of officers^ 
** or where the matter publiftied is proper for public 
" ifformaf ion J the trulh may be given in evidence. ^^ 
So that, you will pleafe to obferve, Meflieurs au- 
thors and printers, that, firfl:, the perfon about whom 
you publilh mufl be an officer ; and next, you muft 
touch upon nothing but his official condu6l. Pre- 
cious privilege 1 It is a mere net to catch the unwary : 
it leaves not the leafl: fcope for cenfuring any public 
man whatlbevcr, but feems, on the contrary, in- 
tended to fhelter his faults and his crimes from the 
lalh of the prefs. By declaring that Xh^ truth Ihall 
be admitted as evidence as to fuch publications only 
as touch his official conduct, his private character 
and condudl are held up as facred and inviolable. 

But the Judge, the expofitor of theconftitution, 
goes ftill furtlier. Retells us that the publications 
rcfpedling the official conduct of officers muft not 
only be true, but " candid'^ and ^\ decent'^ alfo. This 
is a maxim laid down in his charge, and every one 
will agree, that he was ready to put it in pradtice. 
Comfortable writing and publifhing it mufl: be, thus 

penned 



NOVEMBER, 1797, 393 

penned -up with vague and indefinite epithets ! Truth 
jnay be defined and afcertained ; but what publica- 
tion is there, whiclij by fomc quirk or other, might 
not be reprefented as uncandld or indecent ? Yet, as 
if this lelt the prefs ftill too free ^ the Judge tells us, 
that luch publications muft not only be decent^ candid^ 
•^ and true\ but,befidesall this, they "muft have an 
f^y^folely to the public good.'' — Here is a pretty latitude 
for quibble and litigation ! Not only Xhefa^s are to 
be eftablifhed, and the manner and 7?y/^ approved x)f 
by the Court, but even the motives of the writer are' 
.to be inquired into, and maybe conflT";"^i'ittt6'a'^ 
ground for punifhing him ! ^^*' / 

One would now think that th© oflicers of Penrt^ 
fylvania were fafely enough fortified againft the af- 
tacks of the prefs ; but the Chief Juftice was je-* 
folved to guard them at every point ; and therefore, 
after throwing up baftions in abundance, and out- 
works upon outworks, he furrounds the whole with 
a line of contravallation, thus : — " Where libels 
*^ are printed againft perfons employed in a public capa- 
*^ 67/y, they receive an aggravatiouy as they tend to 
" fcandalize the Government.'^ Charming liberty of 
the prefs ! Againft men thus defended, what devil 
of a printer is there, who will ever dare to fir^ a 
iingle fbot ? Suppofe, for inftance, that a Judge 
were to be guilty of fome moft vile and infamotfs 
offence : fuppofe he were to thieve \ one would think 
that a free prefs fhould take fome little notice of it ; 
but you muft not do it, becaufe thieving is not (or, 
at leaft, I arn fure, it ought not to be) the official 
condu6t of a Judge, and therefore the truth cannot^ 
be given in evidence : and becaufe the libel would 
" receive an aggravation," as it would moft cer- 
tainly " tend Xo fcandalize the Government*.*^ Thus 
' is 

* A Judge of Pennfylvania, Redman, was, in November, 179C, 
caught thieving in the (hop of Mr. Folwell, the dry-goods 

merchant 
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is the prefsof Pennfylvania nailed down : but if fuch 
a thing had happened in England, or in Franccj 
previous to the revolution, the printers would have 
blazoned it from one end of the empire, nay, from 
one end of the world to the other ; and if they could 
have found a conveyance to the moon, thither it 
would have gone, It is right to curb fuch ** licen- 
** tious" fellows. Their blabbing ought to be pre- 
sented ; and for doing this, give me not a mighty 
Itngdom with ft an ding armies and Icttrcs de cachet^ 
but give nic a little (hug *^ Reprefentative Demo- 
*f CTUi.j}\u$fncd with the powCT o( hhiJing them over 
ifi di/iretjon, i^*id inflifling on them /A# pumjimmi of 
a piurderer* 

^s to the latter provifion of the claufe above 
quoted, that the imiks publiihed muft he proper for 
fuhik mfonmiion^ it i& far worfe than nothing ; for 
what is proper for public information is no libel accord- 
ing to the common law ; and therefore no iru/k, nor 
any evidence whatfoever, is nccefl'ary to juflify its 
publication, in the eye of the law ; but, according 
to the new maxim, what is very proper for public 
information may be a libel, if the truth of every 
word of it cannot be eflablifhed. 

I think I have now f^tisfied the reader, that, in 
point of law, the American preG has gained notliing 

merchant in Front-ftreet^ Mr. FolweU detefted him, took the 
money (300 dollars) fromhim^ and kicked him into the ftreet, — 
Hkjrifnds^ among ft the molt intimate of whom' was hir Excdkncy 
the Govcrnur, advifed him t« retire; and he is now living at his 
eafe about twenty miles from the cky, Ko juitice was ever done to 
him ; he was never cenfured, not even in the newfpapers 1 Suph 
u the coward iy, bafe> and woithiefs prefs of America i Such are 
reptthlkan Judj^ei^ and fuch is republican morality \ But this is not 
the worll* I know a J»3dge who has cGmmhtedmurJir! wilful mur- 
der, and that, too, preafwus to his: appointment by this onr repub- 
Jican Governor t 

J only give a fort of hint here, — One day or other, if It pleafcs 
God to fparc my life, I will publifli fuch a colle^ion of fads, ^s 
fliall ihock the uaiverfe* 

over 
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pver that of Great Britain. But the Chief Jufticc, 
as if he really intended to aid my undertaking, and 
to do away every doubt on the fubjeil, took good 
care to tell the Grand Jury, that, wiih refpeSlto libds^ 
the common law was confirmed and ejtahltjhed by the 
conftitution ttfelf. Where then is* the advantage de- 
rived from the new order of things ? If the confti- 
tution of Pennfylvania, which is, according to the 
niodern application of the word, the freeft in Ame* 
rica; if this conftitution has done no more than 
ponfirm and eflablifh the common law of England, 
with refpe6l to the liberty of the prefs, how can any 
pian have the impudence to boaft: of that liberty be- 
ing greater here than it is in England, where that 
fame common law ftill exifts ill all its plenitude and 
purity, and is adminiftered by men the moft learned^ 
independent, and righteous in the world ? 

Thus far then, the liberty of the prefs is, in the 
eye of the laiv, the fame in both countries ; but this 
does not prove that there exifl: no circumfl:ances in 
America peculiar to it, which render the exercife of 
this liberty unfafe^ and of courfe reftrain its opera- 
tion. It is not only the principles profeffed in a 
country that we are to look to, but alfo the praSice 
of that country. The thing called the Conftitution 
of France, for example, fays, that ihcfree ufe of the 
' prefs isa righty&^r^Jand inviohhh ; but this does not 

})revent the tyrants from feizing the printers by 
cores, and tranfporting them without a trial and 
without a hearing. 

The prefs has been^ and ftill is, refirained in this 
country, ift, by the notion which has been, for evi- 
dent motives, inculcated by artful men, that no fri^ 
vate charader ought to be publicly cen&red ; 2d, 
ty the very dangerous privilege which /or«^« agmts 
poffefs, in having a choice of govemmentSy under 
tvhich to bring their profecutions ; and 3d,: by the 
terror neceiTa^ily excited in every printer, by the 

graceful 
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difgracefid and cruel ftmijhment to which he is 
liable. 

As to the firft of thefe reflraints, nothing can give 
a better idea of the extent to which it is carried, than 
the bold aflertions contained in the Chief Judge's 
charge. He tells us, that, though a publication may 
not reflect any moral turpitude on the party, it may 
yet be libellous if it thwarts the /aid partes dejire of 
appearing agreeable in life. This is a verj^ comfortable 
do<6\rine to every fcoundrel^ and particularly to every 
whore ; for you will not find one of either defcription, 
who does not defire to appear agreeable in life. The 
reafonablcnefs of this do6lrine his Honour fupports 
by telling us, that if any man does wrong, recourfe 
may be had to the Courts of Juflice, and that there 
can be no neceflity nor reafon for appeals to the 
people in nevcfpapers or pamphlets. 

Thus you fee, if his Honour Ihuts up the prefs, 
he has the goodnefs to open his Court to us *. But 
if I were to fee one officer of Government go flag* 
gering drunk through the flrect, on his return from 
a civic feftival ; or another, from the fame caufe, 
reeling into his feat, muft I hold my tongue, or go to 
law with them ? If a fwindler, a man of the bafefl 
charadler, the moft treacherous and corrupt of 
mortals, were to propofe himfelf as a candidate for 
a .feat in the Legiflature, muft I fay nothing about 
him ? muft I not throw out even a hint to the peo- 
ple, to warn them of their danger ? If a Judge, or 
any other awful charadter, were to be detedled in 
fhop-lifting, or in the commiffion of any fuch bafe 
and infamous crime ; or if a lady were to choofe, 
how and then, to relieve her hufl)and by retiring a 
few months to the arms of a friend, muft I few up 
• ■ 

♦ Where bis onmfon is a pleading lawyer. The Judge himfelf 
fomeiinies acts as a lawyer in other States. 

piy 
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my lips, and muil my preis be as tame and contenU 

cd as the cuckold himfelf 'f* ? 

Such may indeed be the praflice of the Ameri- 
can prefs ; but is it that of the prefs of Great Bri. 
tain ? Only compare one of the London papers with 
an American paper, and you will foon lee which 
comes from the freeft prefs. Is there a crime;- is 
there a fault or a folly, which the editors and print- 
fetlers in London do not lalh ? They dive into every 
aflembly and every houfe ; they fpare charaders 
neither public nor private ; neither the people, the 
gentry, the clergy, the nobility, nor the royal fa- 
mily itfelf, are Iheltered from their ridicule or their 
cenfure. Let any American but open Peter Pin- 
dar's works, and the London Morning Chro^ 
NicLE ; then let him read Judge M^Kean's charge, 
andblufh at the boaft that has been fo often made 
about the liberty of the. prefs. 

I am far from approving of all, or of hardly any 
thing, contained in the works of Pindar and the 
Morning Chronicle : the Chronicle is the devoted 
tool of an infamous Jacobin fadion, and the far 
greater part of Pindar's monotonous odes are an 
outrage on decency, on truth, and on every princi- 
ple, moral and religious, by which a man of learn- 
ing and talents ought to be directed. But becaufe 
public cenfure and ridicule, when grounded on falfe^ 
hoodj is unjufiifiable, it by no means follows, th^t 
the prefs is to exercife no cenforihip at all ; that it 
is not to record evil as well as righteous deeds ; that 
it is not to check the follies and vices of the times ; 



t A Pennfylvania Judge's nvife had, a little while ago, a child 
by a man who kept a livery-ftable. His Honour the Judge hitd 
been abfent for three years, in the weftern territory. The latfy^ 
fays the flabie-man, is the beft of the two, and flie has married 
him, though his Honour is flili living. I need not name the par- 
tics ; for though the cowardly newfpapers have never noticed the 
affair, it is notorious enough. ' / 

that 
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that it is not to exert its wholefome and mighty iti^ 
fluence on fociety, but become the mere echo of the 
bench and the bar. No ; this does not follow; yet 
this is the pradtice of the American prcfs. 

Come to my office, reader, and look over (if you 
have patience) the leaden fheets that arc hither 
dragged from ^very quarter of the country. If they 
have one fingle fhaft of fatire, except it be on the 
old hackneyed fubjc6l of kingcraft and prieflcraft, 
I will fuftbr you to fufFocate me by reading me their 
contents. — And what is the reafon of this'? Is it 
that this bleffed ** Reprefentative Democracy, 
•* which, in great mercy ^ has been vouchfafed unto 
** us/' prefcrveS us unfufceptible of folly or vice ? 
Is it that we are all wife, moral, religious, and pure 
as the driven fnow ? Is it, my God ! that we know 
of no fuch thing as drunkennefs, adultery, fwin- 
dling, corruption, or blafphemy * ? Or is it that 
we wilh to keep thefe things hidden from the 
world ? — ^If this could be done, and if filence would 
produce a reformation, I would willingly confent— 
not to become as tame and infipid as my brethren, 
but to throw my prefs into the river. But this is 
impoiiible ; lince whatever exifts, is, and muft be, 
known ; and lince wickednefs, the longer it remains 
unchaftifed, the more inveterate it becomes. Since 
this is the cafe, the moft rigid cenforfhip in the 
prefs is abfolutely neceflary, to check, in time, that 
which, if fufFered to pafs unnoticed, will moft cer-* 



* There are more baflards born annually in the fingle State of 
Pcnnfylvania, than in all the Britifli dominions ; and as to -cue- 
koldom, 1 will only lay, that every paper teems vi\t\\ adnfertifements 
pf wves eloped from the bed and hoard of their hujhands, 1 do not 
hence infinuate, that there are no good people here. There are 
many — as many as in mod countries ; but then people will, and 
do, allow, that the morals of the country are approaching faft to 
that Hate, which never yet failed to prove the ruin of every thing 
held in efieem amongit men. 

tainly, 
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tainly, fooner or Uter, end in general degradation 
andi'uin. 

Yet this timely check, this falutary and coftlefi 
chaftifement, muft remain an ufelefs inftrument in 
our hands, becaufe, forfooth, the villain and the 
flrumpet *^ d^fire to appear agreeable in life^* and 
becaufe an cxpofure of their turpitude will " fiahi 
** the honour of their families l^^ For this cogent rea- 
fon, the good and the bad, the upright ftatefman 
and the traitor, the man of integrity and the rogue^ 
the virtuous matron and the whore, are all to be 
jumbled together, and the world is to take us in the 
lump, or not at all. 

But, may it pleafe your Honour, this will not da. 
We know well, that the world is very ill-natured, 
and that, when it judges in the lump, it very feldom 
looks at the bed fide. Men of reputation, there- 
fore, do n6t approve of this jumbling work. They 
wilh to be diflinguiflied from thofe that have none. 
This can be done only by the detection of vice, and 
by expofi'ng it to public cenfure ; and I beg your 
Honour*s leave to add one concluding obfervation of 
my own, which is this, that I never yet knew a 
Jingle perfon^ man or woman, extremely anxious to re- 
Jlrain the liberty of the prefs, in this refpe£i, who had 
not veryjufficient reafons for fo doing. 

The next reftraint on the freedom of the Ameri- 
can prefs, is the very alarming privilege which /o- 
reign agetits poffefs, in having a choice of governments j 
under which to bring (heir profecutions. 

I have already, in the former part of this pam- 
phlet, faid how the prefs, in various parts of the. 
country, has been kept in flavery by the unpunifhed 
violence of the domineering French fadlion ; and, 
in the relation of the treatment I have met with, I 
have clearly proved what every printer of any in- 
dependence of fpirit has to expedl: from another 
quarter. This fituation of things, however, has been 

produced 
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produced by a combination of fiugular circum-* 
Hanccs, and it may probably wear away as thofe 
circumrianccs change. But the evil of which I 
have now to complain, is of a nature not to be 
worn away by the liand of time alone. It is built 
on law and con frit ut ion, or, at Icaft, it operates as 
if it were, and admits of no remedy, except by 
fume poUtivc act of the Convention or the Lcgifla- 
ture. 

It was hoped ^though, it mufl be confefTcd, with 
very little rcafbn), that America, when feparated 
from Great Britain, would never more be affected by 
the quarrels of European nations. Paine told the 
people, that they would have nothing to do but grow 
rich, while otht-r nations fhould be at wan " Our 
** commerce," lays he, " will always fecure us the 
** ^Vine and frkndjhip of all Europe." This, by 
woful experience, we find to have been like all 
the rcrt of fliallow-headed Paine-s predictions. 
But this is not the word-. Not only does America 
feel the prcflure of European wars, in a degree 
equal to that felt by the people of Great Britain at 
this moment ; but Ihc is curfed with a foreign fac- 
tion in her bofom, by which fhe is continually 
curbed, harafled, injured, infulted, and betrayed. 

The- politics of the country are become fo con- 
nedled, fo interwoven, with the politics of other 
nations, France in particular, that they are never 
Ipoken of in any other than a relative light. I verily 
believe, and indeed 1 am certain, that, as to num- 
bers, men are more equally divided, at this time, 
between the Federal Government and the French, 
than they were in the year 1778, between the Con- 
grefs and the King of England. 

Nor does this pernicious diviiion flop here. The 
State Governments have their fides. One State is 
called a Federal State, and another an Ayitlfederal 
State \ and it is notorious, that the polities of the 

perfons 
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crfonsj wlxo adminiller tbefe fubaltern Govern- 
ments, are generally fixed and uniforai on one tide 
or the othcn. 

In Inch a fiate of things, only think of the dan- 
ger of allowing foreign muiilkrs and agents io 
ehmfe the Government^ under which to hr'mg their 
prq/ifutions / Pofiefling this dreadful privilege^ will 
not every foreign agent take good care to inflttute 
his profecutions under that Governmentj to which 
the party profecuted has^ by his politicSj rendered 
himfelf obnoxious ? Andj where this can be done^ 
what fort of chance, I pray, is there for a man who 
meddles With the prefs, and who happens to be 
fituated in a State^ where he mail of neccffity be 
obnoxious to one of the two Governments under 
which he lives ? 

My own cafe is a flriking exemplification of the 
danger of this privilege. Yrujo, the Spaniard, ap- 
plied fir ft to the Federal Government to profecute 
me, and was informed that it would be done in the 
Federal Courts. But this he remonftrated againlt, 
and requcfted that it might be done in the Courts of 
Pennfylvania : in which Courts M'Kcan is Chief 
Judge, — Now, why this requcft f Why prefer one 
jurildiAion to another ? The Courts are held at the 
fame place, and nearly at the fame time. The 
Judges of the Federal Court are men famous for 
their learning and their integrity; and> I am fare, 
ordering the trial in this Court ought to have been 
looked upon as a mark of refpedt to the Spanifh 
King. How, then, arc we to account for this ex- 
traordinary requeft ? 

Leaving the reader to account for it in his own 
way, I ihall tell him that the requeft was refafed ; 
and that, then, a new profecution was fet on foot 
under the Govcrnnient of Pennfylvania* The mat- 
ter contained in the Bill of Indictment was hunted 
out ; and let it be well remembered^ that every 
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pretended libel coDtained in this Bill was publiflied 
before I was bomid over on the Jirft complainL In 
pofTeflion of this fadt, the reader will be able to 
gucfs what the hopes of the profecutor were 
founded on. 

The matter m the Bill of Inditflment, if libellous, 
was furely fo before I was bound over the firfl: time. 
How comes it then, that it was not included in the 
firfl complaint ? This puzzled the Grand Jury. The 
thing appeared (o unnatural to them, that they ient 
for the two Attornies General to explain the myf- 
tery, when it was found, that they had taken care, 
in drawing their indidments, to fleer clear of each 
other; in doing which, I, by the by, do not mean 
to hint, that cither of theife gentlemen did any 
more than his duty. 

Thus was fccn the Angular phenomenon of a 
printer profecuted by two Governments j at one and 
the fame time, for different parts of one and the 
fame offence ! And this is American liberty of the 
prefs ! 

Did Engliflimen ever hear of any thing of thilf^ 
kind before ? No ; they have one government, on0 
law, and one conftitution, for all. In their country, 
neither foreigner nor native, plaintiff' nor defendant, 
has a choice of jurifdi(5lions, tribunals^ or judges. 
Where the offence is committed,, there muft it be 
tried. They have no claftiing of Governments of 
oppofite politics, under which every printer is in 
hourly danger, from the intrigues of foreign agents, 
and is obliged to tack and ftiift, like a polacre with 
contending winds between Scylla and Charybdis. 
No ; in England, all is fair and free. The path is 
fimple : the law is one and the fame, and is equal in 
its operations in every place and towards aH parties. 
It h founded in wifdom and in juftice, and is ad- 
miniftcrcd with candour, impartiality, and mercy. 

The 
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The third reftraint on the liberty of the Ameri- 
ban prels, and the laft which I (hall notice, at this 
iimey is, the fear which muft be naturally excited in 
every writer and printer ^ by the difgraceful and cruel 
funijhment to which he is continually expofed. 

After all that we have heard and feen about the 
mildnefs and humdnity of the American laws ; after 
all the cant of the tender-hearted Briflibt ; after all 
the filly eulogiums on the prifons of Philadelphia^ 
fpread abroad in pamphlets, (beeches, and para- 
graphs : and after all the farcaftic and aorimonious 
inveftive which the American prefs, is continually 
pouring out again(i \\\cfanguinary code of Great 
Britain ! bored with all this, I fay, even to furfeit- 
ing, my prefent complaint mu(i: appear very ex- 
traordinary. Let it. All that I have to do, is to 
prove it well founded. 

The liberty of doing any thing, is greater or 
lefs, in proportion to the puni(hment that the law 
awards for it. I am, therefore, far from pretending 
that the Americans do not^ in fome refpe6ls, poflTels 
more liberty than the Engli(h. They are in lefs 
danger, when they (teal, rob, forge, coin, and 
murder : for thefe crimes are here puni(hed with 
fine J jail imprifonment, tmprifonment at hard labour^ or 
folttary confinement ; whereas, in England, they are 
punifhed with death. But let thofe who have 
lrea(bn, boaft of this fort of liberty. It is not what 
I want. I only contend for liberty to write and to 
print.^ 

This liberty is a right, fandlioned by law, as far 
as a certain line, all beyond which is called libel- 
ling. This line reaches, as I have clearly proved, 
juft as far in America as it does in England, and no 
farther. All that, we have to do, then, is to fee 
xyhich country inflicts punifliments ihtleajl fever e on 
tranfgreflbr$ ; for in that country the prefs muft be 
mofi free. 

D D a . % 
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By only cafiiog our eyes on the Cliief Jndge'tj 
, ch^TglCf wcfhall perceive, that ihe pnnifhments ^re' 
[ tcnfoW more fcTcrc in America than in England 
I In England* a tranfgrcflbr of the laws of the preft^ 
or, in other words, a Hbcflcr, is punilTiable hy Jntf^ 
I t>y impryhnmenf mJaiJ^ by fiandrng in the ptlkry\ m 
I by anv two, or all three of them* But, what ishiH 
l^ntmmcnt in America ? Why^ in tlie fir ft place, 
hii and Jail impri/onmeni^ as in England; and to 
Ihefe may be added, imprifooment £f/ ^^r^ /^j^owr, 
[knd even Jdltary cmfnemsnt in a dmgeorty at the dij^ 
rrrrfion rf ihe Couri * and all this too in a countrj^,! 
^ where the prnfecutor may have a chmce of Courts! 

As far as relates to Jims zn^ jail imprifonmentl thf ^ 
flcodc of the two conntries is tlie fame ; bat, inftcad 
(•of fhe momentary fhame of the pillory, the Ame- 
I Tican HbcHcr, whether writer or printer, is liable ta 
the lafling pain and difgrace of hard labour, and to 
I the more horrid pnnifhment of the dungeon. Stand- i 
ing in the pillory, v\fhich is tlic wrorll an Englifh li- ^ 
Deller can undergo, is over in a few hours, Thf 
fufFcrex is then placed in jail, where he is as free as 
^ detention of his pcrtbn will admit of. He can fee, 
^car, read, and cunvcrfe. He is at eafe ; can be vi- 
ited by his friends; nay, Caliender (the runaway 
Scotch nuin) boafts^ that bis affbciatea even fold 
Iheir Hbels in Newgate, What is this poniftmient 
compared to continual hird labour f And what rs 
hard labonr or any thing elfe, compared to being 
^thrown into a cell, and cut off, not only from 
fiends and family, but from every human being ? 

But we muft not drop the fuhjc^l: here. Punifh- 
aents, a£ to their influence on focicty, and con* 
eqnently as to their reftraint on the preft, muft be 
Coniidered relatively ; for^ what may be a very light 
^junifliment in one country, may be a very heavy, 
^nd even a very cruel one in anolhen In England, 
for inftance, robbery, forgery, raurder, &c. arepu- 
lillied with d04it& ; in America thefe crimes are pu-. 
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niOied with hard iahiir\ or foiikny confine^nenf^ So 
that, to inflift Ihcle latter punilliments on a libdicr 
ihere^ is exaflly as cruel as it would be to infliel, 

th on him in England. 

What were the motiFes of the rulers, who lef- 
Ifened the punilhment for munkr^ and other horrid 
criracSj while they augmented the punifhment for 
UheUmg^ \ muit leave thofe to determinej who boaft 
fo much about the Hberty of their prcfs i but this I 
will undertake to layj that it is mo ft excellently cal- 
culated to reftrain, intimidate, and overawe every 
oue who has any thing to do with writing and 
printing* What man will ever dare to communi- 
cate his thoughts to thepublicj while it is probable, 

even pojjlbk^ that his writing will procure him a 
place in that ** temple of /mniamty^** as it has been 
called, the Philadelphia prifon ; where, dreffcd in a 
jail uniform, penned up amongft runaway thieving 
negro flavcs ; amongft robbers, forgers, fodomltes, 
and murderers ; where, in Ihort, amongft convidta : 
of every colour and of ever)' crimcj he is employed 
in the polite art of pounding hemp, with the infi- 
nite fatisfadtion of being exhibited to travelling/)/;/- 
Imlhropifts as a ** hving monument of America!! 
** nuldnefi and humanUy P'^ — And if this be too much 
for a man of reputation and talents to bear, how 
Ihall he dare to brave the horrors of a cell ; to be 
fecluded from his friendi, parents, wife, children, 
and all that renders life worth poflefling; to-be 
barred up for months, or for years, like a condemn- 
ed malefactor ; and this too at the dlfcretion of a 
Court, chofen, perhaps, by his profecutor ? 

Did Engliflimen but why do 1 

purfue the odious comparifon ? — Did even French- 
men ever feel a reftraint like this ? — TheBaftile ! — 
It was bad enough, to he Ihre ; but a writer con- 
fined there, had, at leaft, the confolation of know- 
ing that he was dilUnguilhed froiQ felons and mur- 

* B 3 derers. 



I 



4o( REPUBLICAN JUDGE, 

dcrcrs. Though far too feverely puniflicd, he was 
not covered with cverlafiing diTgrace and infamj« 
Literature, though the abufe of it was cruelly chaf-. 
tifcd, was not degraded, was not rendered at once 
hateful and defpicable, as it is by the indifcrimi-c 
nating code of Penniylvania. 

Yet, notwithftanding all we have feen, the Chief 

Judge has the modefty to tell the Grand Jury, from 

the bench, that *^ the criminal law of this State is 

*• fo pregnant with ju/iice, fo agreeable to reafon^ fo 

*' full ot equity and clemency^ that even thofe who 

" fuff er- by it, cannot charge it with rigour ! ! r — ^This 

was too much. He might, at any rate, havefpared 

us the mortification of lillening to this. But it is 

the falhion. Almoft every public harangue has 

fome fuch vaunting conclulion. It may be good 

]H>licy, to be lure, as it tends to keep the people here 

in excellent humour, while it excites envy in thofe 

of other nations, makes them difcontented with 

thrir lot, and invites them. to cultivate the deferts of 

jitnerica ; but then, the greateft care imaginable 

ihould be taken, not to lay the iron finger on fuch 

men as are not formed for paffive fufFerance, and 

particularly if they are Britons ; for they, above all 

others, will not whifper their curfes to the winds; 

they will turn their eyes towards their native land ; 

they will compare what they have loft with what 

they have gained ; nor will all the terrors of hard 

labour and a Philadelphia dungeon, ever, I truft, 

tleter them from proclaiming the account to the 

world. 

I have now accomplifhcd my object:. I have ex- 
pofcd the conduct of my enemies, and I have amply 
proved that the prefs is more free in Great Britain 
than it is in America. But I cannot conclude with- 
out, in the fulnefs of my heart, giving a word or 
two of advice to;;/v countrymen. — Such, Bkitonts, is 
the fruit of republican govcrnqient here ; not among. 

the 



NOVEMBER, 1797. 4GjMf 

<he apifli and wolfifti French ; but among a people 
defcended from the fame ancefiors as youiifelves. i 
When your monarchical government bears fuch iJuit/ 
let it^ I fay, be hewn down, and caft into the fire % 
but, till that difgraceful and dreadful day comes/ ^ 
watch over it with care, and defenc^it to theilail 
drop of your blood : preferve it as you would it 
golden calket, the apple of your eye, or the laft 
dear gift of your dying parents. — With this I Gott- 
dude, praying the God of our fathers to lead you 
in the pra6lice of all their virtues ; to give wifdom 
to your minds, and flrength to your arms ; to keep 
you firm and oinited, honeft and generous, loyal, 
brave, and free; but, above all, to preferve you 
from the defolating and degrading curfe of revolu* 
tionary madnefs and modern repu^ticanifnh 
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Friday, i** December. 

* By looking a few pages back, it will be £ecn, that 
amdngft the jurors who voted for finding the bill 
a^inft me, was one Thomas Forrest, Elsa. This 
Squi^ nvas, before the breaking out of the rebellion, 
in his proper place ; that is to fay, he went daily to 
work with a fet of carpenter's tools on his fhoulder, 
and very rcfpc^^fully pulled ofi'his hat to every well- 
dreiu.-d man that he approached. But that rebellion 
which turned every thing elfe upiidc down ; that 
rebellion which took M^Keav from a Aable, wd 
put him on the bench of jufiice; which took Benja- 
min Rush from his mother's gin-(hop, and made him 
ala wgiver ; that rebellion raifed Tom Forrest^ in 
a very fhort fpace of time, from a journeyman car- 
penter to a Colonel, He was, during the war, left 
famed for the mortality he produced araongft the 
Britifh troops than for the horrible maflacres which 
]](• and his men were guilty of amongft the pigs, 
i].(\v, rattle, and poultry of the Tories. The forbear- 
a:jv f-inoney, which he extorted at different times 
iVrjii' thcfe pcrfccuted people, left him, at the end 
oi ihe war, in poffeflion of a confiderable fum of 
h:ird money. He was now become too cunning to 
tiiink of rehirning to the carpenter's trade. Having 
preyed as long as he could upoa the loyalifls, he 
bethought him of a method of preying upon the 
rebels ; yea, even upon the companions of his mili- 
tary exploits ! It will be remembered that the fol- 
dicrs of the rebel army were, at the clofe of the 
war, paid off their long arrears in a fort of paper 
called cerl'ijicates. Thefe certificates were not pay* 
able on fight, but were a fort of deferred fl:ock, the 
intcreft on which was to begin to be paid on a difl:ant 
day. This was a trick of the leading rebels. They 
had rcfolvcd to tax the country, in order to make 
provifion for the due difchargc of th6 intereft on 
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thefe certificates, and to pafs fuch laws as fhould ^ 
xQake them worth their nominal value; biH thej^ / 
fufferedthc mafsof the people to think that the cer- 
tificates would, like the other paper money, finally 
depreciate, and be good for nothing. The poor ig- * 
Dorant wretches of foldiers, alarmed at the pro^6): 
of lofing every farthing of their hire, and being, be- 
lides, defiitute of the neceffaries of life, became 
eager to fcU their certificates for whatever ihe^ could 
get. Th|s was precifcly what the leading rebels 
wifted for. Tiey ftpod prepared to buy ; ^nd, in 
a very little time, the poor villains who had been 
fighting fqr (hem during the war, were firipped of 
every ihillipg of their arrears. Amongft the per- 
fons who rfi^de fortunes by this mofi: infamous traffic, 
was Thomas Forrest, who, in 1797, was become 
a very rich ipan, and a member of the Legiflature of 
Pqnnfylvania. Sucji was the origin and progrefs of 
one of thofe who voted againft me. The following 
letter, which is now /«^/i/*^^ for the firfl: time, will 
ipsak for itfelf. 

To Thomas Forrest. 
Sir, Philadelphia j \ft Dec. 1797. 

Though, generally^ fpeaking, it may be juftly 
thought impertinent in an obfcure individual, to 
break in upon the important engagements of a 
Spate/man and a LegiJlator\ yet I truft that this 
letter will be its own apology, particularly when ad* 
drefTed to an apoftle of liberty and equality. 

The deep refearches, in which, for the good of your 
country, your mind is continually abforbed, have, 
without doubt, already effaced from your memory 
the converfation which took place at Mr. John Old- 
den's, the day after the Bill of Indidment againft 
me was returned Ignoramus. I, Sir, who have not, 
like you, the weight of a commonwealth on my 
ihoulders, have leifure to attend to fuch trifles ; and 
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will, %vtlli your leave, repeat this eonverCition. 
noted it down immediately aftcrwardsj and the 
fbHowiiig h an extraA from my memorandum- 
book. 

Ifcinj^atMn John Oldden'sflore, fitting with 
ini and his rontrn Ephraim, Thomas Forrejl (one of 
le Grand Jurors for ihc Court of Oyer and Termincrj 
low fillingiu Philadclpfiia) ca&ic in, and, on entcr^ 
1^ the buck part of tlic ftore, faid to Mr* Olddcn i 
SOf c^ rouid mi hang vour friend Peter Porcu- 
nc at laft;— ^No/ replied Mr, Oldden^ * they 
ave beat yon/ — * Yes/ returned Forreft^ ^ damn 
fin^ they have beat Us'/* 

Now, Sir^ lay this converfation before a thoufand 

ndid men, aEid I will venture my life that every 

oneoflhcm is of opinion, that you were determined, 

cforcyou heard any evidence, or even law the Bdl^ 

find it a irue om. This is my opinion, and I am 

certain it would be that of the public, were the con* 

vcrfation fubmittedto thcra. 

Are you aware. Sir, of the predicament in which 
this places you ? Is your mind duly imprefTed with 
the awful magnitude of an oafk P If it be, and if you 
did, with your hand on the holy Eva ngcliflsj make 
a fulcmn promile to God and your country, to do 
jufticc with impartiality; if you did do this, and 
tiill retain your fred^erminaiion (as your avowal 
ftcmed to indicate) ; if you did do this, I fay, your 
fituation is not to be envied by the moft miferabls 
of mortals; no, not by the manacled iiaifcreant, or 
even by the thief at the gallows tree. 

The fublequent part of your converfation, though 
leik Chocking than what 1 have already recalled to 
your memory, was not lefs charadteriftic of a bafe 
mincK After you difcovered who I tvas^ you, with 
a grin and a cringing bow, faid it was the firfl time 
you had had the fleafure of feeing me. Upon 
If, 01ddca*s obferving, that all the democrats be^ 
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fame hankrups, and that he fhould yet get hold of 
your fine houfe and plantation, you replied : *• I am 
**more afraid of its getting into the hands of Do£lor 
^^ Lieb and his gang ;" forgetting, I fuppofe, that you 
were lately elected in the fame ticket, and that you 
BOW aftually are the colleague of this very ** DoSor 
*^ Lieb and his gang T After this, you loudly accufed 
Judge M'Kean of partiality ^ inveighed with great 
warmth againft the bitternefs of his charge to the 
Grand Jury, and gave us a ludicrous reprcfentation 
of his reception of the Ignoramus. Before my de- 
parture, to cap the climax of inconfiltency and 
meannefs, you gave me an invitation to go and fee 
joul 

Is this your republican franknefs and Integrity ? To 
^nder a man behind his back ; ufe all your endea- 
vours to ruin him without the lead provocation ; ex- 
prefs your difappointment and chagrin at not being 
able to hang him ; and then, with that expreffion yet 
warm on your lips, to give him a bowing, fawning 
invitation to honour you with his company ! — Miferable 
country ! wretched people ! where fuch men arc 
Grand Jurors and Legljlators ! 

I was confufed and confounded at your fuperlativc 
bafenefs. I felt myfelf contaminated by your pre- 
fence ; and nothing but my refped for Mr, Oldden, 
and a due regard to the laws of hofpitality, prevented 
ine from telliqg you then, what I tell you now, and 
that is, that I would fooner darken the doors of hell 
than thofe of your democratic dwelling. 

You have my free confent to notice this letter in 
any manner you pleafe. On my part, I look upon 
you as a contemptible creature, unworfhy of /mW/^: 
notice; but, remember well, I do nqt promife to 
forbear, if your condu6t, either public or private, 
^all giye mp any future provocation. 

Wm, Cobbett. 

Thi5 
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TI % before it was fcnt off, was ihown to 

I Mr. ^ !, wlio mid, that the fa£ls thcrcia llalcd 

were pcrlcttly correft. The truth is, it wm written 
in confrquence ofa convcrCition between Oldden 
and 111) tclf. Oldden wanted to have fome fon with 
Farrcft, and we both of us thought that the indif- 
crctiuii and meannefs of tlie upflart wretch furailheti 
a good handle, not only for alarming him^ but 
for holding him in fubjecSion^ and making him vote 
in the AlTcmbly according to our wifhes ; which, 
TOofi airurcdly, were in unifon with the bappinc^ of 
the State. 

The letter irachcd Germantown (the viUage where 
Forrcit lived) late in the evening. Early the iiext 
Ttiorning l>e was with Mn Oldden. He called liitn 
out of Bis bed, by making a hideous noife at hia 
door. He tlamped, fworc, and raved like a mad* 
man. — He damned his foul if he would not murder 
njc, and flee from the country. He fuccecded itt 
terrifying poor Oldden, who was a man of weak 
nerves, into a promifc, that he would interfere with 
mc to prevent a publkailon of the letter ; and I believe 
he obtained from him a paper, tending to diijirove 
fume of the fads I had flated* I am not fure of this, 
but I am afraid Oldden did^ in fome fort^ yield to 
his threats, 

Oldden, with whom I lived on terms of great inti- 
macy, ran to me the moment he got free from the 
furious Squire. Fie preflfcd mc vtry hard for a pro- 
mife not tu publifh the letter. This promifc I could 
not make; and the matter was in fufpenfe for feve- 
ral days, during which lime the ilory got about; 
and well it m%ht ; for, while Forrcfl was coniulting 
his friends in fia'€l^ I was handing about a copy of 
the letter, which was^ I believe, read by five hun- 
dred people in ibecourfc of five days. Still, how- 
cverj it was not in prints and there were fome hopes 

that 
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Ti6ver would be, when, to the utter aftonifh* 
mcQt of Forreft, there appeared, in the paper of a 
fellow named Bradford, adefcription of the Irene at 
Mr. Oldden's^ accompanied with fuch comments ai 
were well enough calculated to draw from me a pub- 
lication of the fatal lettcfp Upon Ccelng this, the 
Squire took the alarm again* Two of liis friends, 
John Dunlap and James ACh, came to me wif 
Mr- Olddeiiy in order to obtain a promife that I 
would not publifh the letter, 1 told them that I 
could make no fuch promife ; that I ^ould not fuf- 
fer myfelfto be teafed into a publication by any 
thing that niifchief-makingperfons might throw out, 
but that I ihould be entirely governed by the fuiun 
\ poUikal conduS of Mr. Forreft, With this affu ranee 
they retired, leemingly well latisfied. The Legiflaturfe 
of Pennfylvania, of which Forreft was a member, 
w^as at this time in feflion, Forreft was in the de- 
mocratic intereft, and^ as the Houfe was nearly^ 
equally divided, it was of great importance \b gain" 
him over, and keep him right during the feffion at 
leaif* With this view^ a member of the Senate and^ 
a member pf the Houfc of Reprcfentatives came tdH 
me, and affurcd me, that as long as I dejlfied fron^^ 
pubajking the letUf\ fa long Fotreji would vote mt the 
Fakmlfuh ; an affurance that was fully verified by 
the conduct of the pliant Legiflator ! — On what 
trifles do the decifions of Legiflatures frequently 
turn ! 
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Tuesday, 5*^' DfiCfMBEK- 

Jivpenh and Peitr Porcupme. — There is a political 
quack, who, through thedreoching-horn of Brown, 
takes upon him to adminifter to the public an even^ 
ing dofe difgufting beyond the conception of mortal 
imagination- He calls bimfclf Juvenis; but, from 

hi 
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Iii<s Hylc, I iliould imagine him to be fome hoary dai« 
tiir who is tired of his life. 

Lall night lie gave his patients an emetic of liberty 
ami eqtuility. I'he objeft of his letter is a defenee of 
the uie of thefe terms ; and, in order to come to the 
point, he very ingenioufly begins at a great diftance 
from it. He alks : " For what was it this country 
** fullaincd an iticejjant flame from the year 1775 till 
** 1 7 S3 ? and why was there fuch a profufion of that 
•* blood, from whofe afcending fmoke the atmq/hhere 
** Is hutjtifl c/eandF-^You refponfc. Liberty! — ^1 es, it 
« was Liberty:' 

There's for you ! The Jmoie of the blood ipilt in 
the American war " is but jiift cleared from' the at'^ 
^^tnofpherer Yet falfe as this is, ih^ refponfcj as he 
calls it, is full as falfe. He fays the American war 
Vfzsfor liberfj ; Kay it \\as{ornoflu:h thing i it was for 
indepepulencey and for that alone : and that indepc^nd^ 
cnce is a thin^ extremely different from liberty, few 
people, I believe, will deny. 

To prove that it was /or liberty^ it muft firft be* 
proved, that the colonifls were «(?//r^^; and who, 
among them, is the bafe mifcreant that will allow 
himfelf to have been 2iflavey a bondman^ or a vajfalf 
If the people were none of thefe, they were/r^^ ; and 
confequently the war was not (ox freedom. 

** The great charter of our liberties^' fays he, 
" gives a fummary of what our rights are. Among 
** them are, Xho^c o( eyijoyhig and defending life \ ac-* 
*^ quiring^ poffe/png^ and proteSUng property \ purfuing 
** LDid oh taming huppinefs ; et cetera." — ^What his et 
CETERA means, God only knows; but as for the 
rfcli, I am furc there was no need of a war to obtain 
them. They are not only enjoyed by the fubje6ls 
of Great Britain ; but I do not know the Govern- 
ment, except that of Jacobin France, that ever had 
the infamy to qucflion their exiftence. 

So 
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So much for the premifes. 

Juvenis now enters upon a definition of liherfy 
aiid equality. This, notwithftanding he tells his 
readers he is about to imitate the wile example of 
Locke, he is a very clumfy ^fift at. He battles along 
down a paragraph in faying, how others have defined 
it ; and then, juft when his poor patients are gaping 
for his own definition ^ he flops Ihort with a however f 
and tells them how it has been defined by our confti* 
tutions. " However we in America have an- 
*' nounced what we undcrftand liberty to mean^ 
*^ by fubfcribing to the explanation of the moft ap- 
" proved moralift, — that it confifts in a right of, 
*^ doing whatever we pleafe, provided y in doing fi)^ 
•' others be not injured:'^ 

So we h2ivci fiibfi:rihed io this, have we ? — I have 
not ; nor am I about to do it. All that is to be 
found in the conftitution is not holy writ with me, 
nor with a good many other people. 

This definition ii^ filly to the lall degree. It looks 
. like the half-fledged thought of a vapouring French- 
man,. If attempted to be praflifed, it would be at 
continual war with morality, religion, and the law 
of this land. 

Suppofe, for inftance, I have an ample fortune, 
and have no one dependant on me for fupport. I 
fleafe to get dead drunk every nijiht, for no other is 
injured by it ; and this is liberty^ is it ? — I plea/e to 
kill myfelf, for no other is injured by my fo doing; 
yet this is an afl immoral, irreligious, and unlaw* 
ful too; and my corpfe is, as a penalty, denied Chrif- 
tian burial, is thrown into a hole by the road fide, 
and has a flake driven through it. — And are there 
not, Mr. Juvenis, certain other horrid crimes, 
which injure ?iobody but the perpetrators, and which, 
notwithlianding that, are death by the law? So that, 
according.to your adopted maxim, our laws punifli 

SDcn 
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men with death for cxercifing their rights and en* 
joying their liberty /—Thus you lee, that whatever 
conflitution-makcr hammerol out the above defini^ 
iion, he is as bad a hand at the buHnefs as your- 
fclf. 

Now for EQUALITY. Juvenis tells us that the nzuji 
penmen o( otcr Coriftiiution (I don't know which of the 
Jeventeen he means) have declared that ^* All men 
arc born eoItally free and independent^^ — Having 
laid down the dogma, he proceeds to explain its 
meaning, which in my opinion had much better 
have been done by the conftitution- makers them- 
felvcs. He fpends half a long paragraph in laying 
xvhat the *' wife penmen" did mt mean^ and then he 
lets about to tell us what they did mean, as thus: 
*' Their obvious meaning then mbfl undoubtedly is 
** — that nature intended all mcnfhouldhebom equally 
^^free as to their political rights — therefore they fay, 
*' * All men are (or of right ought to be) born equally 
"free and independent*.'* 

Here is fuch a profufion of nonfenfe, that one doef 
not know where to begin upon it. What the devil 
has fiature to do with politics? However, to take 
Juvenis up on his own ground, I will allow that the 
declaration bears the meaning which he has givetfit ; 
and this I do on purpofe to deny the fa(9^» All men 
are not born equally free and independent as to poU- 
tical rights ; and this I will fupport upon an inftancc 
of his own. He fays: *' Some are born to greait 
*^ mental powers, others to mere idiocy.'* Now let 
me afk, if the idiot has, or ought to have, the fame 
political rights as the man of great mental powers ? 
Yet the maxim allows of no diftin6tion. Men arc 
born equal in nothing; there arc as many inequali- 
ties as there are perfons: no two are upon a level 
for one moment of their lives ; and if men will meet 
in conventions, and lay down dogmas in oppofitiorl 

to 
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to tbcfc truths, they muft cxpeA to be laughed 

,But juvcnis takes great offence at this mirth. 
'^ Notwithftanding/' fays he, ** the clear cxpreflion 
•^ of the^H^fo tw^ff, as mentioned above; notwith- 
** ftand'mg the almofl: univerlality of acquiefcencc in 
•* opinion by the people; there are men, who, in 
^* defiance of decency and the la^vs^ rife up, and ex- 
*^ claim with an infult'mgfneer^ Liberty and Equ^- 
^» lity !" 

- So, you fee, this poor devil has recourfe to the 
fieitr dodlrine of libels ! We iHoJate the lawy it feems, 
hfjheering at " liberty and equality ^ Is this a fpeci^ 
*tticn pf that liberty \vhich fo much fmoking blood was 
fpilt to obtain ? Yes, fneer I have, ?indfneer I will, 
at this abominable couple of words, the life of which, 
iti politics, has done more mifchief to mankind than 
dl other earthly fcourges put together. " The/«^- 
" lie will/'* So, becaufe folly has been fandtioned by 
' the public willj no one is to gainfay» It is well 
worthy of obfervation, how near an alliance there 
is ever between abjeffjlavery, and liberty and equality. 
The advocate of the one is always the advocate of 
the other. 

P. PORCUl^INE. 



Monday, 1 1^** Dscembek. 

Liberty and her Lover: a Parifian Tale. — -Liberty, 
Sir, is the fairefl of all the night- walking fair I ever 
inct with fincc the earth has turned round the fun. 
Have I retired peaceably to bed ? — Thanks to the 
heatity who has charmed ray heart, fcarce have I 
clofedmycyes when I am fuddenly awakened by a 
" neighbourly foldier with the amiable Qui vivef arid 
Ifay to myfelf, That is Liberty taking a walk. Am 
I quietly feated on the bench before the door of the. 

VOL. VII. E E houfc? 



houfc ? I fee travellers dcfceod to the neighbouring 
botcl ; they v?iih to reft themfelves, to fup, to flecp, 
all plcftfiintlf J but they mufr before Ujis pay a vifit 
to the magiflrates of the people, go and fee the 
Bureatix, the Commiflioners ; have their names in- 
fcribcd at the houfc of thele gentlemen, by tlic 
Comrain'ar)% by the Jufiice of Peace, Liberty, 
night and day, is exqoilitely polite. 

Have I fuppcd with fome friends ? am I, for ex- 
ample, on the territory belonging to the ^rw?— 
The attentive Liberty pa ft oh ^ fcarccly recolleAing 
me, prcHesme to enter the watch- houfe to converfe 
a few moments with her, I fay to her, ** My dear 
friend, 1 am old, my health weak and delicate, I am 
Jlill far fr#m home ; whatever pleafure I may have 
in Iccingyou, permit me to go to bed.*' Liberty, 
always charming, always free, in a national habits 
^lie epaulette of lieutenant on her fhoulder, cover- 
ing, by an immcnlc waxed hat, a head of eighteen, 
infills on my going, feizing my card (which I never 
ibrget, becaulc it is theprcttieft billet iiotix my dear 

Liberty ever wrote me), ieigning not to know me, 
in a fwect, tender, and Ibnorous voice, which Ihe 

c.now9 very well how to affume when flie has 



fmoked a few 



pipes. 
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your flame 

•* Mamma Liberty (fay I), you are merry; you 

have got my card ; read it*'* — ^^ Sentinel^ do not ki 

1/ffi pc^s. It is a falje card I he dues not rememher th& 

uamt* thai is writtm on z/,'*^-^** My lamb, pardon 

line ; my name is Le Semainkr i it is the name yoU 

nil find there"—** How old are jour'— >^ My 

lOvc, I am fifty," — ** It is a cheat 5 there is fortj- 

[fight on tie eard^' — '* My charmer, I am not a 

cheat; I am an hone fl man, who, when your gene- 

>fity made me a preient of this card, was two years 

^uungtr." — ^" fVhat dipariment are you oft** — 

Siiler and friend, I am of Giroude" — *^ Tahn in 

^Ih/ail / Theris Bee d'Jmhs on the Ciird:" — <^ My 

dear 
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dear love, it is not my fault if you have rebaptized 
my department. My dear Liberty, will you re- 
turn me my card, that I may go to bed ?'* — " Pre^ 
fenily ; when the Major s round is pajfed^ The Mar 
jor's round paffes. — Ye:s ; but I have not got my 
card. My charming Liberty, with her national 
coat, is herfelf gone to make the Lieiitenant's round, 
and leaves me at the watch-houfe, from whence I 
cannot ftir, becaufe I have flill ten watch-houfes to 
pafa before I get home, where Liberty will allow 
me to repofe. 

In the interval day breaks ; and, as the day fends 
- the mice back to their holes, it alfo returns the cards 
to the pocket-books. " As it is day, I believe I 
may return home/' — " You iniift not pafs^^ fays the 
fentineh " But, my fweet Liberty (who was now 
a fentinel), you fee it is day.'' — " That may he ; hut 
.did you not hear, fome hours ago^ the Lieutenant fay ^ 
* Sentinelj do not let him pafs : he has not retraced the 
^ order? Wait till he returns^' — ^' Will he be back 
foon ?" — " Perhaps fo. It is three hours Jince he de^ 
farted to make his round. Let us wait ;** and I wait- 
ed with fifteen fnoring Liberties on the camp bed. 
. At fix the drummer arrives with the light. " I^rum- 
mer Liberty, where is Liberty Lieutenant?"*'— 
: ** ^he Lieutenant! he: met fom^ friends. He has gone 
to hfealfafl with them:'—'' When will he return ?" 
, — ^^ TVho knows f At nine or ten 0^ clock ; at twelve per-- 
haps, to change guards I faid not a word, blefled 
'\ Liberty, and waited, without ceafing to blefs her ; 
^eleven ftruck, and brought Liberty, with her 
epaulettes and my card ; — My card ! no \ Liberty 
had lofl: it» At length the door was opened, ^nd 
here I am at home with a card lefs, a night of the ^ 
watch-houfe the more, and a good fit of the ague 
as reparation. So fair and good ^ thing is LiBJ^Qj'r 
in the night 

£ £ 2 SATVai)A\^ 
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Satcrday, jo**" Decembek* 

Frtnthfeit'mg fre to Charhfton. — There is a fub- 
which by no means ought to be fuffcred lapaft 
Way 10 the ordinarj' current of ncus; yet, inal* 
nioft every other [)aper but mioej it moll certainly 
will. 

The apathy that pervades this conntty with refpeft 
to France is aftonilhing. If tlie Britif}i prefs but a 
iingic failor, there is a hue and cry raifed about it 
from one end of the Union to the other. Every 
tarpavvhng's little lying tale is fwallowed with avi- 
dity ; it tpreads far and wide, and magnifies in its 
progrefs. But the French, on the contrary, may 
do what they plcafe. All ihclr robberies and cruel- 
lies have notl>cen able to draw iVom my lily-livered 
brethren (one in Nevv-Hampfliire excepted) a (ingle 
mark of manly indignation. '* PeacCj peace T' they 
cry. *' Reltore us to the harmony which has hitherto 
*■ fi hippHy fubfifted," — Even the ditcovery of this 
inferual plot at Civarleflon will not roufe them. It 
will be buried in their infipid time-ferving fheets, 
am id ft columns of canting morality and patriotic 
bombatl ; amidii cowardly prayers for peace, on 
any terms^ and ibr a ** fpcedy reftoration of that 
' *' harmony vs'h\ch has kitherif^ ( not with fta nding/^//- 
^ kgings and f^ggif^gs)^ fu happily /ttbjijied"--^ 
Sooner than be fucti a printer, by iicavens, I woald 
hea dog ! 

I fhall now republifh the Charlclton account of 
the confpiracy, and then fuch remarks as I think the 
fubjeft fecms to call for. 

From tht Charhfion SkUe Gazette pf ih ii J uliimo* 

On Tuefday the 14th inflant, the Intendant re- 
^ceived certain information of a conspiracy of se- 

' TERAL FRENCH NEGROES TO FIRE THE CITY, anJ io 

' aS hen as they had formerly dom at iV. Domingo. As 

the 
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the difcoTciy did not impliazte mtxr ihaa tea or 
fifteen pcribx», and as the ii:f:>nn£i30is f.rit ^rt^en 
was not lb complete ss 10 chzr^c aii ibc rir^lcaders, 
the Intendant delayed laking £i:j mj;£ibrcs tor their 
apprchcnfion nni] the -pis.zi fhr^ii be more raaTured, 
and their gniil more do:rejT a:ccrramcd; but iht^ 
plot having bef n c^Dmnjui:icE:ed to perfons on who:> 
fecrecy the dry maziiirates coald not depend, they 
^and themfdves obiigf d en Saturday laix 10 appre- 
hend a number of D^^r^or?. and an^ong others the 
following^ char£'ed ao£Cihcr Tx:th znother not yet 
taken) as the ringleaders, tiz- Figaro, the properly 
of Mr. Rob^nci ; Jean Louis, the property of Mr. 
liangliaSF; JET£'aro the younger, tiic propert\- of 

Mr. Dciaire ; and Capellc, the property of — "- .. 

One^^axDination. thcjall at fini po-itivclv denied 
their kaovled^e or concern in the plot ;* but the 
yoanger Fig;aro, after fome time, made a partial con- 
feffion. and was admitted an evidence on the part 
of the State. The others were on Monday brought 
to trial, in the city-hall, before as refpcdlable a 
Court and Jury as we ever remember to have feea 
convened. A number of witncflcw were examined, 
and fully {x^oredthe guilt of tlin prifoners ; and the 
Court, on mature confideration, uaanimoufly con- 
demned Flguo fenior, and Jean Louis, to be hun^, 
and Capelle and Figaro the younger to be trant- 
ported. The reft who were apprehended are un- 
licr confinement for further examination. 

After the condemnation of Jean Louis, he turncvl 
to the two Figaros, and faid, 'M do not blame the 
whites, though I fuffer ; they have done right ; but 
it is you who have brought me to this trouble/* 

Figaro and Jean Louis were yefterday cxcx^uicd in 
puriiiance of their fentcnce. 

Aoti^^.— When a fcx)urge is infliclcdon a nation, 
or a city, we always ought to look Wk, Ax< wo do 
0a the condud of individuals, to fee xklKlhor thex 
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have not hroughi // on ihemfelves. If we fake a re^ 
trofpc<5live view of the Iccnes which have pafled in 
they>j/r/W/>Charlcfion, I believe we (hall find little 
^oom for wonder, or pity, on account of its prefent 
alarming lituation. 

The people of Charleflon have, fince the com- 
mencement of the prefent war, been diftinguifhed 
by their exceffivc folly, and by their partiality for 
the abominable French. They firft encouraged 
Giuct to violate the laws of neutrality, and to infult 
the Federal Government. Their condudl, in fit- 
ting out privateers, and in aiding and abetting the 
French in their war on the commerce of Great Bri- 
tain, firfl awakened the fufpicions of the latter 
power> and brought on its depredations on the 
commerce of America. Charlefton was at one 
time like a port ceded to the French. It exhibited 
every mark of entire devotion to their interefis, of 
boliility towards the kingdom of Great Britain^ and 
of difrefpedl and contempt towards the Federal Go- 
vernment- 

I have before had occalion to remark on the con- 
du(fb of this city. When they complained, in the 
month of April laft, of a French privateer entering 
their harbour, and fcizing their veffels, I recalled to 
their memory their civic feftivals of 1794. 

** At Charlellon, on the 6th of February, 1794, 
** be it known, and be it remembered too, that the 
** repiiblicdJi fociety (not the democratic fociety) celc- 
•* bratcd the annivcrfary of the alliance between 
" France and America. This fociety of Americans 
*' paraded at the'hotel of a Citizen Harris, whence 
*' they fcnl a deputation to invite the Citizen Con- 
" tnl of tlK French Republic, and Citizens Captain 
" Branzon^ and Lieutenant Langlois, of the repub- 
" lican floop of war Las Cafas, to join them. From 
*^ the rendezvous the whole republican tribe march- 
•^ cd, or ratliet ftalkcd, in prooeflion, to the city- 
\ ^« hall; 
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^^ hall; and this place of their deflination proves," 
^* that, if the corporation did not adlually affift at 
*^ the feftival, they approved of it. 

'* There is fomething at once fo bafe and foludi-* 
^' crous in the circuaiftances of the feaft, that I can- 
*^ not help repeating them juft as they fland in my 
" common-place-book of fans-culottifm. 

*^ Firft in the proceffion came the prefident of the 
** fociety, fupported by the Conful of France, anc^ 
^^ the citizen officers of the floop of war. 

*^ The cap of liberty, carried by the fecretary, 
^* fupported by two .citizen members. 

^^ The /r^^r^r of the fociety. 

*^ The members of the fociety, t\V^o and two. 

*^ Arrived at the town-hall, an oration wasdelir 
^^ vered by Citizen Stephen Drayton. The whole 
^* then returned to Harris's hotel, drums beating and 
^ fifes playing Ca ira. Here dinner was prepared ; 
'^ the flags of the Jifter republics were difplayed 
*^ from the balcony ; the dinner- room was decorated 
*^ with laurel, and the flags joined together. Over 
" the prefident's chair was placed the cap of li- 
'^ berty. 

^* Among the favourite toafts were, Citizen Genet ^ 
** Citizen Madifon^ i\\^ fans-culottes of Great Britain 
*^ and Ireland J and the guillotine. One toafl: in 
" particular it is worth while to recall to memory at 
^^ this time : * May the enemies of republican French- 
^' menperijhj in whatever clime they may be founds 

*^ After the toafts were over, the liberty cap was 
*^ placed on the head of the prefident, and then al- 
*^ ternately on the head of each, member, accom- 
*^ panied with three cheers and Ca ira. After being 
*^ returned to, and worn by the prefident Tome time, 
^^ the cap was prefented by him to the crew of the 
^^ Las Cafas. * And thus,' fays the Charlefton pa- 
^^ per, ^ glided the hours away of this feafl:, which 
^^ vyas m^debv congenial fouls to commemorate the 
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" happy day, when the fons &f Fremhnen joined 
** \\%c fom t^f America to ovctthrow iyrmmy in this 
•* happy hind*/* 

Very well then, — Thefe ^^fon$ GfFfenchmm' nrc 
ymxt frirnds; ufc \\\vm as fuchj and doni fiang thim 
fif h ihe neck. — When tlie mircreants have fired 
)tmr lown, and butchered your wives and childreii, 
I luppofe you uill I hen fiug Ca ira, and loafl^ ihc 
** Jons of Frimhmen^'^ who kindly caine to help you 
t0 overturn iyrunfiy^ For the falfebood and malice 
uf this hill word, you ricfcrve all the tomicnts that 
cten the imaginalion of a Frenchman can invent. 
You toalkd the guilklim^ did you not ? You ap- 
plauflcd the blood -hounds that found eraploymcnt 
for this dreadful machine, and hmghed at its vic- 
tims! — Well I there i$ a flme io laugh ^ and a time to 
mount : the forrotT is gone by^ and the ktler is, 
prtibably, at no great diftance* You are no better 
than the arillocrats of France, and, if you fliould 
ftiare lljcir late, you have no right to complain, 

I fh all be toldi that thefe remarks are too general % 
that all the people of Charleflon were not impli-^ 
rated in the conduct above noticed* — Very true ; I 
know it welL But I know alfo that a few cxcep-r 
tions in this way, will not, and ought not, to wipe 
the odium and dirgracc from the town* If the ma- 
gi fl rates and COD it it u ted authorities did not affij^ 
they at lea ft did not pm^eui. They fufTered the 
places of their public fittings to be ufed by the Ci 
ira canuibals ; and they muft have given their pofi- 
tivc content to i}w hheading of the ftaiue of Lord 
Chaihmru — A city that could be guilty of folly and 
b^fcncfs like this, muft fufTer fevercly and long, 
be tore it will excite companion in a mind which is 
not rather under the guidance of weakoefs than of 
juflicc. Inveterate vices require a cbafiifcmcnt ap- 
proaching to cruelty; and, perhaps, the ** Jhns of 
*-* Frmthmai^^ by the flame from the city^ are to 



be Ihe happy inflruments of mUghfening tbe p6opl4H 
pf CharleftpOj and teaching thcLii the error of tb«?if^ 
ways, 

Zhnwermann and Webber. ^Ziumekmav k, 
German writer, has publilhed a bopk on *^ Ntifiona 
f^ Pride;' which Noah Webfter, janr* *^ Efq:" faj 
IS one of ihe hejl hooks tlhtt ever was wriftpi, ^^ Tt 
** author fpares no nation,'* lays Noah ; ** he at4 
*^ tacks their pride and prejudices with freedoij 
f^ and with truth:" 

The noble newlraonger then fets to work to cull 
out a few paragraphs as proofs of his affertions ; that 
is, that the author attacks the pride and prejudice 
of all nations with truth* He begins with Zimmer-* 
mann's charafter of the Greeks and Italians, and 
then he comes to that of the Engl'tjh \ but it is eaijg 
to perceive, from what comes after, that the tw^ 
former nations arc only mentioned by way of exJ 
cufe for introdLicing and fcandaHzing the latteri^ 
as thus: ** Knglifhmen acknowledge themielves^ 
^* that they inherit from their an ccflors ^./iupid prt 
" poJJeipon2i^a\n& all other inhabitants of the globe 
" Their national prejudices are too confpicuous il 
*' their cobdufl towards the natives of their twc 
^^ fifler kingdoms. Nothing is more frequentljj 
^* heard in England, than ' You beggarly Seot^ 01^ 
*^ ^You bkod-thirflj^ impudeni Irijh lotiL' In genera], af 
*^ Englifhman^ fluffed with beef, pudding, andpor-" 
*^ ter^heartily defplfes every other nation of Europe, " 

So, this is done " with truths' is it, Sijulre WebA 
Jierf What Englishman did either you, or youij 
^admired Zimmermannj ever hear acimwledge, thai 
he inherited from his ancellors a Jiuptd prepoflcf 
iion againft all other inhabUanfs of the globe i 
Show me the man : tell me his name j or elte coa^ 
fefs that your old Zimmermani; is a flaiiderer, orj 
fool, or that he did with refpeft to Etigliihmen, m 
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you do with rcfpedl to politics— ^k^^ at fhem^ and 
gmjfed wrmg too. 

** Nothing is more frequently heard in England, 
** than ' Ym hggariy S^ot,' or, * You hlo^d-ikirfly^ 
■' impudent IriJkJmU\*' — ThiS| fays Zimmermann, 
and this^ you fay, m inn ; and I fey you are (Hkc 
mailer like man) a couple of envious, mifchievous, 
»nd ignorant prore-makers. It is certain, that fuch 
il^natured national reflexions are now and then 
made ufe of in England ; but if Zimmermann ever 
heard them uttered, he muft have kept moft ilU 
hvcdf blackguard company. He mufl have fre- 
ciuented the cellars and brothels of the capital ; and 
tins, I take it, would not reflc£t much honour on 
a philofopher oCthreefcorc* No ; fuch rcfledtions 
are not frequenily heard in England ^ and I hope they 
never will, in fpite of all the mifchicf- making, po- 
litical hypocrites of the continents of Europe and 
America, I know with what, pleafure they would 
fee the people of the three kingdoms cutting each 
others throats. — *^ They arc too frottd^ This is 
the everlafting cant ; but their real fauU^ in the 
cycsofthefe envious wretches, is^ they are iao pow* 
iffid^ too Qpidmf^ and too happxK 

Again, — ** In general, an Englifhman, fluffed 
•* witli beef, pudding, and porter, hardily defpifes 
*^ every other nation of Europe." — This too X^true^ 
is it, Mr. Webfter ? And this candid paifagc is taken 
from ^^ one of ilie hejt hooks thai tvnr was wriiten^^ 
is it ? — What has a man's food to do with his 
ihoughi? It is the firft time^ I believe, that ever 
living well was brought in as a circumftance in 
a fubje<5t of cenfure ; and 1 am fure it was never 
done, except by fome hungry pauper^ who, when 
he has brcakfalled, knows not where he is to dine. 
It is, however, a fpccies of cenfure which wilt never 
give much pain to the ccnfurcd party. When an 
Pnglifliman is v^ell fluffed, as old Zimm* calls it, 
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fvith beef, pudding, and porter, he cares little 
about the wiftful-looking dogs that are growling 
round his plenteoas board. No, Noah ; give mc 
but myj beef and my pudding, and old^ Zimmer-.. 
jnann and you may keep barking till you have ex- 
Jiaufted your lungs. 

But, to come to the main point of this charge of 
old Zimm*s, " that an Engliihman heartily defpifes 
f ^ every other nation of Europe :" I willingly allow 
there isfotne truth in it. Yet, in admitting the fad, 
I am far from admitting it to be a fault. Before I 
do this, I muft be convinced, that thofe nations, 
fpeaking of them in the general, do not merit to be 
heartily de/piffd by an Englifb^nan ; and this, friend 
Noah, with all your fin^ll talk, you would find it 
very difficult to dp. 

In order to determine whether thofe other na- 
tions of Europe ought to be defpifed or not, let an 
Engliihman look at their condu£l\ and, that his 
memory may not be fatigued, or the juftice 
pf his decifion difputed, let him confine himfelf 
to the prefent war. This war is a war of the poor 
againft the rich, of force againfl: law, of vice againiS: 
virtue, of impiety againft religion. It is a war m 
which all that's ignoble, cruel, and blafphemous, 
is leagued againft all that's honeft, honourable, hii* 
mane, facred, and holy. In this war, then, what 
has been the cQndufft of Engliflimen (under which 
i^me I comprehend the whole Britifti empire), and 
what has been the condudl of " all the other nations 
f« of Europe r 

The infernal propagande of Paris, having feized 
qn the treafures, and the foil, and" the people, of 
^ powerful empire, formed the refolution or plun- 
dering, and brutalizing, and then deftfoying^ all 
the furrpunding nations, or, as Brifot cxpirelKdlt, 
oi Jetting fire to the four corners of Europe. The 
Jjordcs were coUeftcd, arid, armed with .the inftru- 
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mcDts of corruption and miircler, forth they fallied 
to effect the dreadful purpofe of their mailer??. Of 
all the ncighbuurs of France, Great Britain had iho 
Icafl to apprehend; yet fhc fcorncd to fland aloof 
wlicji an attack was made on the great community 
of nations of which fhc was a member, Tlic rich 
and tlie powerful fhc encouraged by her example % 
the weak fhe aided with her forces, and the poor 
witli hrr treafures. MiTiat, on the contrary, has 
been the condu<?t of " r/// of her naftom in Eurtjpg f 
Sivcdenj Denmark^ and fome others of little note, 
have remained in a fupine, Ibrdid, and diOionour^ 
able neutrality. Prufiia patched up a peace with 
fubfidies uf Britain in hie pocket. The head of 
the Empire has made fome noble efforts ; but has 
been abandoned by almoU all the fovereign princes* 
Naples and Sardrnia have kneeled at the throne of 
ians-culotlifm, Geneva* Genoa, Venice, and all 
Italy, arc become a prey to the barbarians; and 
Holland and Spain have not only knnckkd to the 
grovelling enemy, but have turned their arms againft 
ibcir friend and aliy in the war\ and the bale Dutch 
even tired on the troops that were fcnt, and that 
had valiantly fought to defend them !^ — ^After this, 
who will fay that an Engltfhman ought not /o dejpyi 
*' all the nations of Europe ?" For my p^rt I do, 
and tlmt molt '* hedriilyy 

Koah^ you hate England, and all that appertains 
to the name: yet, let me tell you, Noah, tliat it is 
that very England, and that England alone, that 
liands between your printing-fhop and a French 
bomb-fhell or cannon-ball- Were there no Eng- 
liftmen in the world, your types would be foon 
melted down into bullets, for your dear fans-culottc 
allies to blow your brains out with. 

Rcmernbcr tliis, and leave off barking. 
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ConJUiuiion'tnakin^. — ^Thc Virginians are aflem- 
bling, in their different counties, to take mcaiurcs 
for calling a convention to alter their conftitution. 
—What nonfenle it is to make fui h a piece of 
work about a new ediiion of a threepenny pamphlei f 

The fovereign people of France have already 
publifhed three fuch pamphlets, and I imagine that 
they mud, by this time, have a fourth in the prefs. 
Their revolution will produce them wliat is not the 
lead flattering to human vanity: they will have tlic 
fatisfacStion to fee their own works bound and let- 
tered. 

Gattthling mJ cheating LegiJIator. — We hear that 
a member of the Legiflature of a fitter State was, 
about three weeks ago, expelled for playing wiih 
marked cards. 

By way of relaxation from the important labours 
of lawgiving, he ufcd, it feems, to retire to a 
neighbouring public-houfc, and gamble with tlic 
landlord, whom he fleeced pretty decently, before 
his violation of the laws of honour and all 'fours was 
difcovered.— Good God ! how free, how fccure, 
and happy, muft the people be under laws made by 
fuch men as thefe ! 

Liberty of the Prefs. — We have often been told, 
in a filly, vaunting ftrain, that wc alone enjoy the 
real liberty of the prefs^ and that truth is not a libel 
here, as it is in Britain. — Well ; now I take upon 
me to-afTert, that the prefs is, both in law and iu 
pradlice, a thoufand times freer in Britain than it 
is in this country: and this afTcrtion I pledge my- 
felf to make good againfl any fafts or arguments 
that can be brought to oppofc it. — Therc*» my 
gauntlet, citizens. After fo much boafting there 
will certainly be fomebody found to take it up. 

Paying 



